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Committee Letter: 

Dear Delegates, 

We are excited to welcome you Virginia Model United Nations (VAMUN) at the 

University of Virginia and we look forward to an action-packed weekend filled with fantastic 

debate. We welcome you to the National Basketball Association: League’s Owners Meeting! 

My name is Habib Karaky and I have the privilege of being your Chair. I am a second 

year in the School of Engineering and Applied Science from McLean, Virginia, studying 

Computer Science with a minor in Business. Previously, I have vice chaired for a FIFA sports 

committee at VAMUN last year as well as vice chair for a crisis committee for our college 

conference, VICS. I am also on the travel Model UN team here at UVA. Outside of Model UN, I 

am the Vice President of Lebanese Club, a ULink peer advisor, and a sports staff writer for 

Cavalier Daily. I put forth this committee idea due to my love and passion for sports, specifically 

basketball, and I am lifelong Lakers fan.  

With basketball continue to evolve on a global scale, the league is constantly faced by 

obstacles they need to overcome. As executives of various teams, delegates must work together 

and come up with creative solutions that will ensure the continued growth and prosperity of our 

league, while protecting the integrity of the game that we all know and love. Although the NBA is 

obviously not part of the United Nations, this committee will be run as a specialized committee 

and follow typical parliamentary procedure and diplomacy. One crucial piece of advice is to 

remember that, regardless of how the committee turns , it is important to stay on policy and try 

your best to represent your NBA executive and corresponding team to best of your abilities. 

Don’t worry we are all going to have a blast, and I encourage you to research and truly 

understand the issues, as I might have one or two crisis twists up my sleeve :). 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me by email: hrk9bk@virginia.edu 

 

Sincerely,  

Habib Karaky  
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Overview: 

This specialized committee takes place in the modern day. All 30 team owners will be 

represented in committee as well as a handful of other important executives, such as team 

presidents, that will be able to add unique voices to the debate. In order to keep the balance of 

power and input fair across the delegates, the chair will serve the role as NBA Commissioner 

Adam Silver, to facilitate debate and lead voting procedure. 

The National Basketball Association (NBA) is the premier basketball league in the world. 

Top players from around the world dream to make it onto the NBA hardwood and devote most 

of their childhoods to working on their game and trying to earn that opportunity of representing 

an NBA team. As executives we own the teams that make the league possible. We set up the 

infrastructure that makes the NBA a multi-billion dollar business and gives these kids the 

chance to play out their dreams for a living. Occasionally we must take risks, and make 

adjustments in order to protect the integrity of the game. For one weekend the league will be in 

our hands, and we will be trying to understand and reform controversial issues.  

The two topics that we will be addressing are addressing the One-And-Done Rule and the 

expansion of the NBA Development League (now called the NBA Gatorade League). The 

One-And-Done Rule deals with the eligibility rules of student athletes and future prospects as 

well as the integrity of college basketball. The Gatorade League, or G-League for short, is 

essentially the minor league of the NBA that allows players to compete and prepare for a shot at 

the NBA.  

 

  



Topic 1: The One-And-Done Rule 

Background: 

High School Straight to the NBA 

When kids pick up a basketball at an early age, many dream of one day starring for their 

favorite NBA teams. Every year, for a handful of talented individuals, that dream becomes a 

reality. Kobe Bryant, Lebron James, and Kevin Garnett are all future first-ballot Hall of Famers 

and will go down as few of the greatest to ever step onto the NBA hardwood. All  three of these 

players entered the NBA straight out of high school, opting to forgo playing college ball. They all 

grasped the opportunity to live out their dreams as 18 year olds and ran with it. It is hard to 

question their decisions, as each of these players have become social figures, developed their 

own brands, and have made hundreds of millions of dollars during their careers, giving their 

family's financial security for generations to come.  

Drafting high schoolers into the NBA was definitely not the norm in the 1990s. When 

Kevin Garnett was drafted 5th overall by the Minnesota Timberwolves in the 1995 draft, it 

revolutionized the idea of teenagers in the NBA. He was the first high school player since 1975 to 

get drafted straight into the NBA and being a high first round selection, it gave him a guaranteed 

profit of millions of dollars. Following his lead, several top tier high school prospects entered the 

league for the next 10 years hoping to achieve the same success. Other than Kobe and Lebron, 

the list of successful high school players that chose to jump to the NBA includes former all stars 

Jermaine O’Neal, Tracy McGrady, and Dwight Howard.  

Regardless of the inherent risk, it soon became clear that NBA teams were willing to take 

chances on these young kids based on their raw potential. Teams were willing to invest millions 

of dollars in hope of developing the next Hall of Famer that would be able to lead their 

organization for over a decade. However, not every high school player that went to the NBA 



thrived. In fact quite a few players ended up being busts that washed out of the league in less 

than a few years. This hurts both the player as their career can be over in their early 20s with no 

education to fall back on. It also harms the organization that invested a high pick, resources, and 

time into the player.  

A well-known example of a player who did not live up to his potential is Kwame Brown. 

Brown, who entered the NBA Draft straight out of high school, was the first overall pick of the 

2001 draft by the Washington Wizards. Although he earned millions, Brown never developed 

into anything more than a role player. At over 7 feet, he physically dominated his way through 

the high school prep leagues, but he was never strong or quick enough to handle the NBA game. 

He also was never able to develop a solid offensive game, whether that be shooting or posting 

up, which limited his output on the court. Brown is financially set for life, but he is an example 

of how NBA teams and scouts would have preferred to spend more time scouting Brown against 

higher level competition before the NBA Draft. 

The Kwame Brown story, as well as the stories of several players, highlighted the 

importance of competing at the college level. College is a place to develop one’s game, get 

stronger, and practice against a higher level of competition in preparation for the NBA, all while 

earning an education that will provide a backup plan for life. Furthermore, it gives more time for 

NBA scouts to analyze players against tougher competition which gives them reassurance before 

investing a high pick and the future of the organization into a young player.  

These high school players are 18, meaning not all of them are ready physically and 

mentally for the NBA competition. People across the country were worried that all these players 

were starting to make irrational choices based solely on the hope of money and fame. An 

example of this is Robert Swift, a former 7 foot 1 inch high school standout who chose to jump 

straight to the NBA. Swift was hoping to quickly profit off his potential, choosing not to tryout 



for any teams. Regardless he was selected by the Seattle Supersonics with the 12th pick in the 

2004 NBA draft. He earned the millions he wanted, but with as a young teenarger with an 

immature character and a lack of education, Swift ended up as a bankrupt drug addict by age 27. 

Unfortunately, Swift was not the only example of failed high school prospects that struggled 

within a few years of entering the league. NBA commissioner at that time David Stern and other 

league officials began pushing for a higher age limit for players to be eligible for the NBA Draft. 

Soon enough, the one-and-done rule was born.  

The Rule and Its Impact 

The one-and-done rule, put forth by former NBA commissioner David Stern in 2005, is a 

rule requiring high school prospects to be 19 years old and/or one year removed from high 

school before entering the NBA Draft. This forbids top level high school players from entering 

the draft immediately and pushes them to attend college for a year. If a player does not want to 

attend college, he is able to begin his professional career by playing overseas for a year in 

another league or entering the NBA Development league.  

This decision instantly changed the game of recruiting and college basketball. Suddenly 

the college game had an influx of top-level talent. For instance, Kevin Durant was Naismith 

Player of the Year during his one year at Texas and Derrick Rose led Memphis to the national 

title during his one year in college. At Kentucky in the 2009-2010 season, a superteam of 

freshmen was built with John Wall, Demarcus Cousins, and Eric Bledsoe that put on a show 

throughout the season and NCAA Tournament. Yet, all these top players were freshmen that 

dropped out of college after one year and went on to become NBA superstars.  

Once again, the questions resurfaced. These players were not earning an education in 1 

year, all they really cared about was basketball and filling a 1 year requirement before going to 

the NBA. They were all top high school players before heading off to college, so college only held 



the risk of hurting their draft stock.  An injury or a poor season in college good risk their draft 

stock and future financial earnings. Furthermore, the coaches had to rebuild their teams so 

quickly after pouring in years of resources on the recruitment trail to earn a player's signing. Not 

to mention fans were upset over watching their team rise and fall in a span of 9 months and 

possibly hurting the integrity of the college basketball game.  

Several prominent figures in the sports world have spoken out regarding the 

one-and-done rule and how its impacted the college game. "It's a totally different circumstance 

now. Kids aren't going to college to get an education and play ball. It's one or the other," said 

Hall of Famer Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. Even NBA Commissioner Adam Silver said, “My sense is 

it’s not working for anyone.” On the other hand, Kentucky Head Coach John Calipari, who has 

been criticized for hurting the integrity of the college game by consistently producing 

one-and-done players responded by saying, “For those of you that think what we’re doing is a 

sham: What if it were your child? Would you think it’s OK then?”As you can see although the 

rule has been intact for over a decade, it is no less controversial now than when it was first put in 

place.  

Analysis:  

Comparing Perspectives 

When trying to fix the controversy of the one-and-done rule, the biggest obstacle we 

must face is how can we create a solution that is it fair for both the players as well as the college 

game? 

Every top college basketball athlete’s dream is to play professionally and make it to the 

NBA. Imagine being paid millions of dollars to play the game you love for a living. College fans 

also tend to get upset when players leave, but they fail to realize what goes into each decision. 

What if the student-athlete has a low-income family that he needs to support? Logically, a 



supremely talented teenager should not give up his dream and financial security for life to risk 

an injury. One split-second fall can result in a torn ACL or a broken arm and completely shut 

down a player’s draft stock and career. When it all comes down to it, is college actually helping 

players protect their futures, or only putting their futures at risk? 

On the other hand, it is true that there will reach a time for every young athlete when 

basketball is over, and this provides a push for an education to lean back on. Often times teenage 

athletes may not reach their full potential, or may be derailed by injuries and then they have to 

scramble to find a new career path after their dream career fell short. College not only provides 

an education and a path to a career, it also teaches responsibility. Living on a campus, being 

treated like an adult, and having the responsibility of taking care of yourself is an important 

journey teenagers face in college. Better that teenagers take that journey before being alone 

without any experience and only millions of dollars in their bank account.  

Teenagers may not be able to make the most educated choice for their future; instead, 

they often just see the glory and the dollar signs. It is important to realize that only 30 players a 

year are first round picks that earn guaranteed million dollar contracts. The decision may be 

easy for a handful of athletes, but a lot of players put themselves in the draft every year and are 

second round or undrafted, leaving them to compete just for a summer league opportunity or a 

G-League roster spot. Sometimes, it is actually better for a freshman (or sophomore/junior) to 

return to college, where he has a full scholarship and little to worry about, and solely focus on 

class and working on his game.  

From the college perspective, it is understandable how the integrity of the college game is 

put into question. College fans want to see the their beloved players grow in front of their eyes, 

and bring championships to their program. Furthermore, coaches are putting in so much time, 

effort, and resources to recruit these 18 year old high school prospects every year with the hope 



that they will carry their teams for the next 4 years. Is it fair for a team to have to press the reset 

button after only a year? 

This is the dilemma that the NBA faces today. Recent history also shows both sides of the 

argument. Just last year, the 2016 Rookie of Year was a one-and-done player in Karl Anthony 

Towns, from the University of Kentucky. However, the 2017 NBA Rookie of the Year, Malcolm 

Brogdon from the University of Virginia, was a four-year college player. It is important to realize 

that potential does not always correlate with performance. The one recent statistic that has 

opened eyes is that on June 22nd, the 2017 NBA Draft was held, and a record 16 one-and-done 

college freshmen were selected in the first round, showing that more young players are leaving 

college early and more NBA teams are selecting younger athletes based on future potential. 

Many of these players were highly ranked out of high school, so college didn’t really help their 

draft stock at all. This has caused the debate over the one-and done rule to be brought to the 

forefront once more. 

If the one and done rule issue is not resolved, we may see more top high school prospects 

travel overseas for a year abroad. Just this past season, Terrance Ferguson played in Australia 

on a 1 year contract before being drafted with the 21st overall pick to the Oklahoma City 

Thunder. A few years prior, Emmanuel Mudiay played out his waiting year in China before being 

selected with the 7th overall pick. With international leagues gaining revenue and traction, they 

are starting to persuade high schoolers to travel abroad, begin their professional careers, earn 

large amounts of money, all while being to return to the NBA one year later. And with both 

Ferguson and Mudiay still ending up as first round selections, it appears their stock didn’t take 

much of a fall, if any, by traveling overseas. This is a big threat to us it is a lose-lose situation as 

they are not in the G-League or in college, so we lose marketing ability, revenue, talent in our 

development program, and hurt the integrity of our college game.  



Many people have opinions on amending the rule. Duke Coach Mike Krzyzewski pushes 

for allowing players to enter the draft straight out of high school or stay a minimum of 2 years in 

college. Others push for the NFL Draft eligibility system which requires players to attend college 

for at least 3 years before entering the draft. In truth, it all comes down to the reality that every 

player is different. They all have different backgrounds, family situations, and develop their 

skills and body in different rates. Some players, like Lebron James, may be ready for the NBA at 

18 and clearly be viewed as a number 1 pick, while others, like 2016 first-round pick Buddy 

Hield, may need 4 years of college in preparation for the NBA.  

As you can see, this issue presents quite a dilemma for the league. It us up to you 

executives to come up with creative and well-researched solution that will finally bring some 

stability to this issue once and for all! 

Questions to Consider:  

1. What should we prioritizing, the student-athletes and the future or the integrity of the 

college game? 

2. How should we, if at all, reform the eligibility rules for NBA prospects? 

3. What fair compromise can be reached between the players, college programs, and the 

league? 

4. If the rule isn’t changed, how do we persuade athletes to attend college or play in the 

Gatorade League, rather than go overseas? 

 

 

 

 

  



NBA  Development League (aka “The NBA Gatorade League”): 

Background: 

The NBA Development League was established and had its first official season in 2001 

with only 8 teams. The purpose of the league was and still is to serve as the minor league of the 

NBA where players work on their game and compete, hoping to earn a call-up to the NBA. 16 

years later, the league has expanded dramatically to 22 teams this past season. In a beginning 

effort to refresh the branding of the league, the NBA announced in Summer 2017 that the league 

would be named the NBA Gatorade League, or G-League and will feature 26 teams for the 

upcoming season.  

The teams in the Gatorade League function essentially like a smaller NBA team. They 

play a 50 game regular season before playoffs begin. There is also an All-Star game and an 

annual draft, just like the NBA. In order to properly serve as a minor league, each G-league team 

is an affiliate of an NBA team, but players that are under contract for the G-League are eligible 

to be signed by any NBA team.  

In terms of rosters and recruitment, each team holds between 10-13 players on the 

roster. There are several paths to making a G-League Roster. NBA teams can assign certain 

players to their affiliate temporarily, allowing players to earn extra minutes and hone their skills 

in preparation for NBA competition. Less notable players that are not drafted into G-League or 

signed as free agents can also show up to local tryouts held across the country for a chance to 

earn a spot on a roster. The path from a local tryout to the NBA is certainly a long and 

challenging journey, but it is possible. Jonathan Simmons, a wing for the San Antonio Spurs 

once paid $150 for a tryout with the Spurs affiliate team in 2013. Now, after 2 years in the 

G-League and 2 years in the NBA, he has proven himself to be an emerging player. He is 



currently a highly sought after free agent and is expected to fetch a contract worth millions of 

dollars per year. 

In the G-League, players are compensated by separate salary groups. Up until this 

season, the three annual salary levels were $13,000 (C-Level), $19,000 (B-Level), and $25,000 

(A-Level). This year the contracts were amended to only two levels, $20,000 (B-Level) and 

$26,000 (A-Level). Although they are given hotel housing on the road and meal stipends, these 

are certainly far below NBa salaries. Just to put it in perspective, the minimum annual salary for 

an NBA rookie with 0 years of experience is $543,471. That is why the whole purpose of a player 

on a G-League affiliate team is to use the platform to showcase their talents, improve their game, 

and hopefully impress the scouts and earn a call-up to the NBA. Danny Green, the current 

starting shooting guard for the San Antonio Spurs who started his career in the G-League said, 

“You kind of play with more of a chip on your shoulder to prove people wrong, especially the 

critics. Looking back, that experience was a lot of fun and helped me grow as a player and 

mature.”  

Several other current NBA players used the D-League as a place to showcase their 

talents. Seth Curry, younger brother of 2 time NBA MVP Stephen Curry, broke out of his 

brothers shadow and proved all the critics wrong by dominating the G-League. After going 

undrafted at Duke, Seth averaged 22 points and 5 assists per game during a two year stint in the 

G-League prior to finding a permanent home with the Dallas Mavericks in the NBA. Another 

example is Robert Covington, the starting small forward for the Philadelphia 76ers. Covington 

was also an undrafted prospect coming into the league, but he showcased his defensive 

athleticism (2.4 steals and 1.4 blocks per game) and shooting ability (23.2 points per game) 

during is one year stint with the Houston Rockets’ G-League affiliate.  

 



Analysis: 

For the most part, the G-league has been a successful program as shown by the rapid 

growth from a mere 8 teams to 26 current teams, which is only 4 less than the number of NBA 

teams. Teams now know that they can take risks in the draft and look for future potential in 

players, knowing that they can be developed in the G-League if necessary. However, overall, the 

G-League still has been significantly held back due to the lack of national and global attention, 

as well as the below average salaries. The G-League games are not shown on mainstream 

networks other than NBA TV, unlike NBA Games. Furthermore, most of the games have not 

been played in large arenas like Madison Square Garden (New York Knicks), or the Staples 

Center (Los Angeles Lakers/Clippers), as they are often played in much smaller venues 

significantly fewer fans in attendance.  

For fans and players, the league tends to carry a negative connotation, as it can be seen 

as a demotion for a player to be sent down to the G-League, but in reality it is an opportunity to 

improve. Many fail to realize that when a player is sent from an NBA to team to a G-League 

affiliate it is often to earn extra minutes and game experience before competing at the NBA level. 

The NBA is only 30 teams with 15 roster spots on each team, which means that the competition 

is extremely high. Furthermore, fans fail to realize that 44% of current NBA players have 

G-League experience including star defensive centers Hassan Whiteside and Rudy Gobert. 

The biggest issue and cause for concern with the NBA Development League is the salary. 

With the largest salary level being only $26,000, the only real financial incentive is the chance to 

be called up to the NBA and earning wages on the NBA scale. This is why players may take the 

safer option and play overseas. With the sport of basketball expanding globally, there are well 

established leagues all across Europe, Asia, and even reaching Australia. Furthermore, 



international contracts tend to be in the six figure range which makes living, especially with a 

family to support, much more comfortable from a financial perspective.  

The financial restrictions of the Gatorade League have also affected high school 

prospects. Under the one-and-done rule, athletes have the option of playing professionally 

overseas or in the G-League, instead of attending college for a year, before entering the NBA 

Draft. In the past few years, only a few marquee names have chosen the professional route, 

including Brandon Jennings, Emmanuel Mudiay, and Terrance Ferguson. However, all three of 

these highly touted prospects took their talents overseas for a year to leagues in Europe, China, 

and Australia, rather than play in the NBA Development League for a year. Although this is a 

small sample size and a majority of high school players still opt to attend college, the issue 

should be fixed now rather than later.  

If the G-League does not offer more stability and a bigger marketing potential, 

established veterans that may not easily find spots on an NBA roster and will start to travel 

overseas, not for only for the money, but also for the endorsement potential. The G-League is 

constantly overshadowed by the NBA, whereas foreign leagues are dominating their respective 

markets. In order to continue dominating the global brand of basketball, we should be 

convincing top talent to come, stay, and develop in the United States, rather than letting them 

leave.  

An example of an NBA veteran starting over abroad and capitalizing on foreign 

endorsements is Stephon Marbury. Drafted into the NBA in 1996, Marbury was a 2-time All-Star 

and averaged 19.3 points per game during his 13 year NBA Career. After experiencing a harsh 

break-up with the New York Knicks and battling depression and isolation, he decided to restart 

in China. Fast forward to today and Marbury is a 3-time champion and the superstar point 

guard of the Beijing Ducks. He has also become the face of the Chinese Basketball League, with a 



successful brand, marketing deals across the country and millions of supporting fans. While this 

is great for Marbury and the global game, it is clear that Marbury still had several years of high 

level production in the NBA. If he had signed with a D-League team, he could have worked on 

his game, reset his life, dominated the competition in front of scouts, and would have soon be 

well on his way to NBA stardom once more. As a competitor, a player always wants to put 

himself up against the highest level of competition, which is the NBA, and from a business 

perspective, the NBA should be the league profiting from the marketing of the top players in the 

world.  

The NBA Gatorade League should be used for development and growth. It should be a 

place for opportunity and allow any talented player the chance to compete for their dream. Now, 

it is up to you executives to come up with solutions that will help expand the league and fix its 

image in order to help attract and keep talent that will ultimately result in more competition, 

growth, and revenue. 

Questions to Consider: 

1. How can we expand the NBA Gatorade League to maximize the number of players and 

increase competition? 

2. How can we retain top talent in the Gatorade League and compete with International 

Leagues? 

3. What steps should be taken to fix the reputation and image of the Gatorade League? 

4. How can the Gatorade League be reformed to increase marketing and endorsement 

opportunities? 

 

Recommended Tools & Resources 

1.) ESPN/News Articles on Draft Eligibility and the One-And-Done Rule 



a.) http://www.espn.com/mens-college-basketball/story/_/id/8097411/roots-nba-d

raft-one-done-rule-run-deep-men-college-basketbal 

b.) http://www.espn.com/mens-college-basketball/story/_/id/19562936/the-conve

rsation-one-done-rule-happening-again 

c.) http://grantland.com/features/steve-kerr-problems-age-limit-nba/ 

2.) NBA G-League Website  

a.) http://gleague.nba.com/faq/ 

b.) http://gleague.nba.com/nba-g-league-history-infographic/ 

3.) Current College Coaches Views on One-And-Done Rule 

a.) http://bleacherreport.com/articles/2718091-john-calipari-talks-potential-nba-1-

and-done-rule-changes-defends-kentucky 

b.) http://www.cbssports.com/college-basketball/news/mike-krzyzewski-renews-cal

l-for-high-school-players-to-be-eligible-for-the-nba-draft/ 
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