
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Delegates, 
 
It is my distinct honor to welcome you to VAMUN XXXVII and the Wilson Global Systems 
Simulation! By wanting to come to this year’s Virginia Model United Nations Conference, you 
have shown that you are the type of person who wishes to learn more about the world’s largest 
challenges, and aren’t afraid to attempt to solve them. As someone interested in the Wilson 
Global Systems Simulation, you have shown that you are willing to navigate some of the most 
complex situations, with multifaceted approaches and many different interests at stake. Past 
iterations of the Wilson Global Systems Simulation (WGSS) have done a good job of simulating 
the complexities of real life situations and conflicts, and this years WGSS strives to do the same. 
 
This year’s iteration of WGSS focuses on the Yemen Civil War, and often overlooked by 
complex and important conflict. With six separate committees all having a stake in the outcome 
of the Civil War and the future of Yemen, Delegates will have to balance their position’s 
personal beliefs with their committees interests, as well as their country’s domestic politics and 
the international ramifications of their actions. The beauty of WGSS is that all six committees, of 
over one hundred delegates, can be effected by not only one committees actions, but indeed on 
delegates well researched, thought out, and reasonable yet impactful actions. This year is no 
different. 
 
This guide is supposed to provide the quick, birds eye view of where the conflict stands starting 
on the first committee session. This overview should act as more of a primer for delegates right 
before the conference, not as a sole source of information. Each committee’s background guide 
will provide much more information to fully prepare delegates for the conference, as well as 
point them in the direction of even more resources. Use this as a quick guide for the overview of 
the start of the simulation, not the only source of researching. 

Adam Kimelman 
Head Crisis Director - Wilson Global Systems Simulation 

                 wgss@vamun.org 

 

 



 

Overview: 

MARCH 22, 2015: 

 As the situation currently stands, the Houthi Rebels, led by the Supreme Political 

Council, have captured the capital city of Sana’a in Yemen. Emboldened by this recent victory, 

the Houthi march south towards the critical port of Aden, and the only major population center 

still controlled by the Hadi Government. After defeat in losing the country’s capital city, 

President Hadi and his troops are making a final stand in Aden, although they are completely 

surrounded by Hadi Forces. While they still control the crucial port, all current efforts seem to 

only slow down the Houthi advance, not stop it. 
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They South Yemen movement (in yellow) has now allied itself with the Hadi 

Government (in red) more out of opposition to the Houthi (green) than agreement with the Hadi. 

While this has temporarily stabilized the Hadi-allied forces, the Houthi are continuing to march 

south towards Aden. Aden could fall within days if nothing changes, and many outside powers 

are now considering intervening in the country. Here is the status update for each of the 

committees as of March 22, 2015 (the start date of committee).  

 
Hadi Government: While the Hadi Government is fighting valiantly, they need a lot of help. 

The temporary alliance with the South Yemen movement has stopped the bleeding, but the 

Houthi are still putting a tremendous amount of pressure on Hadi forces. The Hadi Government 

must focus on securing help from other western or Sunni powers in order to put up a fighting 

chance in this conflict. The Hadi must also consider possible roads to peace, as they have a vital 

interest in ruling Yemen after the conflict is over. For that reason, they are not only attempting to 

win militarily, but must deal with humanitarian crises as well. 

.  

Supreme Political Council: The Supreme Political Council has achieved a major victory by 

capturing Sana’a, and now marches south towards Aden. They have been able to rally popular 

support in more Shia areas of the country, as well as rallying off of economic and civil distress in 

the battle for Yemen, but could be out-matched if a major outside power decides to intervene on 

behalf of the Hadi. Like the Hadi, the Houthi must also be concerned with humanitarian crises 

and consider what ruling Yemen after the crisis is over.  

 



Saudi Arabia: Saudi Arabia is very concerned with the conflict with Yemen for multiple 

reasons. Sharing a border with the country, they will be in very close proximity to whoever 

prevails as victorious in this conflict. As a major Sunni power, the last thing Saudi Arabia wants 

is a Shia power on it’s southern border. Saudi Arabia is at the top of the list of countries who 

have the military capacity and the vested interest in intervening in Yemen on behalf of the Hadi. 

Saudi Arabia also has a vested interest in making sure there is not a mass displacement or people 

or refugee crisis, as that could directly affect Saudi Arabia as well. 

Iran: Iran finds itself in a bit of a predicament for this crisis. While Iran would love nothing 

more to have a Shia ally in the Houthi in Yemen, they do have to consider the international 

implications of backing such a group. With negotiations with the United States for some sort of 

nuclear deal that may lift sanctions on Iran, as well as attempting to regain clout in the 

international community, it may have to restrain itself from fully intervening publically. With 

that said, the potential of having a Shia ally in the Houthi prevail may be too tempting to pass up.  

 
United States: The United States has a vital interest in attempting to keep a more friendly, Sunni 

power like the Hadi Government, in power. With that said, they are also constricted by several 

factors. Just like the nuclear negotiations affect Iran, they also affect the United State’s role in 

this conflict. General popular opinion at home also could change to what level the United States 

could get involved with this conflict. The US would love to intervene on behalf of the Hadi 

Government, but to what degree still remains to be seen. The US also wishes to combat Al 

Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula and the Islamic State as well. 

 
United Arab Emirates: The UAE serves an interesting role in this conflict. While backing the 

Sunni based Hadi, they politically would prefer to let Saudi Arabia take the more direct military 



role, with them following. At the same time, the UAE has a much better relationship with Iran 

than Saudi Arabia does, and that could result in them being a key negotiator and potentially 

peacemaker in this conflict. The UAE will also have to consider to what degree they work to 

help the Hadi Government, or to fight AQAP and IS-Yemen. 

 
	


