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Hey everyone and welcome to the thirty-eighth VAMUN conference. Whether you’re a 

seasoned MUN-ner (aka Yung Munney Militia as I like to say) or this is your first time and you 

have absolutely no idea what to expect-- you will, if you participate, have a great time. Traveling 

with my high school and then collegiate Model UN teams has unquestionably been one of my 

favorite experiences, and one in which you can strengthen both your academic and social 

spheres. I hope you guys can truly embody the minds of powerful Russians at the cusp of the 

Great War, as doing so will greatly enrich your experience here. Remember it is just as important 

to have a personal character arc as it is to have a public one in committee. With that being said, I 

wish you all the best and I hope you all enjoy your time in committee and at the University.  

-Ali Abdel-Rahman, Crisis Director 

 

Hey y’all, welcome to VAMUN 2018! I am beyond excited to meet all of you and see 

how you interact with this crisis. Several years ago, I was fortunate to have been in VAMUN’s 

WGSS as a highschool student and can say without a shadow of a doubt that it was the most 

exciting crisis committee I ever participated in.  

As your chair, I look forward to assisting everyone in this committee share their unique 

perspectives and solutions. While you examine the complex issues that 1913 presented to 

Russian leadership, keep in mind that everyone has a piece of the puzzle. Listening and 

thoughtful discussion will solve many more challenges than a single crisis note could. Enjoy 

UVA and Charlottesville! 

- Benjamin Fornshill, Chair 
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What is the Wilson Global Systems Simulation? 

The Wilson Global Systems Simulation (aka WGSS) consists of six crisis committees operating 

as an interconnected whole to provide a realistic simulation of the true nature of international 

relations. Indeed, interactions between nations and non-governmental actors do not exist simply 

between the two parties, but also have an effect on countries with a vested interest in the region, 

various peoples and ethnic groups affected by policy and agreements, and the international 

community as a whole in a globalized world. This sort of ripple effect that singular actions can 

have is what the WGSS seeks to emulate, so that no committee exists in a vacuum. With this 

set-up, crises can affect multiple committees and must be dealt with in creative ways so as to 

build upon alliances or prevent opposition. Additionally, any policy set by delegates in one 

committee inevitably will have an effect on the workings the other five involved committees. 

Delegates thus must come into the WGSS with an understanding of how their actions impact not 

just their committee, but the simulation as a whole. 
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Introduction: The Romanovs reign supreme! 

January 1st of 1913 brakes on a strong 

imperial Russia. Led by Nicholas II, the 

Romanov dynasty enters its 300th year in 

control of the Russian subcontinent. Many 

critics of the Romanov rule would not have 

predicted the strong Europeanized Russia that 

entered its third century under the tsar’s reign. After losing a pivotal military conflict in the 

Russo-Japanese war, the largest country on the globe was forced enter into more complex and 

consequential alliances with European nations, drawing it closer to these European neighbors. 

The early Romanovs were careful in distinguishing themselves from what they saw as a foreign 

culture bordering them to the east. However, following Peter the Great’s Europeanization of the 

Russian government and society, Nicholas II follows in his predecessor’s footsteps forming 

tighter bonds both militarily and economically with nations like England, France, and most 

importantly Serbia. All is not well however in the 

land of the Romanovs. The rift between the 

aristocracy and the working class has become ever 

wider. Strikes have now become all the more 

common and not all have been easily repressed. A 

mere five years before, the uprising at the port city of 

Vladivostok shook the Russian government’s authority to its core. Rebels declared themselves an 
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independent republic. Luckily, Nicholas II saw their piecemeal military force easily crushed. 

Even worse however, there are writers inflaming the spirits of the people. Such agitators as 

Lenin, Marx, and Trotsky have been run out of Russia. But, how long will their exile last? The 

cities are aflame with celebrations and parades proclaiming another 300 years for the  

Romanovs. But in the countryside, in the factories, and in the hearts and printing presses of the 

Bolsheviks, the Romanovs’ days are numbered. 

Looking to the Future: The Tsar is a wise man. He faces the challenges that plague Russia with 

a cool head and I steady hand, or at least that is what the newspapers run from Moscow proclaim. 

In reality, the complex choices facing 

Russia fall on the heads of the Tsar’s 

advisors. Some are members of his 

family while others are trusted men 

and women who give him their 

opinions on every action he takes as 

ruler of the great nation of Russia. 

But even the tsar with his divine 

mandate to rule, palace, and Royal Guard must consider many factors when deciding the course 

of action his government will take. Will he align Russia more closely with the East or turn to the 

Chinese and Koreans on his western border? How should he deal with the fatigue and complaints 

of the working class that have caused riots and cost so many lives? And seemingly most 

troubling of all: how should he deal with the hostility Austro-Hungary is displaying toward his 

Serbian allies? All the while ensuring the legitimacy of his government through a balance of 
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church and state (giving to the Lord His due and to the politicians theirs). These are the 

challenges you will face as you take the reins of the most powerful nation in the world. A nation 

that exists neither in the West nor outside of it. How will you use your authority and influence to 

save the Romanovs or doom them? 

Russia Timeline, 1613-1913: 

1613 - National Council elects Michael Romanov as tsar, ending a long period of instability and 

foreign intervention. 
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1689-1725 - Peter the Great introduces far-reaching reforms, including a regular conscript army 

and navy, subordinating the Orthodox Church to himself and reorganising government structures 

along European lines.  

1721 - Russia acquires territory of modern Estonia and Latvia after decades of war with Sweden, 

establishing naval presence in Baltic Sea and 'window on Europe'. 

1772-1814 - Russia conquers Crimea, Ukraine, Georgia, and what later became Belarus, 

Moldova, as well as parts of Poland. 

1798-1815 - Russia takes part in the European coalitions against Revolutionary and Napoleonic 

France, defeating Napoleon's invasion in 1812 and contributing to his overthrow. Army officers 

return home bringing liberal ideas from Europe, spurring efforts to rein in Romanov autocracy. 

1825 - Abortive attempt by liberal army officers to establish constitutional government crushed 

in Decembrist Revolt. 
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1834-59 - Russia faces determined resistance to their bid to annex North Caucasus. 

1853-57 - Russia suffers setback in attempt to seize territory from declining Ottoman Empire 

through its defeat in Crimean War. 

1861 - Emancipation Edict ends serfdom but keeps peasants tied to the land through continuing 

labour obligations; rapid industrialisation leads to growth of a small working class and the spread 

of revolutionary ideas. 

1864-65 - Kazakh steppes and Central Asian Muslim states annexed. 

1877-78 - Russian-Turkish War sees Russia seize land from Ottoman Empire in the Caucasus 

and establish client states in the Balkans. 

1897 - Marxist Social Democratic Party founded, and in 1903 splits into Menshevik and more 

radical Bolshevik factions. 

1904-05 - Russian expansion in Manchuria leads to war with Japan - and the 1905 revolution, 

which forced Tsar Nicholas II to grant a constitution and establish a parliament, the Duma.  
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1906-1911 - Constitutional rule in tempered by authoritarian government of Pyotr Stolypin, 3rd 

Prime Minister of Russia, whose attempts to reform land ownership were only partly successful.  

1911- Prime Minister Stolypin, considered one of the last major statesmen of Imperial Russia, is 

assassinated by a leftist revolutionary 

 

1913 (present)- Russia is ruled by Tsar Nicholas II who has been in power for the past 19 years, 

aided by recently appointed Prime Minister Count Vladimir Kokovtsov. 

Treaties and Alliances of Note:  

● Dual Alliance, also called Franco-Russian Alliance, a political and military pact that 

developed between France and Russia from friendly contacts in 1891 to a secret treaty in 

1894; it became one of the basic European alignments... Germany, assuming that 
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ideological differences and lack of common interest would keep republican France and 

tsarist Russia apart, allowed its Reinsurance Treaty (q.v.) with Russia to lapse in 1890. In 

the event of war, France wanted support against Germany; and Russia, against 

Austria-Hungary. (Encyclopedia Britannica) 

● The Triple Entente was created in reaction to the forming of the Triple Alliance, and 

included Britain, France and Russia. 

An alliance was formed between Russia and France in 1894. By 1904 Britain began talks 

with Russia and decided that it should come out of its 'splendid isolation', joining the 

Entente Cordiale ('Friendly Agreement'). By 1907, Foreign Minister Sir Edward Grey 

negotiated Britain into the Triple Entente, and united three old enemies. In contrast to the 

Triple Alliance, the terms of the Entente did not require each country to go to war on 

behalf of the others, but stated that they had a 'moral obligation' to support each other.

 

 France and Russia had fought the Napoleonic wars, and France and Britain had been 

fighting off and on for hundreds of years. Russia and Britain were also cautious partners 
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as Britain was allied with Japan who had defeated Russia in 1904. All three had been in 

competition for colonies in Africa, Asia and the Middle East. But all were united in their 

suspicions of German plans to dominate Europe. 

Rather than discussing plans and settling disputes, most countries in Europe sought peace 

through military superiority. No one would attack the country with the largest army 

and/or navy, because they knew they couldn't win. The Entente was created to balance 

the growing power of Germany by being more powerful itself. 

Smaller alliances were happening between individual countries all over Europe. The 

Treaty of London, signed in 1867 long before the Entente, agreed that Britain would 

protect Belgium's right to be neutral in a European conflict. Italy had signed a secret 

treaty with France agreeing that they would not attack each other. Russia had signed an 

agreement promising to protect Serbia. (BBC) 

● Triple Alliance, secret agreement between Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy formed 

in May 1882... Germany and Austria-Hungary had been closely allied since 1879. Italy 

sought their support against France shortly after losing North African ambitions to the 

French. The treaty provided that Germany and Austria-Hungary were to assist Italy if it 

were attacked by France without Italian provocation; Italy would assist Germany if 

Germany were attacked by France. In the event of a war between Austria-Hungary and 

Russia, Italy promised to remain neutral. This abstention would have the effect of freeing 

Austrian troops that would otherwise have been needed to guard the Austrian-Italian 

border. (Encyclopedia Britannica) 
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Dossier  

Count  Vladimir Kokovtsov  -- was a Russian politician who served as the Prime Minister of 1

Russia from 1911. 

Prince Georgy Lvov -- a Russian statesman and A supporter of reform, Lvov joined the liberal 2

Constitutional Democratic Party. In 1906 he won election to the Duma. 

Vasily Shulgin -- a Russian conservative monarchist, in 1907 Shulgin became a member of the 3

Duma. He advocated right-wing views, supported the government of Pyotr Stolypin, including 

introduction of courts-martial, and other controversial changes 

Alexander Guchkov --   a major industrialist and in 1907 was elected to the Duma where he 4

later served as its third Chairman. Guchkov advocated political reform and became leader of the 

Octobrist Party. 

Nikolai Ruzsky  -- a Russian general, member of the state and military councils. He most 5

recently served as a commander in the Russo-Japanese War. 

Mikhail Frunze  -- the son of a peasant, as a student Frunze joined the Social Democratic Party 6

where he supported the Bolshevik faction and eventually became a Bolshevik leader.  

1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vladimir_Kokovtsov 

2 http://spartacus-educational.com/RUSlvov.htm 

3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vasily_Shulgin 

4 http://spartacus-educational.com/RUSguchkov.htm 

5 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nikolai_Ruzsky 

6 http://spartacus-educational.com/RUSfrunze.htm 
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Alexander Kerensky -- a Russian lawyer and revolutionary. In 1905 Kerensky joined the 7

Socialist Revolutionary Party (SR) and became editor of the radical newspaper, Burevestik. He 

was soon arrested and sent into exile. He returned to St. Petersburg in 1906 and found work as a 

lawyer. Kerensky joined the Russian Labour Party and in 1912 was elected to the State Duma.  

Grigori Rasputin -- a Russian mystic and self-proclaimed holy man who befriended the family 8

of Tsar Nicholas II and gained considerable influence in late imperial Russia 

Grand Duke Alexander of Russia  -- a dynast of the Russian Empire, a naval officer, an author, 9

explorer, the brother-in-law of Emperor Nicholas II and advisor to him. 

Grand Duke Nikolai Romanov -- the second cousin of Tsar Nicholas II, he worked his way up 10

through all the military ranks until he was appointed commander of the Guard Hussar Regiment 

in 1884. 

Aleksandr Krymov  --a Russian Imperial Lieutenant General, most recently serving as a 11

military commander in the Russo-Japanese War 

Sergius Witte  -- a highly influential econometrician, minister, and prime minister in Imperial 12

Russia, one of the key figures in the political arena at the end of 19th and at the beginning of the 

20th century 

7 http://spartacus-educational.com/RUSkerensky.htm 

8 http://spartacus-educational.com/RUSrasputin.htm 
9 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Duke_Alexander_Mikhailovich_of_Russia 
10 http://spartacus-educational.com/FWWnikolai.htm 
11 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aleksandr_Krymov 
12 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sergei_Witte 
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Pavel Nikolayevich Miliukov --a Russian historian and liberal politician. Milyukov was the 13

founder, leader, and the most prominent member of the Constitutional Democratic party (known 

as the Kadets). 

Khabib Nurmagomedov -- a retired Russian war general turned underground fighter, he has 

become incredibly wealthy from placing large bets on himself and remaining undefeated 

throughout all of his brutal bouts. Although he was born to a poor family, his social status has 

skyrocketed with each victory and he is now among the Russian elites.  

Mikhail Rodzianko  -- the son of a wealthy landowner and a senior army officer. Rodzianko 14

was elected to the third Duma and in March, 1911, became its leader. He was a loyal supporter 

of Nicholas II but was willing to criticize failings in his administration. 

Ivan Goremykin  -- a conservative Russian politician who served as Prime Minister in 1906.  A 15

self-described "man of the old school" who viewed the Tsar as “the rightful sovereign", 

Goremykin was a loyal supporter of Nicholas II as autocrat and accordingly pursued 

conservative policy 

Leyla Urushanova  -- an ultra-famous opera singer dubbed ‘The Russian Nightingale’, her 

immense wealth and popularity allow her to preach to the masses at her concerts with whatever 

political messages she wants to get out. She leans heavily liberal and is suspected of having ties 

with some very underhanded groups of people in Russia. 

13 http://spartacus-educational.com/RUSmiliukov.htm 
14 http://spartacus-educational.com/RUSrodzianko.htm 
15 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ivan_Goremykin 
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Baron Boris Stürmer  -- a Russian lawyer, a Master of Ceremonies at the Russian Court, and a 16

district governor. He became a member of the Russian Assembly, and was a master of political 

compromise. 

Alexander Trepov  -- a conservative, a monarchist, a member of the Russian Assembly, an 17

advocate of moderate and sane reforms, and opposed to the influence of Grigori Rasputin. He 

hated the rampant corruption within Russia and did everything possible to promote a transparent 

government.  

Prince Nikolai Golitsyn  -- of Russian nobility, a former senator, and a member of the state 18

council. His advanced years led him to regularly fall asleep during State Council meetings. 

Moisey Ostrogorsky  --  a politician, political scientist, historian, jurist and sociologist, he is 19

considered one of the founders of political sociology, especially in the field of theories about 

Party Systems and political parties. He was a member of the First State Duma of the Russian 

Empire.  

Pyotr Durnovo  -- an Imperial Russian lawyer and politician, Durnovo was noted for his 20

outspoken opposition to closer ties with the United Kingdom at the expense of relations with 

Germany. 

16 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boris_St%C3%BCrmer 
17 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Trepov 
18 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nikolai_Golitsyn 
19 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moisey_Ostrogorsky 

20 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyotr_Durnovo 
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Peter Struve  -- a Russian political economist, philosopher and editor. He started out as a 21

Marxist, and later became a liberal. A very wise and calculating man, people often listen to what 

he has to say and he is likewise very trusted.  

Maxim Vinawer  -- a Russian lawyer, politician and patron. A Jewish man in a viciously 22

anti-Semitic country, he often fought for Jewish rights. Unpopular amongst the Russian elites he 

is known to engage in shady dealings to get what he wants.  

Lavr Georgiyevich Kornilov  -- a Russian military intelligence officer, explorer, and general 23

in the Imperial Russian Army. A shrewdly intelligent man, he understands people’s pressure 

points and often uses them to his benefit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

21 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Berngardovich_Struve 

22 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maxim_Vinaver 

23 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lavr_Kornilov 
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Questions to Consider:  

- Should you try to stop the brewing war from occuring? 

- If thrust into war, how do we ensure victory? 

- Should we keep the Tsar in charge? Do you support him? 

- Should we try to ally ourselves with other European powers? Which 

countries are we for and which are we against? 

- If we enter conflict with our neighboring European countries, how can we 

best deal with/defeat them? 

- How can we best deal with Russia’s internal conflicts while many 

international complications are occurring at the same time? 

- How do we deal with all the movements and parties that are steadily 

growing within Russian borders? 

- If any of our neighbors were to suddenly attack, would we be prepared? 

Should we make the first move instead? 
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Resources:  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_Russian_history 

http://spartacus-educational.com/ 

https://marx200.org/en/blog/rising-storm-1911-1913-russia 

https://www.niupress.niu.edu/niupress/scripts/book/bookResults.asp?ID=578 

https://books.google.com/books?id=Kc4iBQAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=

Russian+history+1913&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi2wY3Y__vdAhUN11kKH

bl4AF0Q6wEIMjAC#v=onepage&q=Russian%20history%201913&f=false 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/archaeology-and-history/magazine/2017/09-1

0/russian-revolution-history-lenin/ 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/1151809?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents 
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