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Ali Khamenei: Supreme Leader of Iran (Chair) 

Sayyid Ali Hosseini Khamenei is the second and current Supreme Leader of Iran. He also acts as 

a marja in Shi’a Islam, meaning he is a source of religious reference and holds the highest level 

of Shi’a authority. The Supreme Leader exercises control over the armed forces, judicial system, 

state television, and other key governmental organizations. Khamenei has the final say in any 

economic, political, or religious matters. Khamenei will act as the chair of this committee, and as 

the Supreme Leader, will have the authority to veto any directives passed (although he will only 

use this power in extreme and rare circumstances).  

 

 

Ataollah Salehi: Commander-in-Chief of the Islamic Republic of Iran Army 

Seyyed Ataollah Salehi serves as the Commander-in-Chief of the Islamic Republic of Iran Army 

as well as a member of Iran’s Supreme National Security Council. He has command over the 

Islamic Republic of Iran Army, Navy, Air Force and Air Defense Base. The Army (also called 

Artesh) has approximately 420,000 active personnel, 350,000 in Ground Force, 37,000 in Air 

Force, 18,000 in Navy, 15,000 in Air Defense.  

 

 

Brigadier General Hossein Dehghan: Minister of Defense 

Former Brigadier General Hossein Dehghan was appointed Minister of Defence in 2013 

following the election of President Rouhani. With a background in the Revolutionary Guards Air 

Force, Dehghan is the official in charge of the Ministry of Defence, which is responsible for the 

logistics, planning, and funding of the Armed Forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran. He has no 

command over the forces, which instead falls to the General Staff. He is also in charge of Iran’s 

state-run military industries. 

 

Mohammad Javad Zarif Khonsari: Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Javid Zarif serves as Iran’s foreign minister, one of the country’s most powerful positions. 

Unlike many of his counterparts, Zarif is known for being put-together, polished, and jovial, and 

hopes to advance Iran’s status on the world stage. Zarif is currently the chief negotiator for Iran 

in the current nuclear deal being made with the United States, a deal that could be incredibly 

beneficial to the Iran economy. Zarif’s primary goal is to accomplish this nuclear deal, and while 

he is focused on the the situation in Yemen, he does not want military action there to jeopardize 

the deal with the United States. 

 

 

Major General Yahya Rahim Safavi: Senior Military Advisor to the Leader of the 

Islamic Revolution 

Major General Yahya Rahim Safavi is the Senior Military Advisor to the Leader of the Islamic 

Revolution. He was a leader in the Iran-Iraq War and contributed to the November 2001 

uprising in Herat during the US-led invasion of Afghanistan. The former commander of Iran’s 



 

Revolutionary Guard Corps, Khamenei appointed Safavi as advisor and senior aide for armed 

forces affairs to the Supreme Leader.  

 

Brigadier General Amir Hatami: Head of Army’s International Relations Staff  

Hatami serves as the head of the Iranian Army’s International Relations staff, as well as a deputy 

to the Armed Forces general staff. Despite coming from an Artesh background, (from the 

Iranian General Army instead of the Revolutionary Guards, his name has been floated as a 

potential higher position in government. Hatami is known for his ambition, and serves as a very 

important person in this committee.  

Brigadier General Ahmad Reza Pourdastan: Commander of the Ground Force 

Pourdastan serves as the Commander of the Ground Force of the Iranian Armed Forces, making 

him a very powerful position in the Iranian Armed Forces. Besides having personal troops under 

his command, Pourdastan brings 43 years of military experience to this committee. He has 

assured the supreme leader that Iran’s ground forces are prepared, and can not be surprised by 

foreign powers.  

 

Major General Mohammad Bagheri: Commander of the General Staff of the Armed 

Forces  

As Commander of the General Staff of the Armed Forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Major 

General Mohammad Bagheri is an Iranian Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps military 

commander serving at the most senior military position in Iran.  

Brigadier General Hassan Shahsafi: Commander of the Air Force 

Amir Brigadier General Hassan Shahsafi is the Commander of the Iranian Air Force. He also 

ensures all military aviation technology is up-to-date. He oversees research and development of 

aircraft as well as purchases. He is the face of the Iranian Air Force to the public.  

Ali Tayebnia: Minister of Economic Affairs and Finance 

A distinguished academic, Ali Tayebnia has long served in state economic and finance 

institutions, but was appointed Minister of Economic Affairs and Finance by the newly-elected 

President Rouhani in 2013. He has been described as a reform-minded intellectual, in favor of 

expanding freedom and democracy within the country. 

 

Dr. Valiollah Seif: Governor of the Central Bank of Iran 

Appointed Governor of the Central Bank of Iran in 2013, Dr. Valiollah Seif is the head of the 

institution in charge of Iranian monetary policy. With a background that includes 

chairmanships at several major regional banks, as well as the National Bank of Iran, Dr. Seif has 

declared his interest in controlling the massive inflation the country faces (as of March 2015, the 

inflation rate sits at 16.5%). 



 

 

Major General Abdolrahim Mousavi: Second-in-Command of Islamic Republic of 

Iran Army  

Major General Abdolrahim Mousavi is Second-in-Command of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

Army to Ataollah Salehi. Despite being second in command, Mousavi still has an incredible 

amount of power in terms of how the army runs and operates, as well as personal troops and 

significant experience that he brings to this committee.  

 

Brigadier General Mohammad Hossein Dadras: Chief of the Army Joint 

Headquarters  

The position of Joint Staff of the Islamic Republic of Iran Army (SEMAJA) is currently held by 

Brigadier General Mohammad-Hossein Dadras. He is the second-in-command and deputy of 

Major General Ataollah Salehi. The Joint Staff is the chief of staff of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

Army. The goal of the Joint Staff is to coordinate all four branches of the Army. Central Provost 

and University of Command and Staff is under the control of Joint Staff.  

 

Brigadier General Kioumars Heydari: Deputy Commander of the Ground Force 
 

Heydari serves as the Deputy Commander of the Ground Force in this committee. Heydari is 

known as one of the more hard-line members of this committee, and makes sure the ground 

force is ready to combat all threats against Iran. Heydari sees the Houthi as a potential Shia ally 

in the Middle East, and supports helping them in some way. 

 

 

Brigadier General Farzad Esmaili: Commander of Air Defense Force
 

Esmaili has served as the commander of the Air Force since 2008, and makes sure that Iran’s air 

defense is in tip-top shape at any time. While warning nations like the United States that Iran’s 

air defense system will be up and fully activated by 2018, Esmaili could potentially aid the 

Houthi in protecting themselves against air strikes from foreign powers if Iran chooses to get 

involved in the conflict. 

 

Rear Admiral Habibollah Sayyari: Commander of the Navy 

Rear Admiral Habibollah Sayyari is the commander of the Islamic Republic of Iran Navy. The 

Navy employs approximately 18,000 active personnel. Generally, the Navy is responsible for 

defending Iran in the Gulf of Oman. It operates regionally, as far as the Red Sea, the 

Mediterranean Sea and northwest quarter of the Indian Ocean, however it has bigger aspirations 

to become a blue-water navy. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Army_of_the_Guardians_of_the_Islamic_Revolution


 

 

Major General Mohammad Ali Jafari: Commander-in-Chief of the IRGC 

Major General Mohammad Ali Jafari was appointed by Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei as 

Iranian Commander-in-Chief of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, succeeding Major 

General Yahya Rahim Safavi. Jafari has close ties with the conservative subfaction and his 

appointment was made to strengthen the power of the conservative faction and balance out the 

power with radicalizers, with whom his predecessor sympathized. Jafari is known as “a tactician, 

organizer, and 'technical' military man.” 

 

Brigadier General Hossein Salami: Deputy Commander of the IRGC 

As the Deputy Commander of the IGRC, Salami represents an incredibly important role in this 

committee. In addition to having 35 years of experience in the Iranian armed forces and 

considerable knowledge about the inner workings of the IRGC, Salami serves as the commander 

of the 25th Karbala Division and the 14th Imam Hossein Division, as well as being on the 

academic staff of the Supreme National Defense University. His experience from his years in the 

IRGC Joint staff and in the IRGC air force also give him many connections in those areas.  

Brigadier General Mohammad Hejazi: Chief of the IRGC Joint Headquarters -Max 

Hejazi serves as the Chief of the IRGC joint headquarters, which is a vital aspect of this 

committee. Born in Isfahan in 1956, Hejazi attended the University of Tehran and became a 

member of the IRGC in 1979. He has also served as the security advisor to Ali Khamenei.  

Brigadier General Mohammad Pakpour: Commander of IRGC Ground Force
 

Brigadier General Mohammad Pakpour is the commander of the Ground Forces in the Islamic 

Revolutionary Guard Corps. Pakpour is a well-educated and experienced military man, holding a 

PhD in Political Geography and years of service in the IRGC. He has publicly stated his focus on 

fighting terrorism in northwestern Iran and on creating prolonged and sustainable security in 

the southeastern region. 

 

Brigadier General Amir Ali Hajizadeh: Commander of the IRGC Aerospace Force
 

Brigadier General Amir Ali Hajizadeh is the Commander of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard 

Corps Aerospace Force (IRGC AF). IRGC AF is the air force within the Army of the Guardians of 

the Islamic Revolution (Islamic Revolutionary Guards). The Revolutionary Guards have their 

own air force, however they share facilities with the Islamic Republic of Iran Air Force, the 

regular air branch of the Iranian military. 

 

Rear Admiral Ali Fadavi: Commander of IRGC Navy
 



 

Appointed in 2010, Rear Admiral Ali Fadavi is the Commander of the Navy of the Iranian 

Revolutionary Guard. Though their duties overlap with the Artesh Navy, the IRGC Navy is 

organized and trained differently, focused on guerrilla hit-and-run tactics. The organization 

possesses many fast attack craft and anti-ship missiles, in addition to the Sepah Special Navy 

Force (S.N.S.F), a special forces unit of marines, snipers, and divers specialized in helicopter and 

naval operations. 

 

Major General Qasem Soleimani: Commander of Quds Force 

Major General Qasem Soleimani has been Commander of the Quds Force, the special forces 

division of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard involved in extraterritorial and clandestine 

operations, since 1998. A veteran of the Iran-Iraq War, under his command, the Quds Force has 

provided covert assistance to anti-Hussein Shi’a militias, Hezbollah, Hamas, and the Syrian 

government under Bashar al-Assad. 

Brigadier General Gholamhossein Gheybparvar: Commander of the Basij 

Resistance Force
 

Bringing 32 years of experience in the military to this committee, Gheybparvar has a very 

influential and important position has the head of the Basij. The Basij are a massive volunteer 

forces with millions of forces in reserves, and hundreds of thousands available for a mission. 

While they aren’t as well trained as other Iranian troops, they make up a massive resistance 

force and could have a major impact on the committee.  

 

Brigadier General Hossein Ashtari: Commander-in-Chief of the Law Enforcement 

Force 

Brigadier General Hossein Ashtari was appointed by Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei as 

Commander-in Chief of the Law Enforcement Force. This Force, also known as Disciplinary 

Force of the Islamic Republic of Iran, is this uniformed police force in Iran. In it, there are more 

than 60,000 police personnel, including border guard personnel. The Law Enforcement Force 

works under the Ministry of the Interior.  

 

Brigadier General Qasem Rezaee: Head of Border Security 

Rezaee serves as the head of border security for Iran, and brings to this committee knowledge of 

how do secure and strengthen borders and deal with mass migration. Not only is it important for 

Iran to maintain it’s strong borders, but with a potential refugee crisis on the brink of occurring 

in Yemen, Rezaee could provide this committee with the knowledge and expertise to contain the 

flow of migrants.  

Gholamali Khoshroo: Ambassador to the United Nations 

Khoshroo serves as Iran’s permanent ambassador to the UN, and in doing so has to deal with 

many foreign nations on a regular basis. In doing so, Khoshroo has to deal with many of the 



 

international ramifications of decisions made by this committee first-hand. Of particular 

interest to him is the current nuclear deal that is being negotiated with the United States.  

 

Hossein Niknam: Ambassador to Yemen (Hadi Yemen) Adam 

Naikam finds himself in perhaps the trickiest of spots in this committee, and at the same time, 

perhaps the most impactful. Being the representative to a Sunni nation such as the Hadi 

Government is not an easy task, especially when backing the Houthi is a very realistic option for 

your country. However, Niknam may also be in a uniquely special position to broker a peace 

deal between both sides of the civil war, making his position potentially very important.  

 

 

 

 

Mohammad Reza Fayyaz: Ambassador to the UAE  

Mohammad Reza Fayyaz is the Ambassador to the United Arab Emirates. As a diplomat, his job 

is to delegate the interests of Iran to Abu Dhabi. He has recently shown public interest in 

maintaining peaceful relations with the UAE. 

 

Hussein Sadiqi: Ambassador to Saudi Arabia 

 

Sadiqi has the important role of making sure that tensions do not escalate between the Shia 

power of Iran and the Sunni power of Saudi Arabia. These two powers have a long-standing 

rivalry, and without restraint, Yemen could become a proxy war for them to fight against each 

other in. Sadiqi will attempt to keep peace, and make sure that doesn’t happen.  

 



We appreciate your feedback about our conference. Please 
direct all inquiries and comments to our Secretary-General. 

Ankita Satpathy
Secretary-General
secretarygeneral@vamun.org

You can also contact us at the mailing address below: 

VAMUN c/o The International Relations Organization at 
the University of Virginia 
PO Box 400435 
Newcomb Hall Station Charlottesville, VA 22904-4435

Non-Affiliation Statement

Although this organization has members who are 
University of Virginia students and may have University 
employees associated or engaged in its activities and 
affairs, the organization is not a part of or an agency of the 
University. It is a separate and independent organization 
which is responsible for and manages its own activities and 
affairs. The University does not direct, supervise or control 
the organization and is not responsible for the organizations 
contracts, acts, or omissions.


