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Committee Letter  

Delegates,  

Welcome to this year’s Virginia Model United Nations (VAMUN) XXXVII! We are excited for a 

weekend of exhilarating debate. We welcome you to the Wilson Global Systems Simulations, Union 

Defense Forces Edition, and we hope you enjoy your time here.  

Vish Panagari, your chair, is a second year in the College of Arts and Sciences from Northern 

Virginia. He is on the Pre-Commerce route and plans on applying to the McIntire School of Commerce 

next semester. Previously, he was a Assistant CD for a crisis committee at VAMUN XXXVI. He looks 

forward to chairing your committee and seeing lively debate. Please feel free to reach out to him with any 

questions or concerns. 

Arjun Dwivedy, your Crisis Director, is a third year also in the College of Arts and Sciences and 

from Northern Virginia. He is an economics and statistics double major. Prior to this conference, he was a 

secretariat staffer for VAMUN XXXV, Vice Chair for VAMUN XXXVI, and Vice Chair for Virginia 

International Crisis Simulation (VICS) XXII, the University of Virginia’s college Model United Nations 

Conference.  

The criteria for success for delegates in this committee are effectively utilizing one’s positions, 

collaborating with others, and producing unique solutions. The Dais will look favorably upon delegates 

who manage to strike a balance between pursuing personal goals and greater consensus during debate. 

Finally, make sure to enjoy not only the work inside the committee, but also making new friends and 

having new experiences outside of the committee. Our emails lie below and you are more than welcome to 

contact us. 

Arjun Dwivedy: Ad2vh@virginia.edu 

Vish Panagari: vp5zg@virginia.edu 

 

Committee Overview 

mailto:Ad2vh@virginia.edu
mailto:vp5zg@virginia.edu


This Union Defense Forces committee is part of a larger Wilson Global Systems 

Simulation. This simulation will be a 6-way joint crisis committee, with these six committees 

interacting in the same universe. The other committees involved are the Hadi Government, the 

Supreme Political Council, the Armed Forces of Saudi Arabia, the US Central Command, and the 

Iranian Armed Forces. For those unfamiliar with JCCs, this adds an extra dimension to the 

Model UN experience. In addition to working with your fellow delegates on solving pertinent 

issues, you will also be interacting with the other five committees. All five committees have 

different interests, goals, and cultures, and the Union Defense Forces could find that working in 

tandem with some committees will help to combat other committees. While we will look 

favorably upon delegates who focus on issues pertinent to the UAE, failing to acknowledge 

issues that relate to the other committees and engage with delegates from those committees will 

place the delegates in an unfavorable position. A thorough reading of this background guide, as 

well as additional research will be necessary in order to find potential allies in other committees, 

and how you can work with them to defeat your enemies. 

We hope that all delegates will participate fairly and cordially in committee in order to 

ensure that we can keep the committee moving and introduce fun and challenging crisis’ arcs. 

That does not mean, however, that we do not encourage discussion and debate in committee; All 

delegates should feel more than welcome to speak up for their interests. 

Additionally, we will be using a double notepad system to convey notes to crisis and to 

other delegates. This system involves delegates utilizing two notepads, one for writing notes to 

crisis and the other for writing notes to fellow delegates. The first notepad will be given to crisis 

and the other will be used when the first is not available. The best delegates will be active in both 

crisis and in committee, and will need find a way to balance their personal interests with those 

of those of the committee. 



 

Background 

The Republic of Yemen was founded on May 22, 1990, effectively combining North and 

South Yemen into a democratic republic. Until the founding of the country, Yemen had been 

colonized many times, most recently by the British. Ever since it’s founding, Yemen has been 

dominated by Sunni Muslims, much like its neighbor and financial benefactor, Saudi Arabia. 

Until 1962, however, the area was under Shia Muslim control for over a 1,000 years and starting 

from the 80’s and 90’s Shia leaders have been trying to regain the power and position they lost. 

Although the Marxist south and conservative north finally reunited after decades of division, 

events shortly after the reunification threatened to tear the country back apart. Economic 

turmoil in 1991 and conflict between southern separatists and the government in the north in 

1994 caused the country major issues, postponing free elections until 1997 . 
1

 

The most recent and most prominent attempt  to regain power has come from the Zaidi 

Shia Muslims of Northern Yemen. The Ansar Allah (Servants of God), or better known as the 

1  
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Houthi, began to be politically and socially active in the 1990’s and started off as a religious 

movement that taught peace and religious tolerance to young students.  

Since 2004, however, the Shia Houthi, initially led by Hussein al-Houthi, have waged an 

on and off insurgency in northern Yemen. After al-Houthi died in 2004, fighting between the 

Shia and Sunni factions persisted on a much smaller scale. In 2007, the Houthi and then 

President Ali Abdallah Saleh negotiated a cease-fire . Clashes reemerged in 2008, ended in 
2

February 2010 with a cease-fire, and then broke out again in December of 2010. Over 3 million 

people have been displaced by the conflict. The Houthi joined the revolution against President 

Saleh in 2011 and soon grew from a weak rebel group to a strong, organized political force. In 

2011, someone attempted to take Saleh’s life in a bomb attack at his palace that resulted 

hospitalizing him for “shrapnel wounds, broken bones, smoke inhalation, internal bleeding and 

extensive burns.”  While initially thought to be a rocket or mortar attack, Western diplomats 
3

have claimed that there is evidence of large amounts of TNT at the palace, implying that the 

bomb may have been planted by someone in Saleh’s inner circle. This could portend secret, but 

dangerous ambitions within Saleh’s inner circle.  

Ironically, after Saleh left his post due to his injuries, and his deputy, Abdrabbuh Mansur 

Hadi took office, the Houthis teamed up with loyalists of their former arch enemy Saleh and are 

now fighting against the Hadi Government. The reason for this alliance is that the more extreme 

members of Saleh’s party refuse to back Hadi, despite his reputation to work across the aisle. 

The fighting escalated to the point where the Houthi rebels subjugated most of Sanaa, 

the capital of Yemen, in 2014 . Emboldened by their military successes, the Houthis rebuked a 
4

new draft of the constitution proposed by the government and appointed a presidential council 

2  BBC, Yemen Profile - Timeline, (http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-14704951.) 

3  "Yemen: President Saleh 'was injured by palace bomb'." BBC News. June 23, 2011. 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-13892502. 
4  BBC, Yemen Profile - Timeline, (http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-14704951.) 
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in 2015, known as the Supreme Political Council. Under this Supreme Political Council, the 

Houthis have captured all of Sanna, consolidated power in the North and West, and are 

marching South towards the Port of Aden.  This port is where President Hadi has fled to, and 
5

remains the last pro-Hadi Stronghold. The Houthi represent a much more radical Shia threat in 

Yemen, which would decrease stability and provide a Shia stronghold in a strategic location. 

Yemen is essentially the soft under part of Saudi Arabia, the biggest anti-shia muslim country in 

the region. Iran would gain a lot in terms of geographic and economic location in its regional 

power struggle with Saudi Arabia . 
6

In addition to these state actors, Al-Qaeda in the Arab Peninsula (AQAP) and the Islamic 

State (IS) are slowly growing threats inside of Yemen. The fertile lands of southern Yemen have 

long been home to Al-Qaeda as the area has been regarded as the base of AQAP. Over the years, 

President Obama's administration worked together with Yemen’s government to reduce the 

influence and ability of the group but as recent as January of 2015 there is proof that they 

continue their activities in the area and show no sign of departure . The increased chaos and 
7

indirection in the country through recent years has allowed AQAP to consolidate its power in the 

area. Allowing the country of Yemen to fall into pieces will only serve to assist AQAP as less 

organization means more freedom for their actions that can threaten the U.A.E and even 

western powers. 

The Islamic State does not have the established base that AQAP has in Yemen but poses 

a threat in a very similar way. The tension and unrest present in a fractured country like Yemen 

create the perfect conditions for a group like the Islamic State to infiltrate the country and set up 

5  Vall, Mohamed. "The rise of Yemen's Houthis." The rise of Yemen's Houthis - Al Jazeera 

English. March 26, 2014.  
6  "Why did Saudi Arabia intervene in Yemen?" Al-Monitor. June 04, 2015.  
7  "UAE-US Security Relationship." UAE-US Security Relationship | UAE Embassy in 

Washington, DC. Accessed August 12, 2017.  



a branch of the main Syria division . Based on the group's expansion into Egypt and Libya, 
8

under similar conditions, there is no doubt that with this opportunity, the Islamic State can and 

will expand into Yemen and contribute to Sunni extremist actions in the country. 

 

 

 

Country Overview 

In 1820, Great Britain and the native rulers of the Gulf Coast signed agreements to 

jointly fight piracy. After this moment, the Gulf Coast becomes known as the Trucial Coast. 

Great Britain’s influence steadily grew over this time period, culminating in Great Britain 

8  Guitta, Olivier. "Gulf States: A burning priority for ISIL?" Al Jazeera English. December 27, 

2015. Accessed August 12, 2017.  



gaining control over the foreign affairs of the Trucial Coast in 1892. Bahrain and Qatar joined 

the Trucial States in 1968, but eventually, differences amongst the states caused the alliance to 

disintegrate. In 1971, six emirates (Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Ajman, Fujayrah, Sharjah, and Umm 

al-Qaywayn) came together to form the United Arab Emirates (UAE) after gaining independence 

from Britain. The Federation gained its final member when Ras al-Khaymah joined in 1972. The 

UAE has been involved in Middle Eastern and Arab issues for several decades now, having 

joined the Arab League in 1971 and being one of the founding members of the Gulf Cooperation 

Council in 1981 .  
9

9  BBC. (2017, August 29). United Arab Emirates profile - Timeline.  



Oil was discovered in the UAE in the 1950’s and was first exported in 1962 in Abu Dhabi. 

The UAE shifted away from primarily focusing on fishing and exporting pearls and moved 

towards drilling for and exporting oil. Recently, the UAE has diversified its economic profile and 

has become a regional center for trade and tourism. Furthermore, Emirati firms hold large 

portfolios of foreign assets. This grand accumulation of wealth has allowed the UAE to become 

the world’s fourth largest arms importer by the late 2000’s  and a very important regional and 
10

global player economically. 

 

Before 2011, the UAE had a relatively passive foreign policy, however, this mindset 

changed with the coming of the Arab Spring. In 2011, massive protests in favor of greater 

political and social freedoms rocked the Arab world; the UAE was spared from this phenomenon 

http://www.businessinsider.com/these-maps-show-where-yemens-conflict-could-be-heading-201
5-3 
10  Shaheen, K. (2010, March 20). UAE becomes fourth-biggest arms buyer. 
http://ontheworldmap.com/uae/ 



but threatening stability and economic activities in the region gave the Emiratis a deep sense of 

foreboding. Since then, Crown Prince and Deputy Supreme Commander of Armed Forces 

Mohammed bin Zayed al Nahyan ( MBZ ) has championed a much more active Emirati presence 

in the region.  

Over the past four years, it has been a major goal of the UAE to not only to continue to 

ensure economic stability for its neighbors, but also to stave off both Sunni and Shia Islamic 

extremism. In order to achieve this, the UAE has bombed the Islamic State in Iraq and flown 

more combat operations against the Islamic State in Syria than any other Arab nation involved, 

such as Jordan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and Bahrain. Furthermore, the UAE helped overthrow 

Muammar Gaddafi’s crumbling regime in Libya in 2011 and bombed Islamist targets in that 

country in 2014 .  
11

The UAE’s active fight against extremists includes being the only Arab nation to have 

soldiers in Afghanistan, giving billions of dollars to bail out the Egyptian economy and reform 

the country, and bombing jihadists in Egypt from Palestine during Hamas and Israel’s most 

recent clash (which involved strategically partnering with Israel). Thus, if the Houthi rebels pose 

a significant threat to Yemen’s political and economic stability, potentially causing a tumultuous 

ripple effect through the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region, the UAE may have to 

consider possible solutions to the situation. This may range anywhere from financial support to 

reconnaissance/logistical aid or even military support to the Hadi government, as a means of 

preserving order, ending violent extremism, and protecting the regional economy. Moreover, the 

UAE may be open to a political solution, brokering a peace with the Supreme Political Council or 

11  Cook, Steven A. "The Middle East's Emerging Power: The Rise of the Emirates." Octavian 

Report. 2014. 

 



one of its more powerful allies, if that option seems to be the fastest manner to peace or if it 

expands the UAE’s influence in the region. 

As a member of the GCC, it is a top priority for the UAE to promote an integration of the 

political, social, economic, and security activities of all member nations . This has led to strong 
12

ties between Saudi Arabia and the UAE, especially after the Arab Spring left them surrounded by 

many destabilized Arab states. For example, both the UAE and Saudi Arabia backed 

anti-Islamist General Abdel Fateh al-Sissi in Egypt after the ouster of Mohamed Morsi and the 

Muslim Brotherhood.  Additionally, both nations are members of the Organization of Petroleum 

Exporting Countries, known as OPEC.  Although, the UAE usually wishes to allow Saudi Arabia 

to spearhead regional initiatives and does not wish to openly oppose the kingdom on any issue, 

the two states have not always aligned in their policies . The UAE has a much softer stance 
13

towards Iran than Saudi Arabia, which could allow it to serve as a possible bridge between the 

committees. Furthermore, the UAE is much more critical of Islamist organizations than Saudi 

Arabia. While Saudi Arabia has a positive relationship with the Palestinian Authority (PA), the 

UAE dismisses the group as corrupt and gives refuge to Mohammed Dahlan, the main rival to 

the PA President, Mahmoud Abbas. Moreover, the UAE is also critical of Saudi Arabia’s aid to 

Palestine’s other leading organization, Hamas. While Saudi Arabia backs Hamas to act as a 

buffer against Israel, the UAE opposes Hamas due to its links to the Muslim Brotherhood, which 

the UAE actively disapproves of. For the UAE, the Muslim Brotherhood is a danger because it 

sees the Brotherhood’s agenda of political Islam being easily hijacked by Jihadists and because it 

believes that the Brotherhood threatens the power of the GCC. Overall, the UAE usually lets 

12  Abdulkhaleq Abdullah, Special to Gulf News. "Why the UAE is fighting in Yemen." GulfNews. 

October 12, 2015. 

http://dailyinfographics.eu/tag/military/ 

13  Ramani, Samuel. "Why the Saudi Arabia-UAE Alliance is Weaker than it Looks." The 

Huffington Post. August 05, 2016. 



Saudi Arabia take charge of common initiatives, but has its own goals that it is not afraid to 

pursue. Therefore, if either the UAE or Saudi Arabia get involved in the Yemen Civil War, the 

other will most likely participate as well, at least in a limited form, in order to support the other 

nation involved. However, even if Saudi Arabia sends numerous troops to Yemen, the UAE must 

consider all risks involved and determine what level of support is most strategic and favorable to 

the Emirates. Additionally, the UAE does not need to wait for Saudi Arabia in order to act. If the 

Emirates decide that the danger of a destabilized Yemen is far too great, then the UAE will act 

first while informing Saudi Arabia of its intentions. 

Although the UAE is more willing to collaborate with Iran than Saudi Arabia, the UAE 

has its own problems with the regional power. For the UAE, business is a key interest that drives 

numerous foreign policy decisions. For that reason, the UAE does not bash Iran as much as 

Saudi Arabia, given that the UAE and Iran have numerous business connections. Furthermore, 

the UAE has argued against global action concerning Iran’s nuclear program. In 2010, the UAE 

stated that sanctions on Iran should be lifted in exchange for cooperating with the IAEA and the 

international community. However, relations between the two countries are still strained due to 

various reasons. Ever since the UAE gained independence in 1971, Iran has occupied three 

islands the UAE claims, the Greater Tunb, the Lesser Tunb, and Abu Musa. Despite the backing 

of all GCC countries, Iran continues to claim ownership of these islands. Moreover, in 2009, 

Iran declared that Bahrain was part of its territory, drawing criticism from all GCC states, 

including the UAE . All in all, relations with Iran are mixed, but can go either way, with the 
14

UAE possibly choosing to  join the other GCC countries in rebuking Iran or to covertly work 

diplomatically with Iran to find a political solution. This could either spell out greater tensions 

14  Malek, Caline. "UAE recalls ambassador to Iran." The National. January 03, 2016. Accessed 

August 12, 2017.  



between the warring factions within the Civil War and maybe even in the larger Middle East or 

perhaps an enduring peace brokered by the UAE and the Supreme Council and its allies. 

Since the Arab Spring, the UAE has especially emerged as one of the USA’s leading Arab 

allies as the UAE is also waging a war against radical Islam in the region. From being the only 

Arab country to have soldiers in Afghanistan to leading several missions against the Islamic 

State in Syria and Iraq, the UAE is seen as a reliable partner by the USA. In 2009, Emirati pilots 

began participating in advanced military training with American pilots. Furthermore, the 

American navy visits Emirati ports more than any other country’s ports in the world. Outside of 

a security relationship, the USA and UAE have free trade agreements and the UAE has donated 

relief money to the USA before, exemplified by Hurricane Katrina. Essentially, the UAE and 

USA have similar goals in the Middle East in regards to combatting Islamic extremism, but since 

the UAE is closer to Yemen, the Emirates feel more threatened and therefore are more likely to 

resort to action and pay less attention to human rights violations. While the USA may tolerate a 

certain level of violations, if the UAE becomes too overt in its disregard for human rights, the 

USA could try to rein in its ally or distance itself from the Emirates, a move that may leave the 

UAE much less able to implement its agenda for the region and isolate the UAE from other 

regional powers.  

The threat of AQAP and ISIL to the emirati is significant and should prove to be a pivotal 

influencer on the UAE and even Saudi Arabia’s actions. Like Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 

(AQAP) before it, the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) will most likely choose to target 

the rich gulf states that oppose islamism heavily. Their influence in the area cannot be 

overlooked and their ability to put lives in danger shall play a role in the decision to send troops 

out of country for the UAE. 

Analysis: Why should Saudi Arabia and UAE Get Involved  



One of the biggest reasons the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and other countries in the GCC 

and Africa may get involved is because of the threat of another Shia backed government in the 

Middle East, in addition to Iran.  Some view the Yemen Civil War as just another area of 

disturbance in the Middle Eastern “cold war” between Saudi Arabia and Iran. While there might 

be some truth behind that claim, it is undeniable that the presence of a Zaydi Shia government 

so close to Saudi Arabia and other GCC countries is a serious risk to their safety and prosperity. 

Saudi Arabia, as Yemen’s main financial supporter, has a lot to lose if Yemen becomes a 

staunch Iranian ally. The Saudis have a long history of being involved with Yemen and most 

recently pledged $3.25 billion Riyal to Hadi’s cause in 2012. Over the years, Saudi Arabia has 

come to be acknowledged as Yemen’s life support, especially for the past few decades as their aid 

has kept Yemen’s economy and bureaucracy afloat. Once the Houthi coup happened, Saudi 

Arabia’s interests and safety were immediately at risk because the Saudi “priority is to have a 

stable neighbor to the south and to protect its southernmost cities of Najran, Jizan and Khamis 

Mushayt.”   
15

“Saudi Arabia could never afford (politically, morally or strategically) to give aid to 

Yemen under a Saleh-allied Houthi coup government.”  And if Saudi Arabia pulled out its 
16

support and institutions in Yemen, only chaos would remain. Saudi Arabia definitely has the 

greatest reason and interest in the Yemen Civil War, but the UAE and other countries in the area 

also have a stake in the conflict. Thus, if Hadi requests any type of aid from his Arab allies, the 

UAE should heavily consider responding in some manner, even if it is limited.  

As of March 2015, which is the effective start date of this committee, there has been no 

significant action in the area regarding Yemen’s situation but there is definitely much reason for 

players in the region like Saudi Arabia will move to take action. With the knowledge of Saudi 

15  "Why did Saudi Arabia intervene in Yemen?" Al-Monitor. June 04, 2015.  
16  "Why did Saudi Arabia intervene in Yemen?" Al-Monitor. June 04, 2015.  



Arabia’s motive for involvement comes an assumption by the rest of the Middle East that action 

is imminent, the option to take action now falls in the hands of the UAE and its Union Defense 

Forces.  

While Saudi Arabia and Iran have an extensive rivalry and in turn history of activity in 

the Middle East, the UAE has recently entered that dynamic with a fierce approach. The UAE 

has usually been careful to let Saudi Arabia take the lead in matters of Middle Eastern diplomacy 

and has meanwhile continued to focus on their own issues and prosperity. This distinction is 

very important for members of this committee as it is crucial to realize that the UAE has had the 

capability to be a major presence in the area, but has chosen not to, at least until 2011. With the 

amount of wealth they have, becoming the world’s fourth-largest arms importer is not a difficult 

task. The desire, however, to effectively and decisively employ their armed forces in the area has 

proved to be a little more difficult. Yet, using their money to their advantage can greatly help the 

UAE diplomatically obtain its goals, as it has before, such as when the UAE cancelled Iraq’s debt 

of several billion US Dollars (USD) in 2008. This same strategy could apply to Yemen if the UAE 

decides not to get militarily involved in the conflict. For example, if Saudi Arabia deploys 

massive amounts of troops to combat the Houthis, it might be more effective for the UAE to 

complement that approach by using its financial resources to shore up the cornered Hadi 

government. 

Starting in 2011, the UAE has taken a major step to showcasing its power and increasing 

its influence in the area. Intervention in Bahrain, Libya and Syria have paved the way for the 

UAE to take a leading role in the current Yemen crisis. Now, the UAE has experience, albeit not 

the most, with helping resolve internal crises of other nations when they believe a threat to their 

or GCC interests exists. For example, “After Bahrain’s Arab Awakening erupted in 2011, the UAE 



sent security forces into the island kingdom to help Saudi and Bahraini forces quell a revolt that 

Gulf Arab leaders perceived as an Iranian-orchestrated plot to destabilize the GCC.”   
17

The situation in Bahrain was different than it is in Yemen now, but it is undeniable that 

the GCC views the Houthi rebellion movement and the potential for a Hadi government collapse 

as a series of events that could lead to the creation of another Shia state in its vicinity. Dr. Anwar 

Gargash, the Minister of State and Foreign Affairs of the UAE said in March, 2015: “The difficult 

decision has now become necessary in confronting the Houthi violence and rebellion and 

strategic threat to the Gulf through missiles, which pose an unacceptable growing threat.”  18

Moreover, if the Houthis succeed in Yemen, this may encourage dissidents in other Arab nations 

to begin uprisings as well, which could easily lead to more extremism in the region, something 

the UAE dreads.  

The UAE also has reason to get involved in the affair with the geostrategic position that 

Yemen holds. The takeover of Yemen could place the narrow strait connecting the red sea and 

the Gulf of Aden, Bab el-Mandeb at risk. Bab el-Mandeb is one of the world’s busiest oil and gas 

shipping lanes and is crucial for the UAE’s trade with North American and European countries. 

Furthermore, the UAE’s economic success is not only important for the Emirates themselves but 

also for the preservation of the UAE’s Sunni Arab allies who are currently dealing with crisis 

situations.  

A central aspect of this committee will be to consider the UAE’s best interests before 

forging forward in to diplomacy with other forces. While the UAE is trying to resolve the Yemen 

crisis and restore stability in the area, it is important to keep in mind that some aspects of the 

crisis are more important to the UAE than others. 

17  Wagner, Daniel, and Giorgio Cafiero. "The UAE's High Stakes in Yemen." The Huffington 

Post. September 21, 2015. 
18  Salem, Ola. "UAE military intervention in Yemen was ‘inevitable’." The National. March 25, 

2015. 



Presently, the recognized President of Yemen Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi and the Yemeni 

government are headquartered in the port of Aden in the south. The Hadi government retains 

support from much of the world, but the Houthi rebels do have backers of their own, allegedly 

including Iran. Despite Iran’s repeated denials, it is believed that Iran is providing the rebels 

with sophisticated weaponry. 

 

Questions to consider: 

 

1. How relevant is the impact of the Yemen civil war on our federation? Think about the 

reasoning or justification behind our interest and possible involvement in the affair. 

 

2. How willing should we, as a collective of emirates, be to provide direct assistance to the 

Hadi government? Think about the possible benefits for our state and the risks associated with 

the Hadi government. 

 

3. Do Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) and the Islamic State offer a threat to our 

beliefs, interests, or safety and if so how should we ? Think about how the possible presence of 

additional threat would impact our military decisions. 

 

4. Are we willing to negotiate for a political solution with the Supreme Political Council or 

is it within our best interest to quell the rebellion? Think about the possible concessions that 

may come with a political solution and the potentially long term commitment that a full-fledged 

war may bring. 

 



5. If our allies’ interests start to conflict, which country is the least dispensable and most 

strategic partner to maintain in this conflict?  Think about the ramifications of rejecting an ally’s 

vision, the strength of the partnership with the other ally/allies and how that may affect the 

logistics of the conflict after. 
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