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While the Kargil War Cabinet did not exist as it does in this dossier, these 

positions are composed of real roles in Pakistan’s Government, various military 

branches, or intelligence agencies. This cabinet is crafted so our committee is composed 

of  all positions necessary to carry out effective planning and communication for the 

imminent  war in Kargil. Your chair will act as Pakistan’s President,Muhammad Rafiq 

Tarar.  

 

1      Nawaz Sharif-Prime Minister and Minister of Defence 

Nawaz Sharif, born on 25th December, 1949, is the Prime Minister of Pakistan and is currently                

serving his second term in office. He is the leader of the Pakistan Muslim League. Sharif comes                 

from an upper middle class industrial family in Lahore and has previously been the Chief               

Minister of the Punjab province on 3 occasions. Sharif has never had smooth relations with the                

military. So much so that his first term as Prime Minister ended prematurely in 1993 mainly due                 

to pressure from the military to resign. Even though Sharif won a landslide majority in the                

election of 1997, his popularity has been on the decline ever since. He conducted Nuclear tests in                 

1998 in response to the tests India had carried out. This established Pakistan as the first Muslim                 

country to have a nuclear programme. However, these tests plunged the country into economic              

turmoil as most western countries withdrew foreign aid to Pakistan. Sharif’s Government            

worsened the situation when they froze all foreign currency accounts in Pakistan. At this point               

his Government remains moderately popular domestically but it has been isolated by the             

international community after its nuclear tests. With respect to India, Sharif met the Indian Prime               

Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee in February 1999 and signed the Lahore Declaration as an              



instrument towards maintaining peace and stability. With international pressure mounting, Sharif           

needs to come up with a quick and viable solution to the Kargil crisis with the backing of his                   

Government, while also dealing with military opposition. 

 

 

2 Ziauddin Khawaja- Director General of ISI 

Khawaja is a Lieutenant General who is presently the Director of the Inter Services Intelligence.               

After being promoted to Lieutenant General, Khawaja was made Commander of the 30 Corps              

stationed at Gujranwala. After this, he served as the Adjutant General of the Army before being                

appointed DG of the ISI. On being appointed the same, Khawaja became one of the most senior                 

generals to be given this post. He will play an important role in committee as he will be                  

coordinating military movements with all three service chiefs while at the same time he will also                

be using ISI’s resources to solve the Kargil conflict with India. 

  

3 General Pervez Musharraf-Joint Services Chief 

Musharraf, born in 1943 in Delhi, British India, is the Joint Services Chief in the Pakistani Army.                 

He holds the highest military position in Pakistan at this point, and there is tremendous               

responsibility on him during this period of conflict with India. In October 1998, Musharraf was               

promoted to four star General and made the Joint Services Chief by Nawaz Sharif, with whom he                 

shared a good equation at the time. However, relations began to deteriorate as the two               

individuals had a number of disagreements on various subjects. With reports of Pakistani             

infiltrators crossing over to the Indian side of the LOC emerging, there is speculation that it was                 



the Pakistani Army behind this. This has furthered tensions between the civilian Government and              

the military. Musharraf will play a key role in quelling these tensions with Sharif in order to                 

portray a united Pakistan to India and the rest of the world. Moreover, his years of military                 

experience will come in handy when it comes to dealing with India on the Kargil frontier. 

 

 

4 Lt. Gen Muhammad Aziz Khan- Chief of General Staff 

Lt General Muhammad Aziz Khan was born in Azad Kashmir and joined the Pakistani Army in                

1966. He has previously served as deputy director of Inter Services Intelligence and was posted               

as a Commander in the Force Command Northern Areas, Gilgit. He was recently promoted to               

Chief of General Staff by Pervez Musharraf and will play a key role in the current Kargil                 

situation. Due to his previous posting in Gilgit, Azad Kashmir, Khan is well versed with the                

region and will form a key part of the tactical planning in case of a potential conflict with India.                   

He is also a trusted aide of Pervez Musharraf and will work closely with him in coordinating                 

various military operations in the Kargil region. 

  

5 Air Chief Marshal Pervaiz Mehdi Qureshi- Chief of Air force Staff 

Pervaiz Mehdi Qureshi is the 15th Chief of Air Force Staff in Pakistan’s relatively short history.                

Qureshi graduated from the Pakistani Air Force (PAF) academy in the same year as Musharraf               

and was initially a pilot in the air force. He rose through the ranks over a period of time and was                     

instrumental in operations against the Indians in the Indo-Pakistan war of 1965. He was also a                



major figure in the war for East Pakistan in 1971 and was also taken as a prisoner of war, only                    

being released in 1972. As the chief of Air Force Staff, he holds command over the air force                  

units of the country which functions as an important part of its defense against India. While the                 

use of the air force as a weapon is slightly mitigated due to the difficult flying conditions in the                   

Kargil region, it can act as an important method of transporting supplies to troops who will need                 

all they can get in the rough weather of the region. 

 

 

6 Sartaj Aziz-Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Sartaj Aziz, born in 1929 in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa region of then British India, is the                

Pakistani Minister of Foreign Affairs. He is an economist from Punjab University and has later               

gone on to study Public administration at Harvard University. Aziz has previously served two              

terms as the Minister of Finance. As finance minister, Aziz was the only senior minister in                

Sharif’s cabinet to oppose Pakistan’s nuclear tests. The reasons cited by him were the prevailing               

economic conditions and the possible international retaliation. However, the Government went           

ahead with the tests, putting the country into recession. As foreign minister, Aziz has tried to                

develop strong relations with China as a counter to India’s growing influence in the region. He                

will play a major role in this committee when it comes to negotiating with the Indian side as well                   

as supporting Nawaz Sharif who is under pressure with the army. 

  

7 Chaudhary Shujaat Hussain-Minister of Interior Affairs 



Shujaat Hussain, born 27th January 1946 in Punjab, then British India is the Minister of Interior                

Affairs in Pakistan, a post that he has held once before during the first term of Prime Minister                  

Nawaz Sharif. During his tenure as Interior minister, Hussain was appointed President of the              

Pakistan Muslim League. He has been a constant critic of Sharif’s economic policy, particularly              

his move to take control of the Karachi Stock Exchange. This has caused strained relations               

between the two, something that is not ideal during a period of tension with India. His                

responsibility will be to ensure that tensions at Kargil do not escalate and spread to other parts of                  

Pakistan. He will also want to mend his fractured relationship with the Prime Minister so that                

they can collectively work towards a solution to the Kargil conflict. 

  

8 Ishaq Dar-Minister of Finance and Commerce 

Ishaq Dar is a member of the Pakistan Muslim League and the Minister of Finance and                

Commerce for Pakistan. He has previously held the post of Leader of Opposition in the Senate                

and is an important leader in the party. Being Finance and Commerce Minister, the economic               

crisis in 1998 was a major responsibility for him. He was instrumental in negotiating a deal with                 

the International Monetary fund to provide aid to Pakistan. Being one of the senior ministers in                

the Cabinet, his opinion and solutions will be very important to the Government in dealing with                

the Kargil crisis. He will also be of major support to Nawaz Sharif in the constant stand off                  

between the Government and the military. 

  

9 Siddiq Khan Kanju- Minister of State for Foreign Affairs 



Siddiq Khan Kanju was born in the Punjab region of Pakistan in 1952 and is the Minister of State                   

for Foreign Affairs.He has held this office once before from 1990-1993 under Nawaz Sharif’s              

Government. Holding this position, he is second in command to Sartaj Aziz when it comes to                

Foreign Affairs and thus the Kargil conflict is directly related to his portfolio. His negotiations               

with India will play a key role in determining how the Kargil conflict eventually pans out. 

  

 

10 Raja Zafarul Haq- Minister of Religious Affairs 

Raja Zafarul Haq, born on November 18th, 1935 in the Punjab region of British India is a                 

Pakistani politician in the Pakistan Muslim League. Prior to becoming Minister of Religious             

Affairs in Sharif’s Government, Haq has served in a number of Government positions. He has               

been the Minister of Information and Broadcasting and has been elected to the senate for a 6 year                  

term on two occasions. He has also been the Pakistani ambassador to Egypt and represented               

Pakistan at the United Nations. Being the vice president of the Pakistan Muslim League and a                

senior leader in the Cabinet, Haq will play a key role in maintaining peace between the                

Government and the military in a bid to present a united front against India in the Kargil                 

stand-off. 

  

11   Mushahid Hussain-Minister of Information & Broadcasting 

Mushahid Hussain, born in Sialkot, Pakistan is the minister of Information and Broadcasting in              

Nawaz Sharif’s cabinet. He has previously served as Minister of Telecommunications from 1990             

to 1993 and is a seasoned politician who is elected to the Senate. Being I&B Minister, Hussain                 



will be a major support to the Sharif Government during this period of strained ties with the                 

military. With his portfolio, he will be responsible for projecting a United Pakistan to India and                

the rest of the world without giving an insight into the quarrelling military and Government. 

  

12   Lt. General Shahid Aziz- Director General ISI Analysis Wing 

Aziz is a senior officer in the Pakistani Army who currently serves as the Director General of the                  

Analysis Wing of the ISI. Aziz is a graduate of the National Defence University in Pakistan. He                 

has previously been the Commander of the 12th Infantry Division of the Pakistani Army. As the                

DG of the Analysis Wing, he will play a key role in procuring any intelligence that can be used                   

to help Pakistan in the Kargil Conflict. Additionally, he will have to deal with a Government                

suspicious of the ISI and the Military. 

  

13   Admiral Fasih Bokhari-Chief of Naval Staff 

Admiral Fasih Bokhari, born in 1942 in British India holds the position of Chief of Naval Staff,                 

the highest position in the Pakistani Navy at this time. With this position comes a great deal of                  

control over the naval forces of the country which have the power to do damage to India                 

considering its large coastline. Admiral Bokhari also has a strong focus on his nuclear policy of                

‘wait and watch’ rather than act first and followed this policy during the Pakistani tests of 1998.                 

His opposition to use of atomic weapons is important at a time when the country heads to a war                   

that could develop into a nuclear tête-à-tête if it continues unchecked. 

  

  



  

14   Major General Tauqeer Zia- Director General of Military Operations 

As Director General of Military Operations, Tauqeer Zia serves as the chief point of contact               

between the army and the prime minister of Pakistan. His major role lies in relaying the progress                 

of a war to the prime minister in order to update him on the happenings of a war. He serves as                     

the spokesman for the military. 

  

15   Lt. General Mahmud Ahmed-Commander of X corps 

Lieutenant General Mahmud Ahmed has just been appointed Commander of the X Corps in              

Pakistan. The X Corps is a unit of the Pakistani army, which is dedicated to protecting Pakistani                 

interests on the LoC. Through Pakistan’s history, it has been involved in several important              

battles such as the war in 1974 and the Siachen conflict in 1984. 

  

16   Major General Jamshed Gulzar Kiani - Director General of Military Intelligence 

Major General Jamshed Kiani plays a fundamental role in gathering and intercepting the smallest              

trace of intelligence about the activities of the Indian army in the war, more specifically their                

troop movements considering the terrain of the Kargil region. As the Director General of              

Military Intelligence, Kiani is instrumental in orchestrating missions that the army plan. 

  

17   Lt. General Agha Jehangir Khan-Commander of XXX Corps 

Lieutenant General Aga Jehangir Khan commands an integral unit of the Pakistani army in the               

XXX corps, which was formed in 1987 from elements of the I corps, another unit in the army                  



which would go on to take on more offensive duties. The unit mainly operates in the Pakistani                 

Punjab region and parts of Kashmir, both of which have been home to major battles during the                 

1965 and 1971 wars. The corps has also been stationed on the LoC and hence forms an important                  

part of the army. 

  

18   Lt. General Salim Haider- Commander of I Corps 

General Haider commands the I corps, a unit of the army that was specialized into a more                 

offensive unit in 1987 when elements of it were removed and made into a separate unit. The I                  

corps is one of the oldest formations in the army and was heavily involved in the 1965 and 1971                   

war as it constituted the lead formation of the army. It is also one of the largest and best equipped                    

formations of the Pakistani military. 

  

19   Major General Javed Hassan- Chief of Force Command Northern Areas 

As Chief of Force Command of the Northern Areas, Javed Hassan is responsible for the division                

of the Pakistani army that is primarily a mountain division and is hence a major player in the                  

war. It is however, lightly equipped and does not have a large amount of armour. 

  

20   Sultan Mehmood Chaudhry-Prime Minister of Azad Jammu & Kashmir 

Sultan Mehmood Chaudhry is the Prime Minister of Azad Kashmir, the nominally self governing              

part of Kashmir administered by Pakistan. 

  

21   William Milam- United States Ambassador to Pakistan 



As the ambassador of the United States to Pakistan, Milam plays a key role in relaying American                 

sentiments to Pakistan. With the relationship that the two countries share, Milam is important in               

making the American government’s sentiments known to Pakistan and is also responsible for any              

American citizens that may be affected by the war. 

 

 

22   Ahmad Ali Khan- Editor of the Dawn Newspaper 

As editor of Pakistan’s largest newspaper, Ahmad Ali Khan is very important in controlling              

public opinion towards the war. If public opinionis swayed against it, Khan becomes a hindrance               

to the war effort; however, if he sways public opinion in favor of the war, he becomes one of the                    

government’s biggest assets. 

  

23   Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali- Member of National Assembly 

A seasoned politician and someone highly respected on the international stage due to his              

leadership of various Pakistani commissions to the US and other nations, Mir Zafarullah is              

someone who holds a large amount of clout in the Pakistani parliament. His relationship with               

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif is weak and while he theoretically supports him, the relationship              

between the two has been deteriorating as Mir Zafarullah moves slowly closer to the Musharraf               

camp. 

  

24   Mian Muhammad Azhar- Member of National Assembly 



Mian Muhammad Azhar is a seasoned politician who holds a great deal of sway in the national 

assembly. He forms strong opposition to Nawaz Sharif in parliament. He was the Governor of 

the Punjab region under Benazir Bhutto’s government in 1992 but resigned from his post after 

differences with the Sharifs. His relationship with Sharif is worsening which could cause 

problems for Sharif in the national assembly.  



We appreciate your feedback about our conference. Please 
direct all inquiries and comments to our Secretary-General. 

Ankita Satpathy
Secretary-General
secretarygeneral@vamun.org

You can also contact us at the mailing address below: 

VAMUN c/o The International Relations Organization at 
the University of Virginia 
PO Box 400435 
Newcomb Hall Station Charlottesville, VA 22904-4435

Non-Affiliation Statement
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employees associated or engaged in its activities and 
affairs, the organization is not a part of or an agency of the 
University. It is a separate and independent organization 
which is responsible for and manages its own activities and 
affairs. The University does not direct, supervise or control 
the organization and is not responsible for the organizations 
contracts, acts, or omissions.


