
 



 

Welcome Letter 

 

Hello delegates and welcome to VAMUN XXXIX and the seventh iteration of the 

Wilson Global Systems Simulation! My name is Noah Strike and I’ll be your 

Under-Secretary-General for WGSS this year. For those unfamiliar, WGSS is a 

groundbreaking four-way geopolitical crisis simulation. Each committee is tasked with 

not only considering its position in world affairs, but also the positions of its 

competitors - the other committees. Decisions made in one committee with have ripple 

effects throughout the simulation, just as in reality. In the past, WGSS topics have 

included the Congo Crisis of 1964, the Yemeni Civil War, and a less-than historically 

accurate reenactment of World War I. This year, WGSS is looking to the stars. 

The years following 2019 have not been friendly to the world. An escalating 

US-China trade war has decimated trans-Pacific trade and the industrialized economies 

of both countries; production is down, prices for goods have skyrocketed, and 

unemployment is at the highest point since the 2008 financial crisis. Political upheaval 

and shocking regime change in Russia has challenged the world order of the 2010s; 

political participation and activism are up, but alongside them, socio-economic and 

political uncertainty threaten Russia’s future. A European Union fractured by a 

“no-deal” Brexit and subsequent economic collapse between the mainland and the 

United Kingdom has caused massive turmoil on the continent; trade is down, 

unemployment is up, and the future unity of the Union is far, far from certain.  

These crises are, however, dwarfed by the early arrival of the climate catastrophe. 

Emissions seemingly unaffected by previous efforts have continued their exponential 

growth, with carbon dioxide surpassing 500ppm much earlier than expected. In turn, 

drought and heat have stunted agricultural production in most of the developing world; 

leaving millions without access to food and water. Rising seas have caused a surge of 

“climate refugees” from nearly every corner of the globe, with almost nowhere to go and 

certainly nowhere to return. Increasingly strong natural disasters have thrown global 

livelihoods, trade, and travel into turmoil.  

The year is 2025. The world is competing for resources, battling both itself and 

the environment, with no end in sight. Nations around the world are in desperate need 

of a morale boost, and outer space might be just the solution it needs. Mars programs 

have sprouted in the space agencies of the world, and competition is fierce. A rematch of 

the Space Race of the 1960s seems inevitable - this time with some added competition.  

 

Noah Strike 

Under-Secretary-General of WGSS 

VAMUN XXXIX 

noah.strike@virginia.edu 
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Committee Letter 

Уважаемые делегаты,  

We are thrilled to welcome you to VAMUN XXXIX, the Wilson Global Systems 

Simulation, and to the University of Virginia. We are excited to meet you and engage in 

an enticing weekend of events. In our current context, it’s increasingly important to 

think about different possible turns of events, and how actions being taken now will 

affect the future. In Russia in particular, we’ve been carefully watching the resistance 

against Putin regime unfold.  

Your Chair is Katya Sankow, a fourth-year Russian and Eastern European Studies 

and Foreign Affairs major from Pittsburgh, PA. She has chaired committees since her 

first year at UVA, and she is bittersweet that this will be her final chairing experience. 

Next spring, she is looking forward to executing VICS XXV, UVA’s collegiate MUN 

conference, as the Secretary-General. She is not looking forward to panicking over her 

future and scrambling to find a real job. Your Crisis Director is Anna von Spakovsky, a 

fourth-year Global Studies Security and Justice major from Vienna, Virginia. She enjoys 

hiking, podcasting, dancing in the University Salsa Club, and acting out dramatic crisis 

updates. Last year, she co-chaired the committee of the Soviet Literary Underground, 

and is excited to see how Russia has changed from 1953 to 2025, from the space race of 

one era to another. 

Moving into this committee, we compel you to contextualize stereotypes you may 

hold about Russian socio-economics or politics. The first Space Race occurred during 

the Cold War - where distrust, lack of communication, and ideological conflict fueled an 

era of fear and realignment. Given its geographical constraints and history of autocratic 

rule, we implore you to avoid making blanket statements about Russian intent. In the 

same vein, we encourage you to reconsider “East vs. West” constructions. Space 

exploration provides the opportunity to open new channels of cooperation and 

re-evaluate the paranoia that is so deeply ingrained in Russian relations. Consider the 

benefits of increased cooperation with different entities, and how space alliances can 

help mend worldly problems. We are excited for an eventful committee! Please reach 

out to us with any questions leading up to conference weekend. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Katya Sankow kcs3qb@virginia.edu 

 

Anna von Spakovsky aev6qw@virginia.edu 
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Russia in 2025 

The Russian presidential election of April 2024 was a much anticipated event: for 

years, experts in Russian politics had tried to foresee the results. This was no ordinary 

election—per Point 3 of Article 81 of the Constitution of Russia, Vladimir Putin was no 

longer eligible to run for President since he had already served two consecutive terms. 

Since Putin’s underwhelming re-election in 2018, there was a cultural shift that 

occurred throughout every oblast (region) in the country. Uncharacteristic of traditional 

Russian culture, protests started to sweep through not only the major, more progressive 

urban areas, but also through small towns and villages from St. Petersburg to 

Kamchatka. The protests at first addressed small-scale bureaucratic grievances, but they 

were effective. As Russian teens and babushkas (grandmothers) across the nation 

explored their newly-found political agency, the protests began to address larger issues. 

As this new socio-political shift occurred, Putin continued to distance himself from the 

United Russia Party, inadvertently opening the door to popular thirst for a new regime.  

The spring of 2020 saw a season of exceptional discontent with Putin and his 

administration, which led to even more protests that swept the nation. Amidst the chaos 

arose the political career of Russian oligarch and energy tycoon, Alexei Mordashov, who 

has a stake in the world’s largest tourism company as well as a number of gold mining 

and engineering firms. In 2023 and 2024, the world watched the most contentious 

presidential election in Russia’s history unfold between Mordashov and Putin’s 

preferred candidate, the former Minister of Defense Sergei Shoigu. Putin initially did 

not take Mordashov’s presidential bid seriously, but his youthful energy and vision for 
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Russia’s future had captured many hearts during his campaign bid. As the richest 

oligarch in Russia, he possessed many characteristics of the successful populists with 

which the West has become so acquainted. Meanwhile,  Shoigu was arrested for fraud, 

tax evasion, and other economic crimes a month before the election. His bid was 

completely unsuccessful, and Putin was furious. The timeliness of his arrest triggered 

suspicion over interference in the Russian elections, but those investigations are still 

inconclusive. Mordashov thus managed to propagate a successful populist campaign, 

utilizing tactics increasingly seen in Western politics.. Voters were enchanted with the 

prospect of eliminating barriers to economic growth and building a new trade-centered 

Russia with immense future development prospects. 

 

January 2025 

A major aspect of Mordashov’s populist appeal was his proximity with and 

involvement in social movements and socio-political discontent—an area which Putin 

had mostly ignored. Although Putin continuously pitched his intention to catch up with 

and surpass major Western powers in terms of economics, geopolitical dominance, and 

cultural influence, the citizens of Russia became disenchanted with Putin as he 

consistently fell short of these promises. The goal to honor and expand the “greatness” 

of Russia is still a central goal, given even greater priority by Mordashov than Putin had. 

In addition, his investment in multinational corporations has shaped his rhetoric, and 

his intention to craft trade agreements with other major economies of the world has 

widespread support among reform-minded Russians. While Putin had been viewed as 
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the “bad guy” in world politics since the Medvedev-Putin dual rule of 2007-08, the 

international community is much more eager to embrace Mordashov. China, The 

European Union, and the United States recognize opportunity in the new regime and in 

the transitional chaos to better relations, in spite of his interspersed anti-Western 

rhetoric.  In addition, Mordashov has recognized the potential payoff of investment in 

space resources, and has therefore made it a central pillar of his government policy. He 

is committed to exploring the prospects on Mars, and he has openly criticized Putin for 

neglecting the intentions of its global counterparts to conduct Mars missions. On the 

first day of his presidency, Mordashov announced his unwavering determination to be 

the first to launch a successful mission to Mars. 

Russians voted for Putin’s adversary in the 2024 election with conviction, but 

they were also mindful of a looming potential to return to the transitional chaos of the 

1990s. The scars of that period still run deep—the surge in inflation and the poorly 

calculated rate of privatization had depleted many families’ savings and pension 

accounts to an extent that is still felt today. Mordashov is taking deliberate efforts to 

avoid the Yeltsin-era chaos  while maintaining the strong institutions that Putin had 
1

established . Balancing politics with social reforms, however, will prove to be a difficult 
2

balancing act.  

 

 

1
 Morning Edition, NPR. “For Many Russians, Yeltsin Was No Hero.” October 14, 2019. 

https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=9794098 
2
 Hyde, Matthew. “Putin’s Federal Reforms and Their Implications for Presidential Power in Russia.” 

October 14, 2019. https://www.jstor.org/stable/826367?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents 
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History of Soviet & Russian Efforts in Space 

Humanity’s frontiers were expanded into space largely thanks to the race 

between the United States and the Soviet Union to prove the superiority of their 

respective ideological systems. The Soviet Union went to great lengths and incurred a 

massive toll on human life  in order to make strides toward a moon landing. Because of 
3

the massive strides taken in the mid-twentieth century , Roscosmos is among the three 
4

largest space exploration and research institutes in the world today. With Mordashov’s 

prioritization of the space program, there is further opportunity for massive research 

and development in the exploration of space. Although, before any mission can launch, 

remaining political unrest must be calmed and a skeptical public - especially those with 

vested interests in the Russian economic situation - must be convinced a Mars program 

rivaling that of other states is worth it. 

The Soviet space efforts occurred largely in secret, and the extent of the efforts 

was not known until recently, through interviews with former cosmonauts . What is 
5

known now is that Soviet space exploration started at the end of World War II, after 

which German rockets were captured by Soviet forces . Engineers found the opportunity 
6

to study and improve the technology that they had discovered. The Soviets launched the 

first satellite, Sputnik, on October 4, 1957, along with many other “firsts,” such as the 

3
 Siegel, Ethan. “This is Why The Soviet Union Lost The Space Race.” Forbes Magazine, July 11, 2019. 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/startswithabang/2019/07/11/this-is-why-the-soviet-union-lost-the-space-

race-to-the-usa/#7440c64a4192 
4
 Howell, Elizabeth. “Roscosmos: Russia’s Space Agency.” Space.com, January 30, 2018. 

https://www.space.com/22724-roscosmos.html 
5
 Newkirk, Dennis, et. al. “Interview with Georgi Grechko.” Spacewatch, May 1, 1993. 

http://www.astrodigital.org/space/intgrechko1.html 
6
 Zak, Anatoly. “The Rest of the Rocket Scientists.” Air & Space Magazine, September 1,2003. 

https://www.airspacemag.com/space/the-rest-of-the-rocket-scientists-4376617/ 
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first lunar flyby, and the first man, woman, dog, and three-person crew in space. 

However, the Russian space program was notorious for its high death tolls, overworked 

employees, and overall disregard for human life. Between ground fires at space facilities 

and accidents on missions, hundreds of lives were sacrificed for the development of the 

space program. The recklessness was due to the self-imposed time constraints and the 

Soviet readiness to technologically advance at any cost—including the cost of human 

life. Soviet success in the space race raised worries among Americans over the influence 

of communism in space. The resurfacing of a space race jogs memories of such 

successes, and citizens are convinced that a successful future and Russian space 

exploration are synonymous. The moral is high and motivated by Mordashov’s rhetoric 

and meticulous planning. Space exploration is a crucial part of the Russian narrative 

with massive associated moral weight.  

 

Roscosmos Today 

Prior to the inception of Roscosmos, it was formerly known as the Russian 

Federal Space Agency, which was founded in 1992. This corporation was formed in a 

merger with the United Rocket and Space corporation after the fall of the Soviet Union, 

when funds started to run dry for the Russian space program. As this occurred, the 

United States feared the economic consequences if the former Soviet Union allocated 

funds to space exploration instead of economic re-stabilization in a chaotic economy. 

NASA consequently offered to invest in what became the Shuttle-Mir program  that flew 
7

7
 NASA. “Shuttle-Mir.” NASA, November 23, 2007. https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/shuttle-mir/ 
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several American astronauts to Mir between 1995 and 1998. This cooperative program 

laid the groundwork for the International Space Station (ISS) collaboration, for which 

Russia’s contributions were absolutely vital .  
8

Roscosmos was established in August 2015 as a state corporation with the goal of 

carrying out comprehensive reforms of the rocket and space industry in Russia . 
9

Roscosmos oversees the implementation of state policy in space, the development of 

infrastructure and technology associated with space travel, and the facilitation of 

international space cooperation. A more abstract, near-future goal, Roscosmos aims to 

cultivate space resources - such as mining and commercial transportation - to stimulate 

the Russian economy. It also performs civilian activities, like Earth monitoring, and 

coordinates with the Defense Ministry of Russia for military launches. Roscosmos 

remains a vital stakeholder in ISS operations .  
10

As of today, all flights to the ISS leave from the Baikonur Cosmodrome in 

Kazakhstan . NASA buys seats on Russian spacecraft, and spends over $80 million per 
11

person per flight. Additionally, Roscosmos is a major provider of launch services to 

other countries, does satellite missions of its own, and is still deep in development of a 

cooperative project with the European Space Agency—ExoMars —which had a 
12

successful launch of its first leg in 2016, but had major delays since.  

8 Zak, Anatoly. “Russian Segment of the ISS.” Russian Space Web, 2017. 

http://www.russianspaceweb.com/iss_russia.html 
9 Howell, Elizabeth. 
10

 Zak, Anatoly. 
11

 Kosmotras. “Baikonur Cosmodrome.” Kosmotras, October 14, 2019. 

http://www.kosmotras.ru/en/bayconur/ 
12 European Space Agency. “Robotic Exploration of Mars.” ESA, October 14, 2019. 

https://exploration.esa.int/web/mars/ 
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Questions to Consider 

1. How can Roscosmos balance a renewed prioritization of the space program while 

respecting human life, and avoiding the same tragedies faced in the first space 

race? 

2. How are Russia’s climate, geography, and resources catalysts for space resource 

exploration? 

3. To what extent should Roscosmos cooperate with other states on its Mars 

mission? 

4. How can Russia justify massive increases in investment in the space program 

while it is economically far behind the countries against which it is competing? 

5. Between social unrest, economic turbulence, a transitioning political system, how 

should Roscosmos seek to gain from its Mars mission- prestige, new natural 

resources, scientific exploration, etc? How should this be presented to the public? 
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