
 



 

Rajiv Gandhi’s Cabinet 1987 

Minister of Home Affairs: Buta Singh 

Buta Singh has been associated with the Indian National Congress since the time Jawaharlal 

Nehru, India’s first Prime Minister was in power. He has been a member of Parliament on a 

number of occasions and is effectively the number 2 in the Government today. Being Home 

Minister of India, his main priority will be to ensure the internal security of India. Irrespective of 

what the cabinet decides on Sri Lanka, he has to stive to maintain law and order across India 

and ensure that the cabinet’s decision doesn’t lead to any uprising.  

 

His biggest challenge will be dealing with the southern state of Tamil Nadu. Since the native 

population of the state and the Sri Lankan separatists share the same background and culture. 

A lot of people in the state sympathise with the Sri Lankan separatists and therefore any action 

against them can throw this state up into flames. Maintaining law and order here will be of 

utmost importance to show the world that India stands united.  

 

Minister of External Affairs: P. Shiv Shankar 

Hailing from the southern state of Andhra Pradesh, Shiv Shankar rose through the ranks of the 

Congress to become  External Affairs minister of India. He will have a key role to play in 

whatever decision the Indian Cabinet takes regarding the Sri Lankan Civil War.  

 

On one hand he will have to prioritize national interests and support whatever is better for the 

nation’s security. However, he will also have to keep in mind India’s position in the global 

community and ensure that the Government doesn’t jeopardize relations with any key partners. 

Further, if India decides to intervene in Sri Lanka, Shiv Shankar will be responsible for 



 

maintaining constant communication with the Sri Lankan Government to ensure that the 

relationship between the two countries remains intact.  

 

Minister of Defence: K.C. Pant 

KC Pant is an experienced politician and a long time member of the Indian National Congress. 

As Defence Minister, he has prioritized modernizing the armed forces and has enjoyed some 

success in upgrading equipment and making all three services self sufficient. He will play an 

important role if India decides to intervene in Sri Lanka as he will have the responsibility of 

mobilizing the forces. Additionally, he will also be an important member of the decision making 

team as any intervention will strongly rely on what he says about the readiness of the forces. 

 

Minister of Finance: V.P. Singh 

During his tenure as Finance Minister, VP Singh has been instrumental in opening up the Indian 

economy and relaxing numerous government regulations on businesses. His understanding of 

the country’s economic situation as well as access to financial resources will have a bearing on 

the Government’s decision on whether or not to intervene in Sri Lanka. Additionally, being a 

senior minister in the cabinet, Singh’s opinion will carry a lot of weight in the room.  

 

 

Minister of Law and Justice: Ashoke Kumar Sen 

Ashoke Kumar Sen is one of the oldest Ministers in the Rajiv Gandhi cabinet. He has previously 

been Law Minister under Nehru’s Government and received praise from across the globe for 

numerous legal reforms during his tenure. His experience of having gone through multiple wars 



 

and military operations will be crucial to this cabinet and his opinion on Indian intervention in Sri 

Lanka will surely influence the final decision.  

 

Minister of Railways: Madhavrao Scindia 

Madhavrao Scindia hails from a royal family and is the titular head of the Scindia Dynasty. He is 

one of the younger ministers in the Government and is considered by many as the rising star in 

the Congress Party. Despite lacking experience, he comes from a powerful political family and is 

one of Rajiv Gandhi’s most trusted aides. The backing of the Prime Minister gives him 

significant influence in the cabinet and his input will surely be vital.  

 

 

Minister of Information and Broadcasting: Ajit Kumar Panja 

As the minister of state for Information and Broadcasting, Panja’s role will be to maintain 

constant channels of communication with the Indian public. He will have to ensure that there are 

no misunderstandings in the media about whatever action the government takes regarding Sri 

Lanka. 

 

Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu: MG Ramachandran 

Before becoming CM of Tamil Naud, Ramachandran was dominant in the Tamil Film industry, 

and used the notoriety of his reputation to become CM. As a Tamil born in Sri Lanka, 

Ramachandran holds a unique perspective on the crisis at hand. Known as “Makkal Thilagam” 

(People’s King), he is incredibly popular with the people of Tamil Nadu. Some have criticized that 

Ramachandran holds ties to the LTTE, as some Tamil Nationalists wish to expand the state to 

include Jaffna. As the CM of Tamil Nadu, Ramachandran is in charge of the state itself.  



 

 

Minister of Tourism: Mufti Mohammad Sayeed  

A prominent politician from the Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir, Sayeed is a recent entrant 

into the Indian National Congress having been previously affiliated with the National 

Conference. He is mainly concerned about how any intervention in Sri Lanka will impact internal 

security and subsequently tourism.  

 

 

Minister of Parliamentary Affairs: H.K.L Bhagat 

HKL Bhagat was a loyalist of Indira Gandhi who was Rajiv Gandhi’s mother and Prime Minister 

of India in the late 70s and early 80s. He is an extremely powerful politician in the national 

capital, New Delhi and wields significant influence in the Congress party. As parliamentary 

affairs minister, his main job will be to ensure that Parliament is up to date with what the 

Government is doing with regards to Sri Lanka. He is also responsible for relaying the voice of 

the opposition in the Cabinet.  

 

Minister of Power: Vasant Sathe 

Vasant Sathe is a Socialist who received an early education at the Bhonsala Military School and 

a masters degree in Economics, Political Science, and Law at Nagpur University. He came to 

prominence after Indira Gandhi’s splitting of the Indian Congress Party, and is widely known for 

his previous efforts as India’s Minister of Information and Broadcasting where he initiated the 

first color broadcast of the 1982 Asian Games and India’s first soap opera, Hum Log (We 

People). As the Minister of Power, Sathe is responsible for infrastructure development and 

maintenance, as well as power generation and electrification efforts. 



 

Minister of Environment and Forests: Bhajan Lal 

Born in what is now Pakistan in 1930, Bhajan Lal was the Chief Minister of Haryana, as a 

member of the anti-Indira Gandhi Janata coalition. However, he defected to the Congress Party 

and continued as Chief Minister, and is the origin of the phrase  “Aya ram gaya ram” (Ram 

came, Ram left) politicking, where opportunist politicians show no party loyalty, after defecting to 

the Congress Party, counter defecting to the Coalition, and counter-counter defecting back to 

Congress. 

 

Minister of Water Resources: B. Shankaranand 

Having represented the Chikodi Constituency in Karnataka, he was also the head of Human 

Resource Development for the Indian government in 1980. Having served under the Indira 

Gandhi ministry, Shankaranand is an experienced politician from Southern India. While not a 

Tamil, Karnataka borders Tamil Nadu, making Shankaranand understandably worried for his 

constituents. As Minister of Water Resources, Shankaranand has the powerful position of 

allocating water to different parts of the nation. For drought-prone areas, Shankaranand has a 

fair amount of influence. 

Minister of Human Resource Development: P.V. Narasimha Rao 

As an active freedom fighter from the independence movement, Rao has considerable influence 

in the backroom. As former Chief Minister of the large state of Andhra Pradesh, his tenure is 

looked back upon fondly for his efforts at land reform in the state. During his tenure, he also 

presided over the Jai Andhra Movement in 1972, which championed the creation of a state in 

the interior of Andhra Pradesh in the Telangana region, where over 400 died. After having risen 

to national prominence, Rao held powerful positions in Indira Gandhi’s government, having 

chaired the meeting of Non-Aligned Nations, of which India was a founder, and has chaired on 



 

behalf of a number of meetings with Pakistan, the USA, USSR, Iraq, Bangladesh, Iran, and 

Vietnam. As the Minister of Human Resource Development, Rao is in charge of Education and 

literacy, both at the childhood level and higher-level institutions such as universities and 

research laboratories. 

Minister of Industry: Jalagam Vengala Rao 

Vengala Rao was the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh after Narasimha Rao, Vengala Rao’s 

hallmark was the efficiency at which his administration presided over things in the state. Known 

for his containment of the Naxalite insurgency, which demanded tribal rights and self-rule, and 

the Jai Andhra movement, Rao has considerable experience with ethnic insurgents. However, 

he came under criticism for this rule as some described it as a “reign of terror” for those 

suspected of being insurgents, but were innocent. As the Minister of Industry, Vengala Rao is in 

charge of industrial development and inter-state trade. Having experience in Andhra Pradesh, 

his connections will surely deal with neighboring Tamil Nadu. 

Minister of Urban Development: Mohsina Kidwai 

Having held several ministerial positions in Uttar Pradesh, Kidwai has experience in 

governance. She is also known for her proximity to Sonia Gandhi, Prime Minister Gandhi’s wife. 

She used to be a member of the Labour and Rehabilitation Ministries for Uttar Pradesh, and the 

central government, and has experience working with those who might be affected by the 

violence in Sri Lanka. As the Minister of Urban Development, Kidwai is in charge of all housing 

and urban development projects in India. Her job is especially important when dealing with 

refugees, and where to put them in the cities. 

Minister of Civil Aviation: Jagdish Tytler 

Jagdish Tytler was born in Punjab in 1944. Adopted by the Scottish-born educationalist James 

Tytler, who founded the Delhi Public School System. First elected to the Lok Sabha in 1980, he 



 

is now the Minister of Civil Aviation. Tytler has faced backlash, as many accuse him of 

encouraging the anti-Sikh pogroms post Indira Gandhi’s assasination. As the Minister of Civil 

Aviation, Tytler is in charge of all matters of aviation that pertain to non-military matters. 

However, he is also in charge of all airports and air traffic towers. Additionally, Tytler is in charge 

of the commission for Railway Safety. 

Minister of Programme Implementation: A.B.A Ghani Khan Choudhury 

A politician from West Bengal, he represented it in the Lok Sabha, and was a state cabinet 

minister for 5 years, from 1972 to 1977. As a senior leader in the Congress party, Choudhury 

holds a fair bit of sway within the inner circle of the party. As Minister of Programme 

Implementation, Choudhury deals with surveys and statistics in government. As the one who 

releases any and all public surveys, Choudary is in a position to wield a lot of soft power in 

government... 

Minister of Communications: Arjun Singh 

Arjun Singh has dealt with many crises that required delicate communication. The Bhopal 

chemical incident in 1984 was such a tragedy, and Singh dealt with the public backlash from 

that incident. As the previous minister of Madhya Pradesh, Singh has a fair bit of experience in 

government. Within the inner circle of Congress Party leaders, and a personal friend of Rajiv 

Gandhi, Singh is one of the favorites for the next prime-ministership, if nothing happens to Rajiv 

Gandhi, of course. As Minister of Communications, Arjun Singh is in charge of all news services, 

postal services,  

 


