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Mohamed al-Atifi 

Minister of Defense 

Al-Atifi went to school to become a military officer, and enjoyed a quick series of promotions 

leading to visibility in the eyes of the Houthi cause. He knows the Houthi military leadership 

very well, as well as many from Hadi government. Before his promotion, al-Atifi achieved the 

rank of major general in the Yemeni Strategic Reserve Forces. The Strategic Reserve Forces is 

under his jurisdiction as Minister of Defense, but Al-Atifi serves mostly as an advisor to Ahmed 

Saleh, who is the one leading leading the SRF. 

 

Jilaydan Mahmmoud Jilaydan 

Minister of Communications and Information Technology 

Jilaydan grew up in the heart of Sana’a and enjoyed a privileged upbringing where we went on to 

attend the University of Science and Technology in Sana’a, Yemen’s top university. His family is 

well connected, and has contacts in both the rebel and formally recognized Yemeni 

governments. He found work at TeleYemen after graduation and remained working at its 

headquarters in Sana’a until being asked by Saleh Ali al-Sammad, a family friend, to join the 

cabinet. He works with service providers to ensure growth in Yemen’s internet, radio, television 

and telephone sectors. He works with the Minister of Information on matters of surveillance. 

 

Abdullah Ahmad al-Kibsy 

Minister of Culture 

Al-Kibsy worked for the Ministry of Culture after being an entrepreneur, starting his own record 

label in Yemen. He knows many of Yemen’s prominent musicians and works to promote Houthi 

culture through propaganda and through supporting arts that promote Houthi values. His staff 

is responsible for creating and sponsoring pro-Houthi works, and finding sympathizers to the 

Houthi cause in the international art community. 

 

Jalal al-Rowaishan 

Deputy Prime Minister of Security 

al-Rowaishan grew up in a suburb of Sana’a, and then went to Sana’a for high school and 

eventually the Police College and Sana’a University where he earned his diploma in Police 

Sciences and a BA in Sharia law, respectively. He rose to prominence after the unification in 

1990 where he then moved up the ranks in the Yemeni police forces. He’s a conservative Zaidi 

who oversees various municipal police forces.  

 

Hussein Abdullah Mkabuli 

Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Affairs 

Mkabuli is the son of a wealthy businessman from Aden, and grew up in both Aden and Sana’a. 

He got an MBA from NYU, and has connections around the world. He worked in his father’s 

mineral brokerage business, mostly mediating the sale of mineral rights, until he was 25, when 

he got a job at the Ministry for Economic Affairs. Since then, his portfolios have dealt primarily 



in economic development. He’s familiar with members of the Yemeni business community and 

hopes to see greater expansion of the services industry in Yemen, tourism and finance in 

particular. 

 

Nabil Abdullah al-Wazair 

Minister of Water and Environment 

Al-Wazair worked for the municipal water company in Sana’a after studying civil engineering at 

the University of Science and Technology in Sana’a. He works to ensure accessibility to water in 

Yemen, an issue that has always plagued it. He works closely with the Minister of Agriculture 

and Irrigation, and oversees Yemen’s entire water infrastructure in Houthi controlled areas. He 

also advocates for sustainable development in Yemen and protection for Yemen’s biodiverse 

regions. 

 

Thiyab Mohsen bin Maeli 

Minister of Petroleum and Minerals 

Maeli, like his father and brother and brother worked for a subsidiary of the national petroleum 

company, Yemen Oil and Gas Corporation before the civil war. He has a degree in Petroleum 

Engineering from the University of Science in Technology, and comes from a wealthy and well 

connected family. He is in charge of maintaining control over the oil fields and refineries in 

Yemen, ensuring that they remain sources of revenue for the Houthi cause. 

 

 

Mohamed Abdullah al-Kawsi 

Minister of Interior 

After growing up in a suburb of Sana’a, al-Kawsi moved to Sana’a to pursue a career with the 

ministry of the interior. Before his promotion to minister, he was tasked with overseeing much 

of the affairs relating to Yemen’s protected areas, including several of its uniquely biodiverse 

islands and other treasures all around the country. He has strong relationships with the local 

people and managers of these protected areas, and has an incredible knowledge of Yemen’s 

geography. As Minister of Interior, he oversees Houthi defectors of the Special Security Forces, a 

paramilitary group with its own detention facilities. 

 

Ahmed Mohammed Hamed 

Minister of Information 

Hamed is responsible for the bulk of intelligence work for the Houthi rebels. He is tasked with 

finding operatives on the sides of Houthi enemies and turning them to serve the Houthi cause 

and provide valuable information that will shorten the battle with the Houthis and their foes. He 

has access to Yemeni communications infrastructure, and can monitor any target in the country 

with varying degrees of difficulty.  

 

 

 

 



Hisham Sharaf Abdullah 

Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Abdullah comes from an internationally oriented family, coming from 2 generations of career 

diplomats. He, like many other committee members, grew up in Sana’a but spent much of his 

later childhood abroad in France and Morocco accompanying his father on diplomatic 

assignments. He began establishing foreign contacts in his childhood, and then later when he 

began his work in the ministry of foreign affairs upon graduation. Abdullah is one of the people 

responsible for maintaining foreign contacts and assuring amicable relations between the 

Houthis and their foreign allies, and gain greater international recognition. 

 

Hassan Mohammed Zaid 

Minister of Youth and Sport 

Zaid, since he was very young spent all of his time on soccer, with his family, and with his 

mosque. He became an assistant coach for a club team in Sana’a when he was only 18, and then 

went on to become an assistant coach for the Yemeni national soccer team. He works in 

conjunction with the Minister of Education to bolster physical education at public and private 

schools, and hopes to one day see Yemen play in the World Cup. 

 

Abdulrahman Ahmed al-Mukhtar 

Minister of Legal Affairs 

Al-Mukhtar studied Sharia Law at Sana’a University, and has a strong background in Yemeni 

Law. He was a prolific lawyer who was promoted to become a judge operating in Sana’a. Upon 

his promotion to Minister, he focused his energy on improving Yemen’s institutions and 

strengthening the rule of law. He has often faced pressure from tribal leaders, but knows he 

must work with the Houthis and their allies in order to establish a justice system that will work 

properly for Yemen. He is currently in charge of Yemen’s court system in Houthi territory. 

 

Sheikh Sayyid Yahia Badreddin al-Houthi 

Minister of Education 

Al-Houthi is one of the elder brothers of the Houthi general Abdul-Malik al-Houthi. Like his 

brother, he was born in Saada in northern Yemen. He has degrees in Education and Sharia Law 

from Sana’a University, where he was a dean and faculty member. He’s well acquainted with 

scholars from around Yemen and the rest of the Arab World. He oversees the curriculum of the 

schools in western Yemen, as well as the expansion of accessibility to public education. 

 

Talal Aklan 

Minister of Civil Service and Insurance 

Aklan is the head of the nationwide human resources department for Yemenis civil servants. He 

oversees training and the adherence to standards in Yemen’s civil service, as well as insurance 

and pensions. He initially worked at a private insurance company for international shipment 

companies before beginning his career at the Ministry. On a large scale he makes decisions 

about recruitment regarding Yemen’s civil servants. 

 



 

Mohammed Salem Bin Hafidh 

Minister of Public Health and Population 

Hafidh works to promote Yemen’s healthcare system and make it as robust as possible, even in 

the face of a civil war. Hafidh fell into the role after the original person tapped for the job was 

assassinated in a bombing in Sana’a. Although somewhat reluctant to be in his role, he is 

optimistic about the future of Yemen’s healthcare system, and wants to help cultivate a new 

generation of doctors and improved healthcare infrastructure. He was a top cardiologist in 

Sana’a before his promotion, and comes from an influential Houthi family. Dealin with Yemen’s 

humanitarian crisis is the main responsibility of his portfolio. 

 

Abdu Mohammed Bishr 

Minister of Industry and Trade 

Bishr was a wealthy lobbyist for mineral companies before his promotion to Minister. He wants 

to legitimize the Houthi government by brokering trade deals with international bodies that can 

show that the Houthi government is more capable of assuring economic prowess in the region 

than the Hadi government. He’s well connected in the international minerals market. 

 

Mohammad Mohammad al-Zubayri 

Minister for Fisheries 

Al-Zubayri worked as the manager of a fishing business that he inherited from his father before 

he passed the business on to his son in order to become the Minister of Fisheries. The Houthi 

government has given him a small force of armed men to accompany fishing boats when they 

sail near Somalia, to avoid conflicts with the fishermen that encroach on Yemeni waters. He 

seeks to promote sustainable fishing but above that to ensure the safety of Yemeni fisherman in 

the face of Somali pirates and Western naval blockades. 

 

Ahmed Abdullah Akabat 

Minister of Justice 

Akabat has a background in criminal law and contract law, and served as a private lawyer before 

his promotion to Minister. His ultimate goal is to make the criminals of the Hadi government 

pay for their crimes and ensure that the Yemeni people have a robust justice system free from 

corruption. His jurisdiction includes offences done by businesses and parts of the government. 

 

Hussein Ali Hazeb 

Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research 

Hazeb is responsible for overseeing the curricula of Yemen’s universities, and for ensuring that 

Yemen’s scientific research operations are adequately funded and productive. He was a 

professor of electrical engineering at the University of Science and Technology in Sana’a before 

being recruited to the cabinet. He wants to promote the Houthi cause any way he can, partially 

because in his position he has free reign of what he chooses to promote within the education 

system – much greater freedom than under the Hadi government. 

 



Nasser Mahfouz Bagazkoz 

Minister of Tourism 

Bagazkoz worked for marketing agencies in both Aden and Sana’a, and worked in the industry 

until being asked to become Minister of Tourism. As a result of the civil war, tourism in Yemen 

has dropped severely. Bagazkoz’s main role in the cabinet will be to portray idealized views of 

western Yemen to the international community to show Houthi territory in a better light and 

protect what little tourism remains in the country. He has a well-connected staff of bureaucrats 

connected to hoteliers, airlines, and players in the tourism industry in nearby countries. 

Yemen’s current lack of a tourism sector has led this office to redirect its skillset to propaganda.  

 

 

Ghazi Ahmed Mohsen 

Minister of Agriculture and Irrigation 

Mohsen is the son of a wealthy factory farm owner, and joined the Ministry of Agriculture and 

Irrigation after his older brother took over the family’s farm. He knows all the owners of large 

scale farms in Yemen, and is in charge of ensuring the stability and growth of Yemen’s 

agriculture sector. He hopes to convert as much of Yemen as possible into arable land, and 

increase Yemeni prestige by becoming a robust agricultural power using modern techniques 

such as hydroponics and automated farming. Making Houthi controlled Yemen as self-sufficient 

on food as possible will be the key to winning the war, believes Mohsen. 

 

Ali Bin Ali Al-Kays 

Minister of Local Administration 

Al-Kays oversees small municipal governments, in addition to tribal areas. He grew up in a tribal 

area himself in the rugged Arhab District of Sana’a Governate, and although not university 

educated he rose to prominence as one of the Houthi community organizers in the 2011 Yemeni 

Revolution leading protests as part of the Arab Spring. He was chosen for his position because of 

his connections with different tribes and local leadership around western Yemen, and his ability 

to mediate between tribes with varying interests. 

 

Sharaf Ali al-Kulaisi 

Minister of Religious Endowments and Guidance 

Al-Kalaisi serves as the liaison between the government and cabinet and Yemen’s local religious 

leaders. He served as an Imam at a mosque outside of Sana’a before being promoted to his 

government position. He comes from a long line of Imams, coming from a line of prominent 

Zaidi leaders of Yemen. He is a strict adherent to Zaidism, and knows all of the Zaidi Imams in 

Yemen but is not close with religious leaders of other faiths. His embodiment of Zaidi ideals was 

most prominently displayed in his support for the 2011 Yemeni revolution, following the Zaidi 

idea of actively overthrowing unjust rule.  

 

 

 

Mohammed Saeed al-Mashjari 



Minister of Expatriate Affairs 

Al-Mashjari is responsible for overseeing the affairs of both expatriates from other countries in 

Yemen, and Yemeni expatriates abroad. He is close with the expatriate community in Yemen, 

which mostly consists of Arabs from surrounding nations living with Yemeni family members. 

This number has decreased in areas of conflict, particularly Aden where Al-Mashjari is from. He 

worked briefly at the Ministry of Tourism, and uses his connections to make solve logistical 

issues of the Houthi rebels by working with foreign contacts. 

 

Saleh Ahmed Shaaban 

Minister of Finance 

Shabaan oversees the finance of the Houthi rebels, including their treasury and money 

laundering operations. In his previous work with various Yemeni banks and then later with the 

Houthi rebels, he has juggled a variety of techniques of managing funds in savings and 

investments, and laundering the money when necessary. He has a background in finance from 

Cairo University, and maintains contacts from within Egypt for his illicit financial operations. 

 

Jilaydan Mahmmoud Jilaydan 

Minister of Communications and Information Technology 

Jilaydan grew up in the heart of Sana’a and enjoyed a privileged upbringing where we went on to 

attend the University of Science and Technology in Sana’a, Yemen’s top university. His family is 

well connected, and has contacts in both the rebel and formally recognized Yemeni 

governments. He found work at TeleYemen after graduation and remained working at its 

headquarters in Sana’a until being asked by Saleh Ali al-Sammad, a family friend, to join the 

cabinet. He works with service providers to ensure growth in Yemen’s internet, radio, television 

and telephone sectors. He works with the Minister of Information on matters of surveillance. 

 

Abdullah Ahmad al-Kibsy 

Minister of Culture 

Al-Kibsy worked for the Ministry of Culture after being an entrepreneur, starting his own record 

label in Yemen. He knows many of Yemen’s prominent musicians and works to promote Houthi 

culture through propaganda and through supporting arts that promote Houthi values, 

specifically those of Zaidi muslims as a whole. His staff is responsible for creating and 

sponsoring pro-Houthi works, and finding sympathizers to the Houthi cause in the international 

art community. 

 

Zakaria Yahya al-Shami 

Minister of Transport 

Al-Shami is a recent graduate of the University of Science and Technology in Sana’a and was 

raised in an affluent family. His father was an electrical engineer and he has dreamed of 

modernizing Yemen since he was very young, hoping to bring western convenience to 

underserved parts of the country. He wants to expand Yemen’s public transportation systems 

around the county to develop the interior further and allow commerce, agriculture and tourism 

to work smoother than before to ensure Yemen’s prosperity. He was poached from a research 



position from the Hadi government’s Ministry of Transportation for his strong ties to the 

Houthis in Sana’a. 

 

Alia Faisal Abdullatif al-Shaba 

Minister of Human Rights 

Al-Shaba has a legal background in refugee law. His portfolio primarily deals with human 

trafficking, refugees and children. His family was displaced as a result of the 1994 Yemeni Civil 

war, and he hopes to be able to advocate for those affected by the violence seeking to escape it, 
and gain sympathy from the international community. He is at odds with the leadership of the 

Houthis and their allies in their supposed use of child soldiers, but he firmly believes that the 

Houthis can establish a more robust system for securing human rights than the Hadi 

government ever could have. 

 

Fares Mana'a 

Minister of State 

Mana’a, Yemen’s most famous arms dealer was born in the northeastern city of Sa’dah. He has 

ties to several terrorist organizations and authoritarian governments around Africa and Asia, 

and is known internationally as an arms dealer and spy who has suffered legal troubles as a 

result of his covert yet lucrative career. In 2011, he led Houthi rebels in a week long battle 

against the Yemeni government in Sa’dah, after which he became governor of the governorate 

for over three years. His impressive career and demonstrated resilience and steadfast leadership 

made him an obvious choice for Minister of State. 

 

Lutf Ali al-Jermouzi 

Minister of Electricity and Energy 

Jermouzi is an electrical engineer who worked for Sana’as Power Company before being 

recruited by the Houthi rebels. He hopes to strengthen and expand Yemen’s energy 

infrastructure to avoid problems such as brownouts and cyberattacks. He wants Yemen to 

export its oil for profit and take advantage of renewable resources such as solar and wind energy 

to show the world that the Houthi government will not only be a strong energy exporter but also 

a well developed country. 

 

Ghalib Abdullah Mutlaq 

Minister of Public Works and Highways 

Mutlaq comes from a wealthy construction family, and became a foreman right out of school. He 

quickly moved up the ranks of the family business, and eventually he was recruited by the 

Houthis for the SPC cabinet. He hopes to establish an extensive system of high quality roads that 

connect the country, and construct public works in urban areas that highlight the richness of 

Houthi culture. 
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