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A Word from your Chair and Director… 

Xin Chao!! We are extremely excited to welcome you to the South Vietnam 

Cabinet for the Vietnam War. Being on the South Vietnamese side of the committee is 

an extremely exciting prospect and you will have the opportunity to change the course of 

history.  

Your chair, Richa Gupta, is a second year from Ashburn, Virginia, who will 

hopefully be majoring in Economics and Computer Science (but swears she isn’t a nerd). 

She has been doing Model UN for over 5  years, and is looking forward to seeing the 

Vietnam war play out in committee. Outside of Model UN, Richa is on the UVA Moot 

Court team and a University Guide. She is beyond excited to be chairing this committee, 

and looks forward to meeting all of you! 

Your Crisis Director, Aditya Seth, is a third year from Mumbai, India, majoring in 

Finance and Marketing. Aditya has previously been Director General for our collegiate 

conference VICS. Outside the classroom, he can be found exploring fun places to eat in 

Charlottesville or Trekking. He is really passionate about the Vietnam War and is 

looking forward to your crisis arcs. 

We hope to see you researched and ready to go in November! In the meantime, if                

you have any questions, please feel free to contact us. 

Aditya Seth( as3wc@virginia.edu)  

Richa Gupta( rg4wd@virginia.edu) 

  

3 

mailto:as3wc@virginia.edu
mailto:rg4wd@virginia.edu


 

Background on this Cabinet 

This cabinet will include members of the government of South Vietnam, the 

United States of America, South Korea, Laos, Cambodia, and Australia. We will, of 

course, be bending time and space to some degree to have all the major actors on this 

side of the War collaborate together in one room. Think of this committee as the 

Vietnam War Joint Command Center for South Vietnam. Because multiple members of 

each nation will be represented, there will be emphasis on working with other 

committee members through Joint Private Directives, as well as on communiques to the 

‘outside’ world.  

Because there is not a single cohesive government represented, the chair will act 

as a moderator without any defined role. Please see the Dossier for more information on 

individual actors. 

One thing this committee will not be discussing in depth is chemical warfare or 

genocide. While these did play significant roles in the conflict, due to the sensitive 

nature of these topics we will not be approving directives that we deem to be 

inappropriate.  

 

Note : Committee will begin on February 1st, 1969 
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Geography 

Most of Vietnam is hills and densely forested mountains, while the coastal 

regions are 

relatively flat.  

The map on the 

right indicates the 

locations of some 

of the major 

attacks that 

occured in 1968 

under the Johnson 

Administration. 

The  topography 

and geography will 

be a major factor 

in the Joint 

Command forces 

ability to fend off guerilla attacks, and has proved to be a weakness of the American 

troops at least.  
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History of the Conflict  1

During World War II, Japanese troops occupied French Indochina in order to 

gain access to more trade routes in Asia Pacific. They broke down French colonial 

machinery and liberated Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos in the early 1940s. However, 

Japanese power in the region didn’t extend beyond August 1945 when Japan 

surrendered to the allied powers after the nuclear attack on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

Once the allies won the war, France tried to reassert itself in the region but this 

time met with resistance from Viet Minh. The Viet Minh was a communist group in 

Vietnam led by Ho Chi Minh. The group grew powerful during the second World War 

when it’s resistance against the Japanese was backed by the United States. During this 

period, the Viet Minh managed to gain control of large parts of Northern Vietnam which 

proved to be politically significant later.  

Ho Chi Minh declared independence from the French and established the 

Democratic Republic of Vietnam in September 1945 after the Viet Minh had brought 

under its control most of Vietnam’s territories. However, his government was soon 

destabilized by invading French troops and had to go underground. Ho Chi Minh tried 

to make peace with the French but the negotiations fell through and led to the first 

Indochina War.  The French reinstated the former emperor of Vietnam Bao Dai, as the 

head of a unified State of Vietnam while at the same time they continued fighting the 

Viet Minh guerrillas. Fighting continued for the next few years with the United States 

1 History.com. Accessed September 30, 
2018.https://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war/vietnam-war-history. 
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backing the French to retain control over the region while the Soviet Union and China 

recognized the legitimacy of Ho Chi Minh’s government.  

The Geneva Conference in 1954 served as a breakthrough point in the war. With 

the French being tormented in Indochina by a combination of Guerrilla warfare and 

Soviet military training, the French Government and the Viet Minh came to an 

agreement which gave Ho Chi Minh control of the northern region of the country. This 

would mean that the State of Vietnam established by the French would have to cede its 

northern part and Bao Dai’s Government would only control regions south of the 17th 

parallel.  

The Geneva Conference also called for internationally supervised elections in 

1956 which were to serve to unify North and South Vietnam into one country. The 

United States and South Vietnam rejected the provisions of the Geneva accords as they 

believed that free and fair elections were impossible under the Communist regime of the 

north. 

Consequently, the North became a Communist state under Ho Chi Minh while 

the south, with American support, became a democracy under the leadership of Prime 

Minister Ngo Dinh Diem. 

 

The National Liberation Front of South Vietnam (Viet Cong) 

The National Liberation Front was a political organisation in South Vietnam that 

sought to overthrow the South Vietnamese Government and eliminate the United States 

from Vietnam during the Vietnam war. It’s military front was the People’s Liberation 
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Armed Forces of South Vietnam (PLAF). While most of the cadre of the Viet Cong were 

south Vietnamese, the group had a number of soldiers associated with the People’s 

Army of Vietnam in the North. Many Viet Minh “regroupees” who had moved back 

north after the Geneva Accords were given military training and sent back south along 

the Ho Chi Minh trail to create insurgency and destabilize the Government.  

The North Vietnamese Communist Party , through the Viet Cong, began using the 

Ho Chi Minh trail which was a mountain trek through Laos and Cambodia to deliver 

arms and men to fuel insurgency in the south. With support from Chinese leader Mao 

Zedong, thousands of Communist soldiers belonging to the Liberation front began 

causing insurgency in the south in the early 1960s. Eventually, with Soviet backing, they 

received the latest arms and were able to effectively counter the US forces in the South. 

These communist cadres mainly targeted village heads and small symbols of south 

vietnamese government authority. However at the same time they also massacred 

thousands of unarmed civilians in Hue and Saigon. Similarly, they burnt down refugee 

camps in the south and committed mass murder in villages. 

The Viet Cong specialized in guerilla warfare which it largely used to counter 

modern war techniques that were being employed by the Americans. Thus most US 

soldiers sent into combat with these forces would return with heavy casualties. Even the 

B-52 bombings that the Americans conducted in the jungles of the south failed to kill 

any of the leadership of these guerilla fighters.  
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The Liberation Army coordinated the Tet Offensive in January 1968, a massive attack on 

more than 100 locations in South Vietnam including the US Embassy in Saigon.  

 

Timeline of Events  2

November 1955 Under the Presidency of Eisenhower, America sent the Military Assistance 

Advisory Group to Vietnam to train the South Vietnamese soldiers. 

August 1961 A trial run of herbicidal warfare is conducted in South Vietnam. 

2"Vietnam War: A Timeline of U.S. Entanglement." USA Today. September 15, 2017. Accessed 
September 30, 2018. 
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2017/09/11/vietnam-war-timeline-u-s-involvement-
over-decades/653693001/. 
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August 1962 The Foreign Assistance Act which allows for “military assistance to countries 

which are on the rim of the Communist world and under direct attack” is 

ratified by Kennedy. 

October 1962 Operation Ranch Hand swings into action as US Planes began spraying 

herbicides including Agent Orange over South Vietnam in order to destroy the 

dense forests which served as the hideout for the guerrilla fighters of the Viet 

Cong. 

November 1963 Diem’s nepotistic policies continued to 

grow unpopular in South Vietnam and 

he was publicly criticised by President 

Kennedy as well. Military officials led 

by Saigon commander Ton That Dinh, 

implicitly supported by the US, 

launched a coup against Diem and 

overthrew him from his post. 

November 1963 By the time Kennedy was assassinated in the end of 1963, American troop 

numbers in Vietnam had quadrupled from 3205 when he first took office in 

1963 to over 16000. 
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2nd August, 

1964 

 The USS Maddox was attacked by three torpedo boats of the North 

Vietnamese Navy when conducting an intelligence mission in the Gulf of 

Tonkin which was claimed by North Vietnam. President Johnson used this as a 

pretext to ask the US Congress for more military funds to fight the North 

Vietnamese forces in Vietnam. The tension created by the event led to the Gulf 

of Tonkin Resolution which allowed the President to conduct military 

operations without a formal declaration of war. This is also known as the Gulf 

of Tonkin Incident 

January 1965 By early 1965, most of rural south vietnam was under control of the Viet Cong 

that was being backed by the Vietnam People’s Army in the north. 

2nd March, 

1965 

Operation Rolling Thunder was launched. This operation was a series of 

sustained bombings against the North Vietnamese by US Air Force bombers. It 
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was aimed at weakening the transport and industrial infrastructure of the 

North while at the same time deterring the Viet Cong from conducting 

Guerrilla strikes against the south for fear of bombardment. 

November 1965 Johnson calls for US troop levels to be increased from 120,000 to 400,000 in 

order to counter North Vietnamese and Viet Cong forces. During this period, 

the American forces fought their first full fledged battle with the Viet Cong in 

the la Drang valley near the border between Vietnam and Cambodia. 

October 1967 Thousands of protesters gather in New York and Washington to protest 

America’s involvement in Vietnam and call for immediate withdrawal of 

American forces from the war. These protests soon spread to other parts of the 

country. 
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January 30th, 

1968 

The People’s Army and the Viet Cong launched a series of surprise attacks on 

South Vietnamese military machinery late in the night of January 30th. The 

day chosen for this was Tet, which was to be a ceasefire in lieu of the 

Vietnamese 

holiday. This attack 

was spread across 

different American 

military bases in 

the south and was 

the largest military 

offensive conducted 

by either side so 

far. In many of 

these bases, the 

battle ensued for 

months.  

November 1968 American troop levels in Vietnam peak at 535,000. Richard Nixon is elected 

American President. 
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American Involvement in Vietnam  3

Following the Geneva accords in 1954, the American involvement in Vietnam 

increased greatly. The predominant focus of the American government right now is to 

prevent communism from spreading, and due to the wisdom of the Domino theory, if 

one country falls to communism, more countries surrounding it will follow.  

 Furthermore, the American impetus to prevent the spread of communism caused 

the initial strategic and monetary aid to the nationalistic South Vietnam.  The Gulf of 

Tonkin incidents and Tet Offensive have shaken American confidence in the 

government’s ability to win the war in Vietnam. This makes a positive outcome of the 

war even more imperative to build confidence in the new Nixon administration.  

 

Military Strategy 

Guerrilla Warfare 

Initially, the Viet Cong did engage in more formal military battles with South 

Vietnamese forces, with small local guerilla forces consisting of young male recruits. 

However, starting in December of 1965, Ho Chi Minh transitioned from a mixed military 

style to focusing solely on guerilla warfare. The Viet Cong no longer engaged in 

traditional battles unless the odds were very clearly in their favor, and instead began to 

rely on methods of attack and ambush they had learned from the Chinese guerillas.  

The most important infrastructures for the Viet guerillas are safe bases and 

underground tunnels. The bases serve as training grounds and logistical headquarters, 

3 U.S. Department of State. Accessed September 30, 2018. 
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1961-1968/tet. 
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and would all be connected by a series of tunnels running under villages and towns. The 

tunnels not only provides a method of moving under the radar of enemy troops, but also 

allows the Viet Cong to move in and under an village occupied by South Vietnamese 

troops if necessary. No extensive maps of the tunnels currently exist.  

Breaking down the tunnel system is an utmost priority of current troops on the 

ground. Without these tunnels, the Viet Cong will no longer be able to move as 

stealthily. However, many of these tunnels are booby-trapped and hard to access for 

non-Viet Cong troops, so the Joint Forces must proceed strategically to destroy this 

particular infrastructure. Furthermore, the ARVN has not utilized their Special Forces 

division and the aid of the US created Civilian Irregular Defense Groups (CIDGs) to 

employ guerilla warfare of their own. Clearly, a major upheaval in strategy is needed. 

 

Chemical Warfare  4

While chemical weapons 

were used in both World 

War I and World War II, 

the current conflict in 

Vietnam has been 

especially focused on 

chemical warfare. Agent 

4 Biggs, David. "Vietnam: The Chemical War." The New York Times. November 25, 2017. 
Accessed September 30, 2018. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/24/opinion/vietnam-the-chemical-war.html. 
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Orange, a potent combination of herbicides and pesticides is being used on civilian areas 

to poison crops and make it harder for guerilla groups to maintain supply levels. The 

adverse effects of these chemicals on humans are not exactly known, but they are being 

marketed as a “non-lethal” chemical weapon. It seems to be an effective method of 

killing crops, but a report in 1968 was released that indicated that napalm, the main 

ingredient in Agent Orange, was highly toxic to animal fetuses. Furthermore, it is being 

used as a way to create firestorms to burn down enemy camps by dropping barrels and 

having them burst into flames by nearby jet fumes. These attacks are called “combat 

support” drops.  

Internationally, some countries have called out the United States for breaking the 

Geneva Protocols through the usage of of combat support drops. However, the United 

States has continued to engage in these attacks.  

 

International Opinions and Involvement 

Protests in the United States  5

Since the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, major peaceful protests have been breaking 

out all across the United States. In the four years since, they’ve escalated to the extent 

that in 1968, one could find protesters outside the White House around the clock. In 

University campuses, even more peaceful fervor has ignited. Through walk outs, sit ins, 

hunger strikes, and mass protests, the American people - especially the American youth 

- have made it clear that the war in Vietnam has had too many casualties and gone on 

5 Levy, Daniel S. "Behind the Protests Against the Vietnam War in 1968." Time. January 19, 
2018. Accessed September 30, 2018. http://time.com/5106608/protest-1968/. 
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for too long. This is an important consideration especially for the American members of 

the committee, but essential to everyone as the majority of the money and boots on the 

ground come from the United States. The committee will need to consider the optics of 

decisions they make in order to mitigate further protests.  

 

China  6

Due to the fact that both China and North Vietnam are Communist-led, they have 

formed a close relationship in response to Capitalistic aggression. In fact, many of the 

guerilla tactics that the Viet Cong is using were learned from the Chinese guerillas. 

Beyond tactical support, China may be providing other forms of aid, and this committee 

must look into how to prevent further Chinese support. If China becomes too involved in 

this conflict, the chances of victory will become even slimmer. A major objective in this 

conflict is keeping China as uninvolved as possible to cut off methods of Viet Cong aid.  

 

Conclusion 

As stated before, the committee begins on February 1st of 1969. The war is at the 

precipice of change, with a new administration in the United States and the 

reverberations of the Tet Offensive still running around the globe. This committee will 

need to make confident but considerate decisions in order to win this war as soon as 

possible, and improve global public perception of our side of the conflict.  

6 "China Contributed Substantially to Vietnam War Victory, Claims Scholar." Wilson Center. 
July 07, 2011. Accessed September 30, 2018. 
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/china-contributed-substantially-to-vietnam-war-victory-clai
ms-scholar. 
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Questions to Consider 

1. How can the Joint Forces combat the Vietcong's guerrilla tactics? 

2. How can committee increase the global and American popularity of the Vietnam 

campaign? 

3. Are any other surrounding nations in danger of falling to communism and how 

can we mitigate this risk? 

4. How will the new Nixon administration stray from previous actions by the 

Kennedy and Johnson administration? 

 

Helpful Links: 

1. https://www.britannica.com/event/Vietnam-War 

2. https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/26/opinion/what-was-the-vietnam-war-abo

ut.html 

3. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-16568035 

4. https://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war-timeline 
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