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The members in the section below are the five permanent members of the UN Security Council 

who will maintain veto power throughout the committee. If any member votes “no” on a 

resolution or committee directive, then that directive will fail. However, if all five vote “yes” 

then the directive does not necessarily pass. It will still need a simple majority within the 

committee to pass. 

 

China 

Historically speaking, the People’s Republic of China has distanced itself from most 

international affairs irrelevant to its interests. In fact, China has only exercised its veto power on 

11 occasions - the least of all the permanent members - and instead opted for abstention across 

several draft resolutions. That is not to paint an image of disinterest in world matters, though, as 

seen in the recent Chinese veto (alongside Russia) of a draft resolution intended to install 

impartial and protective measures for the refugees and civilians of Syria. China has time and 

time again employed a more sophisticated strategy to set precedent and example in hot topics 

without direct involvement so as to excuse itself in similar future issues, such as with its scuffle 

with opposition in Tibet. 

France 

In addition to holding a hardy alliance with the United States and United Kingdom, France 

maintains a steadfastly proactive position on Council reform in line with the 2005 World 

Summit. The French seek not to abolish the veto; instead the goal is to achieve self-regulation 

with sensitive matters on atrocities and others delegated to the High Commissioner for Human 

Rights and the Secretary General. In the past, France has liberally vetoed resolutions which do 
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not align with its progressive agenda, all the while either abstaining or participating in votes 

regarding conflicts and atrocities. 

Russian Federation 

In constant interplay between the Russian Federation and the United States, Russia seeks to 

undermine the legitimacy of the United States under the lingering effects of the Cold War. Any 

move by the US which might further its authority in any part of the world would most often 

garner a counter by Russia, and the situation in Syria is no different. This indeed extends to the 

UNSC and the use of the veto, with Russia having used it as a valuable political tool to combat 

American foreign policy and intervention abroad, including against condemnations of North 

Korea. 

United Kingdom 

Within the past few decades, the United Kingdom has not used its veto at all; most recently, it 

defended alongside France and the United States the American invasion of Panama in 1989. In 

fact, it began progress on a joint venture with France to reform the UNSC and add members for 

additional representation. In 2008, the United Kingdom affirmed its support for Germany, 

Brazil, India, and Japan to become permanent members, as well as permanent representation 

for Africa on the Council. 

United States 

Prior to 2007, the United States has vehemently defended its ally in Israel, staunchly blocking 

any resolution that encroached upon Israeli policy and sovereignty. Conforming with its 

projected image of the world’s judge and jury, the United States makes certain that any action it 

takes in the Council furthers this interventionist policy. Needless to say, the United States uses 

the veto to protect its actions and allies.  
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The remaining members of the UN Security Council will act as non-permanent voting 

members. While fifteen members comprise the classic Council with additional members 

appointed by the Secretary General as observers, all non-P5 positions will be treated as 

non-permanent members and thus have voting power. 

Germany 

The third largest contributor to the UN budget (behind the United States and Japan), which 

maintains peacekeeping operations abroad, Germany demands a permanent seat on the Security 

Council alongside Brazil, India, and Japan as part of an interest group known as the G4. To no 

surprise, other regional powers protest Germany’s campaign for a veto power in the belief that it 

would grant too much sway as seen with the current P5 membership. Of course, the financial 

deposits of Germany would continue to serve invaluable to the peacekeeping operations around 

the world. 

Italy 

Italy spearheads the Uniting for Consensus movement opposite the G4, calling for a unified 

front through which to decide Security Council reform. Italy is also concerned with the security 

and protection of cultural heritage of those refugees that currently continue to flow from Syria. 

To this end, it seeks the cooperation of all powers that be, including both the United States and 

Russia - for Italy, this extends to all other geopolitically sensitive matters, for instance ISIS in 

Turkey. Specifically, Italy relies on the NATO alliance as well as UN peacekeeping for keeping 

with peace and security. 

Japan 
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Japan has contributed to the United Nations from inside and outside of the Security Council in 

such fields as disarmament and non-proliferation, peacekeeping and peacebuilding, and human 

security. Japan is one of the G4 countries proactively engages in launching negotiations on the 

Security Council reform. Japan’s vested interest in a diversified permanent member Council has 

basis in the need for universal implementation of security measures and peacebuilding 

operations. 

South Korea 

Most pressing for South Korea is the dire situation across the northern border. While there have 

been several resolutions proposed to condemn and install sanctions against North Korea to quell 

tensions, the resolutions thus far have been ineffective against the aggressive North Korean 

rhetoric or have fallen through as a result of the veto. In an effort to remain the face of 

democracy on the Korean peninsula, Korea has consistently complied with peacekeeping around 

the world. South Korea is a Uniting for Consensus member. 

Spain 

With regards to the topic of Council reform, Spain has drafted comprehensive proposals for 

change, specifically calling for more frequent rotation and addition of non-permanent seats. 

Uniting for Consensus remains a mainstay of the Spanish position on this subject. Aside from 

some territorial disputes, Spain has maintained an open diplomacy policy with the world’s 

powers.  

Bangladesh 

As the Palestinian people remain displaced in various occupied regions along the Gaza Strip and 

elsewhere, Bangladesh has expressed its complete solidarity with the Palestinian people. 
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Moreover, the Bangladeshi delegation has urged the government of Israel to act justly as the 

occupying power and treat all inhabitants humanely; in the long run, a Bangladesh seeks a 

two-state solution. At face value, Bangladesh is willing to involve itself in international matters 

and is content with the current Council status quo, having most recently stepped down from 

candidature for Council membership in favor of Japan in 2014.  

Bolivia 

In context of American missile strikes as a part of the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 

Bolivia recently condemned the American invasion of Iraq, citing the false pretense of Weapons 

of Mass Destruction as an abuse of UN status on the part of the United States. Strongly holding 

the position that the UNSC was created to precisely prevent the strong from bullying the weak, 

so to speak, Bolivia would most definitely be in want for a more balanced Council with equal 

representation. 

Egypt 

Since the beginning of the Arab Spring and the ascendancy of Gamal Abdel Nasser, Egypt has 

found itself in political and financial ties with Russia and Eastern Europe with its vast oil 

reserves at its base, often at odds with the United States. Contrarily, Egypt sympathizes with the 

Syrian people opposite of Russia and the Assad regime, calling intermittently for a depolarized 

UNSC to resolve the regional crisis and outpour of refugees, a portion of which has settled in 

Egypt.  

Ethiopia 

Ethiopia remains one of the only nations to represent the horn of Africa on the Security Council, 

and it has been the largest contributor of peacekeeping troops from Africa. Because of the value 
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of its representation, Ethiopia plays the interventionist specifically on the African continent, as 

seen in mitigating the South Sudan political crisis and the upheaval and uncertainty in 

neighboring Somalia. 

Kazakhstan 

After successfully gaining a non-permanent seat on the Council, Kazakhstan seeks to further the 

voices of smaller nations so that they may be heard as substantial regional powers. Most 

importantly for the Kazakh people, the nation must be portrayed as economically and politically 

savvy as displayed in the grand plan “100 Concrete Steps to Achieve the Five Institutional 

Reforms” and “Nurly Zhol.” Moreover, Kazakhstan has been involved in keeping peace in Syria 

alongside the UN. 

Malaysia 

Malaysia’s peaceful transition to independence in 1957 has instilled in it the conviction in 

conflict resolution through peaceful means. In this regard, Malaysia continues to support and 

actively participate in UN Peacekeeping Operations with forces currently in the DRC. 

Additionally, Malaysia has adopted several resolutions regarding volatile situations in the 

Middle East, most recently concerning the Syrian war.  

Netherlands 

The Netherlands upholds international justice and fair representation of nations in the UNSC, 

especially as the International Criminal Court and other world tribunals reside there. As a result, 

the Netherlands backed India for a permanent seat on the Council and continues to campaign 

for greater diversity in the UNSC. Another facet of Dutch diplomacy, as a tribute to its stance on 

justice, is to condemn atrocity and war crime, such as that of the Syrian chemical attack. 
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New Zealand 

New Zealand has long held a position of neutrality throughout its history of being in the United 

Nations, often taking the stance of military non-interventionism while concurrently providing 

humanitarian aid around the world.  Most recently, New Zealand had formally protested the 

invasion and occupation of Iraq in belief that the actions of the United States and United 

Kingdom were illegal and/or required a UN mandate. Nevertheless, New Zealand complied with 

UN resolution to send humanitarian workers and engineers to rebuild the war zone. Presently, 

New Zealand deploys its fair share of peacekeeping troops around the world. 

Peru 

Alongside Chile, Peru calls for security council reform, paying heed to the fact that the 

international architecture has since changed from the end of the Second World War. Delegates 

from Peru have noted with dismay the numerous times the UNSC has been unable to resolve 

international dispute, also regaling the chorus of smaller nations for representation and 

regulation. 

Poland 

Poland has expressed hope that a broad consensus on the matter of the Security Council reform 

would be reached soon and supported the solution agreed by the majority of the UN member 

states as long as it ensures fair and equitable geographical representation in the Security 

Council. Poland underscored that the reformed Council should include one additional 

non-permanent seat for the Eastern European Group (EEG). Additionally, as the gateway to 

Germany, to where many Syrian refugees relocate, Poland seeks an equitable solution to the 

conflict in Syria.  
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Senegal 

Senegal’s standing president Macky Sall has said that priority must be given to tackling all 

threats to international peace and security, including finding a fair solution to the protracted 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict as well as respect for migrants and displaced persons. Priding itself 

on its inclusiveness of all religious groups, Senegal aims to portray Africa in a light conducive of 

progress and steady growth rather than a receptacle for humanitarian aid. To this end, it is to 

the chagrin of President Sall that Africa has no permanent say on the Security Council when, 

after all, its constituents comprise almost a third of the Member States and issues concerning 

Africa make up the bulk of the body’s work. Hence, Senegal is aligned with the Ezulwini 

Consensus, the African Union position which calls for a more representative Council. 

Uruguay 

Uruguay has long sustained a call for multilateralism and a united world on crucial issues such 

as combatting terrorism, humanitarian aid for refugees, and global sustainability. Collective 

defense is another key piece in Uruguay’s expectation of the UN, and to that end equal 

representation across all nations is demanded. 

Sweden 

Sweden has developed a rhetoric on peace and stability for the Council, specifically to reform the 

inner workings of the council via grassroots changes. Intending to lead by example, Sweden 

promises transparency and just representation of its region, utilizing its many contacts with 

investors and diplomats around the world. In addition, Sweden contributes greatly to 

peacekeeping operations around the world. 
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We appreciate your feedback about our conference. Please 
direct all inquiries and comments to our Secretary-General. 

Ankita Satpathy
Secretary-General
secretarygeneral@vamun.org

You can also contact us at the mailing address below: 

VAMUN c/o The International Relations Organization at 
the University of Virginia 
PO Box 400435 
Newcomb Hall Station Charlottesville, VA 22904-4435

Non-Affiliation Statement

Although this organization has members who are 
University of Virginia students and may have University 
employees associated or engaged in its activities and 
affairs, the organization is not a part of or an agency of the 
University. It is a separate and independent organization 
which is responsible for and manages its own activities and 
affairs. The University does not direct, supervise or control 
the organization and is not responsible for the organizations 
contracts, acts, or omissions.


