
 



 

Welcome Letter 

 

Hello delegates and welcome to VAMUN XXXIX and the seventh iteration of the 

Wilson Global Systems Simulation! My name is Noah Strike and I’ll be your 

Under-Secretary-General for WGSS this year. For those unfamiliar, WGSS is a 

groundbreaking four-way geopolitical crisis simulation. Each committee is tasked with 

not only considering its position in world affairs, but also the positions of its 

competitors - the other committees. Decisions made in one committee with have ripple 

effects throughout the simulation, just as in reality. In the past, WGSS topics have 

included the Congo Crisis of 1964, the Yemeni Civil War, and a less-than historically 

accurate reenactment of World War I. This year, WGSS is looking to the stars. 

The years following 2019 have not been friendly to the world. An escalating 

US-China trade war has decimated trans-Pacific trade and the industrialized economies 

of both countries; production is down, prices for goods have skyrocketed, and 

unemployment is at the highest point since the 2008 financial crisis. Political upheaval 

and shocking regime change in Russia has challenged the world order of the 2010s; 

political participation and activism are up, but alongside them, socio-economic and 

political uncertainty threaten Russia’s future. A European Union fractured by a 

“no-deal” Brexit and subsequent economic collapse between the mainland and the 

United Kingdom has caused massive turmoil on the continent; trade is down, 

unemployment is up, and the future unity of the Union is far, far from certain.  

These crises are, however, dwarfed by the early arrival of the climate catastrophe. 

Emissions seemingly unaffected by previous efforts have continued their exponential 

growth, with carbon dioxide surpassing 500ppm much earlier than expected. In turn, 

drought and heat have stunted agricultural production in most of the developing world; 

leaving millions without access to food and water. Rising seas have caused a surge of 

“climate refugees” from nearly every corner of the globe, with almost nowhere to go and 

certainly nowhere to return. Increasingly strong natural disasters have thrown global 

livelihoods, trade, and travel into turmoil.  

The year is 2025. The world is competing for resources, battling both itself and 

the environment, with no end in sight. Nations around the world are in desperate need 

of a morale boost, and outer space might be just the solution it needs. Mars programs 

have sprouted in the space agencies of the world, and competition is fierce. A rematch of 

the Space Race of the 1960s seems inevitable - this time with some added competition.  
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Committee Letter 

你们好！ 

 

Welcome to the Wilson Global Systems Simulation, comrades. We are so excited 

to represent this world superpower with all of you for a weekend.  

My name is Lisette, and I am your Chair. I am in my second-year student at UVA, 

and I am planning on studying Public Policy. I have an excessive adoration of outer 

space and space diplomacy, so I can’t wait to see what creative ideas you all have in store 

for us! I am also an avid Mandarin student. That being said, I am also excited to see 

what realistic, historical, and fact-based solutions we find as a committee.  

My name is Polly, and I am your Crisis Director. I am a second-year student at 

UVA, and I intend to study Economics and Public Policy. As you prepare for success in 

the committee room, giving speeches and working with others, I also encourage you to 

consider the ways in which your position can respond to crises using ingenuity and 

resourcefulness. The ability to adapt to whatever problems and curveballs are thrown 

the delegates’ way is looked upon favorably by both Lisette and me.  

Lisette and I ran a Mongol committee together at VICS (UVA’s collegiate 

conference) and are thrilled to be back running VAMUN’s WGSS China committee! We 

can’t wait to see what creative crisis arcs and innovative solutions the delegates bring to 

the table. 

 

Lisette Dubow ld2da@virginia.edu 

 

Paulina Keim pmk6sm@virginia.edu 
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Background 

Historical Background  

Throughout history, China failed to be a leader in outer space due to slow 

development rates of space research and technology. China first got involved in 

exploring outer space when ballistic missiles were developed as an offensive mechanism 

in the 1950s. The Chinese developed their own space program afterwards, but did not 

get deeply involved in the so called “Space Race” until much later. This apathy toward 

space is largely because Mao Zedong refused to accept fiscal aid from the Soviet Union, 

who offered to fund a Chinese space program. As a result, the Chinese had a slow start 

to space exploration, despite their growing power as a nation. China’s population and 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) grew exponentially in comparison to its space program.  

 Throughout the 200s and 2010s, Presidents Hu Jintao and Xi Jinping have led 

Chinese efforts in space: they increased the Chinese space budget to almost $700 

million, and have set impressive goals for 2020.  In 2014, an unmanned Chinese 
1

spacecraft orbited the moon; two years later, two Chinese astronauts were sent to space 

for 30 days.  By the end of 2020, China had set plans in motion to deploy a rover on 
2

Mars to study the planet’s soil and water availability. Unfortunately, these plans failed 

spectacularly when the rocket carrying the rover exploded in the upper atmosphere. 

Around $1 million was lost, and the failure was a serious blow to Chinese moral. 

However, coinciding with the launch and failure of the rover, China had also been 

1
 Goswami, N. (2018, May). China in Space: Ambitions and Possible Conflict. Retrieved May 7, 2019, from 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.2307/26333878  
2
 Ives, M. (2018, May 23). As America Looks Inward, China Looks to Outer Space. Retrieved April 28, 

2018, from https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/23/world/asia/china-space-moon.html  
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working on completing its Beidou Satellite System - a critical segment of its “Space Silk 

Road” to be used for both civilian and military purposes, directly rivaling the Global 

Positioning Service (GPS). The Beidou system was completed in 2021 and provided a 

much-needed success for the Chinese National Space Agency.  

 

Analysis  

The CNSA 

The CNSA (China National Space Administration) was created in 1993. Its main 

functions are to sign governmental agreements in regards to space, facilitate 

inter-governmental scientific and technical exchanges, enforce national space policies, 

and manage the national space science and technology industries. In 2019, China signed 

governmental space cooperation agreements with the United States and Russia, along 

with the United Kingdom, Ukraine, Pakistan, Italy, India, Germany, France, Chile, and 

Brazil. In the past, this has led to significant technology exchanges and cooperation.  
3

The delegates must decide which countries to partner with going forward and what 

degree of cooperation will ensue - if any.  

In contrast to most other space agencies worldwide, the CNSA is not involved 

with the International Space Station, and had a small space station of its own called 

Tiangong-1, which means “Heavenly Palace-1. ” It launched on September 29, 2011 and 
4

orbited about 217 miles above the Earth—just below the International Space Station. 

3 CNSA (2018, May). China National Space Administration. Retrieved June 1, 2019 from 

http://www.cnsa.gov.cn/n615709/n620681/n771918/index.html  
4
 CNET (2018, March). China's Tiangong-1 space station will soon fall to Earth. Retrieved September  7, 

2019 from 

https://www.cnet.com/news/china-space-station-heavenly-palace-tiangong-1-falling-to-earth-re-entry/  
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Tiangong-1 consisted of a resource module that contained the space lab’s solar power 

and propulsion systems and an experimental module that accommodated astronauts 

and scientific experiments. Tiangong-1 was decommissioned on April 2, 2018, breaking 

apart and burning in the skies over the south Pacific Ocean.  

 

Shenzhou Missions 

The CNSA developed a spacecraft called the Shenzhou, which relied on the 

Russian Soyuz spacecraft design, but has been modernized by Chinese engineers. On 

October 15, 2003 Shenzhou 5 took Yang Liwei into space. Liwei was China’s first space 

traveler, or “taikonaut” from the Mandarin word for space, “tàikōng”. His flight marked 

China as the third country to independently launch a human into space, after the U.S. 

and Russia began in 1961. 

Regarding other recent CNSA space missions, two years after Shenzhou 5, 

Shenzhou 6 launched with the first two-person Chinese crew. The mission demonstrated 

how capable Shenzhou’s life support systems were and also helped improve the food of 

the taikonauts. Further, in 2008, Zhai Zhigang, along with Liu Boming and Jing 

Haipeng, participated in Shenzhou 7, which featured the first Chinese spacewalk.“I have 

been out of the hatch, I’m feeling good,” said Zhai Zhigang. A spacewalk is any time an 

astronaut gets out of a vehicle while in space. China also launched seven new taikonauts 

in 2010, including two women: Liu Yang and Wang Yaping. In 2011, CNSA launched its 

one-room space station, Tiangong 1. The unmanned crew of Shenzhou 8 engaged in a 
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robotic docking on Tiangong 1. The crews of Shenzhou 9 and 1o made their own manned 

dockings in 2012 and 2013, respectively.   
5

Another space station, Tiangong 2, launched in 2016 but was not designed to be a 

permanent orbital station. Rather, it was used as a testing site for key technologies that 

were used in the Chinese Large Modular Space Station (CLMSS), launched in 2022 and 

still in operation. This space station is one-fifth of the size of the International Space 

Station and roughly the same size as the decommissioned Russian Mir Space Station . 
6

The Chinese hope that this station will improve researchers’ ability to conduct science 

experiments in space, beyond the duration offered by China’s existing space 

laboratories. Additionally, the CLMSS has provided China with increased experience 

launching cargo and humans into space - a potentially pivotal advantage in the race to 

Mars. 

China’s last manned spaceflight was in 2016: Shenzhou 11. It docked with 

Tiangong 2. The astronauts, Chen Dong and Jing Haipeng, carried out a number of 

medical and space experiments.  China has recently been looking into sending another 
7

manned spaceflight soon in order to put humans on the moon and also plans to be the 

first country to reach the dark side of the moon. China’s moon landing in 2014 was 

supported by the ESA’s deep space tracking stations, so it is likely that this relationship 

will continue for other moon explorations.  

5
 Howell, E. (2016, May 25). China National Space Administration: Facts and Information. Retrieved June 

1, 2019, from https://www.space.com/22743-china-national-space-administration.html  
6
NASA. MIR Space Station. Retrieved from  https://history.nasa.gov/SP-4225/mir/mir.html  

7
 Foust, J. (2016, October 16). China Launches Shenzhou-11 Crewed Spacecraft. Retrieved June 1, from 

https://spacenews.com/china-launches-shenzhou-11-crewed-spacecraft  
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Chang’e 4 

On January 3, 2019, China’s Chang’e 4 lunar exploration mission achieved the 

first soft landing on the dark side of the moon. Prior to the landing, much of the details 

of the mission had been kept secret. A significant challenge faced by the Chinese team is 

that during the final phases of the mission, Chang’e could not be operated remotely. At 

an altitude of 15 km, the probe used a rocket booster to decelerate. At 100 meters above 

the lunar surface, the craft hovered to identify obstacles and measure the slopes on the 

surface. It selected a relatively flat area by using a high-tech camera and laser 

measurements to avoid boulders and ditches. Chang’e 4 landed in the Von Karman 

Crater within the South Pole-Aitken Basin. The success of the mission was hailed as a 

major technological feat and is viewed as an important step towards China’s wider 

ambitions in space.  This technological precision must be replicated throughout the 
8

Mars program. 

 

Mission to Mars 

Plans for a manned Chinese mission to Mars are already in place. For the first 

mission, China plans to study the Martian surface from orbit, and deploy rovers to get a 

more detailed look at the terrain.  Further plans, for a second mission to collect surface 

8
 Devlin, H., Lyons, K. (2019, January 3). Far Side of the Moon: China’s Chang’e 4 Probe Makes Historic 

Touchdown. Retrieved June 10, from 

https://www.theguardian.com/science/2019/jan/03/china-probe-change-4-land-far-side-moon-basin-cr

ater  
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samples from the red planet, are in development.  China has sent numerous rovers to 
9

Mars, beginning in 2020, and hopes to continue these successes in the future.  The 

orbiters were equipped with a high-resolution camera, so that the employees at the 

CNSA could see the climate and general atmosphere on Mars. The results of these rover 

and orbiter missions haven’t come back, but the CNSA is confident that there will be 

valuable information about possible water sources and minerals on the planet. Since 

then, many orbiters have travelled to and from Mars, but the Chinese have yet to find a 

safe way to get humans to Mars, especially because of the consistent technical 

drawbacks of CNSA, compared to other national space programs.  

 

Current Situation 

Delegates are tasked with finalizing the plans for a manned Mars mission, and 

successfully landing the mission on Mars. In order to do so, the Chinese must rise above 

their past failures on Mars and invest time, energy and money into research and 

technology. They must also prove that the CNSA is a worthwhile investment and that is 

should continue to be funded. Additionally, CNSA members must keep in mind that the 

Chinese Space Program is largely state-run and there is little opportunity for private 

investment or even public access to information. China has developed a majority of the 

technology necessary to get to Mars, but some gaps still remain. It is up to the delegates 

to overcome the technological backwater and to develop a detailed plan to reach Mars. 

9
 Jiang, S. (2017, January 5). China: We Will Be on Mars by the End of 2020. Retrieved June 12, from 

https://www.cnn.com/2016/12/28/asia/china-space-program-white-paper/index.html  
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Delegates must address all of these issues and more in order to secure China’s position 

as a major space power of the world. 

 

Questions to Consider 

1. How will the Chinese try to rival the International Space Station and other 

successful NASA developments? 

2. How can China rebuild its space station and ensure that mechanical problems do 

not occur in the future? 

3. How will the CNSA ensure that it continues to receive funding from the Chinese 

government? 

4. Should the CNSA allow/look into partnerships with private enterprise? 

5. Should plans for a Shenzhou 12 mission be underway? 

6. What countries will the Chinese continue to work with? What countries will the 

Chinese disregard as allies?  

7. Will China continue to keeps its space activities a secret until they come to 

fruition?  

8. Will China be welcomed into the traditional space “club” i.e. the U.S. and Russia? 

9. If the Chinese are able to get to Mars, what will they do there (research, colonize, 

etc.)? 

10. Should outer space become a modern warzone? Are the Chinese prepared for this 

possibility? 
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