
 



 

Welcome Letter 

 

Hello delegates and welcome to VAMUN XXXIX and the seventh iteration of the 

Wilson Global Systems Simulation! My name is Noah Strike and I’ll be your 

Under-Secretary-General for WGSS this year. For those unfamiliar, WGSS is a 

groundbreaking four-way geopolitical crisis simulation. Each committee is tasked with 

not only considering its position in world affairs, but also the positions of its 

competitors - the other committees. Decisions made in one committee with have ripple 

effects throughout the simulation, just as in reality. In the past, WGSS topics have 

included the Congo Crisis of 1964, the Yemeni Civil War, and a less-than historically 

accurate reenactment of World War I. This year, WGSS is looking to the stars. 

The years following 2019 have not been friendly to the world. An escalating 

US-China trade war has decimated trans-Pacific trade and the industrialized economies 

of both countries; production is down, prices for goods have skyrocketed, and 

unemployment is at the highest point since the 2008 financial crisis. Political upheaval 

and shocking regime change in Russia has challenged the world order of the 2010s; 

political participation and activism are up, but alongside them, socio-economic and 

political uncertainty threaten Russia’s future. A European Union fractured by a 

“no-deal” Brexit and subsequent economic collapse between the mainland and the 

United Kingdom has caused massive turmoil on the continent; trade is down, 

unemployment is up, and the future unity of the Union is far, far from certain.  

These crises are, however, dwarfed by the early arrival of the climate catastrophe. 

Emissions seemingly unaffected by previous efforts have continued their exponential 

growth, with carbon dioxide surpassing 500ppm much earlier than expected. In turn, 

drought and heat have stunted agricultural production in most of the developing world; 

leaving millions without access to food and water. Rising seas have caused a surge of 

“climate refugees” from nearly every corner of the globe, with almost nowhere to go and 

certainly nowhere to return. Increasingly strong natural disasters have thrown global 

livelihoods, trade, and travel into turmoil.  

The year is 2025. The world is competing for resources, battling both itself and 

the environment, with no end in sight. Nations around the world are in desperate need 

of a morale boost, and outer space might be just the solution it needs. Mars programs 

have sprouted in the space agencies of the world, and competition is fierce. A rematch of 

the Space Race of the 1960s seems inevitable - this time with some added competition.  
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Background Guide 

United States Space Coalition 
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Committee Letter 

Dear Delegates,  

We want to welcome you to VAMUN XXXIX and to the United States Space 

Coalition in the Wilson Global Systems Simulation and to the University of Virginia! We 

have been working hard to give you a fun and unique crisis simulation, as well as an 

enjoyable visit to Charlottesville. As your Chair and Crisis Director, we are excited to 

meet you all and see what ideas you have in mind for the United States as we take on 

space! Before you delve deep into the background guide, here is a little more about us.  

My name is Sarah Rocca, and I am your Crisis Director. I am a second-year from 

Norfolk, Virginia with a perspective major in Public Policy and a minor in Spanish. I did 

Model UN all throughout high school, I worked on WGSS last year, and I was a Crisis 

Director for our UVA’s college conference, VICS. Outside of Model UN, I am a 

researcher on a global news podcast, a lifeguard on grounds, and I love to explore new 

restaurants around Charlottesville. Have fun with your preparation and research! 

My name is Ted McPhillips and I’ll be your Chair at VAMUN this fall. I am a 

second-year thinking about applying to Batten School or studying Politics. I’ve been a 

participant in Model UN since middle school, and was on staff for both VAMUN and 

VICS last year. The powers that be have finally let me chair a committee!! So please, go 

easy on me in November! 

We cannot wait to meet you all in the fall! Please contact us with any questions.  

 

Sarah Rocca                                                                                     ser5re@virginia.edu  

 

Ted McPhilips                                                                                  evm6z@virginia.edu 
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NASA (1958-2019) 

The National Aeronautical and Space Administration (NASA) was created on 

October 1, 1958 under Dwight D. Eisenhower. NASA was founded with the primary 

intention of space exploration and research, but also focused on counteracting threats 

and scientific advancements from the Soviet Union during the Cold War. NASA’s 

original research - Project Mercury - centered around testing the human ability to 

survive in space, and around the development of mechanism which would allow for 

human survival in space. Following the creation of Project Mercury, NASA also began 

the Apollo program to research advanced space flight and the transportation of humans 

into space . The Apollo program yielded impressive long-term implications, many of 
1

which are still felt today. 

The aptly named Space Race between the United States and Soviet Union saw 

NASA - with the strong support of the American federal government and the general 

public - push the boundaries of human capabilities and challenge the Soviet space 

agency Roscosmos. The Soviets launched the first satellite, Sputnik I, in October of 1957; 

soon after, in January of 1958, NASA launched its own Explorer 1. The Space Race 

intensified when Russia sent the first human, Yuri Gagarin, into space in April of 1961. 

Quick to follow, NASA sent Alan Shepard into space a month later aboard the Freedom 

7. NASA was intent on expanding its capabilities and eclipsing the Soviets, but a series 

of setbacks in research and development, along with repeated Soviet successes, caused 

NASA to fall behind on many fronts.1 

1
 Wilson, Jim. “NASA History Overview.” NASA. NASA, March 3, 2015. 

https://www.nasa.gov/content/nasa-history-overview.  
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In early 1962, NASA began its biggest project yet in an attempt to restore its place 

at the forefront of scientific research and space exploration. John Glenn was launched 

into space and orbited the planet three times before returning. NASA had proved its 

capability to put a human in space for extended time, and had restored much of its lost 

prestige. The Apollo program was finally able to get off the ground, with the first 

missions flying in 1967, and later putting the first human on the moon. Apollo 17, the 

final mission, flew in 1972.  
2

The Apollo program officially ended in 1975 with the Apollo-Soyuz mission - a 

joint effort by the Americans and Soviets, and signaling a shift from competition to 

cooperation. After the conclusion of the Apollo program, NASA shifted its focus to 

rocketry and transport rather than human spaceflight.2  

NASA again shifted focus back to human spaceflight in the late 1970s with the 

start of the Space Shuttle program. The American public was still intrigued by NASA’s 

abilities, and the Space Shuttle program got off the ground when Columbia was 

launched in 1981. NASA would develop 5 more shuttles throughout the 1980s and 90s, 

although only 4 of which went into operation. Around the same time, NASA began 

collaborating with other world powers to construct the International Space Station, 

which is maintained by NASA, Roscosmos, the European Space Agency, Japan, and 

China.  
3

2 “Astronaut John Glenn and the Friendship 7 Mission.” National Archives and Records Administration. 

National Archives and Records Administration. Accessed August 12, 2019. 

https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured-documents/friendship-7-transcript.  
3
      Dunbar, Brian. “Space Shuttle Columbia.” NASA. NASA. Accessed August 12, 2019. 

https://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/shuttleoperations/orbiters/orbiterscol.html.  
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 NASA then set its sights firmly on Mars and its ability to harbor life. The agency has 

sent multiple robotic rovers, including (Opportunity (2004-2019), Spirit (2004-2010), 

and Curiosity (2011-present). Each was tasked with some variation of geological 

mapping and microbial research.
 

4

 

Creation of the Space Force  

While president, Donald Trump signed an executive order on February 19, 2019 

to establish the Space Force Combat Command (SFCC) as subdivision of the Air Force 

and Department of Defense.  Later implemented in early 2020, the SFCC was composed 
5

of a small group of combat Air Force officers. While initially dismissed as a joke by many 

citizens and commentators, the new military division grew in prestige and popularity 

throughout early 2020 as NASA and other space agencies around the world announced 

new space missions. The potential for conflict between governments in space led many 

to view the SFCC as a necessary entity. Different advocacy groups and private sector 

corporations, including Boeing, SpaceX, and Virgin Galactic, began lobbying for 

increased direct funding to the SFCC. Funding for SFCC also became a minor talking 

point of the 2020 election; many candidates from both parties voiced their support for 

increased SFCC funding. As a result of the private entities and public figures voicing 

their support, a mass social media movement to increase funding for the SFCC took root 

in fall of 2020, and the fiscal budget for 2021 saw vast increases in funding. 

4
 “Overview.” NASA. NASA. Accessed August 12, 2019. https://mars.nasa.gov/mer/mission/overview/. 

5
 “United States Space Force.” MilitaryBenefits.info, February 28, 2019. 

https://militarybenefits.info/space-force/.  
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Consequently, the agency continued to grow in personnel and leadership. In February 

2021, the SFCC Training Center was established in Pueblo, Colorado because of its 

proximity to the United States Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, Colorado. The 

SFCC Training Center and the Airforce Academy have a close relationship, and often 

work together for training and education. The education in the SFCC Training Center 

fosters further knowledge of piloting and aerodynamics, as well as training in-tandem 

with many if the flight drills used by the Air Force. When the center was first built in 

2021, it started with about 7,000 military personnel. As of 2025, the Center has about 

15,000 combined military and civilian personnel; most personnel come from the US Air 

Force, both by choice and through orders given by commanding officers.  

Further development if SFCC, however, did not go as smoothly. Once increased 

money was allocated, the energy from the voters began to die down. There was a drop in 

pressure to allocate funds for the SFCC, and as a result, there was no significant increase 

in funding until NASA’s announcement of a crewed Mars mission in 2024 - which 

Russia, China, and the EU followed with their own announcements soon after. 

The renewed space competition became a major talking point of the 2024 

election cycle, budget and military strategy meetings, and national news. Congress, 

facing extreme pressure from the public, advanced the SFCC into the United States 

Space Force (USSF) - the sixth branch of the military. Consequently, USSF has a 

permanent headquarters in the Pentagon and direct support from Congress and the 

Department of Defense. USSF differs from NASA as it focuses primarily on defense of 

US interests, while NASA remains a scientific research and development agency. 
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Cooperation between the two entities is extremely high. As of 2025, USSF is allocated 

0.07% of the Department of Defense budget - about $500 million.  USSF also operates a 
6

number of training facilities throughout the United States; most notably locations in 

Texas, Florida, and Virginia - not coincidentally close to NASA facilities.  

A vast majority of USSF actions to date have been monitoring American missions 

to the ISS, and the military branch has not seen any form of combat. However, it is 

prepared to engage with hostile entities if necessary, and boasts a strong -although not 

invincible - cyber-defense system. The USSF also operates its own internal intelligence 

operation - gathering information about other governments’ space agencies and their 

own ambitions. The intelligence operation, as of 2025, has not been overly offensive in 

nature; it mostly gathers a pool of public information. However, if necessary, the 

operation could take on an offensive form. 

 

NASA (2019-2025) 

 In early 2012, NASA announced a rover due to launch in mid-2020 for research 

on Martian soil and rock, among other things.  The rover launched, slightly delayed, in 
7

fall of 2020 and has continued to operate until today. NASA has displayed expertise 

with regards to robotic missions, and this experience could prove useful when 

6
 “United States Space Force .” United States Department of Defense , 2019. 

https://media.defense.gov/2019/Mar/01/2002095012/-1/-1/1/UNITED-STATES-SPACE-FORCE-STwR

ATEGIC-OVERVIEW.PDF. 
7
  “Overview.” NASA. NASA. Accessed August 12, 2019. 

https://mars.nasa.gov/mars2020/mission/overview/.  
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considering a crewed Mars mission and plans for the construction of 

habitation/research facilities. 

While the federal government concerned itself with the creation of the SFFC and 

later the USSF, NASA steadily continued its scientific research and mission 

development work. NASA tangentially benefitted from the SFFC/USSF development as 

a renewed public interest and increased funding brought new opportunities for the 

space agency. The agency conducted a series of ISS experiments and lunar missions 

during this time - almost always focused on research and development for a Mars 

mission. A series of 3 Moon missions in 2022 through 2024 - dubbed the Lyra Program 

- helped NASA put its research into practice and iron out the details ahead of a future 

Mars program. Lyra 1 - the first in the series - combusted mid-launch, resulting in the 

deaths of five astronauts. Lyra 2 and 3 were both successful in reaching the Moon, 

collecting samples and testing experiments, and returning home. The failure of Lyra 1 

brought new scrutiny to NASA, while the successes of Lyra 2 and 3 eased tensions. The 

agency is still recovering from the loss in 2025, and should be wary of astronaut safety.  

On August 14, 2024, after planning since 2019, NASA announced its intentions to 

put humans on Mars. Despite the announcement, NASA failed to provide exact 

information on how the agency planned to fund the mission, and admitted it had not yet 

developed the transportation or life support technology for the long-haul mission and 

return. When asked about the USSF’s role in the mission, NASA replied the it intended 

the mission to be entirely scientific in nature, not a conquest. USSF officials did not 

respond to journalists’ requests for comments.  
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As other space agencies ramp up their own Mars programs, NASA sits at a 

crossroads. The agency can continue alone or allow outside interests, like private space 

companies and the USSF, to support it. Without outside interests, the agency risks a 

lack of funding and delays in technological advancement. But with outside interests, the 

agency risks profit- or military-centric thinking overtaking its agenda. This is the central 

question NASA must resolve before it can continue its Mars program. Regardless of 

which path it chooses, the agency must find the money for the program and must 

develop technology capable of transporting humans to and from Mars. 

 

Successes and Failures 

In its 67 years of operation, NASA has had notable successes and tragic failures. 

Perhaps the most famous of successes is the first man on the moon, Neil Armstrong, as 

well as Buzz Aldrin and Micheal Collins in orbit in the Apollo 11 mission on July 16, 

1969. It fulfilled then-President Kennedy’s promise made in 1961 to land the first man 

on the moon.  NASA has 10 field centers located across the country, including the newly 
8

renovated Wallops Island as the headquarters for the most recent southern moon 

landing. It also operates internationally, as NASA staff are sent to the international 

space station for maintenance and general development. Furthermore, NASA continues 

to use the Soyuz rockets from Russia. These successes have certainly contributed to 

NASA’s record, maintaining its status and prestige in the US and internationally. The 

failures, however, cannot be ignored.  

8 Dunbar, Brian. “The First Person on the Moon.” NASA. NASA. Accessed August 12, 2019. 

https://www.nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/k-4/stories/first-person-on-moon.html 
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Tragedy struck the first scheduled Apollo mission in 1967 when a fire swept 

across the Command Module. All three astronauts died in the pretest flight for Apollo 1 

in 1967.2 Eleven years later in 1986, the Challenger Space Shuttle exploded due to a 

booster failure. It resulted in the deaths of 7 crew members, including teacher Christa 

McAuliffe.  More recently, an explosion caused the Columbia space shuttle to explode 
9

while returning from a research mission in 2003. This also resulted in the deaths of 7 

crew members.3 

In 2023, the first flight of the Lyra program - Lyra 1 - combusted on the 

launching pad causing the death of 5 crew members on board. Because NASA relies on 

funding from public interest and government investment, these failures directly affect 

NASA’s funding for the past few decades. Along with the many deaths caused by NASA’s 

catastrophes, the use of Russian Soyuz rockets has often given the government pause in 

terms of financial support. NASA has also been criticized for reactive research when 

other countries have break-throughs in space technology. Since the South Pole moon 

landing, however, public and government opinion has gained some traction.  

 

A Look to the Future 

The mission to Mars in now the top priority for both NASA and the USSF. The 

increase weaponization of US activity in space, though, has made other countries react 

by doing the same. Currently, the year 2025 has been marked as the beginning of the 

21st century international Space Race to Mars. Previous President Trump fostered 

9
 Dunbar, Brian. “Space Shuttle Overview: Challenger (OV-099).” NASA. NASA. Accessed August 12, 

2019. https://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/shuttleoperations/orbiters/challenger-info.html. 
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support in the Arena of Public Defense and Space Exploration Absence of funding 

caused increased reliance on private’s companies, including SpaceX. Recently released 

from NASA’s press secretary, “NASA wants to accelerate its plans to establish a 

permanent human presence on the surface of the moon. In order to do so, we are 

planning on increasing commercial partnerships in next years’ budget.”  

While previously overlooked by the general public and the US government in the 

post moon-landing era, NASA has gained funding increases since the establishment of 

the USSF, but each agency has its own separate fields of research and interests in outer 

space, and its growing relevance in the domestic and international politics. It has 

doubled in size, and continues to grow. With this large-scale expansion, there is more 

controversy over NASA and how it should be run 

Different parts of the national political powers, such as the White House and its 

administration, the EPA, as well as other interest groups are trying to influence NASA 

and the coalition. 
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Questions to Consider 

1. NASA must decide which path to choose: risk funding for science, or risk science 

for funding? 

2. What role should the USSF play in the Mars program? Should the committee 

worry about the mission turning into a military conquest? 

3. Do the USSF intelligence capabilities stand as an asset or risk to NASA? How far 

is the agency willing to go to ensure it has the technology it needs? 

4. Which international space agencies - if any - should NASA cooperate with? Why? 
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