
VIRGINIA 
MODEL UNITED NATIONS

WGSS: YEMEN CIVIL WAR, 
UNITED STATES CENTRAL COMMAND

Chair: Elizabeth Reid
Crisis Director: Jeffrey Yoo



CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET 
 

Operation: Yemeni Freedom 2015 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personnel Files: 
United States Central Command 

 
Commander in Chief:  

Barack H. Obama 
 

 



CENTCOM & Affiliates 
 
CENTCOM  Deputy Commander - Lieutenant 
General  Charles Q. Brown, Jr. 
Lieutenant General Brown  is the air 
component commander and deputy commander 
for USCENTCOM. Within Central  and 
Southwest Asia, he is responsible  for 
conducting air operations  and developing 
contingency plans, and thus  works 
closely with Qatar. He has  commanded a 
fighter squadron and two  fighter wings, 
and has led the U.S. Air  Force Weapons 
School. Prior to working  with CENTCOM, 
he served as director, operations, 
strategic deterrence, and  nuclear 

integration in U.S. Air Forces in Europe HQ at Ramstein  Air Base 
in Germany. Lieutenant General  Brown is a command pilot  with 
almost 3,000 flying hours  and 95 combat hours. 

 
USARCENT Commanding  General  -  Lieutenant 
General  Michael  X. Garrett 
In addition to his role as USARCENT 
Commanding general, Lieutenant  General 
Garrett serves as the Chief  of Staff for 
CENTCOM and commands the  3rd  Battalion 
325th Infantry (Airborne)  and 82nd 
Airborne Division at Fort  Bragg in North 
Carolina. He is the commanding  general 
of United States Army Alaska  and has 
several deployments to the  Central 
Region to serve in Operation  Enduring 
Freedom, Operation New Dawn,  and 

Operation Iraqi Freedom.  Lieutenant General Garrett has  the most 
contact with Kuwait - which  also has the most active combat 
support logistics hub in  the world. ARCENT includes the  4th 
battlefield coordination  detachment, the 3rd Medical Command 
(Deployment Support), the  1st Sustainment Command (Theater),  two 

 



area support groups,a Headquarters  and Headquarters Battalion,  a 
training support battalion,  a theater signal command,  an air 
defense artillery brigade,  a military intelligence brigade,  a 
civil affairs brigade, and  an engineer detachment. ARCENT  has 
1,300 assigned soldiers at Shaw Air Force Base, S.C. and the 
operational command post  on Camp Arifjan, Kuwait. 

 
NAVCENT Commander - Vice  Admiral  Kevin  M. 
Donegan 
Vice Admiral Donegan is  the director of 
operations (J3) for CENTCOM  in addition to 
leading its naval component.  Donegan is 
the Commander of the U.S.  5th Fleet and 
Commander of the Combined  Maritime Forces. 
Earlier in his career, he  was a  Naval 
Aviator and has over 3,800  hours of 
experience in 31 different  types of 
aircraft and over 800 arrested  landings on 
15 different aircraft carriers.  He has 
served with NATO in Southern  Europe and 
has deployed as the NATO  liaison to the 

Commander of the UN Protection  Force. He has knowledge  of Navy 
Fighter Weapons and Navy  Nuclear Power, and his role has him in 
contact with Bahrain regularly.  The Combined Maritime  Forces 
focus on defeating terrorism,  preventing piracy, encouraging 
regional cooperation, and  promoting a safe maritime environment. 
This makes NAVCENT and CMF  key in securing Yemen’s ports  and the 
Bab el Mandeb strait. NAVCENT  is also key in allowing  the 
passage of maritime humanitarian  aid into Yemen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
MARCENT Commander -  Lieutenant 
General  William  D.  Beydler 
Trained as a Marine Aviator, 
Lieutenant General Beydler  accumulated 
about 4,000 flight hours  in tactical 
jet aircraft with over 3,000  in the 
F/A-18. Beydler has commanded  MARCENT 
since 2015 and previously  served as 
Director, Strategy, Plans  and Policy 
for CENTCOM. He has graduated  from the 
Navy Fighter Weapons School  and the 
Marine Aviation and Weapons  Tactics 
Squadron One Weapons and  Tactic 
Instructor course. While  based at 
MacDill Air Force Base in  Tampa, 

Beydler’s position allows  him close contact with Bahrain  and 
Qatar. MARCENT provides Marine Expeditionary Forces that  can 
rapidly provide combat power  to the region. 

 
SOCOM  Commander -  U.S. Army  General 
Raymond A. Thomas III 
General Thomas took command  of SOCOM in 
2016 after Joseph Votel was promoted to 
Commander of USCENTCOM. Previously, he 
served as deputy commander  of Joint 
Special Operations Command  and was in 
charge of all U.S. and NATO  special 
forces in Afghanistan from  2012-2013. 
He served a tenure as Associate 
Director of the CIA for Military 
Affairs before becoming the commander 
of Joint Special Operations  Command in 
2014. SOCOM is the designated 

coordinating authority for  trans-regional terrorist 
organizations and other threat networks, which makes al-Qaeda 
and IS-Yemen a main concern  for the Command. SOCOM also  commands 
a large communications network  through the SOF Information 
Environment (SIE). The Global  Enterprise Operations Center 

 



(GEOC) located at HQ manages  70,000 users around the world and 
over 1,200 deployed nodes. 

 
TRANSCOM Commander -  General Darren W. 
McDew 
General McDew is the commander  of 
TRANSCOM, the single manager  for global 
air, land, and sea transportation  for 
the Department of Defense.  He is a 
command pilot with over 3,300 hours of 
flight time on various aircraft. 
TRANSCOM is located at Scott  Air Force 
Base in Illinois, and is  tasked with the 
coordination of people and 
transportation assets to  allow the U.S. 
to protect and sustain forces.  TRANSCOM 
is comprised of the Air Force’s Air 

Mobility Command, which General McDew led prior to his  TRANSCOM 
assignment, the Navy’s Military  Sealift Command, and the Army’s 
Surface Deployment and Distribution  Command. Cyber threats 
remain a major concern for  TRANSCOM, as their operations  are 
executed over commercial  and unclassified networks. Airlifting 
and Aerial Refueling are  two important components of TRANSCOM, 
and could help aid the humanitarian  relief effort in Yemen. 
 

 
STRATCOM Commander - General  John  E. 
Hyten 
Before commanding STRATCOM,  General 
Hyten was the Commander of the Air 
Force Space Command. He  took command of 
STRATCOM on November 3,  2016 and is 
based in Offutt Air Force  Base, 
Nebraska. STRATCOM is responsible  for 
the global command and control  of U.S. 
strategic forces to meet  decisive 
national security objectives  and 
provide a broad range of  strategic 
capabilities and options.  STRATCOM 

 



takes responsibility for  space operations; global strike;  global 
missile defense; and global  command, control, communications, 
computers, intelligence,  surveillance and reconnaissance 
(C4ISR). STRATCOM also continues  the U.S. legacy nuclear  command 
and control mission. There  are several components to STRATCOM 
that are useful in conducting  comprehensive and calculated 
efforts in the Central Region. 

 
Deputy Commanding  General  -  Operations 
(ARCENT)  -  Major General Terry McKenrick 
General Hickman became the  Deputy 
Commanding General of ARCENT  on May 26. 
He served in Operation Iraqi  Freedom, 
Operation Uphold Democracy,  and 
Operation Inherent Resolve,  as well as 
other tours around the world.  His most 
recent assignment was as  the  Commanding 
General of the US Army Joint 
Modernization Command at  Fort Bliss in 
Texas. Operations covers  planning for 
the projected maneuvering  of 
provisions, services, training,  and 

administration to allow for successful missions. ARCENT 
Operations projects military  forces in a wide range of 
conflicts, on air, land,  and sea operations. 

 
Deputy Commanding  General  - 
Sustainment (ARCENT)  -  Major  General 
Flem B. Walker Jr. 
On May 15, Major General  Walker 
relinquished his duties as the Deputy 
Chief of Staff, G-4 U.S.  Forces Command 
and assumed Command of the  1st 
Sustainment Command (Theater)  and 
became the Deputy Commanding 
General-Sustainment for ARCENT. He 
served in Operation Desert 
Shield/Desert Storm, Operation  NOBLE 
EAGLE, Operation ENDURING  FREEDOM, and 

 



served 13 months in combat  operations for Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. He also deployed  the 1SB to Kuwait from 2010  to 2011 in 
support of the transition  from Operation Iraqi Freedom  to 
Operation New Dawn. Major  General Walker’s responsibilities  in 
Sustainment include the provision of logistics, personnel 
services, and health service  support necessary to maintain 
operations until successful  mission completion. ARCENT 
integrates national and global resources to ensure that  Army 
forces are available and  properly equipped to support  the 
conduct of operations.  

 
CENTCOM  Chief of Staff  - Major General 
Terry Ferrell 
Major General Terry Ferrell  became the 
CENTCOM Chief of Staff after  serving 
as the Commanding General  of  the 7th 
Infantry Division in  Joint  Base 
Lewis-McChord. He has worked  on 
Operation Joint Forge, Operation  Iraqi 
Freedom, and Operation Enduring 
Freedom. He has also commanded  the 
Combined Joint Task Force  Horn of 
Africa (CJTF-HOA), making  him 
acquainted with multifaceted 
operations and the need to allow 
countries to defend their  own 

sovereignty. The Chief of  Staff is the coordinator of  the 
supporting staff and primary  aide-de-camp to the Commander  of 
CENTCOM. The Chief of Staff  provides a buffer between  the 
Commander and the direct  reporting team, working behind  the 
scenes to solve problems,  mediate disputes, and deal with issues 
before they are brought to the Commander. The Chief of  Staff 
normally acts as a sounding  board for the ideas of the  Commander 
and as a confidante and advisor, but in the case of this 
committee, that role will  be limited. Crisis will be especially 
important to this position,  as his main role is to ensure  only 
the most dire issues come  before the Commander.   
 

 



Combined Force Air Component 
Commander - AFCENT - Lieutenant 
General  Jeffrey L. Harrigian 
Prior to his assignment as Commander 
of AFCENT, Lieutenant General  Harrigan 
served as Director of the  F-35 
Integration Office at the  U.S. Air 
Force Headquarters in the  Pentagon. He 
also served as the Deputy  Director of 
Operations (J3) for USCENTCOM  and has 
served in Operation Iraqi  Freedom, 
Operation Just Cause, and  Operation 
Desert Storm. He is a command  pilot 
with more than 4,100 hours  of flight 
time in the F-22, F-15C,  A/OA-37, and 

MQ-1. As Commander, he is  responsible for developing contingency 
plans and conducting air  operations in the Central Region.  In 
recent years, AFCENT forces  are increasingly on the ground, 
especially in Iraq. The situation in the Central Region  has 
grown to such an extent that the Army does not have the 
capability to cover the area effectively. Air Force Security 
Forces are usually associated  with base defense, but recently 
they have been providing  security for patrols, deliver  supplies, 
drive in convoys, and even  work with detainees. Other  more 
traditional missions include  transporting troops, casualties, 
and cargo flights and flying  in support of U.S. ground  troops. 
USAFCENT also has the ability  to conduct air strikes,  though 
they are used infrequently  and with great caution. This  position 
will have to balance their  duties on land and in the air, and 
ensure that freedom of movement  through the skies is maintained. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Command  Sergeant  Major William  F.  Thetford 
-  CENTCOM 
Prior to his role as Command  Senior 
Enlisted Leader at CENTCOM,  Command 
Sergeant Major Thetford served as the 
Command Senior Enlisted Leader of U.S. 
Special Operations Command.  He has been 
deployed to support Operation  Urgent 
Fury-Grenada, Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
Operation New Dawn, and Operation 
Enduring Freedom. As Command  Sergeant 
Major, Thetford is the most  senior 
enlisted service member in a  unit and is 
the senior enlisted advisor  to the 

commanding officer. Thetford  served as the monitor of,  and 
advocate for, the enlisted  soldiers in the command. He  is the 
main link between the Commander  and the enlisted servicemembers 
under his charge. 

 
Foreign Policy Advisor  -  STRATCOM - Mr. Eric 
Madison 
Mr. Madison is the Foreign  Policy Advisor 
for STRATCOM and has worked  for the 
Department of State as a  Foreign Service 
Officer since 1979. He is  proficient in 
French, German, Chinese,  and  Arabic and 
has a Masters Degree in  Economics in 
addition to a Bachelor’s  Degree in French 
Literature. In 2005, he  was assigned to 
Beijing as the Economic Section Deputy, 
and participated and advised  many 
significant discussions the United States 

had with China relating to trade and investment issues.  During 
this period, the Strategic  Economic Dialog between the  two 
countries was launched. He became a Senior Foreign Service 
officer in 2008, and has  since been involved in Riyadh,  Taiwan, 
and most recently Kinshasa.  In Kinshasa, Madison was present 
during the escalation of  fighting in the eastern provinces  of 
the Congo, which could have  escalated to a greater conflict  has 

 



Madison not worked with the Congolese and the UN Peacekeeping 
force to calm tensions. He spent the first eleven years  of his 
career as an FSO in Arabic  speaking countries in the Central 
Region, which allows him  unique contact and access with 
officials in the area to  broker peace and maintain diplomacy  in 
such a volatile region. STRATCOM’s goals rely heavily  on being 
able to maintain good rapport  with countries in the AOR,  which 
Mr. Madison is well suited  to do.  

  
Foreign Policy Advisor  (TCCC-  POLAD) - 
TRANSCOM - Mr.  Alan  Misenheimer 
After a year as a  State Department 
Senior Fellow at the Institute  for 
the Study of War, Mr. Misenheimer 
came to TRANSCOM. Previously,  he 
served for three years as  Director 
of the Office of Analysis  for the 
Near East and South Asia  in the 
State Department’s Bureau  of 
Intelligence and Research.  His 
30-year career at the U.S.  Senior 
Foreign Service has focused  on U.S. 
policy in the Near East,  which makes 
him well suited to be a foreign 
policy advisor for the Central 

Region. He has served as  deputy chief of Mission at the  U.S. 
Embassies in Kuwait and Yemen, giving him connections  in 
CENTCOM’s partner nations  and a first hand account of  the 
political situation in Yemen  and how CENTCOM and the U.S. should 
proceed. He has worked in  Iraq, Iran, Amman, Cairo, Rabat,  and 
Tunis in various capacities.  TRANSCOM’s assets are key  in 
ensuring the success of the mission in Yemen, and Mr. 
Misenheimer’s sound first  hand foreign policy advice will be 
crucial in determining the  best course of action for TRANSCOM to 
supply the area with troops,  materials, and humanitarian  aid. 
 
 
 
 

 



Legislative  Affairs (TCCC -  LA)  - TRANSCOM - Mr. Kurt  LaFrance 
The TCCC-LA office of TRANSCOM  is the principal advisor  to the 
Commander on legislative  activities across the command.  This 
advice can include legislative  policy, guidance and 
recommendations on Congressional  activities, events, and 
legislation, and general  legislative advice. The Legislative 
Affairs Director additionally  works with the Department  of 
Defense and other agencies  regarding legislation and prepares 
TRANSCOM leaders for Congressional  testimony. Mr. LaFrance  was a 
member of the Civil Reserve  Air Fleet Executive Working  Group, 
which is tasked with providing  a forum for the DoD to  interact 
with commercial carriers  to discuss issues and improvements  to 
the program. Mr. LaFrance  made the body aware of the Capitol 
Hill environment as well  as the Presidential Budget, Goldwater 
Nichols Reform, et.al. He  pushed for the National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA)  to remain on time. Part of the 
USTRANSCOM legislative proposal  for FY17 NDAA is an extension  of 
authority for the Secretary  of Transportation to Issue 
Non-Premium Aviation Insurance  until the end of 2019.   None of 
that is strictly related  to TRANSCOM, but it provides  an example 
of Mr. LeFrance’s importance  to TRANSCOM and operations  in the 
Central Region. He can negotiate  budget allotments, ensure  that 
there are enough supplies  and personnel to transport to the 
conflict zone, and help prevent Congress from passing 
legislation that would limit  CENTCOM or TRANSCOM’s effectiveness 
in their AOR. He is the bridge between the civilian Congress  and 
the military-based CENTCOM  leaders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Civilians & Affiliates 
 
Mitch McConnell  (R -  Kentucky) 
Mitch McConnell assumed office on 
January 3, 1985 and has since become 
the senior Senator from Kentucky as 
well as the Senate Majority  Leader 
since January 3, 2015. In  recent years, 
his policies have shifted  sharply to 
the right, drawing criticism  from his 
colleagues on both sides  of the aisle. 
In September 2013, he opposed  a 
resolution that would authorize 
military strikes against  Syria, citing 
a lack of national security  risk. 
McConnell is concerned with  maintaining 

good relations with Saudi  Arabia, opposing the Chris Murphy-Rand 
Paul resolution to block  the $1.5 billion arms deal with  the 
Saudis. The Senate voted  71 to 27 against the resolution.  The 
Saudi Arabian coalition has been accused of war crimes  in Yemen, 
which has led some to state  that McConnell and the right  just 
care about winning, rather  than the human toll their actions 
will take.  McConnell stated,  “As we know, some have raised the 
issue of Saudi conduct of  that war, but blocking this  arms sale 
will diminish Saudi capability  to target with precision...Part 
of the training provided  to Saudi Arabia will be on subjects 
such as avoiding civilian  casualties.” Saudi Arabia is  fighting 
both the Islamic State in  Iraq and Syria as well as countering 
Iran’s influence in the Middle East. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Lindsey  Graham  (R -  South Carolina) 
Lindsey Graham took office  on January 
3, 2003 following the retirement  of 
Strom Thurmond. Prior to  his  tenure as 
U.S. Senator, Graham served  on the 
South Carolina House of 
Representatives and the United States 
House of Representatives.  He  received 
a J.D. from the University  of South 
Carolina School of Law in  1981, and 
then served in the United  States Air 
Force from 1982 to 1988,  attaining the 
rank of colonel. Graham is known for 
his support of the military  and a 

strong national defense,  and his advocacy for the United  States 
to play a greater leadership  role in world affairs. He  is more 
willing to work on bipartisan  reforms than some of his  other 
Republican colleagues, particularly  on immigration reform, 
campaign finance reform,  and global warming. Graham is  a strong 
supporter of the use of drones, and in May 2015 he stated,  “If 
I’m president of the United  States and you’re thinking  about 
joining al-Qaeda or ISIL,  I’m not gonna call a  judge.  I’m gonna 
call a drone and we will  kill you.” He sided with McConnell  in 
opposing the bill that would  stop the U.S. arms sale to Saudi 
Arabia, reasoning that “Saudi  Arabia has shared intelligence 
with us. They have allowed  us to use their air bases in times of 
conflict. They are all in  against ISIL and they are great  allies 
against the ambitions of  the Iranian. When you add up  the pluses 
and minuses of the relationship  with Saudi Arabia, in  my view, 
it is not close. The pluses  outweigh the minuses.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Baroness  Valerie Amos  -  UN  Under 
Secretary  General  for humanitarian 
affairs  and emergency  relief  coordinator 
Baroness Valerie Amos, born  in British 
Guiana, became the UN Undersecretary 
General for Humanitarian  Affairs and 
Emergency Relief Coordinator  on 
September 1, 2010. She previously 
served as the British High  Commissioner 
to Australia and is a member  of the 
House of Lords. She was the first woman 
of African descent to serve  in a 
British cabinet and as leader  of the 
House of Lords, between 2003 and 2007. 
The World Health Organization’s 
Director General Margaret  Chan 

appointed Amos as a member  of the Advisory Group on Reform  of 
WHO’s Work in Outbreaks and Emergencies with Health and 
Humanitarian Consequences  in 2015. Her work in the volunteer  and 
charity sectors has included  serving as a Trustee for  Voluntary 
Service Overseas, the Windsor  Leadership Trust, Project  Hope - 
an NGO which promotes health  care, and the Institute for Public 
Policy Research. She has  stated in her role with the U.N. that 
she has seen the “paralysis”  caused by a lack of comprehensive 
strategies to address complex  issues, including conflict, 
inequality and injustice,  in a “politically, socially,  and 
culturally sensitive and  informed way.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Jamie  McGoldrick -  UN  OCHA Yemen 
Humanitarian  Coordinator 
Jamie McGoldrick was appointed  the UN 
Resident Coordinator/Humanitarian 
Coordinator and UN Development  Program 
Resident Representative for the 
Republic of Yemen in  December  2015. He 
has worked with the UN Office  for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian  Affairs 
in various roles since 2002,  such as 
the Section Chief for the  Middle East, 
North Africa and Great Lakes  Unit from 
2005-2006 and Section Chief  for the 
Middle East and Central Asia Unit from 
2002-2005. He has worked  with other 
humanitarian organizations  throughout 

his career, such as the International Federation of Red  Cross, 
International Committee of Red cross, and Save the Children 
Fund. His experience with  the United Nations in the Central 
Region give him a unique  outlook on any possible humanitarian 
crises that arise in Yemen  and makes him uniquely poised  to help 
solve those problems in a way that is beneficial both  to Yemen 
and the greater Central Region. As Humanitarian Coordinator  for 
Yemen, he is responsible  for coordinating all U.N. entities  in 
the country to ensure that  the U.N.’s efforts are coherent  and 
aligned with the needs and  aspirations of the Yemeni people. 
McGoldrick is connected with Mr. Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed,  the 
Special Envoy to the Secretary  General on Yemen, who acts as a 
mediator in political talks  between warring parties. McGoldrick 
may be able to help in future  peace talks to ensure that  the 
humanitarian as well as the political situation is addressed 
properly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
Sarah Leah Whitson - Executive 
Director, Middle East and North  Africa 
Division (Human Rights  Watch) 
Sarah Leah Whitson oversees  the work 
of the Human Rights Watch  in  19 
counties, and oversees staff  in 10 
countries. A fluent speaker  of both 
Armenian and Arabic, she  was  able to 
lead dozens of advocacy and 
investigative missions throughout 
the region. She focuses on issues of 
armed conflict, accountability, 

legal reform, migrant workers,  and political rights, all of 
which are relevant to the  Yemeni conflict. She is a  member  of 
the Council on Foreign Relations  and has been widely published 
on human rights issues across  a variety of media. In the past, 
she has expressed criticism  towards the Yemeni government, 
especially following Yemen’s  Arab Spring. The transitional 
government led by President  Hadi was criticized for failing  to 
address previous human rights  violations enacted by the  former 
government: “the government  needs to address the past,  both to 
provide justice for the victims and to make sure the abuses stop 
once and for all.” At the  2014 National Dialogue Conference, 
Whitson stated that Yemen’s  future “may face obstacles”  but also 
believed the result of the  conference - aiming to establish  a 
foundation for a “New Yemen”  - was an achievement. If  human 
rights abuses begin in this  conflict, it can be assured  that Ms. 
Whitson will be a vocal advocate for those affected. However, 
she is a controversial figure  in human rights circles,  and has 
drawn criticism over the  years from various sources as  to her 
actions and biases in the  Middle East. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Mark  Schnellbaecher -  International 
Rescue Committee  Middle East Regional 
Director 
Mark Schnellbaecher is the  Regional 
Director for the Middle East in the 
International Rescue Committee 
(IRC). He focuses on  building 
relationships across borders, 
driving capacities at the  local 
level, and aiding community  needs 
through team built programs.  The 
mission of the IRC is to  “help 
people whose lives and livelihoods 

are shattered by conflict  and disaster to survive, recover  and 
gain control of their future.”  The IRC first began aiding  Yemen 
in 2012, focusing on the  impoverished south and providing  clean 
water and emergency aid.  The IRC has thus far provided  aid to 
the Abyan, Lahj, Aldale’a,  and Sana’a governorates in  Yemen. 
They deliver health, nutrition,  sanitation services, drugs and 
medical supplies, and advocate  for more streamlined services  to 
get aid to remote regions  of the country. They are currently 
advocating for direct air  service between Sana’a and Aden in the 
south, which would be critical  to the health and survival  of 17 
million people. Yemen is  a country on the brink of one  of the 
largest humanitarian disasters  in recent memory, and the 
effective direction of Mr.  Schnellbaecher to key to mitigating 
that crisis and ensuring  that the Yemeni people do not  suffer 
more from lack of basic aid than they already do from  the civil 
war. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Edward  Santiago -  Save  the  Children’s 
Country  Director  in  Yemen 
Mr. Santiago works as the  Country 
Director in Yemen for Save  the 
Children, a humanitarian  organization 
that focuses on the impact  conflicts 
have on women and children.  As of 
February 2015, right as  the tensions 
in Yemen are reaching an  all-time 
high, there are an estimated  3.9 
million children in the country who 
are at serious risk to their  safety 
and survival. Santiago cites  that 61% 

of the population needs some form of humanitarian aid,  about 
850,000 children suffer from acute malnutrition, and about 41% 
of children have stunted  growth as a result. Since 1963,  Save 
the Children has been working  in Yemen, running child  resilience 
workshops, life skills activities,  and supports psychosocial 
services and family care.  It has implemented water and 
sanitation programs, food  aid, and supports primary health  care 
facilities. Save the Children’s  child support programs  will be 
key once Yemen is on stable  footing with a plan of direction  for 
the country. Save the Children  is supporting and aiding  the 
country’s next generation  of leaders and workers through  their 
resilience workshops and  life skills activities. The current 
annual budget for Save the  Children’s Yemen operations  is $30 
million, with an overall  grant portfolio of $50 million.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

President  Abby Maxman -  Oxfam  America 
Ms. Maxman serves as the  President for 
Oxfam America, bringing over 25 years of 
experience in international  humanitarian 
relief and development to  the position. 
Before joining Oxfam, she  was the Deputy 
Secretary General of CARE  International 
in Geneva and has served  as the Vice 
President of International  Programs & 
Operations for CARE overseeing  regional 
management units and their  country 
offices. She has also worked  with the 
Peace Corps, German Agency  for Technical 
Cooperation, UN World Food  Programme, US 
Environmental Protection  Agency, and the 

US Department of Agriculture.  Oxfam America is one of  the 
nation’s largest nonprofits,  receiving more than $87 million in 
private donations in 2015.  Oxfam America campaigns for  climate 
change adaptation, food security, aid reform, access to 
medicines, and fair trade.  Oxfam’s work focuses on development 
work, humanitarian work,  and lobbyist/advocacy through  popular 
campaigning. Oxfam has the  ability to deliver aid to both the 
North and South of Yemen,  including clean water, food  vouchers, 
cash transfer, and hygiene  kits.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Ted  Lieu  (D-California) 
Ted Lieu is a member of  the US House of 
Representatives, serving  California’s 33rd 
district since January of  2015. He was 
appointed by Nancy Pelosi  as  the Assistant 
Whip of the 115th Congress.  He holds the 
rank of Colonel in the United  States Air 
Force Reserves and served  four years on 
active duty as a member of the JAG Corps. 
In the House of Representatives,  Lieu is a 
member of the House Committee  on the 
Judiciary subcommittee on  Crime Terrorism, 
Homeland Security, and Investigations  and 
the House Committee on Foreign  Affairs 
subcommittee on Middle East  and North 

Africa. Lieu has been a vocal opponent of United States  support 
for Saudi Arabia in the Yemeni civil war, and United States 
involvement in general. In the House, he and another three 
congressmen are gathering  signatures on a letter demanding  the 
President provide legal justification for participating  in the 
war. They cite that “Congress  never authorized the actions  under 
consideration...engaging  our military against Yemen’s  Houthis 
when no direct threat to  the United States exists without  prior 
congressional authorization  would violate the separation  of 
powers clearly delineated  in the Constitution.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Chris Murphy (D -  Connecticut) 
Chris Murphy is the junior  senator from 
Connecticut, taking office  in January of 
2013 after long time incumbent  Joe 
Lieberman announced that  he would not run 
again. Prior to serving in the United 
States Senate, Murphy served  in the 
Connecticut House of Representatives,  the 
Connecticut Senate, and the United States 
House of Representatives.  Murphy possesses 
a J.D. from the University  of Connecticut 
School of Law and has an  honorary Doctor 
of Humane Letters degree  from the 
University of New Haven.  Murphy has 
focused on domestic concerns  throughout 

his career, such as mental  health, gun violence, child  poverty, 
and affordable health care.  Murphy was one of the first  and most 
vocal members of Congress  to oppose United States support  for 
Saudi Arabia in Yemen. He  wants the United States and  Saudi 
Arabia to focus on al-Qaeda  and ISIS and for Saudi Arabia  to 
lessen its support for Wahhabism,  an orthodox, extremist  branch 
of Islam. He believes that  the Yemeni do not perceive  Saudi 
Arabia’s actions to be Saudi  backed, but rather United  States 
backed. He stated that the  war was “another example of  a war 
being conducted by the administration  without prior approval  by 
Congress and therefore by  the American public.” Murphy  is a 
member of the Senate Foreign  Relations Committee and 
subcommittee on the Middle  East and counterterrorism. 
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