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Committee Letter 

 

Dear Delegates, 

Hello, and welcome to VAMUN XXXVII! I am excited to welcome you into this 

committee, and to see what different problems and solutions will arise from the Post-Arab 

Spring: The Tunisia Conference committee. This is your opportunity to become involved in an 

issue that has affected millions, but delegate positions will attempt to resolve some of the issues 

embedded so deeply in Tunisian society currently. Prepare extensively, but also remember to 

use creative, tactical, and productive methods in order for the committee to be effective and 

worthwhile. 

My name is Raleigh Zook. I will be your chair for this conference, and I am a 3rd year in 

UVA’s College of Arts and Sciences. I am from Ashland, Virginia, which is roughly thirty minutes 

outside of Richmond. I plan to double major in Foreign Affairs and Middle Eastern Studies. I 

did not participate in Model UN until I joined International Relations Organization at UVa, but I 

have chaired previous VAMUN and VICS conferences. I am a volunteer with the VISAS 

(Volunteer with International Students, Staff, and Scholars) organization, member of the Arabic 

Conversation Club, vice-president for the Alexander Hamilton Society club, and also volunteer 

with the International Rescue Committee. This past summer I spent two months studying 

Arabic and Middle Eastern politics in Jordan and interned for my Congressman once I returned. 

My interest in the Middle East, in particular the Arab Spring, drove the idea of centering a 

Model UN committee on what spurred the revolution throughout the Arab world. Though it was 

over six years ago, its consequences, and even benefits, still hold prominent roles today. 

This committee will focus on the economic, social, and political aspects in relation to 

present-day Tunisia. New updates may take place before the start of VAMUN, so stay informed 

and use future information in committee, as well. In this committee, though there are standard 

procedures, we applaud effort and plausible creativity. There are endless possibilities in which 

direction to take for this committee—do not be shy to voice your opinion and new ideas. This 

committee is comprised of the Cabinet members under Youssef Chahed. These ministers have 

various functions, which will collaborate in attempt to solve the questions and problems 

addressed in this background guide. Note that though there are some questions listed in the 

guide, many more will be brought up in committee, so make sure that the background guide is 

not your only source of reference. It is important to have conducted your own research and 

brought appropriate materials to committee. 

Please submit position papers during the first session of the conference, if you are unable 

to print it, please feel free to email it to me. Regarding awards, position papers will be looked 

favorably upon if received the first day of committee. I also will happily accept any fun facts or 

other miscellaneous emails pertaining to this committee via email. I will try to respond to 

questions and comments/suggestions as soon as I can.  

Feel free to email us to ask any questions, comments, or suggestions. I am looking 

forward to meeting y’all! 

  

Raleigh Zook, Chair   

rdz4af@virginia.edu  



Committee Overview  

This specialized committee will act as present-day Tunisia, with each delegate assuming 

roles as a member of the Tunisian Cabinet, each with equal ability and representation. The goal 

of this committee is to create initiatives and reforms in order to stabilize and subdue terrorism 

in post-Arab Spring Tunisia. Tunisia, the Middle Eastern nation that initiated a domino-effect of 

revolutions across the Arab world, still suffers from a revolution that changed their 

authoritarian government into a “democracy” six years ago. Each member has specific, 

specialized abilities and insight that will aid the committee as a whole in order to reroute 

Tunisian economic, social, and political life.  

This committee will address the effects of the Arab Spring in order to: reformulate and 

better its infrastructure (Economy, energy, transportation, and education); present-day 

responses to radicalism and insurgency (How neighboring countries are drastically weakening 

and affecting Tunisian society and economy); arguments for and against democracy 

(Considering which political standpoint is best in this post-revolutionary nation); and border 

security in relation to various forms of trafficking. Each committee session will bleed into one 

another, but preferably each topic will be discussed. Efforts to dissuade economic deterioration, 

terrorist-linked activity, and trafficking across borders will be discussed at length in order to 

stabilize the country. Though Tunisia is one of the few nations during the Arab Spring to have a 

‘successful’ outcome, it still deals with innumerable domestic and security issues. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Background Information, Tunisia: 

Tunisia, located between the borders of Algeria, Libya, and the Mediterranean Sea, 

possesses the natural resources of “petroleum, phosphates, iron ore, lead, zinc, and salt” . 
1

According the CIA World Factbook, approximately 64.8% of its land is used for agriculture, but 

is also renowned for its marine life and economy. Due to its location, Tunisia and Malta have 

proposed undertaking “the commercial exploitation of the continental shelf between their 

countries, particularly for oil exploitation” . Its population reached 11.1 million in July 2016, 
2

with 99.1% of population identifying as Sunni Muslims, with about 37.6% of youth between the 

age of 15 and 24 suffering from unemployment . This has affected the socio-economic despite 
3

the market-oriented economy and economic liberal strategy. Terrorist attacks have also hurt the 

economy since it heavily disrupts the flow of tourism in the country.  

Many reforms have taken place to help implement democratic, modernized government 

and policies; however, communications are still controlled by the government. Though there are 

measures to create more freedom of the press, it is still restricted to some extent. The 

foundational features and ability to express opinions have shifted since the Arab Spring. Though 

there are claims that Tunisia is installing a true democracy, there are glimpses of discontent and 

fundamental issues inherent in the nation. Conditions may have bettered following the Arab 

Spring; however, not to the extent that Tunisia is an absolute, free country granting its citizens 

full capacity to express themselves and provide for themselves. 

 

 

1 "The World Factbook: TUNISIA," Central Intelligence Agency, August 30, 2017, , accessed August 03, 

2017, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ts.html. 
2 ibd. 
3  ibd. 



Background Information, The Arab Spring:  

The Arab Spring was a series of protests, riots, and demonstrations, both peaceful and 

violent, throughout the Arab world beginning in late 2010 and into 2011. The outcomes differed 

greatly between Tunisia, Egypt, Yemen, Bahrain, Libya, Morocco, and Syria—some ending in 

quasi-democracy, further disruption and unsettlement, or even civil war. The Arab Spring, also 

referred to as the Jasmine Revolution, galvanized the youth in efforts to employ social media as 

a means to reveal the internal problems faced within each country and within each region, as 

well.  

December 17, 2010 significantly shifted and galvanized Tunisian society. There had been 

few predictions of what would ensue after December 17. December 17 stirred not only a 

collective empathy toward what occurred, but more importantly instigated the series of 

countries falling into what is known as the Arab Spring. December 17, 2010 was the day 

Tunisian-born, twenty-six year old Mohamed Bouazizi self-immolated in the streets, merely 

steps from the police. By undertaking one of the most painful deaths, Bouazizi steeled his will to 

wither rather than to stay alive under the conditions of the single-party rule of Zine El Abidine 

Ben Ali. Some describe “Bouazizi’s action [as] a genuinely epic David vs. Goliath scenario, where 

David liberated himself from the fear of persecution by decimating himself and laying Tunisia’s 

corrupt and authoritarian political order naked for onlookers to see. Power had been rendered 

obsolete and the injustice of the status quo was no longer unspoken.”  Bouazizi was a mere 
4

vegetable vendor who was punished by the government because he could not afford to bribe 

officials. His experience only brushes the deep-rooted, complex issues that had begun to heavily 

engrave themselves into Tunisian society. It was not until the self-immolation of Mohamed 

Bouazizi that the Tunisian people began their uprising. In the film, The Death of Fear, the 

4  Adel Iskandar, "Ablaze the body politic," Egypt Independent, March 25, 2011, accessed August 15, 2017, 

http://www.egyptindependent.com/ablaze-body-politic/. 



narrator claims that once fear is lost, revolution is inevitable . This statement, however, is 
5

extremely controversial. In the case of revolutions that broke out, it makes sense and seems 

somewhat obvious; however, there are other cases when revolutions do not break out even when 

there is a ‘loss of fear’. 

Innumerable foundational issues contributed to the outbreak of the Arab Spring, also 

known as the Jasmine Revolution, in Tunisia. In the 1987 election, Zine El Abidine Ben Ali 

replaced President Bourguiba. Representing the Constitutional Democratic Rally, Ben Ali 

remained in absolute power until ousted in early 2011. Though there was a widespread 

discontentment and/or uproar at his regime nearing the Arab Spring, in 2004, he had obtained 

95% of the vote for his fifth-term in office . His regime instigated the inner turmoil foreseen in 
6

the nation—media was censored, Ben Ali’s rule was authoritarian and rapidly becoming more 

and more repressive, corruption was evident even at local levels of security and government, 

which became so extreme it led to the suicide of Bouazizi. Mohamed Nachi, a professor who was 

born and family originated from Tunisia, highlights key elements contributing to the rise of 

discontent. Nachi approaches this question by explaining how: 

Ben Ali’s hold on power and exercise of it had become increasingly centralized and 

personalized, reducing to the barest minimum the role and function of the political 

institutions …The state served the increasing private wealth of the president and the 

family of his wife, which constituted, according to the American ambassador in Tunisia, 

a “quasi-mafia”… All this led to the frustration of a population that was constantly 

subjected to intimidation, to the most blatant forms of injustice, and to feeling 

5  The Death of Fear. Prod. Al Jazeera. Al Jazeera, n.d. Web. 

6  Mohammed Ibahrine, "Zine El Abidine Ben Ali," Academia.edu, , accessed August 15, 2017, 

http://www.academia 



increasingly offended, yet with no outlet to express any discontent. No one could 

denounce injustice or call for justice to be done.  
7

The rise of this widespread discontent led to an emergence of professional societies from 

different guilds, such as doctors, trade unionists, medical organizations, journalist groups, etc., 

which developed the skills ultimately used in the protests. They began to demand that the state 

carry out not only previous promises, but also the constitution itself. In the 2008 protests, there 

were brief glimpses of the anger held toward Ben Ali’s regimes, but by 2011, the people were 

ready to mobilize. They wanted to be rid of Ben Ali since the injustice and corruption was 

seeping through every governmental system. There was no economic transparency, equality, or 

free media, which contributed to the growth of the security services suffocating the people. 

Control was pervasive leading up to the Arab Spring. Social media, in particular Facebook and 

Twitter, became the foundation of the revolution throughout the Arab world. It allowed the 

people to express their grievances and garner foreign support.  

Following the Arab Spring, questions of domestic and international legitimacy 

dominated the polis. Following Ben Ali fleeing the country to Saudi Arabia, members under his 

party resigned from their positions, including the Prime Minister, Mohamed Ghannouchi. 

Ghannouchi then “declared himself acting president based on Article 56 of the constitution..But 

because Ben Ali had never actually delegated his powers to Ghannouchi…the constitutional 

assembly…adopted Article 57 of the constitution, which stipulates that the president of the 

Chamber of Deputies becomes president of the nation” . Interim governments were then put 
8

into effect, which enacted a ‘unity government’ despite the fact that various previous 

governmental positions were still held by the same people under Ben Ali’s regime. A new 

7  Mohamed Nachi, ""Spontaneous Revolution" in Tunisia," Institute for Advanced Study, 2011, accessed 

August 15, 2017, https://www.ias.edu/ideas/2011/nachi-tunisia-revolution. 

8  Gana’s Tunisia (word doc) 



constitution began to be drafted in October 2011 along with “the tripartite coalition government 

(aka troika) had been assigned the task of governing as well as that of holding new elections, 

either presidential or parliamentary” . After centuries under an autocratic regime, October 
9

marked Tunisia’s “first democratic parliamentary elections. The moderate Islamist Ennahda 

party won more than 41% of the vote in the constituent assembly tasked with drafting a new 

constitution. Veteran dissident Moncef Marzouki was then elected president.”  
10

The Arab Spring drastically morphed the Arab World politically, economically, and 

socially in differing degrees. Politically, Tunisia began to gravitate toward a more democratized 

form of government. Economically, before and after the Arab Spring, the economy suffered, and 

in light of increased smuggling and terrorist attacks, the economy has continued to weaken, 

hurting the citizens of the nation. Socially, the atmosphere of speech and freedom became 

pertinent issues during and after the Arab Spring--corruption was heavily denoted and 

continued to hold a strong role in platforms in all social classes. Tunisia, allegedly, is the only 

country to have achieved a full democracy post-Arab Spring, while countries such as Egypt, 

Sudan, Algeria, Morocco, and Mauritania were able to form semi-democracies . The Jasmine 
11

Revolution affected Tunisia’s infrastructure, its responses to radical terrorism, its shift toward a 

more democratic political sphere, which has had ripple effects on its border issues. 

 

 

 

 

9  ibd. 
10  "Arab uprising: Country by country - Tunisia," BBC News, December 16, 2013, accessed September 28, 

2017, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-12482315. 
11 "Arab Spring brings success, failures," The Triangle, February 26, 2015, accessed September 01, 2017, 

http://thetriangle.org/opinion/arab-spring/. 



Topic 1: Current Infrastructure 

Post-Arab Spring, Tunisia’s infrastructure required extreme reform in order to subside 

the original causes of the revolution. Different ministries of the government began to implement 

programs and initiatives in order to develop both public and private sectors--specifically 

targeting its transportation methods, energy facilities and implementation, tourism sector, and 

economy. Terrorist attacks have also weaved their way into the daily life of Tunisian society, 

drastically affecting its infrastructure and the structure of how reforms need to be directed. 

 

Transportation 

Approximately 7% of Tunisia’s employment is allotted to the transport sector, which 

provides for over 230,000 jobs, which proves its essential nature to Tunisian society . Prior to 
12

the Arab Spring, there were difficulties in progressing and maintaining transportation methods. 

A 2010-2014 development plan was created; however, the Arab Spring heavily disrupted this 

process, which led to further “delays or even suspensions” . In 2016, another five-year plan was 
13

developed in hopes of garnering investors to support the transport systems . This short-term 
14

plan aims to develop partnerships between private and public sectors, improve quality and 

safety, increase quantity of transportation methods, and develop its infrastructure . Projects 
15

will be focused specifically in Tunis and Sfax, but reforms will encapsulate numerous areas in 

the nation. Projects include railroads, metros, buses, and light rails. Tunisia will need to obtain 

12 Rochelle Turner, "Travel and Tourism: Economic Impact 2015 Tunisia," The Authority on World Travel 

& Tourism, 2015, , accessed September 12, 2017, 

https://www.wttc.org/-/media/files/reports/economic%20impact%20research/countries%20 

13  Mathieu Martin, "Urban Transport in Tunisia: 2016, the renewal of the national strategy," Agir pour 

une mobilité soutenable dans les villes en développement, December 20, 2016, , accessed September 01, 

2017, 

http://www.codatu.org/actualites/urban-transport-in-tunisia-2016-the-renewal-of-the-national-strategy

/. 
14  ibd. 
15  ibd. 



international support in order to fund these developments, which would positively influence the 

tourism market and further cement internal edifices. Besides the challenge of finding funding, 

there are difficulties in maintaining unity between authorities tasked with transportation 

projects. The actors play a crucial role in developing this sector, and currently “no common 

decision-making structures exists and the actors struggle in developing and implementing a 

collective vision” . A new model between diverse stakeholders in order to create a “collective 
16

vision”  is needed in order to further progress and improve upon public transportation. 
17

 

Energy 

Tunisia is renowned for its developed energy systems, which affects all levels of society 

and every sector. According to the CIA World FactBook, nearly 100% of the population has 

access to electricity. Despite this advantage, there are still fallouts and problems due to the 

aftermath of the Arab Spring, such as “the power sector does not possess slack generation 

capacity and is susceptible to brownouts” . Many efforts are also being made in order to 
18

diversify and increase renewable energy in Tunisia. There is potential in the region to do so, so 

the government of Tunisia “adopted in 2015 a new renewable energy law to encourage private 

businesses to generate and use clean energy; though hydrocarbon-based generation will 

continue to dominate Tunisia's overall energy picture… the GOT goal is to raise national energy 

production from renewables to 30% by 2030” . Efforts toward building power plants have been 
19

16  ibd. 
17  ibd. 
18  "Chapter 4: Leading Sectors for U.S. Export and Investment," Doing Business in Tunisia: 2014 Country 

Commercial Guide for U.S. Companies, September 22, 2014, , accessed September 1, 2017, 

https://photos.state.gov/libraries/tunisia/231771/PDFs/2014%20ccg_ 
19  ibd. 



in effect for centuries, but there is a proposal to construct a 900 MW nuclear power plant by 

2020 .  
20

Tourism 

Prior to the Arab Spring, during “1990-2007, the contribution of services to GDP stood at 

57.4 per cent and its average growth rate was equal to 5.6 per cent” . “Tourism is the country's 
21

top foreign currency earner and employs 400,000 people, making it the second biggest 

employer after agriculture” , but promptly during and after the Arab Spring, it dropped nearly 
22

40%. Currently, terrorist attacks and radical groups in the area heavily affect tourism; however, 

it is predicted that tourism will rise to nearly 30% during 2017 . The decrease of tourists in the 
23

nation is not only a domestic, internal issue, but also affects international perspective and 

support of the area. It accounts for approximately 8% of Tunisia’s GDP, so security measures are 

essential in order to draw in tourists and provide this capital for its workers and government. 

Prevention methods are being enacted in order to combat attacks, such as setting up security at 

attraction sites and monitoring routes used to reach these areas; new social media techniques 

are being used to promote historical sites, as well . 
24

 

 

 

20
"Tunisia Business Law Handbook," Google Books, , accessed September 01, 2017, 

https://books.google.jo/books?id=RdOPEoPh7MAC&pg=PA150&lpg=PA150&dq=tunisia+GOT+energy&

source=bl&ots=L9m8obAlzh&sig=Sx6NKXNxjBrfGoYp6wOKNQqBAmc&hl=en&sa=X&redir_esc=y#v=o

nepage&q=tunisia%20GOT%20energy&f=false 
21 Mohamed Ayadi and Wided Mattoussi, "Scoping of the Tunisian Economy," Learning to Compete, , 
accessed October 1, 2017, 

https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/L2C_WP17_Ayadi-and-Mattoussi-1.pdf. 
22

"Tunisia bets "revolution" will boost tourism," Discover Thomson Reuters, February 04, 2011, , accessed 

September 01, 2017, http://www.reuters.com/article/us-tunisia-tourism-idUSTRE7134W220110204. 
23  Tarek Amara, "Tunisia sees 30 percent tourism growth in 2017," Discover Thomson Reuters, March 21, 

2017, , accessed October 01, 2017, 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-tunisia-economy-tourism-idUSKBN16S1K1. 
24  ibd. 



Economy 

The Arab Spring dramatically shifted the Tunisian economy, which still holds adverse 

effects, such as how: 

Investments sharply declined in almost all sectors, except the electronics sector…the 

decline of the FDI was particularly severe in the tourism sector where losses were 

estimated at 83.3 per cent, while manufacturing and energy exhibited losses amounting 

to 42.4 per cent and 19 per cent, respectively.  
25

Many factors are deeply affecting Tunisia’s economy, which also is what drives the most 

controversy and problems faced internally. Changes to the economy and means of production 

may be necessary in order to stabilize the country. Without a sound economic system devoid of 

influences from the Arab Spring and recent terrorist attacks, the economy will continue to face 

imploding issues, affecting every class and social standing of the Tunisian people. 

 

Questions to Consider 

1. What methods can be implemented to stabilize Tunisian transportation, energy, and 

tourism sectors? How would these initiatives promote economic growth? 

2. To what extent would domestic security strengthen economic change? 

3. To what extent do neighboring countries affect Tunisian economy? Would intervention 

in neighboring countries alleviate negative influence in Tunisia? 

 

 

 

25 "Tunisia bets "revolution" will boost tourism," Discover Thomson Reuters, February 04, 2011, , 
accessed September 01, 2017, 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-tunisia-tourism-idUSTRE7134W220110204. 



 

Topic 2: Present-day Responses to Radicalism and Insurgency 

 

Radical and insurgent attacks have greatly affected the economic stability and cohesion 

in Tunisia. In 2010, 6.9 million tourists were recorded visiting Tunisia . Despite the massive 
26

drop during the Arab Spring and the terrorist attacks following mainly in 2013 and 2014, the 

number spiked back up in 2016 reaching nearly 4.5 million . These attacks have been said to 
27

“derail Tunisia’s democratic transition” . Whether in isolation or backed by Islamist extremist 
28

groups, these attacks have indicated a need for higher security in the region; however, despite 

internal measures to ensure safety, the strength of the Islamic State in Libya holds domino 

effects across borders. Without the stabilization of Libya and resolving border security issues, 

complete peace is unlikely within Tunisia. With the absence of a stabilized government in Libya, 

ISIS strongholds have strengthened, which have also targeted Tunisian cities during this 

time--“There is also some terrorism activity in Tripoli. The numbers are still not that high, but if 

they don’t reach an agreement soon, this can change not only qualitatively but also 

quantitatively very, very soon.”  
29

 

Recent Attacks 

26  Patrick Scott, "Tourists Return to Tunisia, but Slowly," The New York Times, May 15, 2017, , accessed 

October 01, 2017, 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/15/travel/tourists-return-to-tunisia-bookings-security.html?_r=0. 
27  ibd. 
28  Farah Samti and Carlotta Gall, "Tunisia Attack Kills at Least 38 at Beach Resort Hotel," The New York 

Times, June 26, 2015, , accessed October 01, 2017, 

https://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/27/world/africa/gunmen-attack-hotel-in-sousse-tunisia.html. 
29  Borzou Daragahi, "Peacekeepers needed to ensure stability in Libya, says UN envoy," Financial Times, 

January 22, 2015, , accessed October 01, 2017, 

https://www.ft.com/content/28b8486a-a185-11e4-b176-00144feab7de. 



Groups such as Ansar al-Shariah, the Islamic State, and al-Qaeda have ties and 

influences in Tunisia, which has also been drastically affecting its tourism sector and thus its 

economy. Two specific attacks have especially affected the tourist influx: the 22 killed in the 

National Bardo Museum attack Zahar and the 38 killed at a hotel resort in Sousse. The men 

involved in the national museum attack had traveled to Libya to be trained with intentions in 

fighting in Syria, as well, supporting the Islamic State . The Islamic State claimed responsibility 
30

for the Sousse attack, whose recruiters had also been trained in Libya . The radical group, Ansar 
31

al-Sharia, has also embedded a sense of fear in Tunisia with its various attacks throughout 

2013-2014 targeting American structures, Tunisian politicians, military, and hotel resorts . 
32

 

Internal Security Measures 

Prior to the 2015 attack killing 38, hotels and tourist sites were unguarded. Since the 

attacks, armed security guards have been posted at these locations, routes to tourist sites are 

being monitored, and vehicles are checked before entering hotel resorts, along with metal 

detectors posted at their entrances . Marketing techniques have also been imposed in order to 
33

garner attention toward the tourism industry by promoting different historical sites and 

entertainment events—social media platforms have specifically been targeting Algerians and 

Russians in this effort . 
34

30  ibd. 
31  Carlotta Gall, "In Tunisia, One Brother Studied Philosophy, Another Gunned Down Tourists," The New 

York Times, April 02, 2015, , accessed October 01, 2017, 

https://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/03/world/africa/in-tunisia-one-brother-studied-philosophy-another

-gunned-down-tourists.html. 
32  Daniel Cassman, "Ansar al-Shariah (Tunisia)," Ansar al-Shariah (Tunisia) | Mapping Militant 

Organizations, August 24, 2016, , accessed October 01, 2017, 

http://web.stanford.edu/group/mappingmilitants/cgi-bin/groups/view/547. 

33  Patrick Scott, "Tourists Return to Tunisia, but Slowly," The New York Times, May 15, 2017, , accessed 

October 01, 2017, 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/15/travel/tourists-return-to-tunisia-bookings-security.html?_r=0. 
34  ibd. 



The Tunisian government “insists that it is steadily breaking up militant networks and 

rooting out sleeper cells… it had killed or captured most of the group behind the museum attack, 

another group claimed responsibility and threatened more attacks”  along with carrying out 
35

raids and arrests to capture terrorist suspects—over 400 have been taken into custody. In order 

to subdue ISIS recruitment, suggestions to focus on southern Tunisia, which has been neglected 

in economic opportunities, have been addressed . 
36

 

Border security background 

Tunisia has recognized that there has been a problem with Tunisians crossing over into 

Libya to train for the Islamic State—some have returned and conducted attacks, as well, which 

proves to be a massive threat to national security. There is also the concern of radicalized 

Libyans crossing over into Tunisia. Tunisia has been able to build a 125-mile fence, funded by 

the United States and European countries. Though this has reduced 2.5 billion of illegal 

substances being transported into the country, it still holds various issues: the fence does not 

cover the entire border, there are holes allowing for illegal smuggling to occur, corruption with 

those guarding the fence, and it will not prevent Tunisian sleeper cells from carrying out 

nefarious activities . There are claims there is more of an issue internally, particularly in the 
37

economic scene, and reforms and attention should instead be focused on this area rather than 

influences of Libya.  

35  Carlotta Gall, "In Tunisia, One Brother Studied Philosophy, Another Gunned Down Tourists," The New 

York Times, April 02, 2015, , accessed October 01, 2017, 

https://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/03/world/africa/in-tunisia-one-brother-studied-philosophy-another

-gunned-down-tourists.html. 
36  Sarah Yerkes, "Fixing Tunisia's terror problem should begin at home," Brookings, July 28, 2016, , 
accessed October 01, 2017, 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/markaz/2016/03/15/fixing-tunisias-terror-problem- 

should-begin-at-home/. 
37  ibd. 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/markaz/2016/03


Taxes are avoided when smuggling occurs,which affects an even deeper level of economic 

disparity. There have been pros and cons to the smuggling situation, though: 

An estimated 25% of Tunisia’s fuel consumption came illicitly from Algeria while 

smuggled goods made up nearly 50% of all bilateral trade with Libya…But while border 

smuggling has helped compensate for the broken economy, it has also facilitated the 

movement of weapons and militants . 
38

Approximately one billion dinar is reported to cross borders as of 2014. This industry began to 

exponentially develop in the last few years of Ben Ali’s regime and continued post-Arab Spring . 
39

There are also issues with human trafficking across borders, particularly children being used as 

victims chosen to transport drugs .  
40

The refugee situation in Tunisia provided a gateway for refugees to cross the 

Mediterranean into Italy beginning in January 2011 . 10% of Tunisia’s population is drawn from 
41

the refugee population. Some refugees drew from Libyan refugees who were escaping harsh 

circumstances and chose to cross the border into Tunisia . Especially after the Arab Spring and 
42

the beginning of the Syrian civil war, this began to put a strain on Tunisian economy and 

abilities to accommodate the influx of refugees. In 2014, this had grown to such a large degree 

that in July and August there were approximately 6,000 people seeking refuge in Tunisia from 

Libya.  

38  "Tunisia's borders open ground for smuggling," Al-Monitor, September 22, 2014, , accessed October 01, 

2017, 

http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/iw/contents/articles/originals/2014/09/tunisia-border-smuggling-se

curity-threat.html. 
39  Kathleen Caulderwood, "Tunisia's $1 Billion Smuggling Problem," International Business Times, 

December 05, 2015, , accessed October 01, 2017, 

http://www.ibtimes.com/tunisias-1-billion-smuggling-problem-1542944. 
40  "Tunisia," U.S. Department of State, , accessed October 1, 2017, 

https://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/countries/2014/226837.htm. 
41

Françoise De Bel-Air, "Migration Pro le: Tunisia," December 2016, , accessed October 1, 2017, 

http://cadmus.eui.eu/bitstream/handle/1814/45144/MPC_PB_2016_08.pdf?sequence=1. 
42  ibd. 



 

 

Analysis 

Border security also relates to terrorist activities, which affects Tunisia’s infrastructure 

and ability to strengthen its economy, political scene, and social groups. By addressing the root 

issues, such as refugees and trafficking, some economic issues can be alleviated and these forces 

can be rerouted to help internal issues. Based on the effects of terrorist attacks and the 

aftermath of the Arab Spring, infrastructural projects have been delayed and hindered. The 

tourism sector, which Tunisia thrives off of, has plummeted. Ministries under Chahed’s 

administration have all rerouted efforts toward combating specifically what their ministry 

specializes in, yet means of combining initiatives are limited. Terrorism has unbalanced an 

already unstable nation. Measures to sustain and revive Tunisian economy and society have 

been taken, yet the problems are still evident. There is a need to subdue radical and insurgent 

attacks in order to then focus on infrastructural projects to promote stabilization and an 

economic growth, which would assist this developing country and reinforce a capitalist 

economic system inherent in some democracies.  

 

Questions to Consider 

1. What efforts can be made to cease, lessen, or eradicate terrorist activity in Tunisia? 

2. How effectively would initiatives to reduce terrorist-linked activity be measured in terms 

of Tunisians defecting to adopt extremist viewpoints? 

3. Would addressing youth to prevent radicalism prove more worthwhile? What exactly 

would that entail? 

 



 

 

Topic 3: Arguments For and Against Democracy 

 

Background 

Following the Arab Spring, the Tunisian people sought a democratized government and 

eventually were capable of banning of the former ruling party, the RCD as well as the “political 

police” used to intimidate and harass political protesters and activists.  The president Fouad 
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Mebazaa announced there would be elections to a Constituent Assembly in 2011 October, which 

led to the formation of the Ennahda Movement, a resistance party in Tunisia banned by the Ben 

Ali administration, winning a plurality of 90 out of 217 seats in the assembly.  On December 
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12th, 2011, a well-known human rights activist, Moncef Marzouki, was elected president of 

Tunisia.   
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Pro-Democracy 

Tunisia is widely regarded as the most democratic state in North Africa and the Middle 

East. Tunisia’s government has components of a democratic state; it is a representative 

democracy and a republic, with a unicameral parliament, a president, a prime minister, and a 

civil law court system. Tunisia also established a constitution in 2014 January, which 

demonstrated mobilization toward a full democratization. Not only has Tunisia established a 

government with the layout of a democratic government that represents its citizens, there are 

43  Dale McFeatters, “When Fleeing Tunisia, don’t forget the gold”. Korea Times. 25 January 2011.  
44  Issandr El Amrani; Lindsey, Ursula, "Tunisia Moves to the Next Stage". Middle East Report. Middle 

East Research and Information Project. 
45  Alexandra Zavis, "Former dissident sworn in as Tunisia's president". Los Angeles Times. Los Angeles 

Times. Retrieved 13 December 2011. 

http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/world_now/2011/12/tunisia-president-moncef-marzouki.html


also many political parties in Tunisia, which is important to maintaining a successful 

democracy; there are currently over 100 political parties in Tunisia, compared to the three under 

Ben Ali’s rule.  

Other sectors of society have altered post-Arab Spring, as well, such as human rights and 

the military. Non-governmental organizations and groups have been established to represent 

the people of Tunisia, including the Tunisian Human Rights League, which is the first human 

rights organization in the Arab and African regions, the Tunisian Association of Democratic 

Women, and the General Union of Tunisian Workers; these organizations allow people of 

different interests and backgrounds to be treated fairly, and they advocate to maintain and 

pursue more representation. Tunisia is also at the forefront of women’s rights in the Middle East 

and Africa, having adopted a Personal Status Code in 1956, which gave women full legal status, 

and led to Tunisia to becoming the first country to outlaw polygamy in the Middle East.  The 
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military also now plays a large role in domestic security and humanitarian crisis response, 

caring about the wellbeing of its own citizens instead of focusing on protecting the country from 

outside threats and repressing its people. As Tunisia has increasingly become more democratic, 

the country has continued to instill policies and encourage participation in order to represent its 

citizens. Many areas of Tunisian society have been reformed in order to play a larger role in the 

security and welfare of its citizens not just in political representation but also in everyday life. 

 

Counterargument 

Despite Tunisia’s claim to democracy, it still lacks fundamental aspects that are not seen 

in most democratic, Western nations. Most Tunisians, when asked to rate how democratic 

Tunisia is, gave Tunisia a score of 5 out of 10, showing a significant amount of uncertainty about 

46 “Tunisia (03/09/12)”. US Department of State. 9 March 2012.  



the alleged democratic government. Corruption is widely viewed as a major issue in the Tunisian 

government, as well; in a poll conducted by the Arab Barometer, 90 percent of people 

commented that corruption is “widespread”.  Some claim that when corruption exists, a 
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country cannot be a true democracy, because the people are not truly represented—elected 

officials receive payments from special interest groups to help pass laws that would achieve their 

goals, and there have been cases of rich donors not representing the people to their fullest 

extent.  

Another problem with Tunisia and the argument of a true democracy lies within its 

constitution. The constitution states that the president’s religion “shall be Islam”, which is not a 

component of democracy as democracies allow for freedom of religion—this part of the 

constitution restricts that freedom. Freedom of the press is also important when considering if a 

country is a democracy or not, and over the past few years the press has been increasingly 

restricted by the government both in content and what channels are readily accessible and 

permitted to be shown to the public. Neji Bghouri, president of journalist’s union, stated that, 

“Government officials seek to control the media and exert pressure through telephone 

instructions, and practices of the old regime have returned.” There have been instances of 

journalists being beaten by police to try and prevent the journalists from working.   Terrorism 
48

is another issue in Tunisia that threatens democracy, Melani Cammett, a faculty member of the 

Government Department at Harvard University who specializes in the Middle East and North 

Africa deliberated that, “One concern [is that] in order to address [threats to security] the 

country would have to curtail civil liberties”, and Youssef Cherif, a Tunisian political 

commentator stated that, “The state is weakening … the feeling of security, that [regardless of] 

47  Michael Robbins,"Five years after the revolution, more and more Tunisians support 

democracy." The Washington Post. May 20, 2016. 
48  Tarek Amara, "Tunisia tightens restrictions on journalists, press freedom at risk - union.” Reuters. April 

11, 2017. 



whatever happens the state will come and save you, is slowly disintegrating.”  If citizens of a 
49

state do not consider themselves safe, it severely threatens a stable democracy, and actions 

taken to keep citizens safe can infringe on personal civil liberties.  

 

Questions to Consider 

1. Why is it important to have many different political parties and ideologies in a 

democratic system? 

2. In a democracy, is it important to have a military that focuses on both foreign threats and 

the wellbeing of its citizens? Can this focus on the wellbeing of citizens cause too much 

governmental control and create a less democratic state? 

3. Does a corrupt government automatically disqualify a state from being democratic? 

What is too much corruption and what qualifies as corruption in Tunisia? 

4. Is freedom of religion a required aspect of a democracy? Can a state not have freedom of 

religion and still be democratic? 

 

 

Guide to Research 

 

The background guide covers the main topics that will be discussed during committee session. 

To further your research, I suggest researching current events in both Tunisia and its 

neighboring countries in relation to the topics. They all intertwine, so it is important to have a 

well-rounded knowledge of all proposed topics. Though the three background guide topics are 

the main points of discussion, please feel free to include information that you discovered with 

49  Sebastian Reyes, "After Autocracy: Challenges to Tunisian Democracy." Harvard Political Review After 

Autocracy Challenges to Tunisian Democracy Comments. June 15, 2016. 



your own research. This will make you stand out as a committee member and will help you make 

the most of this experience. Any primary and/or secondary sources will help aid you in research 

and hopefully bring more material to share with the committee during session. The last step 

taken to wholly grasp your role in this committee is to research your specific delegate 

thoroughly. In addition to this, it is important to fully comprehend Tunisia’s current form of 

government and how it operates. I suggest reviewing the Encyclopedia Britannica Tunisia 

webpage in order to develop better clarity. Another source that will be beneficial to your 

understanding of Tunisia and how its government operates is the World Fact Book on the 

Central Intelligence Agency website.  

The Portal of the Presidency of the Government--Tunisia  website, on its Useful Links 

tab, provides specific material for delegates sorted by category; however, I encourage you to 

search various websites to fully understage the delegate you represent to an in-depth degree. If 

you need help in finding additional sources or methods of research, please feel free to email me. 
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