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Introduction of the Chair: 

Dear Delegates,  

My name is Gabe Popescu and I am a second year studying biomedical engineering at UVA. In 

addition to the technical nature of my career choice, I am also intrigued by global politics. I have 

had a passion for Model UN since my first conference during my sophomore year of high school, 

and I hope I can create an experience as enjoyable for my committee as I had back in high 

school. I think the actions of our current president are interesting to say the least, especially in 

the context of being a world leader, so I incorporated a lot of that into this committee. I look 

forward to chairing a committee on the topics of universal refugee policies across different 

nations. I also love music and memes but hey who doesn't. I am looking forward to VAMUN this 

fall and hope to see you there! 

Introduction to the Committee: 

The Special Political and Decolonization Committee (SPECPOL) is aimed at discussing the 

political and humanitarian ramifications of various global issues and finding solutions to these 

problems. This year SPECPOL is tasked with finding solutions to the political and humanitarian 

situation in the Middle East resulting from the Syrian Civil War as well as the global political 

and environmental ramifications associated with the recent decision taken by United States 

leadership to exit a global agreement to fight climate change. 

 

Sincerely,  

Gabe Popescu 



 

 

 

Topic 1: Syrian Refugee Crisis 

Introduction to the Topic 

The Syrian Civil War has been going on for the majority of the 2010 decade and shows no signs 

of ending. The conflict between President Bashar al-Assad’s government forces and various 

rebel groups have caused major unrest in the region, and there have been many human rights 

violations including the use of chemical weapons. As a result, many innocent Syrian civilians 

have been forced to flee the country. However, due to increased terrorism from this region of the 

world, more and more countries are refusing to take in these refugees. The region is completely 

destabilized with no apparent solution on the matter. Some nations have suggested removing 

Bashar al-Assad from power but many are worried a new and even more tyrannical leader will 

take power, destabilizing the region further. This is based on historical precedents, for instance, 

when Ghaddafi was removed in Libya, there was no clear replacement for the previous 

government so the nation experienced great unrest.2 

History  of the Topic 

The Syrian Civil War was sparked in 2011 with a group of pro-democracy protests known as 

Arab Spring. The Arab Spring protests began in Tunisia when a young merchant set himself on 

fire to send a message to the unjust government. After this, many nearby countries in North 

Africa and the Middle East followed, including Syria. For instance, in Egypt, a protest was 

successfully organized over Facebook.1 The Syrian government, led by Syrian president Bashar 



al-Assad responded negatively to the peaceful protests by slaughtering or imprisoning hundreds 

of protesters including a group of teenage boys that were tortured for graffiti art praising the 

Arab Spring. Since these protests, various rebel groups such as the Free Syrian Army (FSA) have 

formed in opposition to the oppressive regime of Bashar al-Assad, plunging the country into 

Civil War. During this war, the Syrian people have seen a great number of human rights 

violations including the use of chemical weapons by the Syrian Armed Forces on the civilian 

population. The UN Security Council has in the past attempted to pass a resolution to stop 

foreign powers from supplying President Bashar al-Assad with weapons, however, Russia and 

China blocked this resolution. Due to this turmoil, many innocent Syrian families have been 

forced to leave their homes and have become refugees, looking for a home. However, due to 

increased terrorist attacks throughout Europe as well as fear of fewer available jobs, many 

countries are less and less willing to let in refugees.8 

Discussion  of the Topic 

There are many causes of the turmoil in the Middle East and specifically Syria. The first and 

most apparent is an appalling lack of freedom. The citizens of Syria have felt silenced and 

oppressed for generations and have very few opportunities to speak out as the government of 

Syria prosecutes any protesters in a very cruel manner. For example, the teenage boys that spray 

painted a message against the regime were consequently severely tortured. While initially the 

protests had no religious motivation, many dissenters of the Syrian government began to be 

motivated by religious reasons. This sectarian divide dates back to the 1980s when Bashar 

al-Assad’s father, Hafez al-Assad killed thousands of members of the Muslim Brotherhood, 

primarily Sunni Muslims.  Currently, the vast majority of Syrians opposed to al-Assad are Sunni 

Muslims; and while Sunni Muslims make up the majority of the Syrian nation, Bashar al-Assad 



himself along with other members of the Syrian government belong to the Alawite sect. This 

means that although the overwhelming majority of the country does not approve of the actions 

of the government, the administration still has enough power to do what they please.4 The 

economic difficulties in the Middle East played a role in the conflict as well, as Syria saw a very 

instantaneous increase of youth. Furthermore, more and more people began to migrate to urban 

regions. The influx of people as well as the change in distribution of the population between 

rural and urban regions made it harder and harder to achieve a decent standard of living. With 

the rapidly increasing urban population of Syria, the country relied on the agricultural region 

more than ever. However, with so many people migrating out of the rural regions of Syria, the 

country’s agricultural sector was also doing worse than ever before.3 Global climate change also 

exacerbated these economic hardships as Syria saw a great drought in the late 2000s, hurting 

the agriculture industry, which is a big reason for the widespread migration from rural to urban 

regions. Not only were less and less people working in Syria’s agricultural industry, but the 

harsh conditions made it very hard for those farmers that did stay in the rural regions to do their 

jobs, which consequently created a tremendous food shortage and an alarmingly large number 

of Syrian citizens who had settled in the city were living in very poor conditions.4 Furthermore, 

attempts by the global community to help Syria have had very limited success. The United 

Nations has made attempts to alleviate tensions politically, however, due to the stubbornness of 

countries such as Russia, not much was accomplished, as almost every resolution the Security 

Council tried to pass was vetoed.6 This is due to Russia’s support of Bashar al-Assad and the 

Syrian regime. Russia’s support is primarily consequence of a port that Russia controls in Syria 

which grants the country access to the black sea. As long as Assad allows Russia to utilize this 

port, he has the full support of Russia to keep him in power.5 Other countries such as the United 

States have attempted to conduct drone strikes on the region in an attempt to disable terrorist 



organizations. However, the strikes were in large part unorganized and ineffective, as those 

terrorist organizations are still around and are still committing acts of terror in various parts of 

the world. Syria is currently being investigated by the UN for war crimes but Assad denies such 

claims.4 It has become increasingly clear that Bashar Al-Assad should be removed from office. 

However, this creates a tricky situation. Historically, simply removing a dictator from office by 

force has proved worse for the nation, leading to great instability of power. It would be ideal if 

Assad was willing to cooperate and be a part of the transition of power in Syria, however, this is 

not the case.2 Syria is clearly in need of assistance as the country is obviously not able to solve its 

internal conflict on its own, but this help has shown to be hard to come by up until now. 

Furthermore, this conflict has vast global implications. For instance, this situation has in part 

led to the rise of terrorist groups such as ISIS, who are vastly opposed to western values and 

have carried out a significant number of attacks including beheadings of United States 

journalists as well as larger scale attacks in countries such as England and France. The Syrian 

Civil War has also led to a global refugee crisis.4 The world as a whole would benefit from a 

stabilization in Syria. 

Bloc  Positions 

Russia: Russia completely backs Bashar al-Assad’s actions in Syria due to the fact that his 

regime in Syria would be beneficial to Russian interests. This is in part due to a naval facility in 

Syria controlled by Russia, providing access to the Mediterranean Sea. Russia has been 

conducting air strikes against rebel and terrorist groups. However, other targets have been hit as 

well. In the UN Security council, Russia has blocked resolutions that would impose restrictions 

on Assad’s actions and the Syrian Armed Forces continue to receive weapons from Russia 



although President Vladimir Putin has been documented saying that only a political solution 

would end the conflict in Syria.5 

United States of America: The United States has been very critical of Bashar al-Assad’s actions 

accusing him of human rights violations. The US is a big supporter of a Syrian opposition group 

known as the National Coalition and gives some military assistance to rebel groups that are not 

very extreme in their actions.4 The US bases its aid to the Syrian opposition groups on the Final 

Communiqué, an agreement drafted on June 30, 2012 at an Action Meeting in Geneva. Through 

this agreement, the US as well as a number of other allied nations is actively seeking ways to 

isolate the current political regime in Syria and implement a new government. However, Bashar 

al-Assad is not very willing to participate in negotiations and this has limited the success of the 

efforts to create a transition of power. The US has also been providing humanitarian aid by 

agreeing help refugees in the past5, however, under the United States new leadership this is aid 

is likely to be discontinued. Finally, the US has been conducting drone strikes on terrorist 

groups in the region such as ISIS since 2014.5  

Saudi Arabia: Saudi Arabia is of the opinion that there cannot be a solution in Syria while 

Bashar al-Assad is in power and wants him to be removed from office. Saudi Arabia has been 

helping various rebel groups and wants to protect Syrian civilians from the tyrannical 

government and have been urging the United States to offer more assistance.5 

Turkey: Turkey has been a big opposition to Bashar al-Assad’s rule since the beginning of the 

conflict and think it is impossible for the Syrian people to accept him after the atrocities he has 

committed. Turkey has offered its support to rebel groups and has even taken in a vast number 

of refugees, although terrorist groups such as ISIS have been taking advantage of this help.5 



Iran: Iran is perhaps the Syrian regime’s closest ally, having provided vast military assistance to 

the Syrian Armed Forces. Iran has, however, spoken in favor of a transition of power in Syria 

that would lead to free elections.5 

Questions to consider 

1. How can the United Nations help find common ground between the Syrian Armed 

Forces and rebel groups, leading them to cooperate or compromise and ending violence? 

2. What should the global community do about the large number of refugees? On one hand, 

these people have nowhere to go and are in dire need of help. On the other hand, 

terrorist groups have known to take advantage of refugee routes to carry out attacks in 

parts of Europe. 

3. How can a solution be reached that won’t lead to more violence in the future? 
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Topic 2: The United States Exit of the Paris Climate Accord 

Introduction to the topic: 

Global Warming has been a problem that has been recognized by environmental scientists for 

quite some time now, dating back many tens of years. In modern times, global climate change 

has been widely accepted as fact by all but a small minority of skeptics. The leaders of many 

nations are concerned about this issue as well, as if an environmental catastrophe occurs, 

politics as we know it will cease to exist. Consequently, in late 2015, global leaders got together 

and signed the Paris Climate Accord, an agreement to invest in renewable energy and cut down 

on carbon emissions for the good of the planet. Almost every country on Earth has signed onto 

this historic agreement. The United States, however, has announced that they no longer wish to 

be a part of this agreement and this could have further implications including additional harm 

done to the environment as well as increased tension and mistrust in the global community. 

Trump stated that “At what point does America get demeaned? At what point do they start 

laughing at us as a country?” and then later went on to say “We want fair treatment. We don't 

want other countries and other leaders to laugh at us anymore.”8 

History  of the Topic 



The Paris Climate Accord is an agreement reached by the majority of the nations around the 

world to work together toward a common goal of combating global climate change. The 

agreement aims at getting participants to reduce carbon emissions. A proposed approach to this 

is through the use of new and more efficient technology. This transition is necessary in order to 

keep global temperatures from rising two degrees Celsius, which is said by environmental 

scientists to be the point of no return in terms of climate change.11 Originally, the only two 

nations that had not signed on to the Paris Accord were Syria and Nicaragua, the latter of whom 

believed it was not strict enough on developed nations.14 As of June 2017, however, the United 

States joined that small group of countries that are not in the Paris Climate Accord. President 

Trump cited economic reasons for this decision, claiming that the agreement would be 

detrimental toward businesses2 and furthermore claiming that other countries were “laughing 

at” the United States because of this agreement.8  

Discussion  of the Topic 

Industrialization has allowed humans to develop farther and farther, but this comes as a price.  

Industrialization has taken a big toll on the environment. Humans have destroyed and disrupted  

numerous environments in order to create cities and industries and severely reduced  

populations of certain species for personal gain. Perhaps one of the most major effects humans  

have had on the environment is causing a change in the global climate.9 This global climate  

change is mostly due to what scientists have called the greenhouse effect. The greenhouse effect  

happens when heat is radiated from the surface of the earth, but then various gases in the  

atmosphere block the escape of heat and reflect it back toward the earth’s surface, much like a  



greenhouse traps sunlight to keep the plants inside warm, hence the name of the environmental  

phenomenon. Such greenhouse gases include Carbon Dioxide (CO2), Methane (CH4), Nitrous  

Oxide (NO2), and even water vapor (H2O). The greenhouse effect is exemplified in figure 1.1 

 

Figure 1: How the Greenhouse Effect Works 

The greenhouse effect is not necessarily a bad occurrence; it is due in part to this effect that the 

earth has maintained a climate warm enough for humans to survive on; as opposed to Mars 

which has a very thin atmosphere which doesn’t allow for the greenhouse effect to take place 

leaving the planet much colder than earth. However, this effect is exacerbated by human 

activities that release these gases into the atmosphere, such as burning coal and fossil fuels. 

With these additional gases, the atmosphere will begin to reflect too much heat back to the 

earth’s surface, gradually making the planet as a whole warmer than it should be. This warming 

effect on the environment will have vast implications if it is not kept under control. This global 

change in climate will also come with a change in precipitation levels of various regions across 

the globe.  Certain plants can only survive in a specific climate, so if the climate is changing 

many agricultural crops may see limited to no success in the future. This affects farmers and all 

those consuming the farmers’ products, as a global shift in climate will probably require the 



agricultural industry to adapt to completely different crops. Global Warming is also melting the 

ice caps at the north and south poles. This melting of ice is not only destroying the habitats of a 

plethora of arctic species, but is also causing a rise in sea levels. This rise in sea levels will 

consequently push back the sea level, leading to less and less land above water.1 This is very bad 

news for those who own beach-front property, as in a couple of years that property could be 

under water.  

In recent decades, many regulations have been put in place to help reduce emissions of these 

harmful chemicals because some of the damage done can still be reversed to an effect. For 

instance, China has historically had an egregious air pollution problem as many cheap 

manufacturing jobs were moved to China. However, China has taken many steps to reduce its 

pollution, primarily by investing in renewable energy such as wind or solar. Now, while China 

still has work to do, it has made clear steps in the right direction.7 Global climate change will, 

however, reach a point where the damage cannot be reversed. Scientists have called this point of 

no return an average global increase of 2 degrees Celsius or a Carbon concentration of 450 ppm 

(parts per million) in the atmosphere. As of 2015, the average global temperature was measured 

to have increased 1.6 degrees and the Carbon concentration was measured to have reached 

398.55 ppm. These measurements are dangerously close to the point of no return and many 

global leaders could see this.5 

In response to the potential environmental catastrophe resulting from climate change, global 

leaders got together in 2015 and signed the Paris Climate Accord almost unanimously. This 

response is likely due to the fact that world leaders realize the importance of our planet’s health. 

If an environmental catastrophe were to take place, diplomacy and politics would not matter 

anymore, as there would be destruction on a global scale.4 Science has not evolved to the point 

where we can colonize foreign planets yet so the human race is bound to this planet. The Paris 



Climate Accord encouraged countries around the world to invest in renewable energy in order to 

stop the depletion of earth’s nonrenewable resources and to reduce Carbon emissions for the 

purpose of reducing the effect of greenhouse gases on global warming. This is a message that 

every country got behind.4 Of the two countries that did not sign on, Nicaragua believes the 

agreement was not strict enough on businesses and factories and Syria is facing great domestic 

turmoil, so Syria’s concern lies with resolving their own issues.14 Under the Obama 

Administration, the United States was a big sponsor of the Climate Accord, but the recent 

transition of power to President Donald Trump has changed this. The United States is now the 

first country to leave the Paris Climate Accord. President Trump cited economic reasons for 

leaving the Paris Climate Accord. Trump is a big supporter of the coal industry in America, 

which has been stagnating and declining in recent years. This is in part due to environmental 

regulations such as the Paris Climate Accord, and understandably so. Coal, as a fossil fuel, is a 

nonrenewable resource and also creates Carbon Dioxide emissions when burned. The majority 

of the world sees this form of energy as outdated and is trying to move on to new and improved 

methods of harvesting power. However, in his presidential campaign, Trump promised to bring 

back jobs to the mining industry, so exiting the Paris Climate Accord was a step toward fulfilling 

his campaign promises.11 Trump also repealed several environmental regulations put in place by 

his predecessor such as The Clean Power Plan which required businesses to cut down 

greenhouse gas emissions.2  

The United States’ decision to leave this historic agreement could have broader implications. 

First and foremost, the president’s actions have divided the nation itself. While some Americans 

are applauding Trump for his actions, many condemn them as well. Supporters of Trump’s plan 

believe that America indeed has paid too much in the global effort to stop climate change and it 

would be better to focus rather on domestic economic growth.  These supporters claim 



furthermore that the United States will continue to be an environmentally friendly nation. 

Trump’s opponents, however, are alarmed at the decision as they think US businesses will 

continue to degrade the environment further and also believe that this decision alienates 

America from various allies and friends across the globe.10
  

While the action by the United States Administration has resonated with the American 

population, the decision President Trump made is by no means limited to a domestic one. 

Internationally, a large number of world leaders have been very critical of Trump’s decision.5 It 

comes to no surprise that various global leaders that have devoted a lot of time and many 

resources to fighting global climate change and promoting a cleaner environment were very 

disappointed and disheartened to hear this news. German Chancellor Angela Merkel released a 

statement saying “The decision of the US President to withdraw from the Paris climate 

agreement is extremely regrettable, and I'm expressing myself in very restrained terms,” which 

exemplifies her bitterness toward the move. France, Italy, and the United Kingdom backed the 

statements made by Germany.3 China also echoes these sentiments, and although China has had 

a great pollution problem, Chinese leaders realize the error in this and are dedicated to an 

improved environmental state. China also feels personally offended by statements Trump made 

on twitter years ago13 and has made it clear that China did not “invent” global warming.6 It is 

understandable that many nations are upset as global climate change affects every nation on 

earth regardless of alliances. This recent move could reduce the US credibility with the rest of 

the world. The Paris Climate Accord represented a world that set aside differences and stood 

united for a common goal of improving the state of the physical world. However, the US decision 

to exit this alliance makes them an outlier and could perhaps make other countries less willing 

to make negotiations with the US in the future. Additionally, other countries could follow by 

example. Seeing how the US president put the economy over the state of the environment, 



others may follow. If this happens, and the world continues to emit carbon dioxide into the 

atmosphere at the same rate as before, this could send the world into an environmental 

apocalypse. 

Bloc  Positions 

United States: While many Americans denounce the administration’s decision to exit the Paris 

Climate Accord, the leadership of the United States commends President Trump’s actions and 

stands by his decision.6 

United Kingdom: Prime Minister Theresa May released a statement saying she was disappointed 

with the actions of the United States. However, there is some divide on this issue in the U.K. as 

well as some citizens such as former leader of the United Kingdom Independence Party Nigel 

Farage stated that such an action is simply a consequence of democracy.6 

China: China has been fighting hazardous emissions for years now and has confirmed that they 

will continue working toward this goal with or without the United States help. Furthermore, 

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang took a personal stab at Trump by saying “Fighting Climate Change 

is a global consensus, not invented by China”6 in reference to a tweet in 2012 in which Donald 

Trump claimed “The concept of global warming was created by and for the Chinese in order to 

make U.S. manufacturing non-competitive.”13 

Germany: Germany highly criticizes this move by the United States and are determined to save 

the planet with or without their help. Angela Merkel is documented saying that Trump “can’t 

and won't stop all those of us who feel obliged to protect the planet”6 



France: France is also critical of the United States decision and Emanuel Marcon has called the 

Paris Climate Accord “irreversible”. France wants global cooperation on this issue of climate 

change.3 

Belgium: Charles Michel, Belgian Prime Minister, condemns Trumps decision, referring to it as 

“brutal”.6 

Canada: Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau also expressed his disappointment in the 

United States and reaffirmed Canada’s commitment to fighting climate change.6 

Africa: The African Union released a joint statement with the European Union pledging their 

unwavering support to fighting global climate change, and this is understandable as it is evident 

from rampant droughts that Africa has already been severely impacted by global warming.6  

Questions to Consider 

1. Was President Trump’s decision to exit the Paris Climate Accord justified or was it an 

impulsive decision made for personal gain? 

2. How should the world collectively respond to the United States exit of the Paris Climate 

Accord? 

3. Should other countries exit this agreement as well? Perhaps Trump is right and exiting 

this agreement will allow a countries economy to flourish. 

4. How should countries around the world work toward fighting global climate change to 

lead toward a cleaner world? 

5. Should fossil fuels such as coal and oil still be utilized in industries or should the world 

collectively move toward innovating renewable energy sources such as wind power and 

solar power? 



6. Is it in the United States’ best interest to be grouped in with the very small number of 

countries that have not signed on to the Paris Climate Accord? 

7. Should a country’s economy have a higher priority than fighting climate change? 
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