


  
1.       Boris Leonidovich Pasternak 

Pasternak was born in 1890 in Moscow and rose to fame after writing positive poetry about the 

revolution in 1917. Throughout the 1920s his support of the regime was mixed, and in 1934 he 

was named the Premier Soviet Poet at the First Congress of Soviet Writers. His refusal to 

support the show trials of intellectuals during the Great Terror led to his repression, where he 

made a living translating works. His greatest masterpiece is Dr. Zhivago, (1957) in which a 

physician and poet navigates Russia from 1905-1928 . It discusses the clash between 

individualism and collectivism during the establishment of the Soviet Union. He got it out to 

Italy, where it was published and earned him the nobel prize, which he turned down due to 

criticism and exclusion in his home country. He has many friends within dissident literary 

circles in the USSR and wants to be a leading force to unite them. 

  

2.      Aleksandr Isayevich Solzhenitsyn 

Solzhenitsyn is one of the most influential Russian dissidents of the 20th century. He was 

arrested in 1945 after writing a letter that criticized Stalin and spent eight years in the gulag 

system. After his release he wrote his most famous book One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich 

which was based on his own experiences in a labor camp. It was allowed to be published in the 

Soviet Union due to the temporary cultural thaw in 1962, and inspired a discussion of Stalinist 

repression and an outpouring of similar works. He rejected western ideology--both Marxist and 

liberal, and advocated for a return to a conservative government that celebrated the uniqueness 

of Slavic culture and the Orthodox Church. 

  

3.      Yuli Daniel 



Daniel grew up in Moscow and fought in World War II before becoming a writer. He published 

short stories and novellas that he smuggled to France, often using the pseudonyms Nikolay 

Arzhak and Yu Petriv. He is interested in preventing another cult of personality from forming 

around Khrushchev. With this in mind, Daniel wrote This is Moscow Speaking, a short satire 

that criticized Stalin’s use of terror. It was used as evidence in a famous show trial of him and his 

friend Andrei Sinyavsky in 1965. He was sentenced to five years hard labor, and this outraged 

fellow authors, influencing the dissident movement that followed. 

  

4.    Andrei Donatovich Sinyavksi 

Sinyavski was a student of Pasternak and a writer who is not afraid to confront the hypocrisy of 

the Soviet system. He was arrested along with Yuli Daniel, and sentenced to seven years of hard 

labor for publishing The Trial Begins in 1959 in France, a discussion of the dire effects of living 

under a totalitarian society. This show trial marked the end of a relative cultural thaw, and the 

backlash from soviet authors led to the emergence of a renewed dissident movement in 1966. If 

he could have helped introduce greater cultural change in 1953 it is possible he could avoid this 

fate.  He was allowed to immigrate to France after his release, where he contributed to radio 

liberty and wrote his autobiography. 

  
5.   Vladimir Semyonovich Vysotskii 

Vysotskii is one of the most influential singers of all time in Russia, continuing to influence 

artists today. He grew up in Moscow and East Germany, and was influenced both by Okudzhava, 

whom he met while at University, and Andrei Sinyavsky, who was one of his teachers. While 

officially he began as a film star, he also distributes songs in the ‘magnizidat’ method and 

performs unofficial concerts since he is banned from publicly performing. He has written over 



600 songs about a myriad of subjects, but overall he is known as being the voice of 

honesty--making fun of the soviets, de-glorifying war, or using the slang that criminals 

developed in the Gulag. Despite being a target for prosecution, he was never sent to camps, and 

a million showed up to his funeral without permission to pay their respects. 

  
6.    Vladimir Semyonovich Vysotskii  

Galich is a pen name that is an abbreviation for Ginzburg A leksandr Arkadeivich. He is best 

known as a musician who writes songs criticizing the regime and its hypocrisy. Two of his most 

political pieces, “Night Watch” and “Satire”, use satire to warn against the use of terror and the 

cult of personality. His music is censored, so it spreads through magnitizdat, and became 

popular in the underground scene that emerged in the 1960s, and as a result in 1971 he was 

expelled from the Soviet Writers Union and forced to emigrate out of the USSR. 

  

7.    Bulat Shalvovich Okudzhava 

Okudzhava is a poet and one of the most well-known musicians of the 20th century. He is 

Georgian, and his father was a party boss who was executed in the 1937 purges, arguably 

influencing his view towards the state. He is not officially recognized, but spreads his music 

through magnizidat and became popular both in and outside the Soviet Union. His music is not 

as overtly political as Galich’s, many are not political at all, and they deal with the individual or 

internal life separate from the Soviet collective. Because of this, he is interested in reviving the 

creation of art for art’s sake, not just for political propaganda. 

  

8.   Alexander Ilyich Ginzburg 



Ginzburg is a poet and dissident who advocates for human rights and the rule of law in the 

USSR. He isthe editor of the samizdat poetry almanac Phoenix. He documented the 

Sinyavsky-Daniel Trial (See Yuli Daniel) and was arrested and sentenced to five years of hard 

labor for his part in smuggling this documentation, called The White Book, to the west. He often 

works with Solzhenitsyn, and he was a founding member of the Moscow Helsinki Group in 1976, 

which monitored and compiled human rights abuses in the USSR. 

  

9.    Yuri Timofeyevich Galanskov 

Galanskov is a dissident who began his career writing poetry directly critical of the government, 

and in 1953 is the editor of the samizdat anthology The Phoenix along with Ginzburg. He also 

helped Ginzburg document the Daniel-Sinyavski Trial (See Yuli Daniel) in The White Book, 
smuggled to the west. His second edition of poetry The Phoenix ’66 was grounds for his arrest by 

the KGB and he was sentenced to seven years of hard labor. He died in a labor camp in Moldova, 

but not before getting a letter out to his family the described the inhumane conditions he was 

subjected to. 

  
10. Václav Havel 

Havel was born in Prague in 1936 and works as a playwright, but he also has an interest in 

politics. His most famous plays, The Garden Party and Memorandum used absurdism to 

critique communism and won international acclaim. However, after his partition in the Prague 

Spring in 1968, his plays were banned and he had to use samizdat to circulate his new works. He 

shifted to a more political focus, and as a result spent several years in prison in the 1970s. In 

1989, he became the President of Czechoslovakia and then the first President of the Czech 

Republic in 1993. He was an advocate for humanism, direct democracy, and civil activism. 



  

11.  Varlam Tikhonovich Shamalov 

Shamalov is a dissident and a poet, who was sent to labor camps in 1929 for his part in 

circulating Lenin’s letter to the party that warned against Stalin. He wrote his first short story 

“The Three deaths of Doctor Austino” after his release in 1936. He was again arrested during the 

Great Terror and spent the next fifteen years in various camps, where he was able to spend some 

time writing poetry. Since his release in 1951, he has wanted to get the truth about the labor 

camps out to the public. He writes for the literary journal Moskva and is working on his most 

influential book “Kolyma Tales” about his time in the labor camps, which was smuggled abroad 

and published in 1966, as well as distributed by samizdat in the USSR.  

  

12.   Lydia Korneyevna Chukovskaya 

Chukovskaya grew up in St. Petersburg, but did not show initial political activism, instead taking 

a job at a state publishing house in 1927. Her publishing house was seen as “too bourguoie” in 

the 1937 Great Terror, and as a result many of her colleagues were arrested. Her husband was 

arrested on false charges and executed at this time as well. In 1939, she wrote her most famous 

novel about her experiences called called “Sofia Petrovna” which was circulated via samizdat a 

decade later. It was also leaked to Paris where it was published and renamed “The Deserted 

House”. She is continuing to build her reputation as a respected literary figure with the west, 

and uses this position to advocate for dissidents Brodsky, Solzhenitsyn, and Sakharov. 

  

13.   Anna Akhmatova 

Anna Andreevna Gorenko is the real name of Akhmatova, a poet and prose writer who lived 

through both pre-revolutionary and post-revolutionary Russia. Of aristocratic blood, her poems 



capture the beauty of her past life and the sadness of her current life. Despite hardship, she is 

determined to stay in her homeland, even though her works were banned from 1925-1940. 

Between 1935 and 1940 she wrote Requiem as a tribute to victims of terror (which included her 

son), by whispering it line by line to her friends who then committed it to memory and wrote it 

down later. She continues to work on poetry and face opposition from Stalin, but her friendship 

with other writers like Chukovskaya helped her to maintain popular appeal with the general 

public, which she can use to help less popular dissidents. 

  

14.   Nadezhda Yakovlevna Mandelstam 

Mandelstam is a writer who has spent much of her adult life hiding from soviet authorities until 

her rehabilitation under Khrushchev during his de-Stalinization efforts. Her self-imposed exile 

came after her husband Osip Mandelstam, who wrote poems critical of Stalin, was arrested in 

1938 and died in a transit camp. She has dedicated her life to reproducing his poems and 

distributing them, and to writing her autobiographical masterpieces Hope against Hope and 

Hope Abandoned, published in the west in the 1970s. 

  

15.  Vladimir Dimitrievich Dudinstev 

Dudinstev is a Ukrainian-born writer whose father was a white officer executed by the 

Bolsheviks. He fought in the second world war and then became a journalist. While doing this he 

was inspired by the inefficiencies and hypocrisy of the economic and bureaucratic soviet system, 

leading to his most famous novel Not by Bread Alone, a story of a factory worker who is arrested 

for trying to improve things on the shop floor. It is not expressly anti-soviet, but rejected the 

soviet realist style, which meant he had no success in getting it published until 1956 even though 



he had written it much earlier. Soon however, the popularity of the book led authorities to turn 

against him and impose an unofficial exile, where he stayed until the end of the Soviet Union.  

  

16.   Vasily Semyonovich Grossman 

Initially trained as a chemist, Grossman became a war reporter for the state during World War 

II and provided some of the first coverage of Treblinka, a new infamous Nazi Death Camp. 

During this time, he also published novels and short stories about his experiences during the 

war which brought great acclaim. However, he came under scrutiny in 1948 after critiquing 

Stalin’s anti-Semitic campaigns and his role in the famine in Ukraine in 1932. He is trying to get 

his two major novels Life and Fate and Everything Flows published, but they were seized by the 

KGB, though rumor has it that Voinovich was able to photograph draft pages before this 

happened. 

  

17.  Roy Aleksandrovich Medvedev 

Medvedev is a Georgian writer who criticizes Stalin and Stalinism on Marxist grounds. His most 

famous book Let History Judge, which was published through samizdat in the 1960s, is based 

on the idea that a reformist version of socialism is necessary to fix the soviet system. He was 

expelled from the communist party in retaliation in 1969, and did not rejoin until 1989 when 

Gorbachev instituted his policies of economic and political reforms.  

  

18.  Natalya Vladimirovna Baranskaya 

Baranskaya is a novelist who works at the Pushkin Museum in Moscow while raising her 

children alone after her husband was killed in World War II. She is concerned with women’s 

rights and the lack of female representation in soviet artists. Her published works often follow 



the theme of working women and motherhood, like her 1968 novella “A Week Like Any Other” 

which showed the impossible demands placed on working mothers, especially those in poverty. 

  
19.   Dmitri Dmitriyevich Shostakovich 

Shostakovich is a composer from St. Petersburg who frequently clashes with Stalin’s musical 

regulations and censors. Though some think he is a closeted dissident, he is never overtly 

political, but choose to write music that goes against the expected style or party line. In the 

1920s he was able to experiment with avant-garde trends, exemplified in his Opera Lady 

MacBeth of the Mtsensk District  (1930). Stalin’s rise to power meant that music was more 

heavily regulated and Shostakovich was attacked and criticized. Again in 1948 a reemphasis on 

non-western art because of the Cold War meant that he was fired from his teaching job at 

Leningrad Conservatory, but he continues to compose. 

  
20.   Yevgenia Solomonavna Ginzburg 

Ginzburg began as the head of the department of the history of Leninism at Kazan University, 

but she was caught up in Stalin’s purges and expelled from the University in 1934 and arrested 

in 1937 for supposedly engaging in counter-revolutionary activities with another professor. She 

spent twelve years in the gulag system, and was then exiled to the Kolyma valley region. She has 

been able to make it to to this meeting and wants to share her story of injustice with the world. 

  
21.   Alexsander Semyonovich Kushner 

Kushner is a lyrical poet from St. Petersburg who writes in the traditional nineteenth century 

style. His works are generally apolitical, capturing the essence of St. Petersburg and the Russian 

condition. This runs in contrast to the official socialist-realist line, but at the same time is not 



directly critical of the Soviet regime. Before becoming a full-time writer, he taught Russian 

Literature at Herzen University, and still has connections there. 

  
22.   Mikhail Mikhailovich Zoshchenk 

Zoshchenk is a veteran of World War I and the Red Army during the Civil War. He was a 

popular satirist in the 19020s and 1930s. He often mocked bureaucratic red tape and 

corruption, and wrote satire about everyday soviet life. He underwent criticism in the 1930s for 

his failure to conform to socialist realism, and was finally expelled from the Union of Soviet 

Writers in 1946 because of his short story Adventures of a Monkey and the crackdown on 

creativity caused by the beginning of the Cold War. He is currently in unofficial exile, but sees 

continued popularity and influence.  

  
23.  Iosif Efimovich Aleshkovsky 

Aleeshkovsky is a writer, poet, playwright, and musician who does not conform to the socialist 

realist doctrine. His most well-known songs are explicitly anti-Stalinist and became folk classics. 

His writings utilize satire and hyperbole, such as Ruka, which portrays soviet communism as 

absolute evil. Because of their critical nature, they are circulated through samizdat. 

  

24.  Vladimir Nikolayevich Voinovich 

Voinovich is a dissident and author from what is now Tajikistan, whose father spent five years in 

labor camps for ‘anti-soviet agitation’ beginning in 1936. This motivates him to advocate for 

human rights in the Soviet Union. His most well-known work is his two part satirical novel The 

Life and Extraordinary Adventures of Private Ivan Chonkin, published in 1969, which, 

combined with his human rights activism, led to harassment by the KGB and eventual forced 

exile in 1980. Until then, he continued publishing through samizdat and in the West. 



  

25.  Semoyon Izrailevich Lipkin 

Lipkin is known as a masterful translator who sought to preserve ethnic languages Stalin wanted 

to destroy. He is also a poet who writes about his experiences during the Great Terror as well as 

the fullness of inner life and destiny separate from the Soviet apparatus, though many were not 

published until after the collapse of the Soviet Union. Perhaps his greatest contribution to the 

dissident movement is his friendship and support of Akhmatova, Brodsky, Solzhenitsyn, and 

Grossman. He hid a copy of Grossman’s Life and Fate and helped to get it to the West. 

  

26.   Viktor Platonovich Nekrasov 

Nekrasov began his career as an actor and set designer in Kiev, but after serving in the Battle of 

Stalingrad, he turned his attention towards writing. His first book Front Line Stalingrad  was 

given the USSR State Prize in 1947 and was in-line with the party. However, he is internally 

critical of Stalin and Stalinism and is looking for an opportunity to show this. The opportunity 

came in the first wave of destalinization, when he published critical works like In the Home 

Town and Kira Georgievna that he had been developing. His criticism of Brezhnev’s policies led 

to his expulsion from the Communist Party in 1973 and his emigration to France. 

  
27.  Boris Shragin 

Shagrin is an expert on the Russian Intelligentsia and his major works include The Challenge of 

the Spirit and  Landmarks . The very nature of his work means that he is under criticism by the 

Soviet Regime, as the intelligentsia is a subset of the Bourgeoisie class. He uses his education to 

gain a reputation in the west. He eventually immigrated to the United States, where he remained 

until his death. 

  



28.  Lydiya Yakovlevna Ginzberg 

Ginzberg was a literary critic and historian from Leningrad, who is best known for her novel 

Blockade Diary which is an account of the 900 day siege of Leningrad during World War II, of 

which she was a survivor. Since she wrote often from personal experience, it is unclear whether 

she is a member of the Soviet literary establishment, or if she is a closeted dissident.  

 

 

 




