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NBA Executives Dossier 

 

NBA Owners (30): 

1.) Michael Jordan, Charlotte Hornets 

Arguable the greatest basketball player of all time, Michael Jordan truly revolutionized the game 

and made the NBA a global brand. Before entering the NBA, Jordan dominated college 

basketball for three years for the North Carolina Tar Heels. He hit the game winning shot to 

clinch the 1982 NCAA Championship against Georgetown and was named the player of the year 

in 1984. Following his junior year, Jordan entered the NBA Draft, where he was selected by the 

Chicago Bulls with the 3rd overall pick. With jaw-dropping athleticism and a constant chip on his 

shoulder, Jordan led the Chicago Bulls to 6 championships while earning 5 individual MVP 

(Most Valuable Player) awards during his Hall of Fame career. After basketball, Jordan 

continued to build up his brand on his way to becoming a billionaire. He is the face of the Air 

Jordan Brand, which continues to produce and sell new gear (especially sneakers) and became 

the majority owner of the Charlotte Hornets in 2010. Due to do his immense success on and off 

the court, Jordan has earned the highest level of respect from everyone in the basketball world. 

 

2.) Mark Cuban, Dallas Mavericks 

Known by many for his star role on the hit show “Shark Tank”, billionaire Mark Cuban has 

translated his passion for business into the NBA. In 2000, Mark Cuban purchased the Dallas 

Mavericks for $285 million. Over the last 17 years, Cuban has transformed the franchise by 

overhauling the stadium and personnel. Although he has grown even more in other business 

ventures, there is no doubt that Cuban has fully immersed himself in the basketball world. He 

sits behind the bench or in the front row of the stands near the team in every game he attends. 

Furthermore Cuban has been instrumental in constructing the team, from the executives down 

to the players that upset the Miami Heat to win the 2010 NBA Championship. He has also been 

very outspoken, sharing his distinct opinions on several basketball issues with the media, 

including the one and done rule. Unafraid to speak his mind, some of his statements have been 

very controversial, and Cuban has earned over $2 million in fines since purchasing the 

Mavericks. 

 

3.) Steve Ballmer, Los Angeles Clippers 

Ballmer is most notably known as a former President and CEO of Microsoft. As a former friend 

of Bill Gates at Harvard, Ballmer dropped out of a Stanford Graduate Program to be one of 

Gates’s business managers in 1980. As Microsoft has blossomed into one of the top companies 

in the world, so has Ballmer’s fortune. After stepping down as CEO in 2013, Ballmer purchased 

the Los Angeles Clippers for $2 Billion in 2015. Now Ballmer often makes the news in the media 

due to his energetic cheering at the sidelines of Clippers games. Although a businessman by 

heart, he has fully committed to the basketball aspect of the NBA franchise as he has been part 

of several recruiting and free agency meetings with players. 

  

 

 



4.) Joe Lacob, Golden State Warriors 

Billionaire businessman Joe Lacob is the current majority owner of the Golden State Warriors, 

the current defending champions in the NBA. He and Peter Guber bought the struggling 

franchise for $450 million in 2010 and he promised to bring passion into the organization. 

Fast-forward to 2017 and the Warriors have won 2 championships and are on track to win 

several more in the near future. He has been credited with turning the Warriors into a first class 

organization with the potential to establish a dynasty in the next few years behind general 

manager Bob Myers, head coach Steve Kerr, and star players Stephen Curry, Kevin Durant, 

Draymond Green, and Klay Thompson. Lacob has also invested in the new Oracle Arena and has 

been pivotal in marketing the team and growing the fan base into some of the most passionate 

and energetic in the NBA. 

  

5.) Jeanie Buss, Los Angeles Lakers 

The late, great Jerry Buss purchased the Lakers organization in 1979 for $67.5 million. Jerry led 

the team for decades before his daughter Jeanie eventually took over as the majority owner and 

the lead executive of the team. Almost 50 years later the Buss family has blossomed the team 

into the most valuable franchise (over 3$ billion) and has won numerous championships behind 

an endless list of superstars including: Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Magic Johnson, Kobe Bryant, and 

Shaquille O’Neal. The Staples Center became a historic venue as the team sold out almost every 

game and players used to dream about playing for the purple and gold. However, recently the 

team has entered a dry spell and has been unable to recruit top-level talent in the last few years. 

Following 4 straight losing seasons with no playoff berths, Jeanie made a bold move this season 

to fire longtime executives Mitch Kupchak and Jim Buss (her brother) in favor of hiring Magic 

Johnson to uplift the team and return them to their glory days. 

  

6.) Ted Leonsis, Washington Wizards 

Ted Leonis is a film producer, businessman, and author that made his wealth on the film 

“Nanking,” starting several businesses, such as ViewLift and Revolution Growth, and through 

making several venture capital investments. However, Leonsis’s business ventures have led to 

him to an extremely lucrative and important position in DC sports. Leonsis is arguably the most 

important figure in DC sports, from a business perspective, due to his role as founder, president 

and majority owner of Monumental Sports & Entertainment. His company owns not only the 

Washington Wizards but also the Capitals, Mystics, two AFL teams, and the Verizon Center in 

DC. That means he has an extremely large market share in DC Sports. To his credit, under his 

leadership the Wizards have grown into a consistent playoff team behind the young duo of John 

Wall and Bradley Beal. 

 

7.) Julianna Hawn Holt, San Antonio Spurs 

The Spurs have been the most consistent franchise in the past two decades. They have had 18 

straight seasons with 50 wins and have reached the playoffs for a 20th straight season. That 

consistency stretched from Hall of Fame Coach Gregg Popovich all the way to Hawn Holt and 

the ownership group. Holt, just like the Spurs, tends to fly under the media radar, as their team 

revolves around selflessness, teamwork, and sacrificing to win at the highest level. 



 

8.) Micky Arison, Miami Heat 

Micky Arison is the Chairman and former CEO of the world’s largest cruise ship operator, 

Carnival Corp. He bought the team in 1995, and has lead them to the most successful run in 

team history, behind future hall of famers Dwyane Wade, Alonzo Mourning, Shaquille O’Neal, 

Gary Payton, and LeBron James. Under his ownership, the team won a title in 2006 and made a 

run to 4 straight finals (winning 2 championships) from 2010-2014. 

 

9.) Tom Gores, Detroit Pistons 

Gores bought the Detroit Pistons in 2011, and has been trying to revive the franchise ever since. 

The Pistons were a force in the early 2000s behind the core of Rasheed Wallace, Ben Wallace, 

and Chauncey Billups. However, the Pistons have been recipients of a lot of bad luck, including 

the famous “Malice at the Palace,” where Ron Artest of the Indiana Pacers got in a brawl with a 

fan during a game. Furthermore, with Detroit's economy struggling, market size and attendance 

has fallen alongside the team’s record. However, with Stan Van Gundy as the president and 

coach and Andre Drummond locked in as the franchise cornerstone, Gores hopes to bring the 

team and city, back to its championship success.  

 

10.) James Dolan, New York Knicks 

Dolan owns possibly the most disappointing large market team in the NBA, the New York 

Knicks. The Knicks are the heart of the city and get to play under the bright lights of Madison 

Square Garden. Unfortunately, Dolan has not put forth a successful team in years, and has been 

criticized for putting aside the Knicks, instead prioritizing his musical career. Following a rough 

breakup with Phil Jackson and superstar Carmelo Anthony, Dolan hopes to rebuild the franchise 

back to its winning history behind 7 ft 3 future all-star Kristaps Porzingis. 

 

11.) Dan Gilbert, Cleveland Cavaliers 

Gilbert is one of the most polarizing owners in the NBA, primarily due to his relationship with 

Cavaliers superstar LeBron James. Dolan famously ripped James for leaving Cleveland and then 

welcomed him back to the team with open arms when James decided to return from Miami. 

Although Gilbert has been criticized, he has backed up all his brash statements by paying for all 

the talent currently on the Cavaliers roster. Gilbert finally broke through as a championship 

owner, when the Cavaliers won the championship in 2016, bringing hope and life into the 

starving Cleveland sports community. 

 

12.) Jerry Reinsdorf, Chicago Bulls 

Reinsdorf is one of most established business men and owners in the NBA. He capitalized on the 

Bulls drafting Michael Jordan by purchasing the team a year later in 1985. He then watched as 

arguably the greatest player of all time carried the franchise to 6 championships, and Resindorf’s 

net worth into the billions. Reinsdorf has been praised for his ability to identify and select 

quality personnel. Now, his skills will be put through the test as the Bulls reshuffled their entire 

roster, entering a rebuilding phase.  

 



13.) Tony Ressler  

American businessman Tony Ressler is the majority owner of the Atlanta Hawks. After 

purchasing the team in 2015 with former NBA All-Star Grant Hill for around $800 million, the 

team has struggled in the middle pack of the Eastern Conference. After parting ways with aging 

stars Paul Millsap and Dwight Howard this summer, Ressler has officially hit the reset button, 

entering the rebuilding phase.  

 

14.) Tilman Fertitta, Houston Rockets 

Tilman Fertitta is newest owner in the league, having purchased the Houston Rockets just this 

past month from Leslie Alexander for $2.2 billion dollars. Fertitta is no stranger to basketball as 

he has tried to purchase stake on the Rockets in the past and was a director for the Rockets when 

they won two championships behind Hakeem “the Dream” Olajuwon. Fertitta now inherits a 

team, led by superstar backcourt of James Harden and Chris Paul, hoping to challenge the 

Golden State Warriors a top the Western Conference and make a run deep into the playoffs.  

 

15.) Ann Walton Kroenke, Denver Nuggets 

Kroenke is the daughter of billionaire Walmart Founder Sam Walton. In addition to her 

majority stake in the Nuggets, she has ownership in the Los Angeles Rams and Arsenal Football 

Club, among other teams. The Nuggets have been one of the several teams stuck in mediocrity 

for several years, but the team looks to be on the upswing following several successful drafts. 

The team is built around recent addition Paul Millsap and the young core of Nikola Jokic, Gary 

Harris, Jamal Murray, and Emmanuel Mudiay. 

 

16.) Herbert Simon, Indiana Pacers 

Simon is the longtime owner of the Indiana Pacer. Simon and his brother have owned the team 

since 1983. Although the Pacers have not won a championship in the NBA, they have had some 

memorable teams with all star level talent, such as Reggie Miller, Jermaine O’Neal, Chris 

Mullin, and more recently Paul George. However, the Pacers have just entered yet another 

rebuild after trading away frustrated superstar Paul George, and Simon is under the hot seat to 

appease a tired fan base.  

 

17.) Marc Larsy, Milwaukee Bucks 

Larsy is the CEO of Avenue Capital Group and the co-owner of the Milwaukee Bucks. Before 

Larsy, the Bucks had been an awful team scarred by losing seasons and low attendance ratings, 

not to mention being placed in one of the smallest markets in the league. However, that all 

changed with Larsy. When he bought the team in 2014, the $550 million price tag seemed 

expensive but now it appears to be a bargain. The Bucks have quickly built a playoff contender 

behind a young core, led by superstar Giannis Antetokounmpo and role players Malcolm 

Brogdon, Jabari Parker, and Kris Middleton.  

 

18.) Robert Pera, Memphis Grizzlies 

Robert Pera, another young technology entrepreneur, bought the Memphis Grizzlies from 

Michael Halsey in 2012. The Grizzlies are essentially a poor man’s San Antonio Spurs. They are 



extremely consistent and have usually been a playoff team in the competitive Western 

Conference, but they have yet to breakthrough into the Conference Finals. Behind Mike Conley, 

Marc Gasol, and a passionate fan base, the Grizzlies seem to be missing one piece before being 

able to make a serious playoff run. 

 

19.) Glen Taylor, Minnesota Timberwolves 

Glen Taylor has become the face of Minnesota basketball, buying the Timberwolves, the Lynx 

(WNBA) and the Timberwolves G-League affiliate, the Iowa Energy. Fighting through the small 

market limitations that Minnesota provides, Taylor has gradually built a legitimate basketball 

city. The Lynx just won the WNBA Championship this past month and the Timberwolves are 

projected to be one of the most exciting young teams in the league, behind stars Jimmy Butler, 

Karl-Anthony Towns, and Andrew Wiggins.  

 

20.) Vivek Ranadive, Sacramento Kings 

Ranadive and his group bought a majority struggling Sacramento Kings from the Maloof family 

in 2013. Despite his efforts to revamp the franchise, the Kings have still been labeled as one of 

the most dysfunctional teams in the league. Ranadive helped make the controversial decision to 

finally part ways with superstar center Demarcus Cousins and start a proper rebuild. With what 

appears to be a couple of recent successful drafts, the Kings now can look towards the future 

with the young backcourt of De'aaron Fox and Buddy Hield leading the way. 

 
21.) Gail Miller, Utah Jazz 

Gail Miller assumed full ownership of the Utah Jazz in 2009, when her husband passed away. At 

the time the Jazz were at the bottom of the conference, but behind draft acquisitions Gordon 

Hayward and Rudy Gobert have quickly built themselves into playoff contention. However, the 

team took a big blow this past offseason when Hayward left his beloved fan base to reunite with 

his college coach in Boston.  

 

22.) Mikhail Prokhorov, Brooklyn Nets 

In 2010, Prokhorov bought 80% majority share of the New Jersey Nets. A struggling franchise at 

the time, Prokhorov tried to rebrand the team. They relocated from New Jersey, and the new 

look Brooklyn Nets started off with a new arena and a loaded roster featuring Joe Johnson, Paul 

Pierce, Kevin Garnett, and Deron Williams. However all of these former all-stars were nearing 

the end of their careers, and the Nets were stuck with an expensive and aging roster. That forced 

them to begin the rebuild process as they are trying to build around younger talent through the 

draft.  

 

23.) Robert Sarver, Phoenix Suns 

The Phoenix Suns were bought by Sarver for $400 million in 2004. At the start of his 

ownership, the Suns had a few playoff runs behind Steve Nash, Shaquille O’Neal, and Amar’e 

Stoudemire. However, since that team was broken up, it seems as though team that has gone 

through a seemingly endless rebuild process. However, behind recent draft picks Josh Jackson 

and Devin Booker, hopefully they can work themselves back into playoff contention. 



 

24.) Joshua Harris, Philadelphia 76ers 

The 76ers have been the bottom dwellers of the league for the last few years, ever since Harris 

led a group purchase of the team in 2011. The team had appeared to consistently lose games 

(accused of “tanking”) to end up with high draft picks in the following draft. However, the “trust 

the process,” campaign that the team has been pushing onto the fans seems to be finally paying 

off as the young core of Joel Embiid, Ben Simmons, and Markelle Fultz hope to lead the 

franchise back to the playoffs this upcoming season.  

 

25.) Tom Benson, New Orleans Pelicans 

Tom Benson is the owner of both major New Orleans sports teams, the Pelicans (NBA) and the 

Saints (NFL). The Pelicans underwent a rebranding in 2013 when they changed their name from 

the Hornets to the Pelicans, a bird that connects with the culture of the city. On the court, the 

Pelicans have been failing to live up to expectations for several years. However, the Pelicans now 

begin this season with the best frontcourt in the league (Anthony Davis and Demarcus Cousins) 

and the team hopes that the chemistry will improve and that the talent will eventually translate 

into a big uptick in wins.  

 

26.) Richard DeVos, Orlando Magic 

DeVos bought the Magic in 1991, and the team enjoyed many good seasons in the 90s behind 

Penny Hardaway, Shaquille O’Neal, and Tracy McGrady. The team also had a few good years 

behind franchise cornerstone Dwight Howard from 2005-2011. Fast-forward to the present and 

ever since Dwight Howard left the Magic, the team has been stuck in a streak of losing seasons. 

Furthermore, many of their draft prospects haven’t panned out the way they would’ve liked. 

Expect the Magic to have a few more subpar seasons as they try to collect draft picks to build 

towards the future.  

 

27.) Larry Tanenbaum, Toronto Raptors 

Larry Tanenbaum is the owner of the Raptors and also plays a key executive role on the NHL 

and MLS teams in the city. As the only team outside the United States, the Toronto Raptors have 

united a passionate Canadian fanbase. On the court, the Raptors have consistently been around 

the 3 seed in the Eastern Conference, behind all stars Demar Derozan and Kyle Lowry. However, 

after last season’s addition of Serge Ibaka, the Raptors are hoping to fine tune their team 

chemistry and make a run against the Cavaliers for the top spot in the East.  

 

28.) Paul Allen, Portland Trail Blazers 

Allen is most notably known for co-founding Microsoft with Bill Gates. Allen bought the Trail 

Blazers in 1988 for $70 million and has been crucial in purchasing and developing the arena for 

the team. On the court the Blazers have had mixed results. Portland, due to its media market 

size, has been a tough sell for marquee free agents. However Trail Blazers have drafted 

exceptionally well, now one of the best backcourts in the NBA, consisting of young stars Damian 

Lillard and CJ McCollum. After trading for Jusuf Nurkic, last season, the team hopes to make a 

deep run in the playoffs in order to catch the eye of the upcoming free agent class.  



 

29.) Clay Bennett, Oklahoma City Thunder 

Bennett bought the Seattle Supersonics in 2006 from Howard Schultz, and soon aided in their 

relocation to Oklahoma City. Although the Thunder are now in the smallest media market in the 

NBA, they have been well respected as a top notch organization. Behind General Manager Sam 

Presti and a passionate fan base, the team has enjoyed a high level of success in recent years 

behind Russell Westbrook and Kevin Durant. After a rough breakup with Kevin Durant 2 years 

ago, rather than dwell on the past and rebuild, Presti made two key trades this offseason, 

bringing in Paul George and Carmelo Anthony, to form a big three with Westbrook. Now the 

Thunder are a legitimate championship contender out of the Western Conference.  

 

30.) Wycliffe Grousbeck, Boston Celtics 

Grousbeck bought the famous Celtics franchise in 2002 and became a championship owner in 

2008 when the team won their record 17th title. Currently, the Celtics have developed in to 

another championship contender out of the weaker Eastern Conference. Having not won a 

championship since 2008, this historically great franchise is ready to go back to its winning 

ways behind latest additions Kyrie Irving, Gordon Hayward, and Al Horford, to go along with 

young wings Jaylen Brown and Jayson Tatum.  

 

Additional Executives (~5): 

31.) Ervin “Magic” Johnson, Los Angeles Lakers 

Magic Johnson is arguably the greatest point guard to ever step foot on the NBA Hardwood, due 

to his leadership, pass-first mentality, an incredible 6 foot 9 inch height for the position. The 

Hall of Famer led the Los Angeles Lakers for 12 seasons, winning 5 championships and multiple 

finals MVP Awards. After retiring Magic became a force in business, establishing Magic Johnson 

Enterprises and becoming a part owner in the Los Angele Dodgers, among other ventures. This 

season, Magic returned to the Los Angeles Lakers as the newly appointed president of basketball 

operations for the Los Angeles Lakers. Amid 4 consecutive seasons of missing the playoffs, 

Johnson being tasked with uplifting the franchise both on and off the court. Johnson brings a 

unique opinion to the debate as he is not only a successful businessman who understands the 

business perspective, he was also a former top player and understands the player perspective. 

 

32.) Pat Riley, Miami Heat 

Pat Riley began his career as an NBA player, helping the Los Angeles Lakers win a title in 1972. 

However, Riley truly made his mark as a coach and executive in the League. As a coach he won 

four championships with the “Showtime” Lakers and one with Dwayne Wade and the Miami 

Heat. Since switching to the executive side, Riley is known to thrive in terms of player relations 

and getting players to buy into the team mentality. Furthermore Riley’s championship pedigree 

and winning mentality has garnered him a lot of respect from players across the players. He 

famously convinced LeBron James and Chris Bosh to come join Dwayne Wade in Miami in 

2010, and he lifted the Heat from out of the running to a top threat in signing free agent Gordon 

Hayward this summer. 

 



33.) Doc Rivers, Los Angeles Clippers 

Doc Rivers was a tough and physical point guard during his 13 year NBA career. After retiring he 

took that mentality into coaching. As the head coach for the Boston Celtics, he led them to a 

championship in 2008 following the blockbuster moves to combine Kevin Garnett and Ray Allen 

with Paul Pierce. Rivers currently serves as the coach and president of basketball operations for 

the Los Angeles Clippers. Ever since Rivers joined the Clippers, the team has significantly turned 

around. He has a large part in assembling and coaching a 50 win playoff team with star players 

Chris Paul, Blake Griffin, and DeAndre Jordan. Rivers does not only play a crucial role in 

assembling the team with trades and signings, he also has to work with and develop the players 

and the team as a whole, on a daily basis. 

 

National Basketball Player Representatives (3): 

34.) Chris Paul, President 

On the court, Chris Paul is the elite floor general for the Houston Rockets and one of the top 

point guards in the league. The 9 time All Star is also one of the top role-models in the league as 

he is known for his work off the court. In addition to the surplus of charity work, Paul is about to 

begin his second 4-year term as President of the NBPA. During his last term Paul played a 

crucial role in fighting for new opportunities for players both on and off the court, negotiating 

the Collective Bargaining agreement, increased salaries, pensions, and health benefits. Paul has 

also been very vocal on political issues as he LeBron James, Carmelo Anthony, and Dwayne 

Wade made a speech during the annual ESPY Awards regarding racial divide and violence. 

 

35.) LeBron James, First Vice president 

LeBron James is widely accepted as the best basketball player of the current generation. A 

physically dominant forward for the Cleveland Cavalier has torched the league with his off the 

charts athleticism and basketball IQ for years. He has been to 7 consecutive NBA Finals and 

captured 3 Championships and 4 MVP Awards. In addition to his on the court heroics, James 

has developed into a spokesman and face for the league. He has been vocal in player issues as 

well as political issues on multiple occasions. His leadership and character helped make him the 

unanimous selection as the first vice president of the NBPA. James was tasked with 

spearheading the Collective Bargaining Negotiations with President Chris Paul. One of the 

biggest issues with the players was that as NBA franchise values skyrocketed into the billions, 

players were making small fractions of what owners made. As a superstar and the most valuable 

player from a monetary and marketing standpoint, James was the perfect representative to fight 

for the rights of the all players, especially the valuable superstars like himself. 

 

36.) Garrett Temple, Vice President 

Unlike superstars Chris Paul and LeBron James, Garrett Temple brings a unique perspective to 

the NBPA. He went undrafted out of LSU and spent time working his way up through the 

Development League (Now known as the G-League). As a result he understands the difficulty of 

working up to an NBA roster as well as the financial differences between the NBA and the 

G-League and he can serve as a voice for all the players that are not top prospects out of college 



and that do not receive huge guaranteed contracts. This experience and knowledge will allow 

Temple to play a crucial role with NBA negotiations and reforming the G-League. 
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