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Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid al-Maktoum 

VP,  PM, Ruler of Dubai 

Sheikh Mohammed Bin rashid al-Maktoum is the Vice President, Prime Minister, and Emir of 

Dubai. As PM, the Sheikh is in charge of coordinating the activities between all of the ministries 

and he facilitates cabinet sessions. (Additionally, he is Minister of Defense.) Sheikh Mohammed 

is widely lauded for his actions as PM of the UAE. He has invested billions into the 

infrastructure of the UAE, focused on sustainable development, and sought to fight poverty by 

educating low-income children. Sheikh Mohammed also has his own foundation which 

encourages scientific research and endorses business leadership, among other things.  

Sheikh Humaid bin Rashid al-Nuaimi 

Ruler  of Ajman 

Sheikh Humaid bin Rashid al-Nuaimi is the Emir of Ajman. Sheikh Humaid has been Emir of 

Ajman since the death of his father, Sheikh Rashid bin Humaid, in 1981, and had served as 

deputy emir of Ajman since before Ajman joined the UAE in 1971. Under his leadership, the 

emirate of Ajman has grown and developed into a truly modern member of the UAE. The Sheikh 

has recently overseen the opening of the Advanced Medical Research Facility and Advanced 

Simulation Center at the Gulf Medical University. 

Sheikh Hamad bin Muhammad bin Hamad al-Sharqi 

Ruler  of Fujairah 

Sheikh Hamad bin Muhammad bin Hamad al-Sharqi is the Emir of Fujairah. Sheikh Hamad 

became Emir in 1974, at the age of 25, after his father’s death. He completed most of his 

education in the UAE but has also spent time at the Military Academy in the UK. During his 

rule, Fujairah has experienced a boom in tourism, healthcare, construction, and education. 

Sa'ud Bin-Saqr al-Qasimi 

Ruler  of Ras al Khaimah 

Sheikh Sa’ud Bin Saqr al-Qasimi is the Emir of Ras al Khaimah. Sheikh Sa’ud took over after his 

father’s passing in October, 2010. Even before assuming the position, the Sheikh garnered 

support and recognition for his efforts in largely expanding Ras al Khaimah’s economy and 

wealth. The onset of his rule has only seen a continuation of the growth in markets and support 

for corporate entities that has dominated the last decade of Ras al Khaimah’s history. 



 

Sheikh Sultan bin Muhammad al-Qasimi 

Ruler  of Sharjah 

Sheikh Sultan bin Muhammad al-Qasimi is the Emir of Sharjah. Sheikh Sultan III became the 

next in a long line of al-Qasimi rulers of Sharjah in 1972, and since then spent his rule improving 

the socio-economic conditions through education and culture. The Sheikh and his government is 

known to work closely with the communities they serve and highly endorse the arts and culture 

as a form of communication. The Sheikh has had a reputation of a scholarly man and holds 

much love for his country and its history. 

Sheikh Saud bin Rashid al-Mualla 

Ruler  of ‘Umm  al Quwain 

Sheikh Saud bin Rashid al-Mualla is the Emir of Umm al Quwain. Sheikh Saud rose to his 

current position in just January of 2009 but has been involved extensively in the governing of 

Umm al Quwain since his time as crown prince. Under his decision-making, especially in terms 

of investment projects and enterprises, the emirate has experienced major economic and 

cultural growth.  

Mohammed bin Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan 

Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of UAE Armed Forces 

Mohammed bin Zayed bin Sultan is the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 

Commander of UAE Armed Forces. The Crown Prince rose to his position at the age of 42, and 

now, more than ten years later, has continued to occupy the seat and has gathered and bred 

power for himself in the country. During his time serving the country, he has continued to 

support and lead their foreign policy; especially in its recent activist nature that has sharpened 

the country's position in the area, and beyond. The modernisation of the military has been 

largely the project of the heir-apparent, potentially throwing in flux the long- and medium-term 

balance of power in the region. 

Yousef Al Otaiba 

UAE Ambassador to the US and Mexico 

Yousef Al Otaiba is the United Arab Emirates ambassador to the US and Mexico. He assumed 

his position in 2008 after serving as the Director of International Affairs, for Crown Prince 

Mohammed Bin Zayed, for eight years. The ambassador has a savvy reputation in Washington 

and has built up influence in both the US and UAE. During his time serving as the ambassador, 

he has brought out the UAE’s nature of alliance with the US, especially in terms of foreign 

involvement. 



 

Dr. Mohammad Reza Fayyad 

UAE Ambassador to Iran 

Dr. Mohammad Reza Fayyad is the Emirati ambassador to Iran. In 2011, Dr. Fayyad worked 

with the Roads and Transport Authority on increasing cooperation with its Iranian counterpart. 

He was a big supporter of the addition of the green line to the Dubai metro and has called for 

closer ties between the Emirati RTA and the Iranian counterpart. Furthermore, Dr. Fayyad has 

been involved with talks of growing ties between the two nations, including one such discussion 

between Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed and the Iranian foreign minister. 

(http://www.dubaimetro.eu/rta-chairman-explores-cooperation-with-iranian-ambassador/) 

(https://www.mofa.gov.ae/EN/MediaCenter/News/Pages/150414-iran.aspx) 

Mohammed Saeed Mohammed Al-Dhahiri 

UAE ambassador to Saudi Arabia 

Mohammed Saeed Mohammed Al-Dhahiri is the Emirati ambassador to Saudi Arabia. He is a 

tenured military leader with broad reach and experience in the region. Al-Dhahiri joined the 

UAE army in 1979 and enjoyed a successful career with the supply and logistics division, as he 

eventually became the Supply Manager in the General Command of the Armed Forces of the 

UAE. He was appointed ambassador to Saudi Arabia when his career in the military ended but 

his influence in the Middle East remains as potent as ever. 

Abdullah Matar Al Mazrouei 

UAE ambassador to Yemen 

His Excellency Abdullah Matar Al Mazrouei is the UAE’s ambassador to the Republic of Yemen. 

A career foreign service officer and military attaché, his posting to Yemen is his first at the full 

rank of ambassador. Publicly, his main project has been building numerous hospitals 

throughout Yemen, under the aegis of the Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan Foundation. His 

Excellency the Ambassador comes from an influential ABu Dhabi family: his niece is the only 

wife of the ruler of Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed, the ruler of Abu Dhabi and President of the 

Emirates, while his nephew if a rising star in the UAE’s liquified natural gas industry. 

Mohamed Ahmad al Bowardi 

Minister of State for Defence Affairs 

Mohammed Ahmed Al Bowardi is the Minister of State for Defense, UAE. In addition, he is the 

Chairman of the Committee for Developing and Implementing the Water and Agriculture 

Strategy for Abu Dhabi, Vice Chairman of Dolphin Energy and a board member of Tawazun 

Holding. He is the Managing Director of the Abu Dhabi Environment Agency, Deputy Chairman 

of the Mohamed Bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund and the International Fund for Houbara 

Conservation, as well as a member of the Board of Trustees of Abu Dhabi University (ADU). Mr. 

http://www.dubaimetro.eu/rta-chairman-explores-cooperation-with-iranian-ambassador/
https://www.mofa.gov.ae/EN/MediaCenter/News/Pages/150414-iran.aspx


 

Al Bowardi has previously held the positions of Undersecretary of the Ministry of Defense, 

Secretary-General of the General Secretariat of the Abu Dhabi Executive Council and Chairman 

of its Executive Committee. Mr. Al Bowardi holds a degree in History and Political Science from 

Lewis & Clark College, USA. 

Lt. General Hamad Mohammed Thani al Rumaithi 

Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces 

H.E. Lieutenant General Hamad Mohammed Thani al Rumaithi is the most senior military 

officer of the Union Defense Forces. He strongly believes in the importance of the UAE 

maintaining an active presence in global politics. He is a supporter of the armed forces of the 

UAE’s foreign missions and the role it plays in protecting Emirati interests domestically and 

internationally. As much as he is a career military officer, he is equally, if not more, a skilled 

diplomat; he has built connections and cultivated relationships with the top brass of militaries 

around the world—from the US and Russia, to Sudan and Tunisia. 

Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation 

Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed is the Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, 

Chairman of UAE Football Association, Under-Secretary of the Ministry of Information and 

Culture, a member of the UAE’s National Security Council, Deputy Chairman of the UAE’s 

Permanent Committee on Borders, and chairman of the National Media Council. In 2012, Bin 

Zayed met with Israeli PM Netanyahu secretly, where they reached a consensus on the danger of 

a nuclear-armed Iran and the former stated that in order for Israel and the UAE to have a 

stronger relationship, Israel needs to demonstrate a true desire for a two-state solution.  

Maj. General Eisa Saif al Mazrouei 

Deputy  Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces 

Major General Eisa Saif al Mazrouei is close to the UAE’s president. In 2013, Eisa accompanied 

UAE President, Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, on his historic diplomatic trip to the UK. 

As a military leader, Eisa is aggressive and doesn’t necessarily follow all UN protocols. Eisa is 

also focused on gaining the latest military technology, and making sure that UAE’s military is on 

par with the most powerful nations. His rhetoric suggests the UAE’s support for GCC security as 

an inseparable unit, and he plays the UAE Armed Forces’ rapid ascent to global prominence 

within a narrative of pan-Arabism and security for all people affected by war and catastrophe. 

Maj. General Salem Mohammed al Ameri 

Commander  of UAE Land Forces 

Major General Salem Mohammed al Ameri commands the Land Forces—essentially, the 

Army—of the the Union Defense Forces. At present, manpower stands at 60,000 men. In theory, 



 

Al Ameri exercises command over the unified Land Forces from a unified command post in Abu 

Dhabi. In practice, however, the UAE is divided into three commands: the Northern and 

Western Command fall under his responsibility, supported by the Abu Dhabi Air Force, while 

the Central Military Command, based in Dubai, falls under the de facto command of the 

Minister of Defense, supported by the Dubai Air Force. General Al Alemri also has worked with 

U.S. Central Command to build partnerships and increase mutual capabilities.  

Mohammad Ibrahim Abdulrahman al Shaibani 

Dubai  Islamic Bank Chairman 

Mohammad Ibrahim Abdulrahman al Shaibani has been the chairman of the Dubai Islamic 

Bank since 2008. He is also the Director-General of His Highness the Ruler’s court in Dubai and 

is a member of the Executive Council of Dubai. Al Shaibani serves as the chairman and is on the 

Board of Directors for many other establishments and companies in addition to the Dubai 

Islamic Bank. 

Osman Sultan 

Du  CEO 

A foreigner trained in engineering, Osman Sultan is an international telecommunications 

executive, with experience building mobile networks and leading telecommunications firms in 

France, Egypt, the United States, and Japan. He has been chief executive of Du since its 2007 

inception as the Dubai-based competitor of Etisalat. Sultan’s leadership of Du has been 

successful, aided by the establishment of an entertainment platform du Live! His mission is to 

turn the UAE—read, Dubai—into an international R&D and high-technology hub. 

Abdul Aziz al-Ghurair 

Mashreq Bank CEO 

Abdul received a degree in industrial engineering from California Polytechnic State University 

and joined Mashreq in 1988. He became CEO a short two years later. Abdul has been a very 

innovative leader and made Mashreq one of the most popular banks in the UAE. Under his 

leadership, Mashreq has won several international accolades.  From 2007 to 2011, Abdul also 

served as Speaker of the House of the Federal National Council  in the United Arab Emirates. 

Abdul is also a very big humanitarian, giving considerable funds to organizations like UNICEF 

and UNESCO. 

Rick Pudner 

Beehive  Chairman 

Rick Pudner became the CEO of Emirates Bank in 2006. He was an essential part of getting the 

bank through the global recession of 2008. In 2013, Pudner saw the banking system as stable 

and left. After leaving, he shifted focus to SMEs (small and medium-sized enterprises), more 



 

specifically, on how to help them raise funds. Along with Craig Moore, Pudner became a part of 

Beehive, a platform for SMEs to raise money through internet crowdfunding. Pudner believes 

that by giving SMEs, often overlooked by big banks, sufficient  funds, Beehive will facilitate 

economic growth.  

Eissa Mohamed Ghanem Al Suwaidi 

Abu  Dhabi Businessman 

Educated in the America, Mr. Al Suwaidi is recognized as an expert in the fields of finance, 

petrochemical distribution, and telecommunications, inter alia. He is Managing Director of the 

Abu Dhabi Investment Council, where he has worked since 1982. Also, Al Suwaidi is the 

Chairman of Abu Dhabi Commercial Bank, and sits on the board of directors of the Abu Dhabi 

National Oil Company, the International Petroleum Investment Company, the Abu Dhabi Fund 

for Development and the Emirates Investment Authority. In addition, Mr. Al Suwaidi is 

Chairman of Etisalat, and sits on the boards of its myriad subsidiaries spanning the Gulf, Africa, 

South Asia, and the Indian Ocean.  

Mohamed Alabbar 

Dubai  Mogul 

Part-man, part-myth, Mohamed Alabbar was born the eldest of 12 children, his father the 

captain of a traditional trading vessel. Sent on a government scholarship to study in the United 

States, Alabbar became one of the Emir of Dubai’s closest economic advisers. He is the founder 

and chairman of Dubai-based Emaar Properties, one of the largest real estate development firms 

in the world. Alabbar is intertwined in dozens of Dubai, Inc. and affiliated companies, and has 

vast and diversified holdings spanning every corner of the world, from American fast food 

franchises to North Korean heavy industry.  

Sultan Ahmed Bin Sulayem 

DP  World Chairman 

Hailing from one of Dubai’s most prominent political and business families, Sultan Ahmed Bin 

Sulayem is at present the Chairman of DP World, one of the world’s most powerful shipping 

companies. A close friend of the Sheikh Rashid, Sulayem created the Jebel Ali Free Zone, laying 

the groundwork of modern Dubai’s economy. Though once in charge of a rather significant 

portion of Dubai’s sovereign investment consortia, his aggressive business strategy also 

bankrupted the Emirate, causing Sheikh Mohammed to relegate Sulayem back to running only 

DP World. 



 

Air Vice-Marshal  Ibrahim Nasser Mohammad Al Alawi 
1

Commander  of the UAE Air Force & Air Defence 

Marshal Al Alawi commands the UAE’s 4,000 man Air Force. Like that of the Union’s Land 

Force, de facto control of the Union’s Air Force and Air Defense brigades is politically inflected. 

However, Al Alawi’s project of rapid modernisation has made the UAE Air Force & Air Defence 

among the most powerful in the world, currying the favor of President H.H. Sheikh Khalifa bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan, Emir of Abu Dhabi, Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces. Al Alawi has 

also worked with the French and American militaries to establish a joint base in Abu Dhabi. 

Mohammed Al Gergawi 

Minister of Cabinet Affairs & the Future 

Mohammad Al Gergawi is Minister of Cabinet Affairs & the Future (UAE Government), 

Chairman of the Executive Office of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum 

(Dubai government), and CEO of Dubai Holding, a global investment conglomerate under the 

umbrella of Dubai, Inc.. He worked for the United Nations Development Programme and Abu 

Dhabi Ministry of Finance before assuming a senior role in the financial apparatus of Dubai and 

the Emirates. Known for his idiosyncratic style blending the Fortune 500 and the think-tank, he 

has the federal portfolio of transforming the governing style of the Emirates into a business 

incubator of sorts.  

Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al Maktoum 

Emirates  Group CEO 

Sheikh Ahmed is the richest man in the UAE. A youngest son in the Dubai royal family, he spent 

his career in the aviation industry, building Emirates Airlines and turning Dubai into an aviation 

megahub. Sheikh Mohammed entrusted him with stewardship of debt-mired Dubai World in 

2010. Widely credited with rescuing the Emirate of Dubai from near-certain bankruptcy, he is 

the one of the most prominent figures in “Dubai, Inc.”, the global constellation of diversified 

holdings owned primarily by the government of Dubai. Despite being almost ten years his 

junior, Sheikh Ahmed is the uncle of the current ruler of Dubai, Sheikh Mohammed.  

André Sayegh 

First Gulf Bank CEO 

Mr. André Sayegh serves as Chief Executive Officer of First Gulf Bank, the third-largest bank in 

the UAE, with international activities in Libya, Qatar, the UK/EU, India, Hong Kong, Singapore, 

and South Korea. Mr. Sayegh has over 30 years of banking and financial services experience. 

Before joining First Gulf Bank, he also worked with leading regional and financial institutions. 

1 Rank alternatively translated Major General Staff Pilot 



 

He was with Citibank for over 18 years, with Arab Bank in Lebanon and with Strategic Business 

Trends in Canada, a leading international financial institution.  

Michael Tomalin 

National Bank of Abu Dhabi CEO 

The quintessential British expatriate banker Michael Tomalin, OBE, CMG is the longtime CEO 

of the National Bank of Abu Dhabi (NBAD), the UAE’s oldest financial institution and 

second-largest by holdings. Known for his discretion and conservative leadership, he has 

increased the bank’s profits tenfold in his 16-year tenure, while nonetheless maintaining its 

reputation among the safest banks in the Gulf and the world. Beyond the Emirates, NBAD has a 

presence in Hong Kong, Malaysia, Oman, Bahrain, Kuwait, Jordan, Egypt, Sudan, Switzerland, 

France, UK, the US, China, Brazil, Lebanon, Curaçao, and Jersey, to name a few. 
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We appreciate your feedback about our conference. Please 
direct all inquiries and comments to our Secretary-General. 

Ankita Satpathy
Secretary-General
secretarygeneral@vamun.org

You can also contact us at the mailing address below: 

VAMUN c/o The International Relations Organization at 
the University of Virginia 
PO Box 400435 
Newcomb Hall Station Charlottesville, VA 22904-4435
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affairs, the organization is not a part of or an agency of the 
University. It is a separate and independent organization 
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