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D’Arcy McNickle Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the Flathead Reservation: Not 

himself an elected tribal leader, D’Arcy McNickle was a writer, activist, and Native 

anthropologist from the Flathead reservation in Montana. He was the most active organizer of 

NCAI, calling together meetings in Chicago to prepare for the first National Convention and 

touring the country to sell his idea to Indian leaders. He studied the failures of previous 

attempts to unite American Indians, like the Society of American Indians and the National 

Council of American Indians, which had all fallen apart. He worked in John Collier’s BIA and 

became extremely motivated to promote Indian self-governance and distance leadership from 

BIA influence. Despite this, his involvement in NCAI smelled to many like control from BIA 

sympathizers, so McNickle supported a movement to prohibit BIA officers from holding elected 

positions in NCAI.  

 

Archie Phinney Nez Perce Tribe: Archie Phinney was a representative from the Nez Perce 

Tribe, whose reservation is in Idaho. The Nez Perce, after guiding Lewis and Clark, fought in a 

well-documented war against the United States and where known for their horse breeding and 

fishing. Today, water rights and access to fisheries remain an important part of the tribal 

agenda. A member of the BIA and educated at Haskell Indian Institute, Phinney gained an 

appreciation for the diversity of tribal organizations and felt their interests were not well 

represented nationally. As well as representing the Nez Perce tribe, Phinney worked alongside 

McNickle and Heacock to put together the agenda for the first convention. He strongly favored 

the position of many Oklahoma tribes and more assimilated Indians to lead, because he felt that 

reservation tribal councils could not distance themselves from local politics. He also felt that 

NCAI could serve as an Indian branch of the BIA, and fulfil much of the same role of overseeing 

Indian Affairs. Phinney’s ideas of dividing the nation into different service regions and selecting 

representatives from each gained a lot of traction.  

 

Charles E. J. Heacock Rosebud Sioux Tribe: Charles E. J. Heacock was a prominent member 

of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe in southern South Dakota and a Sicangu Lakota. Although not an 

official in tribal government, he was President of the National American Indian Education 

Association and worked for John Collier’s BIA. He attended several international conventions in 

Canada and Mexico on indigenous issues and was one of the original organizers of the National 

Congress. He continually sought to distance himself from the BIA, however, and envisioned a 

national organization that would unite the political interests of all American Indians. He saw 

that Native issues were separate from other minority civil rights because of unique treaty rights. 

He served as the acting president during several planning meetings in Chicago before the first 

National Convention and the actual vote. Heacock was one of the principle organizers of NCAI 

and constantly rallied Indian leaders across the nation to join a national Indian organization 

movement, without which NCAI would have failed.  

 

Fred Mahone Hualapai Tribe (Pronounced Wal-a-pie): Fred Mahone is from the Hualapai 

reservation in Arizona, and was a World War One vet educated at the Chilocco Indian School. A 



traditionally sedentary farming tribe, the Hualapai are located just south of the Grand Canyon 

and maintain a distinct tribal identity separate from the Pueblo tribes or the Navajos that 

dominate the region. The reservation was established in 1883 by executive order. Among the 

first generation in his tribe to speak English, Fred Mahone’s knowledge of the U.S. constitution 

and Bill of Rights led him to motivate his tribe and American Indians everywhere to seek 

political sovereignty and assert their own rights. He was one of the first thinkers to reconcile 

traditional ways with modern political respect. He eventually became a lawyer and was involved 

in The United States v. Santa Fe Railroad, a prominent case on Indian Land rights in the 20th 

century. 

 

George Kenote Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin: A prominent member and 

representative sent from the Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin, George Kenote’s people 

were known as “Kiash Matchitiwuk.” The Menominee signed a treaty in 1848, refusing to give up 

Wisconsin as their home. George Kenote lived much of his life away from the reservation, and 

rose to prominence after the Indian New Deal favored highly assimilated tribal leaders. He was a 

very controversial figure because he worked closely with John Collier on the assimilation agenda 

and was said to have helped facilitate the termination of his tribe. During this time period, 

Kenote encouraged job training programs that removed Indian families from their reservation 

and assigned them to segregated neighborhoods in Chicago, despite protest from other members 

of the tribe.  

 

Great Plains Tribes 

 

William Fire Thunder Pine Ridge Sioux Tribe: William Fire Thunder was the Chairman of 

the Pine Ridge Sioux tribe in South Dakota, and an Oglala Lakota. Many of his tribal members 

were not subject to boarding school, and he himself has only a high school education. The Pine 

Ridge reservation suffered major land losses after the Treaty of Fort Laramie fell apart and the 

Great Sioux reservation was dismantled. His people still freshly remember the Massacre at 

Wounded Knee, and he has been an ardent supporter of reparations and acknowledgement from 

the U.S. government. There is an undercurrent of activism among many of the young, educated 

generation. Pine Ridge is under strict control of the BIA agents, who have a history of depriving 

tribal members of rations and severe mismanagement. The BIA and federal government have 

largely turned a blind eye to the issues of homelessness, alcoholism, unemployment, and abject 

poverty that William Fire Thunder saw among his people growing up.  

 

Grant Iron Lightning Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe: Grant Iron Lightning was elected 

Chairman of the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe in 1943, and he is Mnnicoujo Lakota from Eagle 

Butte, South Dakota. Iron Lightning comes from a family of ranchers and is interested in land 

tenure. The tribe has begun experimenting with leasing tribal trust land to raise revenue, but the 

BIA has resisted their efforts and still controls Indian Health Services, Education, and 

employment services. Although the land base that the tribe once had to hunt buffalo is long 

gone, they still have a large reservation with very little members, and like the other Sioux leaders 

Iron Lightning wants to make sure that national representation is based on land-base, not 



population. Many of his tribal members live very traditionally off of sustenance farming, and the 

need to balance integration into the modern world with cultural traditions is evident.  

 

George Eastman Flandreau Sioux Tribe: Serving as Chairman of the Flandreau Santee Sioux 

Tribe in eastern South Dakota since 1937, George Eastman is Mdewankantonwan Dakota. 

Eastman had long been involved in the efforts to organize a national American Indian political 

organization, starting with the Society of the American Indian (SIA) during the progressive 

movement. Although SIA fell apart due to fractionalization, Eastman renewed his efforts and 

was involved in early planning meetings of NCAI. He was college-educated and held 

Progressive-era ideals that sympathized with assimilation in order to promote Indian welfare. 

He valued education and thought that the BIA was too powerful. The Flandreau Sioux Tribe in 

eastern South Dakota is much smaller than other Lakota and Dakota reservations, and it stood 

to benefit from efforts to assimilate in terms of education and job opportunity. Eastman wanted 

a national organization that reflected white political organizations in order to command equal 

respect. 

 

Clara Spottedhorse Standing Rock Sioux Tribe: Clara Spottedhorse is a representative from 

the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe and a Hunkpapa Lakota woman. Although the first NCAI 

meeting only contained a handful of female delegates, female membership would increase 

throughout the next decade. Spottedhorse saw the need for her people to participate in the 

American voting process and sought to motivate civil rights as a means of national reform. She 

attempted to bring more accessible voting stations to the remote areas of her North and South 

Dakota reservation. She also felt that NCAI needed to represent tribal interests, not just those of 

the most educated or urbanized Natives, by guaranteeing a vote from each tribe. Spottedhorse, 

along with her husband Joshua who also attended the first conference, was known to be very 

giving generously to her people whenever possible, and a deep concern for the poverty that her 

tribe found themselves in.  

 

Henry Standing Bear Lower Brule Sioux Tribe: Henry Standing Bear was a representative 

from the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe, a Sicangu Lakota people. He worked closely with the Senate 

and the Bureau of Indian Affairs but as a full-blood Lakota he represented the more traditional 

ways of his people as well. Standing Bear was one of the founders of the former Society of 

American Indians, which attempted to do what NCAI did twenty years earlier. He strongly felt 

that non-Indians should not be a part of NCAI, and that BIA officials, even if they were Native, 

should not be allowed to run for office. He wanted to turn over some degree of education to 

tribes and showed an early interest in maintained language education. He represented the older 

generation of many of the first leaders of the organization, and helped to check the younger, 

BIA-affiliated organizers in check.  

 

Martin T. Cross, Three Affiliated Tribes of Fort Berthold: The elected Chairman of the Three 

Affiliated Tribes of Fort Berthold, which includes the Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara tribes, 

Martin T. Cross was actually Gros Venture by heritage. The reservation located in North Dakota 

housed all of the traditionally sedentary tribes of the Great Plains, who unlike the nomadic 



Lakota had a history of farming. Despite cultural differences, Cross shared a number of political 

interests with the other Great Plains tribes, including BIA reform and land tenure.  

 

Oklahoma Tribes 

 

John B. Milam, Cherokee Nation: John B. Millam was the Chairman of the Cherokee Nation 

in Oklahoma beginning 1941. The Cherokee are the largest of the “Five Civilized Tribes” that 

reside in former Indian Territory in modern day Oklahoma. Because of efforts to move 

Oklahoma towards statehood, tribes in Oklahoma no longer have specific reservations, and only 

have Tribally Designated Land. Cherokee leaders like Millam were therefore much less 

concerned with tribal land rights and more heavily involved in education and BIA reform. 

Cherokee tribal members had several generations advantage on other tribes in terms of literacy, 

and Millam himself received a Masters in Business. He benefited from tribal schools in 

Oklahoma and from the burgeoning oil business. Sovereignty of the Five Civilized tribes had 

been disbanded in the 1890s, but the 1936 Oklahoma Indian Welfare Act restored it. The 

Cherokee tribe, however, objected to the limitations on sovereignty that the act unintentionally 

created, and the U.S. government instead tried to appoint heads of Indian tribes. Millam was the 

first elected chief from the National Council of Cherokees, which originally met in secret to 

appoint their own leader. The U.S. later confirmed Millam as tribal Chairman.  

 

Ben Dwight, Choctaw Nation: Ben Dwight was elected Chairman of the Choctaw Nation in 

1929. His father was Choctaw as well, and earned a college education, instilling the same values 

in the son. He attended higher education institutions of Columbia, Oklahoma, and Standford, 

eventually earning a law degree. Eventually during his time as Chairman he took on the role of 

attorney for the tribe as well. He was a World War One vet known for his statesmanship in 

Washington where he prioritized protecting the property rights of his people and alleviating 

poverty and unemployment. The failure of allotment, without the protections of formal tribal 

trust lands for Oklahoma tribes, was felt as each generation inherited smaller and smaller 

portions of what was once Indian Territory. He brought this agenda with him when he served 

under Senator Robert S. Kerr, whom he met when Kerr was Governor, in Washington D.C. He 

also published one of the first Native-owned and run newspapers beginning in 1949. 

 

John Whitehorn, Osage Nation: John Whitehorn is a member of the Osage Nation, who refer 

to themselves as Wah-Za-Zhi, and elected Chairman. The Osage are the only Indian tribe to have 

their own reservation in Oklahoma, a point of contention between them and the Five Civilized 

Tribes. The Osage are culturally related to the Omaha, Ponca, and Quapaw and hail from the 

Ohio River Valley before they were forcibly removed to Indian Territory in Oklahoma in the 19th 

century. John Whitehorn, like many members of his tribe, found himself suddenly rich after the 

discovery of oil on his lands. Because of headrights and different arrangements overlooked 

during allotment, tribal members can lease their land and still profit from the minerals on it. 
Frustrated white settlers during the 1920s would outright murder tribal members, many of 

which were never examined because the Osage Allotment Act did not entitle tribal members to 

autopsies. The headright system made it easy for non-Native people to inherit, and although the 



practice was ended in 1925, Whitehorn and his people have never forgiven for the damage that 

was done, and are still looking towards justice reform.  

 

Judge N. B. Johnson, Cherokee Nation: Napoleon B. Johnson was a district court judge and 

educated Cherokee Nation member from Oklahoma. He was close with McNickle, Phinney, and 

other leaders and participated in early meetings to plan the first national convention. He was 

extremely interested in jurisdiction issues and the rights of tribes to exercise sovereignty over 

their own members. He also saw land tenure as an issue that should be settled through the 

courts, and that the most qualified professionals, Native or non-Native, should work with tribes 

to get them the largest settlement possible. He did not favor a tribal-oriented organization of 

NCAI, and wanted to allow the most qualified leaders regardless of tribal or BIA affiliation, rise 

to the top. As a highly educated Cherokee, he had a lot of access to officials in the BIA and the 

federal government, and was willing to seek the support of Congressional or Executive leaders to 

advance the Indian agenda.  

 

Roly Canard, Creek Nation: Elected as the Chairman of the Creek Nation, Roly Canard was 

Muscogee Creek from Oklahoma. The Creek Nation was not unfamiliar with the constitutional 

system imposed by the Indian Reorganization Act; they had adopted their own constitution in 

1867. Like all of the Five Civilized Tribes, the Creek were subject to the Curtis Act, which 

extended allotment to the tribes within Indian Territory. This action was especially egregious 

because Indian Territory was considered to belong to the tribes forever. Several Creek leaders 

were outspoken in opposition to allotment, and Creek people resisted it along every step of the 

way. Allotment brought with it a crippled economy, little or no capital to build wealth, and 

increased reliance on an often indifferent BIA. Canard’s number one priority is reparations for 

allotment and the return of land to Indian people, whether through consolidation or buy-back 

programs.  

 

Andrew Dunlap Caddo Nation: As the Secretary to the Caddo Indian Tribe of Oklahoma, 

Andrew Dunlap was chosen to represent the Caddo at the first convention. He was an 

instrumental leader in the crafting of the tribal government during the Indian Reorganization 

Act, and before that, spoke out against the Curtis Act which did away with the land base for 

tribes in Oklahoma. The Caddo were an eastern tribe forcibly removed to Indian territory, and 

had a small land base to begin with. Boarding Schools had a devastating effect on the Caddo 

Nation’s ability to preserve their language and culture. An entire generation returned to 

Oklahoma with their hair cut, speaking only English. Dunlap is a firm believer that sovereignty 

over land and education would lead to the most prosperous outcome for Caddo people.  

 

Other 

 

Ben Chosa Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians: Ben Chosa, Ojibwe, 

served as the Chairman of the Lac du Flambeau tribe in Wisconsin during the time of NCAI’s 

first meeting. The Lac du Flambeau reservation was created by the Treaty of 1854, which 

guaranteed several key resources. Chosa’s concern is to protect the waterways, wetlands, 



streams, and lakes on his reservation from non-Natives who might overfish the area. 

Jurisdiction on tribal lands is a key part of reaching that goal. Logging and milling camps have 

come after their timber and the Dawes Act encroaches on the sale of their own land. His people 

for the most part still rely on traditional methods of fishing, hunting, and gathering for 

sustenance, and the injustices of allotment have directly affected them. Although historic 

enemies of the different Sioux tribes, it’s unclear whether the Lac du Flambeau Ojibwe would be 

willing to team up with them on issues such as boarding schools and BIA reform.  

 

Edward L. Rogers White Earth Band of Chippewa: Edward L. Rogers was a Carlisle-educated 

Ojibwe, eventually elected as Chairman of the White Earth Nation in Minnesota. At Carlisle 

Boarding School he played football and first met some of his future colleagues from other tribes. 

He went on to Dickinson Law School and eventually Minnesota Law, practicing in his own state. 

As such he was interested in upholding the treaty rights and guaranteeing jurisprudence over 

the reservation. The White Earth reservation contains many lakes and bodies of water that the 

tribe has depended on for farming wild rice, as well as timber covetted by the logging industry. 

Allotment damaged the reservation because Indian Agents seemed to give the most valuable 

land to logging companies, who never compensated the tribe for the resources they gathered. 

The Indian Reorganization Act was also not fully supported by the tribe, because they had had a 

traditionally-elected Chief and Council throughout the 19th century, and many believed that this 

1934 law eliminated a valuable tradition.  

 

Henry Throssel Tohono O’Odham Nation: Henry Throssel was the Chairman of the Tohono 

O’Odham Nation, then referred to as Papago and living in the southwest of Arizona. Political 

boundaries were fairly recent in 1944 because the O’Odham people were split into several bands 

following the Gadsden Purchase and the subsequent railroad development. Several bands of the 

tribe remain in Mexico, and traditional farming and trade practices have been disrupted by the 

split. The Tohono O’Odham (Papago) reservation was created in 1917 and in 1937 they adopted 

their first constitution under the Indian Reorganization Act. Throssel and other tribal leaders 

are huge supporters of the IRA and the political autonomy it has given the tribe, and are 

interested in engaging further with a national platform. Many of the O’Odham still do not speak 

English. 

 

Ed Davenport, Sac and Fox Nation: Ed Davenport was a long-time leader of the Sac and Fox 

Nation and Meskwaki Fox in Iowa. The Meskwaki people were consolidated with the Sauk 

Nation in an 1845 treaty but approached land tenure in a unique way by buying private land 

from the state of Iowa that was held by the tribe. This approach meant more agency over their 

land and decreased supervision from federal and state governments--the Sac and Fox Nations in 

Iowa do not live on a reservation, but on their own land. Thus, they were never subject to 

allotment. The Sac and Fox were able to effectively assert their own sovereignty in the 19th 

century, and now are looking to find acknowledgement from other Native Nations at the first 

NCAI conference. Ed Davenport was educated at Carlisle Indian School in Pennsylvania, where 

he first became acquainted with other tribal leaders who would join him in Denver in 1944. 



During the Indian Reorganization Act, Davenport was instrumental in drafting the new 

constitution and working with BIA agents. 

 

George La Vatta Shoshone-Bannock Tribes:  George La Vatta was a Shoshone member of the 

Shoshone-Bannock tribes in Fort Hall reservation, Idaho. He grew up attending Carlisle Indian 

School and disliked the religious and western systems that were imposed upon him there. He 

was interested in treaty rights and preserving Indian rights to sovereignty over jurisdiction and 

education. The Shoshone-Bannock negotiated the Fort Bridger Treaty with the U.S. government, 

but even before allotment, white settlers were permitted to rush into tribal lands after a meager 

$600,000 settlement. The checkerboard lands created after allotment were exacerbated by the 

consolidation of the Lehmi Band of Shoshone, whose lands were seized and they were forced to 

relocate to Fort Hall. Leaders in Fort Hall, like La Vatta, have focused on finding ways of 

consolidating reservation land into individual or tribal trust.  

 

Richard J. Cryer Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation: Richard J Cryer was a business owner 

and the elected Chairman of the Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation in Kansas. The Potawatomi 

have always been concerned over issues of assimilation, and in the past, the two bands of 

Potawatomi split over the issue in the 19th century. These conflicts made several treaties 

difficult to back up, and the United States took advantage of this when Kansas was opened to 

white settlement. Squatters were found on tribal land before a new treaty could be negotiated, 

and the tribe lost a lot of land, which allotment only exacerbated. The debate over assimilation 

reared its head again during the Indian Reorganization Act, because many still favored the Chief 

system, but the Prairie band tended to favor integration into American society and eventually 

adopted a constitution. The paternalism of the BIA during the sovereignty debate troubled 

Cryer, and even business ventures like his needed government approval, sometimes as high as 

the Secretary. Cryer’s goal became to eliminate bureaucratic oversight of Indian Affairs. 

Meanwhile, the newly-formed Indian Claims Commission seemed to take an interest in 

Potawatomi cases.  

 

Lael Vincenti Jicarilla Apache: A sheep farmer and Jicarilla Apache woman, Lael Vincenti 

lived on the reservation in New Mexico. She grew up in poverty like the rest of her tribe and was 

very passionate about the need to increase economic support for sheep farming and the new oil 

boom. After the Jicarilla petitioned the U.S. government for a reservation in 1887, their Indian 

agent gave away the decent agricultural land to non-Native settlers. The tribe was plagued by 

starvation, tuberculosis, unemployment, and inadequate shelter, which motivated Lael to 

become involved in tribal politics. During the Indian Reorganization Act, she and other female 

leaders in the tribe were shut out by BIA agents from participating, and she felt that 

reorganization distanced traditional female leadership. Her goal with attending NCAI’s first 

national convention is to ensure the inclusion of women into future leadership of the 

organization, to separate BIA control from NCAI politics, and to remind other delegates not to 

neglect the poorest of the poor still suffering on arid land.  

 



Frank Bear Ho Chunk Nation of Wisconsin: Frank Bear was chosen to represent the Ho Chunk 

Nation of Wisconsin, also known as Winnebago. The Winnebago were originally one people, but 

forced removal by the UNited States government split their tribes, one settling in Nebraska and 

one in Wisconsin. The Wisconsin band were not given a formal reservation, and was therefore 

not subjected to allotment. In fact, tribal members used another government program to gain 

back some tribal land: the Homestead Act. Parcels of land attained under the Homestead Act, 

however, are not protected Trust land, which Frank Bear has personally been fighting for. If the 

Ho Chunk were able to gain BIA acknowledgment, their lands could be held in trust by the 

government to protect them from falling out of tribal hands. As it is, Bear and other leaders are 

trying to gain either the economic or the legal capital to purchase more land for their tribe. 

 

Jesse Rowlodge Cheyenne-Arapaho Nation: In Oklahoma, Jesse Rowlodge represented one 

seat of the twelve Arapaho councilmen and two Cheyenne councilmen who governed the 

Arapaho Nation. The Arapaho were once great traders, which is how they got their name, and 

the Massacre at Sand Creek was still a recent memory to many of their people. The Cheyenne 

and Arapaho traditionally governed their tribes in tandem, and their form of government was 

protected from Reorganization by the Organic Act of 1870. In addition to preserving their rights 

to self-government, Rowlodge sought to undo the damage done by allotment. Along with other 

Oklahoma tribes, the Cheyenne and Arapaho lost nearly all their land to private white settlement 

that was technically intended to be held in trust for the tribe by the BIA. The Arapaho 

encountered failure through the boarding school system, crop failures and drought, and the 

crippled reservation economy. Unemployment was high and families struggled to feed and 

house themselves. Despite BIA promises that they would succeed if they work hard on an 

English education or at the agriculture programs provided by the Indian Agent, Rowlodge’s 

people had nothing to show for their attempts at assimilation.  

 

Sam Burch, Southern Ute: Sam Burch was a prominent Southern Ute leader who would later 

be elected Chairman. The Utes were a warring tribe who had more conflict with the Navajos and 

other Indian neighbors than they did with the United States. The most key treaty negotiations 

took place in 1874, where the United States promised to pay a certain annuity in exchange for 

land that was ceded from the much larger reservation created by treaty in 1868. Due to anger 

over treaty violations, the Utes attached U.S. citizens or government representatives on several 

occasions, leading to their unpopularity throughout Colorado and calls for their permanent 

removal. They opposed allotment vocally, but had garnered too much disfavor and saw their 

reservation lands continually diminished or consolidated with other tribes until the 1930s. 

Always the fighters, though, the Ute won a landmark victory with the 1937 Restoration Act, 

which returned 222,016 acres to the tribe. Sam Burch and other Ute leaders are interested in 

finding ways to continue this trend, particularly in cooperation with the new Indian Claims 

Commission.  

 

Albert A. Exendine, Delaware: A Dickenson Law School graduate and Lenape Delaware 

Indian, Albert A. Exendine was part of an old guard of progressive reformers including Henry 

Standing Bear. The Delaware Indians, known for having sided with the United States and served 



as scouts during a number of wars against other Indian tribes, were nearly entirely assimilated 

and had no remaining land base in their traditional Delaware, Maryland, and Pennsylvania 

homes. Exendine had worked closely with the BIA during his lifetime, and saw the Indian 

Reorganization Act as a step forward, and was frustrated by many reservation tribes’ resistance 

to it. He was also one of the original founders of the Society of American Indians, which had 

twenty years earlier attempted to organize a collective American Indian identity under the 

platform of increased education and decreased BIA involvement. His experience with the 

successes and failures of former attempts at national organization were valuable, but he 

 

Perry Kennerly, Blackfeet:  A Piegan Blackfoot tribal member, Perry Kennerly was elected 

Chairman and chosen to represent the Blackfeet at the first NCAI meeting. The Blackfeet were a 

warring Nation, and that tendency manifested itself in Kennerly’s criticism of the U.S. 

government, insistence on tribal sovereignty, and even desire to have Blackfeet priorities 

represented over other Indian tribes nationally. The Blackfeet signed a treaty with the U.S. 

government in 1855. Not as severe as Sand Creek or Wounded Knee, the Blackfeet also suffered 

from unjust U.S. violence at the Mariais Massacre, which remains sharp in their memory. Perry 

Kennerly was educated at Carlisle Indian School along with a number of colleagues at NCAI, and 

he sought to use his education to support his tribes, particularly in asserting sovereignty over 

jurisprudence issues.  
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