
 



 

Letter From the Chair and Crisis Director 

Dear Delegates,  

 

First and foremost, welcome to VAMUN XXXIX! VAMUN is an exciting and fast-paced 

conference that is comprised of seventeen individual interactive committees. Andrew and I are 

excited to be leading Ptolemaic Egypt as Chair and Crisis Director, respectively. Our goal is for 

you to get as much out of our committee as possible, and as such, we have plenty in store for you 

this November. 

To introduce myself, my name is Sean Reihani, and I am a third year from Chapel Hill, 

NC (though as far as you’re concerned, I’m Amun himself). I’m currently a computer 

engineering student potentially seeking a minor in foreign affairs. My Model UN journey began 

in my junior year of high school, and ever since I’ve arrived at Mr. Jefferson’s University I’ve 

served as a crisis staffer at Vamun XXXVII, assistant crisis director at VICS XXIII, chair at 

VAMUN XXXVII, crisis director at VICS XXIV, and have competed several times with the UVA 

travel team. Outside of Model UN and the classroom, you can find me on a hike, gaming, 

reading, or sleeping. 

My name is Arnold Leigh and I will be your Chair for the weekend. I’m a third year from 

McLean, Virginia and I am a biology major. This will be my second year being involved with 

VAMUN although I attended VAMUN as a delegate numerous times in high school. I was 

actively involved in Model UN throughout high school and traveled to a variety of different 

conferences, participating in a wide array of committees.  

We hope that you find this background guide helpful in your research leading up to the 

conference. We urge you, however, to delve deeper into the topic and your interests. When 

everyone comes prepared, committees run smoothly and efficiently--something that is necessary 



 

for a successful crisis committee. Naturally, it will help our empire defeat our queen’s younger 

brother. Above all, however, the staff of VAMUN is here to make sure you all have a great time. I 

wish you all the best of luck and hope you leave this conference with many new friends and 

memories! 

Please feel more than welcome to email either of us with any questions about anything 

related to the committee or anything in general. 

Best, 

Sean Reihani 

Crisis Director of Cleopatra’s Council 

sr9gv@virginia.edu 

 

Arnold Leigh 

Chair of Cleopatra’s Council 

ayl3vn@virginia.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee Overview 
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This committee will have a crisis component to it. We are aware that many of you may be 

new to crisis committees, and will be happy to explain anything that requires clarification. 

Essentially, each delegate will have a portfolio of powers, and based off these powers may thus 

send “orders” via notes to the Crisis staff. Crisis will consider all notes and then determine how 

successfully your “orders” are carried out. Factors used to evaluate crisis notes include (but are 

not limited too) the level of detail, your individual character’s powers, conformance to historical 

accuracy, and the overall direction crisis wants to take committee. For more information on 

writing crisis notes, visit the excellent Model UN site, Best Delegate.  

We will be using the double notepad system. This means that you will have two notepads 

with which you can write crisis notes. However, one of the notepads must remain in the room at 

all times. This allows you to send a crisis note while in the meanwhile being able to draft your 

next note. Lastly, please keep your notes appropriate. Topics such as engaging in genocide or 

slavery are off limits.  

Effective delegates will be active in the committee room as well as through crisis notes. 

They will behave respectfully and cooperate with other committee members. They will come 

prepared with research on the topic and will have written a quality position paper. All of these 

combined allows these delegates to bring the committee together to pass many substantive 

directives. Last, they will effectively manage both their personal interests and the interests of the 

committee as a whole. 

 

 

 

Background 



 

Origins and the Early Dynastic Period 

Egypt is one of the oldest human civilizations in all of history. Egyptian 

civilization first concentrated along the lower reaches of the Nile River, and ultimately 

unified as a single nation in 3100 BCE. Before this, Neolithic society in the region had 

gradually developed for 2,000 years during what is referred to as the Predynastic 

Period. Societal development during this era paved the way for Ancient Egyptian art, 

technology, politics, and religion. Around 3400 BCE, two separate kingdoms arose, the 

Upper and Lower Kingdoms. By 3100 BCE, the two kingdoms were united by the king 

named Menes. While the identity of Menes is debatable, scholars generally believe him 

to be either the Naqada III ruler Narmer, or the pharaoh Hor-Aha   .  
1 2 3

The unification of the two kingdoms began the Early Dynastic Period, which 

lasted until about 2686 BCE and includes the First and Second Dynasties (Note: dynasty 

numbers vary between scholars). During this period, the foundations of Ancient 

Egyptian culture were further developed. One of these important developments was of 

Egyptian kingship. The ancient Egyptian kings were believed by their subjects to be 

god-kings with an association to the almighty god Horus. These pharaohs established a 

national administration and appointed royal governors for the Egyptian provinces. 

Menes chose the city of Memphis, near the apex of the Nile River delta and strategically 

1 History.com Editors. (2009, October 14). Ancient Egypt. Retrieved from 
https://www.history.com/topics/ancient-history/ancient-egypt 
2 Edwards, I. (1971). THE EARLY DYNASTIC PERIOD IN EGYPT. In I. Edwards, C. Gadd, 
& N. Hammond (Eds.), The Cambridge Ancient History (The Cambridge Ancient History, pp. 
1-70). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. doi:10.1017/CHOL9780521077910.002 
3 Schulz, R., Seidel, M., & Altenmuller, H. (2010). Egypt: the world of the pharaohs. Postdam, 
Germany: H.F. Ullman. 



 

located between the Upper and Lower kingdoms, to be his capital. Egyptian writing 

systems also developed during this period; the earliest known hieroglyphics date back to 

a little before the Early Dynastic Period.1 
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The Old Kingdom and the First Intermediate Period 

The Early Dynastic Period was followed by The Old Kingdom, a period of time 

spanning from the Third to the Seventh dynasties (2686 BCE - 2134 BCE). What 

differentiates the Old Kingdom from the Early Dynastic Period is the era’s revolutionary 

change in architecture and the effects of large-scale building projects on society. This is 

the era during which Egypt’s famous pyramids were erected. The first pyramid was The 

Step Pyramid of Djoser, built by Imhotep, the first named architect in history (Imhotep 

also served as physician, high priest, official scribe, and vizier, making him the highest 

official in the royal court second only to the pharaoh himself). This was followed by the 

Meidum Pyramid (also known as the “Collapsed Pyramid”) and the Bent Pyramid. The 

first true (geometric) pyramid was the Red Pyramid, constructed for the pharaoh 

Sneferu. The Red Pyramid was believed to be the tallest manmade structure in the world 

at the time of its construction. According to inscriptions on the Palermo Stone, Sneferu 

was greatly respected and revered by the people. The pyramids allow us to realize the 

true strength of Egypt. Assembling and organizing a workforce capable of constructing 

such architectural marvels required a strong central government with extensive powers, 

a high level of sophistication, and long periods of prosperity.  

4 Grimal, N. (1997). A History of Ancient Egypt. Oxford : Blackwell. 



 

The pyramids reached their apex with the famous Great Pyramid at Giza, 

constructed for the pharaoh Khufu. It is a common belief that the pyramids were 

constructed by slaves. Furthermore, Greek texts accuse Khufu of being a cruel despot. 

However, Egyptian texts and physical evidence suggests that they were likely 

constructed by members of the peasant class, drawn from all over Egypt. Egyptian texts 

further praised Khufu’s reign, while physical evidence indicates that those who worked 

on The Great Pyramid were well cared for and performed their duties as part of a 

community service, as paid laborers, or during the time of the year when the Nile’s 

flooding made farming impossible.   
5

On the heels of the Old Kingdom’s collapse, the seventh and eighth dynasties 

consisted of a rapid succession of Memphis-based rulers until about 2160 B.C., when the 

central authority completely dissolved, leading to civil war between provincial 

governors. This chaotic situation was intensified by Bedouin invasions and accompanied 

by famine and disease. 

From this era of conflict emerged two different kingdoms: A line of 17 rulers 

(dynasties nine and 10) based in Heracleopolis ruled Middle Egypt between Memphis 

and Thebes, while another family of rulers arose in Thebes to challenge Heracleopolitan 

power. Around 2055 B.C., the Theban prince Mentuhotep managed to topple 

Heracleopolis and reunited Egypt, beginning the 11th dynasty and ending the First 

Intermediate Period. 

5 Old Kingdom (2,700 - 2,200 BC) and First Intermediate Period (2,181 - 2,055 BC). (n.d.). 
Retrieved from https://www.cemml.colostate.edu/cultural/09476/egypt02-03enl.html. 



 

 

The Middle Kingdom and The Second Intermediate Period 

After the last ruler of the 11th dynasty, Mentuhotep IV, was assassinated, the 

throne passed to his vizier, or chief minister, who became King Amenemhet I, founder 

of dynasty 12. A new capital was established at It-towy, south of Memphis, while Thebes 

remained a great religious center. During the Middle Kingdom, Egypt once again 

flourished, as it had during the Old Kingdom. The 12th dynasty kings ensured the 

smooth succession of their line by making each successor co-regent, a custom that began 

with Amenemhet I. 

Middle-Kingdom Egypt pursued an aggressive foreign policy, colonizing Nubia 

(with its rich supply of gold, ebony, ivory and other resources) and repelling the 

Bedouins who had infiltrated Egypt during the First Intermediate Period. The kingdom 

also built diplomatic and trade relations with Syria, Palestine and other countries; 

undertook building projects including military fortresses and mining quarries; and 

returned to pyramid-building in the tradition of the Old Kingdom. The Middle Kingdom 

reached its peak under Amenemhet III (1842-1797 B.C.); its decline began under 

Amenenhet IV (1798-1790 B.C.) and continued under his sister and regent, Queen 

Sobekneferu (1789-1786 B.C.), who was the first confirmed female ruler of Egypt and 

the last ruler of the 12th dynasty. 

The 13th dynasty marked the beginning of another unsettled period in Egyptian 

history, during which a rapid succession of kings failed to consolidate power. As a 

consequence, during the Second Intermediate Period Egypt was divided into several 



 

spheres of influence. The official royal court and seat of government was relocated to 

Thebes, while a rival dynasty (the 14th), centered on the city of Xois in the Nile delta, 

seems to have existed at the same time as the 13th. 

Around 1650 B.C., a line of foreign rulers known as the Hyksos took advantage of 

Egypt’s instability to take control. The Hyksos rulers of the 15th dynasty adopted and 

continued many of the existing Egyptian traditions in government as well as culture. 

They ruled concurrently with the line of native Theban rulers of the 17th dynasty, who 

retained control over most of southern Egypt despite having to pay taxes to the Hyksos. 

(The 16th dynasty is variously believed to be Theban or Hyksos rulers.) Conflict 

eventually flared between the two groups, and the Thebans launched a war against the 

Hyksos around 1570 B.C., driving them out of Egypt.  
6

 

The New Kingdom and the Third Intermediate Period 

Under Ahmose I, the first king of the 18th dynasty, Egypt was once again 

reunited. During the 18th dynasty, Egypt restored its control over Nubia and began 

military campaigns in Palestine, clashing with other powers in the area such as the 

Mitannians and the Hittites. The country went on to establish the world’s first great 

empire, stretching from Nubia to the Euphrates River in Asia. In addition to powerful 

kings such as Amenhotep I (1546-1526 B.C.), Thutmose I (1525-1512 B.C.) and 

Amenhotep III (1417-1379 B.C.), the New Kingdom was notable for the role of royal 

women such as Queen Hatshepsut (1503-1482 B.C.), who began ruling as a regent for 

6 Mark, J. J. (2019, September). Middle Kingdom of Egypt. Retrieved from 
https://www.ancient.eu/Middle_Kingdom_of_Egypt/. 



 

her young stepson (he later became Thutmose III, Egypt’s greatest military hero), but 

rose to wield all the powers of a pharaoh. 

The controversial Amenhotep IV (c. 1379-1362), of the late 18th dynasty, 

undertook a religious revolution, disbanding the priesthoods dedicated to Amon-Re (a 

combination of the local Theban god Amon and the sun god Re) and forcing the 

exclusive worship of another sun-god, Aton. Renaming himself Akhenaton (“servant of 

the Aton”), he built a new capital in Middle Egypt called Akhetaton, known later as 

Amarna. Upon Akhenaton’s death, the capital returned to Thebes and Egyptians 

returned to worshiping a multitude of gods. The 19th and 20th dynasties, known as the 

Ramesside period (for the line of kings named Ramses) saw the restoration of the 

weakened Egyptian empire and an impressive amount of building, including great 

temples and cities. According to biblical chronology, the Exodus of Moses and the 

Israelites from Egypt possibly occurred during the reign of Ramses II (1304-1237 B.C.). 

All of the New Kingdom rulers (with the exception of Akhenaton) were laid to rest 

in deep, rock-cut tombs (not pyramids) in the Valley of the Kings, a burial site on the 

west bank of the Nile opposite Thebes. Most of them were raided and destroyed, with 

the exception of the tomb and treasure of Tutankhamen (c.1361-1352 B.C.), discovered 

largely intact in A.D. 1922. The splendid mortuary temple of the last great king of the 

20th dynasty, Ramses III (c. 1187-1156 B.C.), was also relatively well preserved, and 

indicated the prosperity Egypt still enjoyed during his reign. The kings who followed 

Ramses III were less successful: Egypt lost its provinces in Palestine and Syria for good 



 

and suffered from foreign invasions (notably by the Libyans), while its wealth was being 

steadily but inevitably depleted. 

The next 400 years–known as the Third Intermediate Period–saw important 

changes in Egyptian politics, society and culture. Centralized government under the 21st 

dynasty pharaohs gave way to the resurgence of local officials, while foreigners from 

Libya and Nubia grabbed power for themselves and left a lasting imprint on Egypt’s 

population. The 22nd dynasty began around 945 B.C. with King Sheshonq, a descendant 

of Libyans who had invaded Egypt during the late 20th dynasty and settled there. Many 

local rulers were virtually autonomous during this period and dynasties 23-24 are 

poorly documented. 

In the eighth century B.C., Nubian pharaohs beginning with Shabako, ruler of the 

Nubian kingdom of Kush, established their own dynasty–the 25th–at Thebes. Under 

Kushite rule, Egypt clashed with the growing Assyrian empire. In 671 B.C., the Assyrian 

ruler Esarhaddon drove the Kushite king Taharka out of Memphis and destroyed the 

city; he then appointed his own rulers out of local governors and officials loyal to the 

Assyrians. One of them, Necho of Sais, ruled briefly as the first king of the 26th dynasty 

before being killed by the Kushite leader Tanuatamun, in a final, unsuccessful grab for 

power.   
7 8

 

7 The New Kingdom (1,550 - 1,070 BC) and the Third Intermediate Period (1,070-712 BC). 
(n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.cemml.colostate.edu/cultural/09476/egypt02-05enl.html. 
8 The New Kingdom (c. 1539–1075 bce). (n.d.). Retrieved from 
https://www.britannica.com/place/ancient-Egypt/The-New-Kingdom-c-1539-1075-bce#ref30672
5. 



 

The Late Period to Alexander’s Conquest 

Beginning with Necho’s son, Psammetichus, the Saite dynasty ruled a reunified 

Egypt for less than two centuries. In 525 B.C., Cambyses, king of Persia, defeated 

Psammetichus III, the last Saite king, at the Battle of Pelusium, and Egypt became part 

of the Persian Empire. Persian rulers such as Darius (522-485 B.C.) ruled the country 

largely under the same terms as native Egyptian kings: Darius supported Egypt’s 

religious cults and undertook the building and restoration of its temples. The tyrannical 

rule of Xerxes (486-465 B.C.) sparked increased uprisings under him and his 

successors. One of these rebellions triumphed in 404 B.C., beginning one last period of 

Egyptian independence under native rulers (dynasties 28-30). In the mid-fourth century 

B.C., the Persians again attacked Egypt, reviving their empire under Ataxerxes III in 343 

B.C. Barely a decade later, in 332 B.C., Alexander the Great of Macedonia defeated the 

armies of the Persian Empire and conquered Egypt. Following his death, one of 

Alexander’s generals, named Ptolemy, took over Egypt as Pharaoh, beginning the 

Ptolemaic Dynasty.  
9

 

The Ptolemaic Dynasty 

The Ptolemaic Dynasty, otherwise known as the Lagids, was founded in 305BCE 

and continued till 30BCE. The Ptolemaic kingdom was characterized by Greek influence 

as this time period correlated with the tail end years of the Hellenisitc period. 

9 Mark, J. J. (2019, September). Late Period of Ancient Egypt. Retrieved from 
https://www.ancient.eu/Late_Period_of_Ancient_Egypt/. 



 

Alexandria, the capital of the Ptolemaic kingdom, was dominated mostly by Greek 

language and culture, influences of Alexander the Great’s empire. Following the death of 

Alexander the Great, Ptolemy I Soter, a trusted  military advisor of Alexander, gained 

control of Egypt. Ptolemy I possessed great ambition to make Egypt a great kingdom 

with a far reaching grasp. Within the Ptolemaic dynasty, jealousy and inter marrying 

amongst family members was common. Every male ruler was named Ptolemy while 

every female ruler was named Cleopatra, creating a family tradition. Under the rule of 

the Ptolemaic dynasty Egypt prospered as trade and agriculture proliferated and other 

neighboring empires soon became aware and eventually envious of the newfound wealth 

of the Ptolemaic Dynasty.  

From 132 BCE till 124 BCE a civil war in the kingdom created civil unrest that 

escalated into large damages to the city of Alexandria. There was a prevalent tension 

between the native Egyptians and the noble family as the Egyptians viewed the rules as 

outsiders and more Greek rather than Roman. Moreover, there was a constant power 

struggle amongst the royal family that resulted in wars and various assassinations.  
10

 

Ptolemy XII 

Before Ptolemy XII's reign, there was mutual indifference between Rome and 

Egypt due to their geographical distance. Nevertheless, the Egyptians asked the Romans 

to settle dynastic conflicts. Ptolemy XII used a pro-Roman policy to attempt to protect 

himself and secure his dynasty's fate. In 63 BC, it appeared that Pompey would emerge 

10 Ptolemaic dynasty. (n.d.). Retrieved from 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Ptolemaic-dynasty. 



 

as the leader of a power struggle in Rome, so Ptolemy sought to form a patron-client 

relationship with Pompey by sending him riches and extending an invitation to 

Alexandria. Pompey accepted the riches but refused the invitation. Nevertheless, a 

patron relationship with a leader in Rome did not guarantee his permanence on the 

throne, so Ptolemy XII soon afterwards travelled to Rome to negotiate a bribe for official 

recognition of his kingship. After paying six thousand talents to Julius Caesar and 

Pompey, a formal alliance or foedus was formed and his name was inscribed into the list 

of friends and allies of the people of Rome (amici et socii populi Romani).  
11

In 58 BC, the Romans took control of Cyprus, causing its ruler, Ptolemy XII's 

brother, to commit suicide. Ptolemy XII failed to comment on his brother's death, 

which, along with the heavy levels of taxation required for the Roman tribute and large 

price increases, incited the Egyptian population to rise in rebellion. Taking his daughter 

Cleopatra with him, Ptolemy fled for the safety of Rome. He was succeeded by his 

daughter Berenice IV, who ruled jointly with her mother or sister Cleopatra V/VI 

Tryphaena. Following Cleopatra Tryphaena's death a year later, Berenice ruled alone 

from 57 to 56 BC. 

From Rome, Ptolemy XII prosecuted his restitution but met opposition from 

certain members of the Senate. Pompey housed the exiled king and his daughter and 

argued on behalf of Ptolemy's restoration in the Senate. During this time, Roman 

creditors realized that they would not get the return on their loans to the king without 

his restoration. In 57 BC, pressure from the Roman public forced the Senate's decision 

11 Siani-Davies, M. (1997). Ptolemy XII Auletes and the Romans. Historia: Zeitschrift Für Alte 
Geschichte, 46(3), 306-340. Retrieved from http://www.jstor.org/stable/4436474 



 

to restore Ptolemy. However, Rome did not wish to invade Egypt to restore the king, 

since the Sibylline Books (a collection of prophecies in rhyme written in Greek) stated 

that if an Egyptian king asked for help and Rome proceeded with military intervention, 

great dangers and difficulties would occur.  

 

 

Egyptians heard rumours of Rome's possible intervention and disliked the idea of 

their exiled king's return. The Roman historian Cassius Dio wrote that a group of one 

hundred men were sent as envoys from Egypt to make their case to the Romans against 

Ptolemy XII's restoration. Ptolemy seemingly had their leader Dio of Alexandria 

poisoned and most of the other protesters killed before they reached Rome. 



 

In 55 BC, Ptolemy paid Aulus Gabinius (a Roman statesman and general who was 

also an avid supporter of Pompey) 10,000 talents to invade Egypt and so recover his 

throne. Gabinius defeated the Egyptian frontier forces, marched to Alexandria, and 

attacked the palace, where the palace guards surrendered without fighting. The exact 

date of Ptolemy XII's restoration is unknown; the earliest possible date of restoration 

was 4 January 55 BC and the latest possible date was 24 June the same year. Upon 

regaining power, Ptolemy acted against Berenice, and along with her supporters, she 

was executed. Ptolemy XII maintained his grip on power in Alexandria with the 

assistance of around two thousand Roman soldiers and mercenaries, known as the 

Gabiniani. This arrangement enabled Rome to exert power over Ptolemy, who ruled 

until he fell ill in 51 BC. On 31 May 52 BC his daughter Cleopatra VII was named as his 

coregent.11
 

At the moment of Ptolemy XII's restoration, Roman creditors demanded the 

repayment of their loans, but the Alexandrian treasury could not repay the king's debt. 

Learning from previous mistakes, Ptolemy XII shifted popular resentment of tax 

increases from himself to a Roman, his main creditor Gaius Rabirius Postumus, whom 

he appointed dioiketes (minister of finance), and so in charge of debt repayment. 

Perhaps Gabinius had also put pressure on Ptolemy XII to appoint Rabirius, who now 

had direct access to the financial resources of Egypt but exploited the land too much. 

The king had to imprison Rabirius to protect his life from the angry people, then allowed 

him to escape. Rabirius immediately left Egypt and went back to Rome at the end of 54 

BC. There he was accused de repetundis, but defended by Cicero and probably 



 

acquitted. Ptolemy also permitted a debasing of the coinage as an attempt to repay the 

loans. Near the end of Ptolemy's reign, the value of Egyptian coinage dropped to about 

fifty per cent of its value at the beginning of his first reign. 

Ptolemy XII died sometime before 22 March 51 BC. His will stipulated that 

Cleopatra VII and her brother Ptolemy XIII should rule Egypt together. To safeguard his 

interests, he made the people of Rome executors of his will. Since the Senate was busy 

with its own affairs, his ally Pompey approved the will.11
 

 

The Exiled Queen  

Before her father’s death,  Cleopatra, in her first act as queen, began her voyage 

to Hermonthis, near Thebes, to install a new sacred Buchis bull, worshiped as an 

intermediary for the god Montu. Cleopatra faced several pressing issues and 

emergencies shortly after taking the throne. These included famine caused by drought 

and a low level of the annual flooding of the Nile, and lawless behavior instigated by the 

Gabiniani, the now unemployed and assimilated Roman soldiers left by Gabinius to 

garrison Egypt. Inheriting her father's debts, Cleopatra also owed the Roman Republic 

17.5 million drachmas.  

By 29 August 51 BC, official documents started listing Cleopatra as the sole ruler, 

evidence that she had rejected her brother Ptolemy XIII as a co-ruler. She had probably 

married him, but there is no record of this. The Ptolemaic practice of sibling marriage 

was introduced by Ptolemy II and his sister Arsinoe II. A long-held royal Egyptian 



 

practice, it was loathed by contemporary Greeks. By the reign of Cleopatra, however, it 

was considered a normal arrangement for Ptolemaic rulers.  
12

Despite Cleopatra's rejection of him, Ptolemy XIII still retained powerful allies, 

notably the eunuch Potheinos, his childhood tutor, regent, and administrator of his 

properties. Others involved in the cabal against Cleopatra included Achillas, a 

prominent military commander, and Theodotus of Chios, another tutor of Ptolemy XIII. 

Cleopatra seems to have attempted a short-lived alliance with her brother Ptolemy XIV, 

but by the autumn of 50 BC Ptolemy XIII had the upper hand in their conflict and began 

signing documents with his name before that of his sister, followed by the establishment 

of his first regnal date in 49 BC.  
13

 

The Current Conflict 

Open rebellion has broken out across Egypt, as the forces of brother and sister 

clash. As it stands, Ptolemy XIII has the upper hand in this conflict. However, the end of 

this story is not yet written. Rome has a vested in interest in ensuring that Egyptian 

grain continues to make its way to the Republic, and additionally, Rome still wishes to 

collect on Ptolemy XII’s debts. But Rome is currently in the middle of a civil war 

between the Governor of Gaul, Julius Caesar, and the legendary Roman leader Gnaeus 

Pompey, the latter of which is in command of a seemingly superior host. 

12 Tyldesley, J. (n.d.). Cleopatra. Retrieved from 
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Cleopatra-queen-of-Egypt. 
13 Roller, D. W. (2011). Cleopatra: A Biography . Oxford: Oxford University Press. 



 

Yet, the divisions run deeper than they appear. Greeks have been a common site 

in Egyptian society since the fall of the Achaemenid Empire, yet this coexistence is an 

uneasy one. Some cities have laws and tax regulations that ultimately stir up ethnic 

conflict. Many Egyptians view Greeks as outsiders, no matter their birth status. The loss 

of Cyprus and the ever growing Roman population in Egypt only serve to aggravate a 

country that had already suffered Persia and Greece. Winning this war may only be the 

first battle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Analysis 

 

Questions to consider 

1) How will Cleopatra take her throne? 

2) How can the diverse talents of the council be used to organize a successful rebellion? 

3) Caesar and Pompey are fighting. Should the council reach out to either or both of them? 

4) To what extent should the council appeal to the commoners? 

5) What religious considerations need to be made? 

6) Should the council focus its resources on domestic affairs or focus of the rising Roman 

presence?  

7) How should the council deal with increasing Roman tensions and the triumvirate?  

8) Is submission to Roman dominance a worthy price to win Cleopatra her throne? 

9) What, if anything, should the council do about the unreliable flooding of the Nile leading 

to unreliable agricultural output?  

10) How will this council protect the vast opulence of Egypt from neighboring empires?  

11) Should this council focus first on domestic affairs or international affairs?  
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