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Letter from the Chair/CD: 

 

Dear Delegates: 

 

Welcome to VAMUN 2018 and Wilson Global Systems Simulation, a 6-way JCC that will 

engage you and all the other delegates in a meaningful yet enjoyable experience over this 

weekend. Our names are Huiwon Kang and Wendy Wang, and we will be serving as your Chair 

and Crisis Director for the United Kingdom.  

Huiwon Kang will be your chair for this committee. He is a fourth year taking foreign 

affairs and economics. When he’s not studying, he enjoys spending time listening to music and 

watching movies. Starting from high school, he has enjoyed numerous conferences around the 

the world and is looking forward to his last VAMUN experience. 

Wendy Wang is currently a second year from Shanghai, China. She is studying at College 

of Arts and Sciences and is interested in horror games and psychology. She has been involved in 

MUN since high school and this interest has extended into college, and will be serving as your 

crisis director for VAMUN. She enjoys coffee and books, sometimes a bit too much, and she 

looks forward to this weekend of a challenging and fulfilling committee.  

The United Kingdom is one of the 6 committees in VAMUN’s Wilson Global Systems 

Simulation, interacting with the other 5 to decide the fate of Europe 1913. It will be a unique 

opportunity to communicate as well as cooperate with delegates both in and outside of your own 

committee, and demonstrate your skills of solving emergencies. To prepare for all potential 

possibilities, it might be useful to familiarize with the background guides and dossiers of the rest 

of the committees in order to decide who and how certain packs may be created over the course 

of the conference. 



1913 finds many European countries in a messy state. The two Balkan Wars have left 

painful consequences and confusing alliances, while economic and political competition in 

Europe continues to fuel additional hostility. The United Kingdom, the strongest empire, finds 

itself at the center of change as imperial powers claimer to establish global dominance. Growing 

empires such as Germany pose a critical threat to the United Kingdom with their aggressive 

expansion in naval forces while the United Kingdom itself is witnessing an overall stagnation in 

growth. In an increasingly global world, the Great Powers are fighting for their own visions of 

how the world should be divided. History cannot be re-written, but it can be changed in this 

committee. The future of the United Kingdom as well as Europe rests in your hands. Good luck 

and we hope you find this experience as rewarding and enjoyable as we do preparing it. 

If you have any questions regarding the committee, UVA and anything in general, please 

feel free to reach out to us! 

Chair: Huiwon Kang hk6kk@virginia.edu  ; Crisis Director: Wendy Wang xw4ep@virginia.edu 

 

Committee Overview 

 

This committee is a historical simulation of the United Kingdom in late July, 1913. As 

part of the Wilson Global Systems Simulation, this committee is part of a 6-way joint crisis 

committee, interacting with 5 other committees on the same issue. As a delegate, you may 

expect specific crisis updates as well as shared updates that might involve multiple committees. 

Additionally, this allows interactions between delegates across different committees, providing 

an excellent opportunity for creative alliances, negotiations, and even betrayals if necessary.  

Early 20th century has inherited the blessings of 19th century development, along with 

the hidden turmoils. Ever since the Second Industrial Revolution in 1870s, vast empires across 
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the globe are established driven by this unearthed energy, and European countries have hence 

moved into the Age of New Imperialism*1. Yet, this new-found power in turn creates greater 

conflicts of interest as empires all struggle to get their share of wealth, and more importantly, 

dominance. Though the Balkan Wars are mainly focused in southeastern Europe, they 

foreshadow an ominous future of the entire Europe. In late June 1913, peace has not yet arrived 

in the Balkan region as west European powers stoop to intervene.  

For the United Kingdom, this is an era full of dire challenges, but also an age of potential 

expansions. Facing both domestic and international political turbulence, the United Kingdom 

struggles to find a solution to preserve and reinforce its status as the most powerful empire in 

the world. With old rivals such as France and Russia as well as new competitors like Germany 

now threatening to overtake its authority, the United Kingdom needs to make careful choices to 

ensure its share at the turn of the century. Worst still, contradicting predictions and flourishing 

assortments of political ideals leave those in power lost in the chaos. War or peace? 

Conservatism or liberalism? Union or Cessation? The Sun never sets on the British empire, but 

now it shines on a country veiled by uncertainty, but of course, glistening with opportunities at 

the same time. 

 

History 

 

The Powerful Empire 

This was the apex of British expansion and growth, and the Sun never sets on British soil. 

Starting from the late 16th century, the United Kingdom had incorporated global dominions, 

trade posts and colonies under its wings to form a most powerful British Empire. With its 

unmatched naval forces and industrial advances, the United Kingdom is undoubtedly a 



dominant global power for over a century, unrivaled by its long-time opponent, France. By 1913, 

the United Kingdom had a population of over 412 million including its various dominions and 

colonies, which accounted for 23% of the world population . In terms of economy and politics, 1

the United Kingdom was a step ahead many other peers. 

From an economic perspective, the United Kingdom benefited from the combination of 

factors providing fertile soil during the late nineteenth century. At the forefront of the first and 

second Industrial Revolution, the British took advantage of the rapid industrial expansion fueled 

by the technological breakthroughs. The cotton industry was a perfect example of such success, 

and many other manufacturing giants grew in this era. Products were pumped out of factories at 

a price more affordable and at a rate quicker than any other period prior to this era, creating an 

excellent commercial market. Advances in transportation, including trains and better 

commercial vessels also drove the growth of international trade and the introduction of foreign 

competitors into every European country. By late nineteenth century and well into 20th century, 

London had become a financial hub of vital importance to not only the United Kingdom, but the 

continent as a whole. In one article of the Economist, during 1913, “a bill on London is a form of 

international currency” . 2

Despite the proliferation of townspeople and industrial giants from these improvements, 

the peasantry and gentry were experiencing a relative slump in economy, a “depression” in the 

early 1890s. Faced with foreign competitors and an overproduction of goods, food prices were 

driven down, forcing many farmers out of business. However, the United Kingdom in 19th and 

20th century never saw the horrendous consequences of later depressions: instead, the transition 

was comparatively smooth with continuous prosperity in the small towns. The reason lied in the 

reign of gold standard in Europe. As Norman Stone points out in his analysis of late 19th century 

1 Maddison, Angus. The World Economy: A Millennial Perspective,242 
2  



Europe, “money supply is a vital element” for the shift from agricultural society to an industrial 

on . Although this system hindered efficient methods of trade protectionism, it actually ensured 3

a relatively stable economy and fiscal system  as the international monetary system stayed firm 4

and intact. The excess labor and production were gradually directed into new productions and 

goods, with lower price and better quality overall.  This improvement in economic conditions 5

also stimulated the service industry and education. 

However, this was also not the best period for the United Kingdom as the prosperity was 

enveloped in increasing social challenges. With rising sentiments for liberalism and nationalist 

mentality, the United Kingdom needed to adopt new measures to ensure efficient governing. 

Due to ineffective policies regarding social welfare, the liberals were voted majority by the 

dissatisfied workers, beginning the ministry of a liberal government in 1905. First led by Henry 

Campbell-Bannerman and then handed to H. H. Asquith, the British liberal government laid an 

important foundation for many social welfare and labor rights legislations. One of the most 

groundbreaking policy during this period was the Parliament Act of 1911 which removed the veto 

rights of the House of Lords, thus rendering it possible to directly impose new legislations 

through the House of Commons, dominated by liberals. However, political challenges were still 

quite prominent as even the liberal politicians varied in the degree of social reforms they 

deemed necessary. From the more radical liberalists such as David Lloyd George to rather 

conservative ones like John Morley, there were great disputes in every aspect of potential 

policies. On the other hand, many discontents were not appeased by existing legislations. 

Regional militant groups, social advocacy organizations and stronger unions were all 

threatening the unity and peace on British homeland. 

3 Stone, Norman. Europe Transformed, 1878-1919. Oxford: Blackwell, 2004, 36 
4 Stone, 36 
5 Stone, 37 



The international environment surrounding the United Kingdom in 1913 was, in 

contrast, enveloped in a sense of uncertainty and confusion. Historically, the United Kingdom 

had a prolonged rivalry against France in the Anglo-French War of 1778 to 1783. After the 

industrial revolution, more national states sprang up in Europe and new, strong opponents 

entered the arena, raising fear and concerns in the United 

Kingdom. Germany, in particular, had shown ambitious 

attempts at grasping world power and their growth in military. 

Beneath the shared prosperity among the Great Powers in 

Europe, tensions existed despite few military encounters. Yet, 

the uneasy balance between peace and war never escalated and 

was not considered dire prior to the conflicts of the Balkan Wars. 

All descended from Queen Victoria, United Kingdom, Germany 

and Russia kinship shared the royal European blood and 

“personified the European family of nations” . In mid May 6

1913, the three cousins actually gathered for a royal wedding in 

celebration of “unprecedented prosperity and gaiety” . There 7

were little suspicions of war due to such strong ties and many only predicted short-term 

conflicts even in the case of one. 

Questions remained whether all countries were complacent with peace, but western 

Europe maintained relative stability due to a shared cautiousness among the most powerful 

nations. War efforts cost money, troops and valuable time that those kept away from military 

confrontations might spend strengthen themselves. This didn’t guarantee peace, however, as 

6 Emmerson, Charles. 1913: In Search of the World before the Great War. New York, NY: Public Affairs, 2014,10 
 
7 Emmerson, 11 



conflicts for power occurred elsewhere, on global territories now all powers wished to claim as 

their own. Unlike sparse military involvement on the continent, the United Kingdom had waged 

several war efforts in its colonies to counter local unrest and other foreign invasions, particularly 

during the “Rush to Africa”. The beginning of 19th century saw this new wave of imperialism 

focused in Africa and Asia compared with the more traditional colonies in the Americas. One of 

the most important wars during this period was the Boer War of 1899 to 1902, fought between 

the United Kingdom, the South African Republic and the Orange Free State. Shock at the blood 

and treasure lost at this war, many began to sense the urgency of imperial renovation . The 8

original quest of civilization was largely questioned as financial profits were brought into the 

spotlight. Growth of nationalist mentality, the expansion of international trade in the colonies as 

well as the sheer size of the empire had proven that the old motherland tie was not strong 

enough in appeasing locals. To maintain its status as the strongest empire in the world, the 

United Kingdom must provide creative solutions to these issues while keeping up with 

expansions of other European states for continuous dominance over its rivals. 

The Balkan Wars had more indirect influences on the United Kingdom rather than a 

direct military impact, which will be explored in more details below. Yet, this military 

confrontation definitely sparked the accumulating hostility and provided a chance and excuse 

for the Great Powers to impose a new world order as they saw fit. The Ottoman Empire was 

weak and on the edge of collapsing, leaving a vacuum of power and population to be taken. 

Though it was geographically quite insensible for United Kingdom to directly intervene, British 

rivals, especially Russia and Austria-Hungary, would be dramatically strengthened in case their 

allies gain control of the most militarily significant regions on the Balkan Peninsula. This fear 

8 Emmerson, 432 



provided ample reasons for the United Kingdom to mitigate the ongoing crisis and in turn, 

protect its own interests. 

 

The Balkan Wars: 

The Balkan Wars of 1912 – 1913 signify an era when Europe is consumed in increasing 

nationalist mentalities and military conflicts . Inspired by other establishments of nation 9

countries in Europe, such as Italy and Germany, the Balkan people launched a concentrated 

effort at establishing their own national states. Involving countries such as Ottoman Empire, 

Serbia, Greece and many others in the region, the Balkan Wars enveloped not only the Balkan 

Peninsula but also the rest of Europe with chaos and instability. 

The first Balkan War officially began in October 1912, yet the roots of this bloody series 

of conflicts can be traced back to 1911. An indirect aftermath of the Turk-Italian War in 1911 

combined with the Young Turk Revolution, the first Balkan War arises from emboldened Balkan 

countries against the Ottoman Empire. From late 1911 to early 1912, Greece, Bulgaria, Serbia 

and Montenegro signed several secret treaties amongst themselves to form what is later known 

as the Balkan League, aimed at wrestling European territories from the Ottoman Empire and 

form stronger nationalist states. The first of these 

mutual alliance treaties was signed in March, 1912, 

between Bulgaria and Serbia under Russian support. 

There were two main clauses in this treaty, which also 

pertained to the rest of these secret alliances prior to 

the outbreak of war. The two contracting parties first 

pledged to create a protective alliance, to “succor one 

9 Hall, Richard C. The Balkan Wars 1912-1913: Prelude to the First World War. Routledge, 2010.Preface ix 



another with their entire forces in the event of one of them being attacked by one or more 

States” . In addition, the treaty provided grounds for a “secret annex” against potential war with 10

Turkey, supposedly to protect either interests and the status quo in the Balkan Peninsula. The 

Czar, representing Russian interests, was the arbitrator in case of other issues. Similar 

negotiations took place and treaties were signed between the rest of the countries, though 

without such strong Russian presence. By spring 1912, political alliance between the four 

countries was accomplished and subsequently the allies resolved to military conventions, which 

concluded by October 1912, the beginning of the First Balkan War. 

Compared with the Second Balkan War, the alliances and purpose of the First Balkan 

War are much less complicated. Nationalism emboldened the Balkan people to aim at 

re-establishing their medieval empires, separate from Turkish conquerors. This aspiration, 

however, later resulted in serious consequences. After all preparations were complete, the 

Bulgarians first proposed to the Ottoman Empire of an autonomous Macedonia, a highly 

controversial European province, which the Empire blatantly refused. Upon this refusal, the 

Balkan League advanced militarily. On October 8 th, 1912, Montenegro launched the first attack 

on Ottoman positions. 6 days later, Greece also signaled its intention of war against the Ottoman 

Empire and on October 16th, the Ottoman Empire officially declared war against the Balkan 

League countries. 

Facing well-prepared opponents, the Ottoman Empire suffered a tremendous defeat, 

losing much land to the Balkan League until November 1912. A series of glorious victories 

secured Bulgarian troops 20 miles away from Constantinople near Chataldzha, whereas the 

Turks set their final fortifications outside their capital. Even European Powers have prepared for 

the fall of Constantinople, sending a united fleet including some British forces to protect 

10 Anderson, Frank Maloy. Handbook for the Diplomatic History of Europe, Asia, and Africa, 
1870-1914,423 



Christian civilians in terms of potential violence . Despite prior failures, Turkish resistance was 11

exceptionally unswayable, and a stalemate ensued. On yet a different front, the Serbian, Greek 

and Montenegrin armies made great progress. Under the very unfavorable circumstances, the 

Ottoman Empire requested an armistice through Russia for a final gasp of air. Sensing a 

potential escalation of war to the entire European continent, the Great Powers including Britain, 

France, Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Russia stepped in as mediators. 

Following the armistice between Bulgaria and Ottoman Empire over Chaltadzha, London 

took over the diplomatic arena . The most important conference it held is termed as “Reunion 12

of the Ambassadors of the Six Great Powers, signatories of the Treaty of Berlin”. Beginning on 

December 7 th, 1912, diplomats of the Great Powers assembled under the leadership of Sir 

Edward Grey to resolve the military conflicts and aftermath of the First Balkan War . Both 13

countries with direct interest in the Balkan Peninsula (Austria-Hungary, Italy and Russia) and 

those that were less influenced looked on attentively, as this was also the chance to scratch the 

old rules impose their own versions of world order. 

Interestingly, this success bred diverging sentiments among the allies. The most 

controversial regions during this negotiation were 

Adrianople and Macedonia. As mentioned before, 

Balkan nationalism was an important source of 

war mentality, and here it had created serious 

issues as these nationalis entities actually 

overlapped geographically. For example, Bulgaria 

had demanded control of Macedonia as part of its 

11 Hall, Richard C. The Balkan Wars 1912-1913: Prelude to the First World War ,33 
12 Hall, 70 
13 Hall, 71 



alliance treaty with Serbia. However, during the course of war, it was Serbian troops that carried 

out military advances in this region and had a predominant military presence compared with 

Bulgaria. Having shed Serbian blood for victory, Serbia refused to hand over their prize. Similar 

issues sprang regarding the rights to Adrianople: the population structure, the military 

significance, as well as troop mobilization after the first Balkan War all complicated the issues. 

In the end, Bulgaria was left isolated without earning the land or power despite its military 

efforts and threatened to be amputated by its former allies. It denounced the armistice, and war 

resumed on February 3rd, 1913 on a smaller scale, involving Adrianople, Janina, Scutari and 

eastern extremities of Thrace . 14

Eventually, the First Balkan War concluded in April, 1913, but the problems were far 

from over, especially for the Bulgarians. The situation was becoming desperate. A new player 

entered the arena, Romania, and the Great Powers were in favor of attaining its loyalty at the 

expense of Bulgarian interests. Pressured by the lack of true allies and the aftermath of an 

extremely exhausting period of military conflict, Bulgaria resorted to take matters in their own 

hands . On June 29th, Bulgaria launched an attack on Serbian positions, unleashing the 15

explosion of hostility. Nations battling for Macedonia eagerly confronted the new war, while 

onlookers capable of stopping this avalanche of conflicts refrained from engagement. The Great 

Powers observed these escalations of military tension with two potential views: dangers, yes, and 

a myriad of opportunities for more direct interventions and carving up the globe. 

 

Analysis 

Aftermath of the Balkan Wars and What Comes Next 

14 Hall, 72 
15 Hall, 97 



 The end of the Second Balkan War and negotiations to a treaty revealed crucial political 

elements. One of which was the German interest in expanding its influence and becoming a 

large power. From 1890 onwards, Emperor Wilhelm II has tried to capture any existing 

opportunities to expand its markets abroad through colonies.  Germany has attempted to seize 16

French Congo in exchange for putting down the rebellions in the second Moroccan Crisis in 1911. 

This rise in new power is a threat to UK’s role, especially its presence overseas. 

Germany also seemed to be testing the alliances and forming one of its own. During the 

First Moroccan Crisis in 1905, Germany wanted the UK to leave its alliance with France. Then 

during the First Balkan War in 1909, Germany backs Austria who has been reaching out to 

Russia. Therefore, UK’s alliance with France seems to be matched with Germany’s alliance with 

Austria and this power balance might shift anytime. Keeping in mind the long policy of 

balancing power in Europe, these attempts to shift alliances can ignite power struggle among 

countries. 

 Growing nationalism is another concern UK has; nationalism has spread in the Balkan 

area and has caused several countries to revolt against the great power s. Although the Balkan 17

nationalistic movement does not directly impact the UK, the government has to keep in mind 

the possible repercussions. UK is also experiencing riots of nationalistic movements by the Irish 

people. Further discontent by the Irish can lead to major local battle that UK cannot afford right 

now. Also nationalism spreading to its colonies can be detrimental as UK needs its large markets 

abroad to support its cheap import of raw materials. 

 The Balkan War was an important signal that the Ottoman Empire is dying. Hinting that 

the large empire might soon collapse raises various concerns in the aftermath of its dissolution. 

16 Wells, Mike. History for the Ib Diploma: Causes, Practices and Effects of Wars . Cambridge University Press, 
2011. 
17 Glenny, Misha. The Balkans Nationalism, War, and the Great Powers, 1804-2011. Penguin Books, 2012. 



The power balance will be broken and the region will be swept with uncertainty. This is a 

situation UK or many of the European countries cannot afford. 

 Although UK was not directly involved in the Balkan conflicts, the results will have 

consequences to various aspects of the country. Therefore, it will be important to predict how 

the Balkan conflict will be put to an end and how countries will act afterwards. 

  

Military - Naval Superiority and Secure Trade Routes 

 The UK has always been proud of its military. Its presence overseas proves that its naval 

force cannot be matched with. This meant that the UK could successfully conquer undeveloped 

countries, establish markets around the globe, and secure trade routes.  Also, being an island, 18

the UK could not be successfully invaded without going through its powerful navy; if the navy 

does its job and keeps everyone away, the troops on land do not have to fight. Therefore, its 

naval force is its core source of power and pride in the military. 

 
Picture of the German HMS Dreadnought 

Source: https://www.thoughtco.com/world-war-i-hms-dreadnought-2360908 

18 Maurer, John H. “Arms Control and the Anglo-German Naval Race before World War I: Lessons for Today?” 
Political Science Quarterly, vol. 112, no. 2, 1997, p. 285., doi:10.2307/2657942. 
 



  

When Germany began pursuing its establishment of a powerful navy, it threatened the 

UK significantly. Germany’s establishment of the HMS Dreadnought in 1906 signaled 

Germany’s full investment in its navy against the Royal Navy. Starting from the early 20th 

century, Germany passed numerous bills to increase their number of warships. Initially the UK 

government did not regard this seriously since they doubted any force can match their mighty 

army, but when the number of German ship production became significant, it finally caught the 

attention of the UK. 

UK also started its mass production of dreadnoughts, and a race towards the top began. 

Despite the extremely costly bills to match Germany’s production, the UK government could not 

give up its naval superiority. Not only did this mean losing the pride of being the naval 

superpower, it also meant threats to its trade routes and overseas colonies. It was only when 

German conceded in 1912 that the tension between Germany and the UK eased, but its attempt 

to overthrow the Royal Navy will never be forgotten. There are also issues of following the treaty 

to reduce the ship production by the ratio of three to two but the agreement did not restrict the 

quality of ships and mobilization. 

  

Economy - Colonies and Domestic Issues 

 The UK had one of the greatest economic and military powers. They quickly conquered 

and absorbed almost a quarter of global markets in various colonies, providing them 

opportunities to export their industrial production while providing for the natural materials 

needed at a cheap cost.  Using this system, UK was able to quickly industrialize and strengthen 19

its economy. 

19 “Great Britain before World War I.” Weimar Republic, 15 Dec. 2015. 



 
Map outlining UK colonies in 1901 

Source: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2143618/Sun-sets-museum-dedicated- 
British-Empire-nations-dislike-colonial-past.html 

  
 However, its economic superiority did not continue forever; it has experienced decline in 

its economic power and wealth over the couple of years . Although its dominance in overseas 20

matters were prominent, the growth of its GDP were caught up by rivals such as the US and 

Germany. This meant that the tension between countries were rising as they fought to keep their 

colonies and military presence. As Germany developed, they realized they too need a market 

source overseas that provides natural resources in exchange for manufactured goods. However, 

seeing that most opportunities were already taken, Germany either had to take someone else’s or 

give up its economy. Therefore, this simultaneous rise and fall of countries posed a greater 

threat to UK’s economy. 

The UK no longer pursued its “Splendid Isolation” policy and began intervening in 

international affairs. This meant that the UK actively sought international opportunities and 

invested abroad. Almost doubling foreign investments means high returns but also high stakes 

20 Kitson, Michael, and Jonathan Michie. “The De-Industrial Revolution: the Rise and Fall of UK Manufacturing, 
1870–2010.” The Cambridge Economic History of Modern Britain, 2014, pp. 302–329. 



of losing control. With decreasing GDP growth, UK had to be desperate to keep its colonies while 

preys were lurking for an opportunity to cease it. Therefore, the long history of trying to 

maintain the balance of power in Europe became shaking as new players came into play and 

power began to shift. 

The growth of rival economies also meant repercussions in military and trade. As 

mentioned above, the UK seized its trade routes through its superior vessels and navy, allowing 

them to travel long distances safely. However, the rise of the German economy directly 

threatened the UK’s maritime dominance. UK had no choice but to match the spending of 

Germany and increase its military costs. The Anglo-German Arms Race came with very costly 

national spending that had severe domestic consequences. The fact that the UK had to increase 

its military spending meant less money for its domestic policies and foreign investments. 

Therefore, in attempt to save its economy and military, it created domestic issues. 

 
Picture of the life in UK factories during the 20th Century 

Source: https://www.wpr.org/historian-industrial-revolution-gave-us-lunch-we-know-it 

  



One domestic consequence of its decline in economy was the labor crisis in the UK. The 

industrial revolution allowed quick production through machinery and efficient distribution of 

products . The invention of the steam engine fueled UK’s efficient transportation methods 21

abroad and in delivery of the raw materials. However, life at these factories were far from 

glorious. With the lack of safety provisions, health benefits, insurances, and government 

regulations, labor extraction were common and workers had to suffer from inhumane working 

environments . These discontents grew and more laborers were demanding that their 22

workplace to accommodate for the needs of the workers. However, with the declining economy, 

its increase in military spending, and its priority to maintain is balance of power set aside the 

needs of the domestic workers. 

 
Drawing of a white man watching his slaves work on a plantation 

Source: http://abolition.e2bn.org/slavery_69.html 
  

Alongside domestic workers, the life at the colonies also suffered. With the purpose of 

extracting natural resources at a cheap cost, slavery and forced labor were commonly used.  23

21 Wells, Mike. History for the Ib Diploma: Causes, Practices and Effects of Wars . Cambridge University Press, 
2011. 
22 Griffin, Emma. Libertys Dawn - a Peoples History of the Industrial Revolution. Yale University Press, 2014. 
23 OpenStax. “An Empire of Slavery and the Consumer Revolution.” OpenStax CNX, 2018 



Seeing these natives as unequal, the government felt no need to take care of the health or safety 

issues. Furthermore, the government would often appoint locals in charge of these plantations 

and mines creating a new elite class in the society. Clash between the locals and these 

newcomers were inevitable, fueling the hate towards the UK and riots towards independence. 

Seeing the nationalism spread in the Balkan areas, the government is surely concerned about 

maintaining its colonies in good condition both from external forces as well as internal collapse. 

Therefore, UK was dealing with both international and domestic economic issues while foreign 

political enemies were starting to rise. 

 

 Internal Political Challenges: 

Apart from international and economic issues, Asquith’s liberal government was also 

facing a series of internal political challenges, ranging from social rights movements to potential 

cessions. However, these challenges weren’t necessarily negative in their own right and some 

can be deemed as important milestones for future development. Despite much progress, 

women’s suffrage was a critical topic on the political arena, blocked by leading politicians in the 

Parliament. Advocates of this cause had formed independent political groups including 

Women’s Social and Political Union and gradually resorted to militancy, which can also be a 

source of public discontent. 

One of the most prevalent struggles the United Kingdom faced was the conflict between 

parties. During Asquith’s terms, the United Kingdom is led by a liberal government which 

implemented several crucial reform programs, including social insurance, pension, and basic 

welfare. Most of these measures were strongly resisted by the conservative party, which 

dominated the House of Lords. Though the veto power of the House of Lords had been 

abolished, the government faced oppositions toward major policy creations, especially over tariff 



reforms. This specific issue has a lasting effect that might also influence many other aspects of 

the United Kingdom, including financial stability and international relations. Besides the 

liberals and the conservatives, communist parties were also becoming more popular, especially 

among the working class, who had suffered from poor working conditions and labor 

exploitations and demanded their voices heard. This is quite significant because although the 

liberals had secured the majority of the government, conservatives still held power to blockade 

many important governmental decisions.  

Furthermore, the Irish Home Rule issue had been brought back to the table. The 

introduction of Third Home Rule Act in 1912 sparked a tide of opposition that had thereon 

sprang into the Home Rule Crisis, a political and military confrontation. Ulster Unionists 

opposing self-governance formed a para-militant group called the Ulster Volunteers . Led by 24

Edward Carson, members of Ulster Volunteers took an open military stance against the Bill, 

parading with wooden rifles in hand. In 1912 with a pending possibility of home rule granted by 

the Parliament, almost half a million Irish citizens signed the Solemn League and Covenant, a 

document of Scottish military traditions, to disobey any future Home Rule government. In 

response, nationalists formed their own coalition protecting what they deemed to be their rights 

called the Irish National Volunteers. Tension was extremely high and provocation of any sort 

might lead to a serious military confrontation.  

All of these political unrests were potential signs of violent riots on Great Britain which 

would drain important resources and financial reserve to tackle, rendering international military 

interventions riskier. 

 

 

24 Gascoigne, Bamber, www.historyworld.com 



Competition - International Balance or Struggle for Global Power 

 The balance of power maintained Europe lack of a single super power, ensuring that both 

alliances will not attack each other at the cost of destroying almost everything they have. 

However, by 1913, power dynamics were shifting and the interests of countries were rising above 

the need to balance powers. 

 The Ottoman Empire, the Sick Man of Europe, suffers from various problems marking 

the country to its demise. The corrupt and ineffective regime could not solve its foreign debt 

problem alongside its local political discontent.  As the Balkan Wars had shown, regions with 25

nationalistic views were calling for independence and the Ottoman Empire could not handle this 

issue . Watching the Ottoman Empire collapse, raises concerns about the region’s future; major 26

powers might try to take control of the power void in the area, others might try to prevent its 

death in order to maintain the power balance. 

Considering the current power distributions of the Balkan region, British interest lied 

not much on the actual political dominance of the Balkan Peninsula but prevention of potential 

rivals from gaining too much power to fill in the Ottoman void. Russia and Austria-Hungary 

were eager to take over the region. Compared with the countries at war such as Bulgaria and 

Serbia, these two major competitors need to be carefully considered as the United Kingdom lay 

out its plans to secure its own authorities and protect potential allies. This particular challenge 

and political decisions must be made combining information from all aspects of potential threat 

mentioned above. 

 

25 Wells, Mike. History for the Ib Diploma: Causes, Practices and Effects of Wars . Cambridge University Press, 
2011. 
 
26 Hall, Richard C. The Balkan Wars 1912-1913: Prelude to the First World War. Routledge, 2010. 



Conclusion 

 

Overall, early 20th century is a time full of challenges for the United Kingdom. Faced 

with a myriad of drastic changes domestically and globally, Asquith’s cabinet is thus entrusted 

with the crucial duties of maintaining British dominance in the new century. Catalyzed by the 

Balkan Wars, the tension among the Great Powers in Europe had escalated to a very dangerous 

level, though few predicts a full-scale war in western Europe. This background guide covers only 

some useful information about the situation you as delegates face, and in the resource sections 

more possible resources are available for further inquiry into this subject. By all means, the 

United Kingdom has no intention of lowering its presence in the international arena and sees 

itself still as the strongest player in this age of new imperialism. It will be your duties, then, to 

decipher what is the best course of action and carry it out by all means granted by your powers. 

 

Questions to Consider 

 

1. What are the direct and indirect consequences of the Balkan Wars in relation to the 

United Kingdom? How do these interact with other issues the United Kingdom face in 

18th century? 

2. What or who are the greatest threats to the United Kingdom? 

3. Should there be an alliance to protect British interests across the globe? Would it be 

military or political? How would you secure such an alliance, if necessary, without 

hurting British interests? 

4. Considering both domestic and international situations, how should the United Kingdom 

respond to potential conflicts on European soil? 



5. Should the United Kingdom show open hostility, stay neutral, or avoid war at all cost? 

Are there other means to ensure UK dominance and global expansion? 

 

Research suggestions 

 

United Kingdom, on Encyclopedia Britannica 

British History , on BBC 

Changes in Europe Across the Twentieth Century , by Larry Slawson 

Europe Before WWI 1895 - 1914, on Princeton University Press 

Europe before 1914, by David Stevenson 
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