
 



 

1. André Léo — Born Victoire Léodile Béra in 1824, Léo came from a family with a 

history of revolutionary activity. When her fiancé fled to Switzerland following 

Louis Napoléon’s 1851 coup d’état, Léo elected to follow. From exile, she 

published her first book, Une vieille fille, under the pseudonym André Léo--a 

combination of the names of her twin sons. Léo and her family returned to Paris 

in 1860, where she became involved in revolutionary and feminist activity. She is 

a member of the Montmartre Vigilance Committee, and runs the left wing 

newspaper La République des travailleurs. She is romantically involved with 

Benoît Malon, but they are not married. 

2. Anne Jaclard — Born in 1843 to a family of wealth Russian nobles, Anne grew 

up in an “enlightened” household, where she was able to read everything from 

materialist literature to the theorists of the growing revolutionary movement in 

Russia. After turning down a marriage proposal from Fyodor Dostoyevsky, who 

she considered to be a “politically incompatible” suitor, Anne traveled to Paris in 

1869 where she met her future husband Victor Jaclard. Anne is one of the key 

figures on the Montmartre Committee of Vigilance, and is personal friends with 

Karl Marx. 

3. Benoît Malon — Malon was born to a poor peasant family in 1841, but managed 

to escape from poverty when he was admitted into a seminary school in Lyon. He 

dropped out before becoming a priest after encountering the writings of 

Proudhon and moved to Paris in 1863. As a member of the First International, 

Malon sided with the “anti-authortarian” axis of Proudhon and Bakunin. After 

being arrested for sedition in 1868 and 1870, Malon was freed after the Second 

Empire collapsed, and worked to help organize relief for the poor during the 

Siege of Paris. He is a member of the Council of the Commune, where he 

continues his fight against the more authoritarian elements of the Commune. He 

is romantically engaged with André Léo, but they are not married. 

4. Charles Beslay — The oldest member of the Council of the Commune, Beslay 

first made his political debut as Councillor General of Morbihan, a department in 

Brittany in 1830. The provisional government following the 1848 Revolution 

named him Commissioner of the Republic in Morbihan. A moderate republican 

in the Constituent Assembly, he suppressed the Insurgency of June 1848. After a 

break from legislative positions during the Second French Empire, he joined the 

International Workingmen’s Association in 1866. His ideology was strongly 

influenced by Proudhonian thoughts, and with an engineer background Beslay 

applied these theories into his commercial creations, including a steam machine 

factory and a bank during the Second Empire, which eventually went bankrupt. 



 

During the siege of Paris, he was a delegate to the Central Committee of the 

Association of the 20 Arrondissements. He was later elected to the Council of the 

Commune, where he was heavily involved with the Commune’s finances. 

5. Elisabeth Dmitrieff — Dmitrieff was born to a Tsarist official in Russia in 

1850. Educated in St. Petersburg, the young woman became extremely involved 

in the city’s socialist circles. In 1868, Dmitrieff traveled to Switzerland, where she 

co-founded the Russian section of the First International. Shortly thereafter, she 

was sent to London, where she became a confidante of Karl Marx. When news of 

the uprising in Paris reached London, Marx dispatched her to Paris to cover the 

events of the Commune. 

6. Eugène Varlin — A painter by training but a bookbinder by trade, Varlin was 

born into a poor peasant family in 1839. He moved to Paris upon coming of age, 

where he encountered the writings of the anarchist social critic Proudhon. 

Inspired by what he read, Varlin helped create a mutual aid society for 

bookbinders, which later became a union. For a brief time, he was an active 

member of the First International, though he took the side of the Proudhonists 

when they broke with the Marxists in 1870. He now serves as a delegate on the 

Council of the Commune. 

7. Félix Pyat — Journalist, playwright, lawyer, and politician, Pyat is a man who 

wears many hats. After serving in the Legislative Assembly following the July 

Revolution of 1848, Pyat made an enemy of the new Prince-President Napoleon 

and was forced to flee into exile in 1849. He spent his exile publishing 

revolutionary plays and articles, and did not return to France until Napoleon 

issued a decree of general amnesty in 1869. After another brief exile from 1869 to 

1870, he returned following the collapse of the Second Empire and ran two 

socialist newspapers, Le Combat and Vengeur, until they were censored by the 

Government of National Defense. He was elected to the National Assembly in 

February 1871, but resigned his seat following the Treaty of Versailles and fled to 

Paris, where he was eventually elected to the Council of the Commune. He is one 

of the Council’s more authoritarian-minded members. 

8. Francis Jourde — The forty-nine year old Jourde is an unassuming man, truth 

told. A lifelong bank employee and member of the Freemasons, Jourde worked 

first as a notary clerk, then an accountant, and finally as an employee of L’École 

nationale des ponts et chaussées. Relatively active in the Communard movement, 

Jourde was elected to the Central Committee of National Guard as the 

representative of the 160th Battalion, and then to the Council of the Commune. 



 

As one of the few Communards with experience in banking, he is considered a 

favorite for the position of Delegate of Finance. 

9. Georges Raoul Eugene Pilotelle — Better known by his nom de plume, 

Pilotell, Pilotelle was a famous newspaperman and cartoonist whose work 

appeared frequently in republican and radical left wing newspapers. His new 

newspaper, La Caricature politique, started in early February 1871, quickly 

became one of the most widely circulated newspapers in Paris, giving him a 

substantial platform. He is an elected member of the Council of the Commune. 

10. Gustave Courbet— Born in 1819 to a prosperous farming family, Courbet 

would go on to become one of the predominant painters of the French realist 

movement. A lifelong socialist, Courbet’s original work was expressly political, 

depicting regular workers and peasants in a style that was typically reserved for 

religious or historical figures, but by 1870 his work had shifted to be less overtly 

political. As of March 1871, Courbet is the leader of an influential federation of 

leftist artists. 

11. Gustave Flourens — Son of the founder of experimental brain science, Jean 

Pierre Flourens, Gustave was a revolutionary from an early age. After being 

forced out of academia due to offending the clergy with his 1863 lecture on the 

history of human evolution, he fled to Brussels and then Crete, where he fought 

in the Cretan Insurrection of 1866-1868. He returned to France after the collapse 

of the Second Empire, where he became the leader of five hundred sharpshooters 

in the National Guard. After being arrested for his role in the 31 October 

Rebellion, these sharpshooters helped break him out of prison and smuggle him 

back to Paris after the Siege was lifted. He is a delegate to the Council of the 

Commune from the 20th Arrondissement, and is a general of the National Guard. 

12.Gustave Paul Cluseret — A career soldier, Cluseret has served in a surprising 

number of armies at a surprising number of times. Beginning his career as an 

officer in the French Army in 1843, Cluseret was later demoted for his 

anti-Bonapartist sentiments in 1849, and forced to flee to London following 

Louis-Napoléon’s 1851 coup. In exile, he joined Garibaldi’s Volunteers, where he 

supported the Italian unification effort, and then the United States Army, where 

he served from 1861-1863. After a brief stint in Ireland agitating for a new 

English civil war, Cluseret returned to France upon the proclamation of the Third 

Republic, but was refused a commission in the French Army, at which point he 

became involved in various socialist movements. Regarded as an opportunist by 



 

some, he is nevertheless one of the few people involved in the Commune with any 

military experience. 

13.Henri Rochefort — Born in 1830 to a Legitimist father and a republican 

mother, Rochefort took after his mother rather than his father. Deciding to 

become a journalist and playwright rather than a doctor (as his father had 

wanted), Rochefort ran or contributed to several republican newspapers 

throughout the Second Empire, making him a frequent target of the Parisian 

police. After serving in both the Government of National Defense (which he 

resigned from following the 31 October Rebellion) and the National Assembly 

(which he resigned from on 3 March 1871 due to what he viewed to be the illegal 

cessation of Alsace-Lorraine), Rochefort fled to Paris where he became a member 

of the Council of the Commune. He is editor of the widely circulated newspaper, 

Le mot d’ordre. 

14.Jarosław Dąbrowski — An ethnic Pole, Dąbrowski enrolled in the Officer 

Training Corps of the Imperial Russian Army at the age of nine, graduating ten 

years later. As an officer, he fought in the Caucasian War, where he earned 

distinction that led to his enrollment in the General Staff Academy in 1859. While 

there, he became involved in a revolutionary secret society, for which he was 

arrested and exiled to Siberia in 1862. However, he managed to escape to France 

in 1865, where he joined the National Guard and now serves as the Commander 

of the 11th National Guard Legion. He is one of the few members of the Paris 

Commune with actual military experience. 

15.Jules Vallès — Vallès first became involved with revolutionary activity at the 

age of fourteen in the Revolution of 1848, where he joined the protests against 

the Orleans monarchy. His father wanted him to attend university, but Vallès 

refused to study for the entrance exam. After fighting at one of the few barricades 

erected following Napoleon III’s coup in 1851, he returned to his family in the 

countryside, where his father had him committed to a mental institution. When 

he escaped a few months later, he fled to Paris, where he became a constant thorn 

in the side of the Second Empire, even leading the official republican opposition 

in the National Assembly for a time. Vallès now serves as a delegate to the 

Council of the Commune, where he is among the few people with friends among 

all of the major leftist factions. He is the editor of one of the most widely 

circulated newspapers in Paris, Le Cri du Peuple. 

16.Louis Charles Delescluze — Born in 1809 in Dreux, a small town some fifty 

miles out of Paris, Delescluze is one of the oldest members of the Council of the 



 

Commune. A lawyer by training but a journalist by profession, he has dedicated 

his life to various revolutionary movements, which has seen him in turn exiled, 

arrested, and deported. Now the owner of the radical newspaper Réveil, 

Delescluze was elected a member of the Council on 26 March. 

17. Louise Michel — Born in 1830 as the illegitimate daughter of a serving-maid, 

Michel was raised by her grandparents and provided a rather liberal education. 

Upon the death of her grandparents, she worked throughout rural France as a 

teacher, eventually settling in Paris and opening a school there in 1865. In Paris, 

she became involved in radical politics, dedicating herself to various feminist and 

revolutionary causes. With the declaration of the Commune, Michel was elected 

head of the Montmartre Women’s Vigilance Committee. 

18.Louis Rossel — A military man from a military family, Rossel served as a 

colonel in the French Army during the Franco-Prussian War. After being 

besieged at Metz, Rossel fled from German captivity and traveled to Tours, where 

he joined the army of the Government of National Defense. Convinced that the 

war was lost largely due to the cowardice of the army’s generals and the National 

Government, Rossel decided to abandon the army on 19 March and joined the 

Paris Commune, becoming the highest ranking regular army officer to join the 

Communards. 

19.Nathalie Lemel — Lemel was born in Brittany in 1827. She was schooled until 

the age of twelve, at which point she became a bookbinder. In 1845, she married 

another bookbinder, Jérôme, with whom she owned a shop in Quimper until 

1861, when his alcoholism forced them to declare bankruptcy. Poor and destitute, 

Lemel left her husband and three children and went to Paris to find work to 

support them. In Paris, she became active in the International Workers 

Association, participating in various strikes and advocating for the equality of 

salaries between men and women.  

20. Paule Minck — Born Adèle Paulina Mekarska in 1839, Minck is the 

descendent of an exiled Polish officer (who was, coincidentally, related to the last 

Polish king, Stanislas II). Despite their exile, her family was still well-off, and 

remained engaged in radical politics--first liberalism, and then the utopian 

socialism of Henri de Saint-Simon. Minck took after the radical bent of her 

parents, becoming an opponent of Napoléon III in the 1850s. Upon moving to 

Paris in 1867, she became involved in the burgeoning socialist movement in the 

city, adopting the pseudonym Paule Minck (sometimes Mink; she used both 

spellings), campaigning for women’s rights and the abolition of capitalism. 



 

21.Pierre Tirard — Born in Geneva to French parents in 1827, Tirard served as a 

civil engineer upon graduation before switching careers five years later to become 

a jewel merchant. A dogged opponent of the Second Empire, his dedicated 

support of the republican cause finally paid off in 1870, when he was elected 

mayor of the 11th arrondissement. A member of both the National Assembly 

(where he is a member of the Extreme Left) and the Council of the Commune, 

Tirard is experiencing heavy pressure from both sides to choose which side he is 

really on. His connections in both camps allow him to serve as an effective 

mediator between the Government and the Commune, should he so choose. 

22. Raoul Rigault — One of the youngest officials of the Commune at just 25, 

Rigault started his revolutionary career at a young age, spending long hours 

spying on the Paris Police Prefecture to keep track of the comings and goings of 

the various informers and plainclothes police officers. A Blanquist and an avowed 

atheist and anti-clericalist, Rigault serves as the Chief of Police of the 

newly-formed Paris Commune, responsible for rooting out all those who 

sympathize with the treacherous government in Versailles. 

23. Théophile Ferré — Compared with many other members of the Paris 

Commune, Ferré had relatively little involvement in prior revolutions. In July 

1870, he was tried for possible involvement in the attempted assassination of 

Napoleon III, yet was acquitted due to a lack of evidence. The follower of Blanqui 

then entered the political stage through election to the Montmartre Committee of 

Vigilance. Ferré was elected to the Council of the Commune, where he sits as one 

of the more authoritarian-minded members. 

24. Victor Jaclard — Though he was born to a lower class family in 1840, Victor 

was an exceptional student, eventually obtaining degrees in both mathematics 

and medicine. Originally a republican, Victor became heavily associated with the 

revolutionary secret society of Louis Auguste Blanqui after moving to Paris in 

1864, helping to facilitate his escape from prison in Belgium in 1865. Commander 

of the 158th Battalion of the National Guard, Victor and his wife Anne are some 

of the few figures in the Commune who seems able to bridge the divide between 

the various left-wing factions, as they have close ties with the Bakuninsts, 

Proudhonists, and Blanquists. 

25. Walery Antoni Wróblewski — Wróblewski was born a minor member of 

the Polish nobility in 1836. At the age of 17, he began studying at the Institute of 

Forestry and Surveying in St. Petersburg, and upon graduating, received a post as 

a Warrant Officer in the Russian Foresters’ Corps. After participating in the 



 

January Uprising of 1863, he fled Poland for France, where he worked as a 

teacher until joining the National Guard in 1870. He is the commander of the 

National Guard’s small cavalry corps. 


