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THE ARMED FORCES OF SAUDI ARABIA: DOSSIER 

 

Prince Muqrin bin Abdulaziz - Crown Prince & First Deputy Prime Minister 

Prince Muqrin is the 35th son of King Abdulaziz, the founder and first King of Saudi 

Arabia. Prince Muqrin is the Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia and the First Deputy Prime Minister. 

Other positions he has held include Director General of the Saudi Intelligence Agency (Al 

Mukhabarat Al A’amah), Deputy Crown Prince and Second Deputy Prime Minister, governor of 

Madinah province and Ha’il province, and advisor and special envoy to King Abdullah. As 

Director General of the Saudi Intelligence Agency, Prince Muqrin organized a conference on 

combating internet militancy, especially used by al Qaeda. He also successfully expelled Islamist 

militants from Saudi Arabia. As special advisor to King Abdullah, Prince Muqrin is in favor of 

pushing sanctions against Iran instead of using military action, as King Abdullah had wanted. 

Moreover, although he is considered by many to be one of the more liberal members of the royal 

family, he is in favor of using a strong and harsh approaches to dealing with Shia uprisings. 

 

Prince Muhammad bin Nayef - Deputy Crown Prince & Second Deputy Prime Minister 

Prince Nayef is the nephew of King Salman and the grandson of King Abdulaziz. He is 

the Deputy Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia and the Second Deputy Prime Minister. He has also 

been the Minister of Interior since 2012. Before that, he was appointed as assistant interior 

minister for security affairs in 1999, where he was credited with the success of the ministry’s 

counter-terrorism program. In 2009, King Abdullah appointed Prince Muhammad as a member 

of the influential Supreme Economic Council of Saudi Arabia, and in early 2015, he was named 
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the chair of the Council for Political and Security Affairs which was established on 29 January 

2015. Even though he is considered a tough enforcer of the government who imprisoned 

thousands of suspected troublemakers in Saudi Arabia, he is regarded as less corrupt and less 

likely to abuse his power in comparison to other members of the royal family. 

 

Prince Mohammad bin Salman - Minister of Defense 

Prince Salman is the Minister of Defense, and is actually the youngest Minister of 

Defense in the world. He is also Secretary General of the Royal Court, Minister of the State, and 

chair of the Council for Economic and and Development Affairs. He is the son of King Salman, 

and clearly one of the King’s favorites. Many of his official positions have been handed to him 

by his father, and so he is a very controversial figure to many members of the royal family. He is 

known for “doing things his own way” without consulting others. 

 

Mohamed Al-Mady - President of Military Industries Corporation 

Al-Mady is the president of the Military Industries Corporation and the vice chairman 

and chief executive officer of Saudi Basic Industries Corporation (SABIC). SABIC is the largest 

public company in Saudi Arabia, even though the government owns 70% of the company. It is 

also the largest company in the Middle East. Al-Mady is also in charge of the Arabian Military 

Industry, a position he has held since February 2015. He is also the chairman of the Saudi 

Arabian Fertilizer Company (SAFCO), and is a member of the SABIC Research and Technology 

Executive Committee and SABIC Europe BV’s Executive Board. Moreover, he is on the board 
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of Aluminium Bahrain (ALBA) and on the US-Saudi Business Council, and heads the Saudi side 

of the Saudi-Taiwanese Joint Committee for Economic and Technical Cooperation. 

 

Prince Saud bin Faisal bin Abdulaziz al Saud - Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Prince Saud bin Faisal is the Minister of Foreign Affairs, a position he has held since 

1975. He is the longest-serving foreign minister in world history. He is one of the strongest 

supporters of political and social reform, and speaks in favor of having women vote, have jobs, 

and drive cars. He speaks seven languages and is well regarded in the diplomatic community. He 

strongly believes in reducing Saudi dependence on United States-dominated security 

arrangements. In 2004, he stated that the real source of trouble in the Middle East was “injustice 

and deprivation inflicted in the region.” Prince Saud bin Faisal is firmly anti-Soviet and an Arab 

nationalist. He is one of the Saudi officials who worked to improve Saudi Arabia’s international 

image and continue its strong relationship with the United States after the September 11 attacks. 

 

Khalid  bin Ali Al Humaidan - Director General of General Intelligence Directorate 

Khalid is the Director General of Al Mukhabarat Al A’amah, also known as the General 

Intelligence Directorate, which is the primary intelligence agency of Saudi Arabia. The agency 

was formed in 1955 and was used by King Abdulaziz to unify Saudi Arabia. The agency 

expanded its monitoring of internal threats in 1979, and in 1982, a royal decree by King Khaled 

established the following organizations within the agency: the General Department for 

Operations; the General Department for Administration and Finance; the General Department for 
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Training and Planning; the General Department for Technical Affairs; the National Research 

Center; and the Center for Media and International Communications. 

 

Major General Mohammad Bin Saleh Al-Otaibi - Commander of Royal Air Forces 

Major General Al-Otaibi is the Commander of the Royal Air Forces. The Royal Saudi 

Air Force is the prize of the Saudi military, and has the third largest fleet of F-15s after the 

American and Japanese air forces. The backbone of the RSAF is the Boeing F-15 Eagle, along 

with the Panavia Tornado. As Major General of the RSAF, Al-Otaibi could potentially destroy 

villages upon villages at his very wish. 

 

Adel al-Jubeir - Ambassador to the United States 

Al-Jubeir is the Saudi ambassador to the United States and was also a foreign policy 

advisor to King Abdullah. He was also a member of the Saudi delegation to the United Nations 

General Assembly and in 2000, became the Director of Saudi Information and Congressional 

Affairs Office at the Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia in Washington D.C. Later, he was named 

the Foreign Affairs Advisor in the Crown Prince’s Court, and then was appointed to the position 

of Advisor of the Royal Court. Following the September 11 attacks, Al-Jubeir represented Saudi 

Arabia to the rest of the world through the media as he appeared in hundreds of television 

appearances and interviews. As ambassador to the United States, he focuses on strengthening the 

relationship between the US and Saudi Arabia by building ties across government departments in 

both countries. He is also focused on the welfare of Saudi citizens living in the United States, 

counter-terrorism, regional peace and security, bilateral trade, cultural exchange and interfaith 
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dialogue. Regarding the Yemeni civil war, Al-Jubeir believes that the Houthis are Iranian-backed 

and are a serious threat, and thus he adamantly supports Saudi Arabia’s involvement in the war.  

 

Prince Bandar bin Sultan al Saud - Former Ambassador to the United States 

Prince Bandar bin Sultan served as Saudi Arabia’s ambassador to the United States from 

1983 to 2005. From 2005 until January 2015 he served as Secretary General of the National 

Security Council. He was also Director General of the Saudi Intelligence Agency from 2012 to 

2014. And from 2014 to January 2015, he was appointed King Abdullah’s special envoy. As 

ambassador to the United States, Prince Bandar helped to strengthen to important alliance 

between the United States and Saudi Arabia. He was the face of the Saudi Arabia lobby for three 

years, and had positive relationships with US Presidents Reagan, Bush (41), Clinton, and Bush 

(43). He was actually so close to George H. W. Bush that he was often described as a member of 

the Bush family, and was nicknamed “Bandar Bush.” Other members of the royal family did not 

trust him because of his close relationship with the US Presidents, but they understand how 

crucial he was to maintaining that alliance. Another fun fact about Prince Bandar is that he went 

missing for a year, between September 2009 and October 2009, and still will not tell the media 

where he was. He was dismissed from the National Security Council in January of 2015 by King 

Salman. 

 

Nizar bin Obaid Madani - State Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Madani has been the state minister for foreign affairs since 2005. He was previously the 

charge d’affaires of the Saudi embassy in Washington DC. He has participated in several 
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international conferences, including the United Nations, the Arab League, the Organization of 

the Islamic Conference, and the Gulf Cooperation Council. Madani was also the head of the 

Kingdom’s delegation for the Disarmament Committee and the Regional Security Commission. 

Like King Salman, he believes that the Gulf Cooperation Council should “transition from the 

stage of cooperation to the stage of union.” 

 

Abdullah  bin Abdulaziz Al-Aifan - Ambassador to Qatar 

Al-Aifan is the Saudi ambassador to Qatar, and was the former Saudi ambassador to 

Syria. Like King Salman and Nizar Madani, Al-Aifan stresses the importance of regional 

cooperation efforts between the Gulf countries. He has helped strengthen the alliance between 

Saudi Arabia and Qatar dramatically, and has arranged multiple visits between Saudi and Qatari 

leaders. Since he has become ambassador, the Saudi-Qatari alliance has reached an all time high, 

with the economy thriving in both government and private sectors, and both countries agreeing 

to strengthen the Gulf Cooperation Council and to support legitimacy of Hadi in Yemen through 

the Saudi-led coalition. 

 

Prince Mutaib II bin Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al Saud - Minister of the National Guard 

Prince Mutaib is the third son of King Abdullah and is the Minister of the National 

Guard. He was previously the Commander of the National Guard (SANG), where he allowed 

women to serve for the first time. King Abdullah appointed him to Minister of the National 

Guard, a position newly created, in 2013. Prince Mutaib has been regarded as “a knowledgeable 

and highly competent commanding officer with strong professional ties to the U.S. military,” 

7 



 

who has developed close alliances with regional political and military leaders, including King 

Hussein and Turkish Prime Minister Turgut Ozal. He successfully modernized the National 

Guard’s capabilities regarding counter-insurgency, information collection and tactical field 

operations. Some of the characteristics that make him one of the leading second-generation 

princes is his low-profile political status, his conservative personal approach, his commitment to 

his father’s doctrine, and his strong tribal bonds. 

 

Abdullah  ibn Muhammad Al ash-Sheikh - Chairman of Consultative Assembly 

Abdullah Al-ash Sheikh is a member of the famous Al ash-Shiekh family, the famous 

family of Saudi religious scholars. Al ash-sheikh is the chairman of the Majlis ash-Shura, the 

Consultative Assembly, a position he has held since 2009. Before that, he was the Minister of 

Justice from 1992 to 2009. As Minister of Justice, he formed the judiciary laws of 2007 which 

were reforms that created specialized courts that operated parallel with the traditional sharia 

courts, but could be judged without reference to Sharia. These laws also created the Supreme 

Court. Al ash-Sheikh is also a member of the Council of Senior Ulema and the Supreme Court 

for Islamic Affairs. He is considered to be more conservative in comparison to the 

second-generation princes. 

 

Vice Admiral Abdullah Al Sultan - Commander of the Royal Saudi Navy 

Vice Admiral Abdullah Al Sultan is the commander of the Royal Saudi Naval Forces 

(RSNF). The navy has more than 60,000 officers and men, including the Marines. There is a 

Western Fleet based in the Red Sea with the main base at Jeddah, and an Eastern Fleet based in 

8 



 

the Persian Gulf with the main base in Jubail. The RSNF headquarters are in Riyadh, and other 

naval facilities are in Yanbu, Dammam, and Ras Mishab. The RSNF owns French built frigates 

and support vessels, US built corvettes and patrol boats, and British built Sandown-class 

minehunters.  

 

Major General Jarallah Al Aluwayt - Commander of Strategic Forces 

Major General Jarallah Al Aluwayt is the Commander of the Royal Saudi Strategic 

Forces, a branch of the Royal Saudi Armed Forces responsible for commissioning long-range 

strategic missiles. Al Aluwayt opened the new headquarters in Riyadh in July 2013. The facility 

coordinated Saudi Arabia’s “Peace Shield” radar and air defense systems along with the Royal 

Saudi Air Defense. Al Aluwayt is also in charge or developing the nuclear program of Saudi 

Arabia, which was pushed forward from 2009. For his safety, his name and photographs were 

only released to the public in 2013, and his personality is still unknown as he refuses to be 

interviewed.  

 

Lt. General Prince Fahd Al Saud - Commander of the Royal Land Forces 

Lieutenant General Prince Fahd Al Saud is Commander of the Royal Land Forces, also 

called the Saudi Arabian Army. The Army and the National Guard together make up the Saudi 

Arabia Ground Armed Forces (SAAF). In the year 2000, the Saudi government spent billions of 

dollars to expand the Saudi Forces, including the Saudi Army. The Army consists of four 

armoured, five mechanized, and two light infantry (royal guards and special forces) brigades. 

Unfortunately, the Army has been chronically understrength, which was aggravated by a policy 

9 



 

that permitted considerate absenteeism and by an inability to retain experienced technicians and 

noncommissioned officers.  

 

Prince Faisal bin Bandar Al Saud - Governor of Riyadh 

Prince Faisal is the current governor of Riyadh, and was previously the governor of Al 

Qassim and the Asir province. He is a former military officer who served as the director of the 

organization and administration department of the Defense and Aviation Ministry. He is also a 

member of the Allegiance Council. He was very close to the late King Abdullah. Riyadh is not 

only the physical capital of Saudi Arabia, but the center for the Kingdom’s administrative, 

economic, diplomatic, and cultural institutions. As governor of Riyadh, Prince Faisal is focused 

on improving the city’s transport networks and capabilities, creating a financial services and 

technology centre, and working on projects related to health, education, environment, utilities 

infrastructure, and housing and real estate. 

 

Prince Khalid bin Sultan - Former Deputy Minister of Defense 

Prince Khalid was the deputy minister of defense from 2011 to 2013. He was also the 

assistant minister of defense and aviation and general inspector for the military affairs. In his first 

years in the army, he was in charge of contracting and purchasing Saudi Arabia’s first guided 

missile from the People’s Republic of China. He then established the Saudi Air Defense Force 

and became its first commander. Prince Khalid is not currently serving in any position in the 

army, but has been included in this committee because of his extreme importance in the 2009 

Saudi bombing of the Houthis. In November 2009, Prince Khalid led a Saudi military 
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intervention in Yemen, titled “Operation Scorched Earth,” which has been regarded as a 

complete failure and embarrassment for Saudi Arabia. The Saudi air strikes had hit hospitals, 

killing hundreds of Yemeni civilians, and Saudi troops could not push back the Houthis. King 

Abdullah was disappointed in the long duration of the conflict, the large number of casualties, 

and Saudi incompetence, and thus removed Prince Khalid from his position. 

 

Prince Ahmed bin Abdulaziz Al Saud - Former Minister of Interior 

Prince Ahmed is the 31st son of King Abdulaziz. He was the Deputy Minister of Interior 

from 1975 to 2012, and was then briefly the Minister of Interior in 2012. He also previously 

served as the deputy governor of the Makkah province. Although he is retired, his political voice 

is still very important, as he is one of the Sudairi Seven, the alliance of the seven full brothers of 

King Abdullah and his wife Hussa Sudairi. He is the eldest of the seven. As minister of interior, 

he supported King Abdullah’s cautious reform initiatives. He also called for a “border fence” 

between Saudi Arabia and Iraq. 

 

Tariq Alhomayed - Former Editor-in-Chief of Asharq al-Awsat 

Alhomayed is the former editor-in-chief of Asharq al-awsat. He introduced the concept 

of an ombudsman to the newspaper, meaning an anonymous editor who writes a weekly critique 

of the newspaper’s performance under a column called “Al muraqeb al sahafi.” Alhomayed is 

also regarded as being very critical of the relationship between Saudi Arabia and Qatar, and has 

published many vindictive articles criticising the state of Qatar. He has also been accused of 

banning writers who are highly critical of Saudi Arabia or its allies (except for Qatar, of course). 
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He has been invited to this committee because articles will be published through him, Adel al 

Torafia, and Abdulrahman al-Rashed. 

 

Adel al Toraifa - General Manager of Al-Arabiya & Minister of Information and Culture 

Al Toraifa is the General Manager of Al-Arabiya News Channel and also the Minister of 

Information and Culture. He started off as a journalist, specializing in Saudi-Iranian relations and 

foreign policy decision making in the Arab states of the Persian Gulf. As General Manager of 

Al-Arabiya, he is in charge of ascertaining that all articles and news support the Royal family and 

Saudi government. All citizens of Saudi Arabia get their news from Al-Arabiya, so al Toraifa 

oversees what the people will know.  He has been invited to this committee because articles will 

be published through him, Abdulrahman al-Rashed, and Tariq Alhomayed. 

 

Abdulrahman  al-Rashed - Former General Manager of Al Arabiya 

Al-Rashed is the former General Manager of the Al Arabiya News Channel. He is one of 

Saudi Arabia’s most famous and critically acclaimed reporters, having interviewed several world 

leaders. He is also the former editor-in-chief of the London-based Arab paper Asharq al-Awsat, 

where he still regularly writes a political column. He has been invited to this committee because 

articles will be published through him, Adel al Torafia, and Tariq Alhomayed. 

 

Prince Khalid bin Faisal Al Saud - Governor of Makkah 

Prince Khalid is the current governor of the Makkah province in Saudi Arabia. He has 

previously served as the governor of the Asir province and the minister of education. As 
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governor of the Asir province, he was credited with bringing a measure of modernity and 

prosperity to the province. As governor of the Makkah province, which includes the holy city of 

Makkah and the second largest city in Saudi Arabia, Jeddah, he played a major role in managing 

the annual Hajj in Makkah, the world’s largest religious pilgrimage. He was governor of the 

Makkah province from 2007 to 2013, then took a break to be the Minister of Education from 

2013 to 2015, and is now the governor of Makkah again since January. He is widely respected in 

the royal family and appreciated for his combination of both modern and traditional sensibilities. 

Prince Khalid and his son Bandar bin Khalid Al Saud founded the Arab Thought Foundation, a 

Saudi think-tank group that focuses on improving the relations between Arab nations and 

Western nations. This international, independent and non-governmental organization aims to 

advance the economic, social, and cultural development of the Arab region. 

 

Prince Saud bin Abdul Muhsin Al Saud - Governor of Ha’il 

Prince Saud is the governor of the Ha’il province. Other positions he has held include the 

director of the Health and Housing Department in the Ministry of Health, director general of the 

Ministry of Health, deputy governor of the Makkah province, and acting governor of the Makkah 

province. He is also president of the Supreme Commission for Ha’il Development and head of 

the Supreme Commission of the Ha’il Rally. Prince Saud was the subject of a BBC documentary 

about modern Saudi Arabia, where he famously said that the Western world needs to learn that 

“you can only change people as much as they want to be changed,” and that his people do not 

want to be Westernized. 
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Prince Saud bin Nayef Al Saud - Governor of Eastern Province 

Prince Saud bin Nayef is the governor of the Eastern province. He was the former head of 

the Crown Prince Court and was also a special advisor to the Saudi Crown Prince. He was also 

considered one of the candidates for king or crown prince when the crown was passed down to 

the next generation. He was also the Saudi ambassador to Spain. Moreover, Prince Saud is a 

member of the board of trustees of the Arab Thought Foundation, a Saudi think-tank group that 

focuses on improving the relations between Arab nations and Western nations. This 

international, independent and non-governmental organization aims to advance the economic, 

social, and cultural development of the Arab region. Prince Saud is also a member of the 

Allegiance Council.  

 

Prince Faisal bin Khalid bin Abdulaziz al Saud - Governor of Asir 

Prince Faisal is the governor of the Asir province. He is also the chair of the King Khalid 

Foundation and a member of the Allegiance Council. He was also one of the advisors of the 

Crown Prince Court, meaning he was an advisor to Crown Prince Nayef. As governor of the Asir 

province, he successfully dealt with protests by university students from the King Khalid 

University in Abha. He cared for the students’ demands, but also declared that protests and plans 

that are designed to harm the security of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia will not be tolerated. 

Thus, he is very strict about internal security. 

 

Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman Al Saud - Assistant Minister of Petroleum and Mineral 

Resources 
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Prince Abdulaziz is the fourth son of King Salman and is the current Assistant Minister 

of Petroleum and Mineral Resources, having served as the Deputy Minister from 1995 to 2005. 

As the assistant oil minister, he deals directly with the Kingdom’s major source of income, 

petroleum. He is said to be popular and a key player in the government. Other positions he holds 

include member of the board of governors of the Oxford Institute for Energy Studies, the Oxford 

Energy Policy Club and the Institute of Petroleum, and honorary president of the Saudi 

Economic Association. 

 

 

Prince Faisal bin Salman bin Abdulaziz al Saud - Governor of Madinah 

Prince Faisal is the fifth son of King Salman and governor of the Madinah province. He 

was previously the chairman of the Saudi Research and Marketing Group (SRMG), which is the 

largest media company in the Middle East, North and Central Africa. He is also the owner of 

Arab News, Asharq Al-Awsat, and Al Eqtisadiah. Moreover, he is the chairman of the Board on 

Social Responsibility in Riyadh, and also established a school for training journalists and other 

media employees. He is the chairman of Jadwa Investments, a Riyadh-based leading Saudi 

investment bank, and is on the council of the International Institute for Strategic Studies. He is an 

influential and successful businessman and is very well respected. 

 

Sheikh  Abdul-Aziz ibn Abdullah al ash-Sheikh - Grand Mufti of Saudi Arabia 

Al ash-sheikh is the Grand Mufti of Saudi Arabia and the head of the Permanent 

Committee for Islamic Research and Issuing Fatwahs. He is also the Council of Senior Scholars, 

15 



 

the highest religious body that advises the King on religious matters. He believes that 

“reconciliation between religions is impossible.” He has, on multiple occasions, called for the 

destruction of churches in the Arabian peninsula. In 2012, he issues a fatwa allowing 

ten-year-old girls to marry, saying that girls are ready for marriage by age 10 or 12. He 

denounces suicide bombers. He definitely does not have any government or foreign affairs 

experience, but he holds the most important religious position in Saudi Arabia, and so he is 

important to have in the committee. 

 

Sheikh  Nimr Baqir al-Nimr - Shi’a Shiekh 

Al-Nimr is a famous Shi’a shiekh from the Eastern Province. He is the only Shi’a 

member in this committee, and so not only is he representing Shi’a people as a whole, but he also 

has to be very careful not to offend anyone or he might be killed. He is from the Eastern 

Province.  He is very critical of the Saudi Arabian government, calling for free elections in Saudi 

Arabia. He believes that the Eastern Province should secede if Saudi Shi’a rights are not 

respected. 
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We appreciate your feedback about our conference. Please 
direct all inquiries and comments to our Secretary-General. 

Ankita Satpathy
Secretary-General
secretarygeneral@vamun.org

You can also contact us at the mailing address below: 

VAMUN c/o The International Relations Organization at 
the University of Virginia 
PO Box 400435 
Newcomb Hall Station Charlottesville, VA 22904-4435

Non-Affiliation Statement

Although this organization has members who are 
University of Virginia students and may have University 
employees associated or engaged in its activities and 
affairs, the organization is not a part of or an agency of the 
University. It is a separate and independent organization 
which is responsible for and manages its own activities and 
affairs. The University does not direct, supervise or control 
the organization and is not responsible for the organizations 
contracts, acts, or omissions.


