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Letter from the Chair: 
 
Dear Delegates, 

We are excited to welcome you Virginia Model United Nations (VAMUN) at the 

University of Virginia and we look forward to an action-packed weekend filled with 

fantastic debate. We welcome you to the WNBA/NBA League Executives Meeting! 

My name is Habib Karaky and I have the privilege of being your Chair. I am a 

third year in the School of Engineering and Applied Science from McLean, Virginia, 

studying Computer Science and Economics with a minor in Business. Previously, I have 

chaired an NBA committee at VAMUN last-year, vice chaired a FIFA sports committee 

at VAMUN two years ago, and vice chaired for a crisis committee for our college 

conference, VICS. I am also on the travel Model UN team here at UVA. Outside of Model 

UN, I am the Co-President of Lebanese Club, and a ULink peer advisor in the 

Engineering School. I put forth this committee idea due to my love and passion for 

sports, and the increased debate over gender equality in our society.  

With basketball continue to evolve on a global scale, there have been drastic 

differences between the NBA and WNBA. As executives and distinguished athletes of 

both leagues, delegates must work together and come up with creative solutions that will 

ensure the continued growth and prosperity of our sport, as well as attempt to reduce 

the disparity between the two leagues, while protecting the integrity of the game that we 

all know and love. Although the NBA is obviously not part of the United Nations, this 

committee will be run as a specialized committee and follow typical parliamentary 

procedure and diplomacy. One crucial piece of advice is to remember that, regardless of 



how the committee turns, it is important to stay on policy and try your best to represent 

your executive and league (WNBA/NBA) to the best of your abilities. Furthermore, in 

terms of topics, the main topic of debate will be WNBA reform, and I provided specific 

sub-topics that we will debate on and address in your resolutions. Don’t worry we are all 

going to have a blast, and I encourage you to research and truly understand the issues, 

as I might have one or two crisis twists up my sleeve :). 

 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me by email: hrk9bk@virginia.edu 

Habib Karaky  
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NBA/WNBA Overview: 
 

Sports have always been a powerful force in society. They have the unique ability 

to bring in people of all walks of life together in a peaceful and healthy way - the benefits 

of which go largely unnoticed. Basketball is no different. A professional basketball game 

is a televised event, where fans can de-stress from everything going on in their lives for a 

few hours and can be in awe of the phenomenal athletes competing at the highest level. 

Since the National Basketball Association was founded in 1946 (officially completed in 

1949 following the merger following the merger of the Basketball Association of America 

and the National Basketball League), millions of people - young & old, rich & poor, 

educated & uneducated - have come together to cheer on their favorite teams and 

players. The league has ballooned from 17 teams to 30 teams spread across the major 

cities in the country with massive, global fan bases to support each and every one of 

them. As a result, NBA players have been placed on a pedestal in society, with the fame, 

glory, and riches attached to their individual brands. Being an NBA athlete is the dream 

of almost every kid that picks up a basketball in their driveway. Basketball and the NBA 

go hand in hand and the league has quickly become a global brand with millions of fans 

spread across the entire globe. 

Fifty years after the NBA’s inception, the Women’s National Basketball 

Association was founded April 24, 1996 when the NBA Board of Governors approved the 

concept of a women’s league. The historic first season of the WNBA began play soon 

after in June 1997. This finally gave the top female players across the country the 

opportunity to showcase their talent and compete with their like-skilled counterparts. 



Just like in the NBA, young women put in years of training and devotion to the game 

from a very young age with dreams of making the WNBA. Despite their foundational 

similarities, the NBA has experiences ridiculous exponential growth, while many 

wrongfully believe that, in comparison, the WNBA has experienced little to no growth. 

 Believe it or not, some would argue that the WNBA is growing at a faster rate in 

its short history in comparison to where the NBA was at its similar point in history. In 

their 21st season, the WNBA reported an average attendance of 7,716 fans per game 

across the 12 teams in the league. In comparison, the NBA didn’t clear this mark of 

average fan attendance until it's 26th season, when the league average 8,601 fans per 

game. However, the NBA had little to compete with in the realm of basketball, whereas 

the WNBA is accomplishing this growth while constantly being overshadowed by the 

golden generation of the NBA. Despite this actually impressive growth trajectory in the 

WNBA, it’s no surprise there is a huge gap between the female and male athletes in their 

respective divisions. Our goal, this November, will be to delve into the nuances of this 

gap and potentially bridge it while addressing key physical differences amongst different 

athletes. 

 
Topic 1: Wage 
 
Background: 
 

One of the key points to consider when comparing females and males in 

basketball is the tremendous difference in wage. Basketball players are the highest paid 

professional athletes in America - male basketball players that is - averaging a whopping 

$6.2 million annual wage. Furthermore, above-average and top tier players make an 



absurd amount of money that isn’t even comparable to the average league salary. To put 

it in perspective, the highest paid player in the NBA last season was Stephen Curry, who 

took home a cool $34.7 million. The 27 th highest player, JJ Redick, made $23 million 

last season, and he has never been selected to an All-Star game. A handful of superstars 

in the NBA are even eligible for what’s called a supermax contract, which is valued at 5 

years, and around $200 million dollars.  

In comparison, their female counterparts in the WNBA average a mediocre at 

best $72,000 annually. The minimum salary is around $50,000 while the highest 

possible salary currently in the WNBA is $110,000 (which is about 20% of the minimum 

NBA salary of $582,180). The difference in pay between the male and female 

professional basketball players in America is one hundred-fold. To better represent the 

numbers: NBA referees make $150,000 which is more than the highest paid WNBA 

player and some of the worst ranked male athletes in the NBA make more in a year than 

an entire WNBA team together. 

Aside from the clear nominal differences in wage, another key difference is the 

overall percentage of league revenue that is allocated towards paying player wages. Last 

season, the NBA raked in approximately $7.4 billion in revenue. The WNBA, on the 

other hand gathered $25 million. In the NBA, approximately 50% of league revenue is 

dedicated towards players’ wages. However, in the WNBA, estimates show that less than 

25% of league revenue is being paid to players. 

 
Analysis: 



 Many fans fail to realize that this difference in wage has incredible effects on the 

players, league growth, and women’s basketball growth as a whole. What happens when 

someone feels like they aren’t making enough to support their family – they will work 

overtime and/or pick up another job, and the WNBA is no different. 

During the offseason in the NBA, players usually take time off from the game to 

spend quality time with their friends and family. We will often see players traveling 

overseas, attending concerts and fashion shows capitalizing on the fame and fortune 

they make during the NBA season. In terms of playing basketball, we often see players 

stay in shape by working out during their free-time, or voluntarily taking part in charity 

games, running youth basketball camps, or playing in pro-ams (small summer leagues 

combining both professionals and amateurs). Overall, it is safe to say that that NBA 

players take it easy both physically and mentally prior to preparing themselves for the 

gauntlet of the next season. There is definitely no pressure on NBA players to capitalize 

on the offseason to make even more money, because their salaries will put them up in 

the 1% in the world. 

WNBA players, unfortunately, tend to have a totally different offseason 

experience. Since WNBA salaries cap out at such a low amount compared to their male 

counterparts, several WNBA stars opt to play overseas during their offseason. Out of 157 

WNBA players, an astonishing 89 choose to play overseas during the offseason. This 

circumstance would never arise in the NBA. Not only is the NBA clearly the premier 

league in men’s basketball, they also can pay far more in salary to their stars then clubs 

in Europe, Asia, and the rest of the world. However, for women, international clubs are 



willing to pay hundreds of thousands of dollars more. Furthermore, the career of a 

pro-athlete is much shorter than that of regular employee that can work from 18 to 

retirement in their early to mid-60s, so players are pressured to make as much money as 

possible during their peak athletic prime. As a result, WNBA players give up their leisure 

time with their families during the offseason to try and earn more money. Aside from 

the emotional toll of playing a full additional season each year overseas, the grind of two 

seasons surely takes a massive physical toll on the body. If players are not receiving the 

necessary rest and treatment, then their career timeline will take a hit and the quality of 

the product they put on the court  during the next WNBA season will diminish. 

This concept of playing overseas does not only apply to the average WNBA player, 

it reaches the superstars of the league. The highest scoring player in WNBA history, 

Diana Taurasi, famously sat out the 2015 WNBA season as a request from her offseason 

Russian club, UMMC Ekaterinburg. This may seem ridiculous at first, but when you dive 

deep into the numbers, Taurasi was only on track to make $107,000 for that season in 

the WNBA. On the other hand, her Russian team gave her a contract that would pay her 

$1.5 million for that season. Without Taurasi, her WNBA team, the Phoenix Mercury, 

and the league took a massive hit. Imagine if LeBron James, or Kevin Durant sat out an 

entire season to play abroad. If the superstar of a team opts to sit out a season it has a 

rippling effect on the quality of the team, team chemistry, fan attendance, and makes 

the league look bad. If the WNBA is trying to establish themselves as female equivalent 

of the NBA, both in terms of marketability and quality of basketball, they cannot afford 

having their superstars sit out to play overseas. 



Another massive implication of having WNBA players playing overseas is 

recruitment. Currently, across the globe, every young boy that picks up a basketball 

dreams of playing in the NBA. The NBA represents the pinnacle of men’s basketball and 

any NBA superstar instantly turns into a global icon, with fame and fortune that will 

transform their family for generations to come. Every year we see top athletes, both 

domestically and internationally enter their names in the draft to come play in the NBA. 

Just this past year, Luka Doncic, 6 ft 8 19-year old phenom from Slovenia entered the 

NBA Draft and was selected with the 3rd overall pick by the Dallas Mavericks (originally 

selected by the Atlanta Hawks but was traded that night for Trae Young). Unlike the 

typical teenage prospect, Doncic was the EuroLeague MVP, which is considered the 

second highest pro-basketball league in the world, and is already one of the most 

accomplished international players of all time, and chose to leave his championship Real 

Madrid team to join the NBA. Regardless of the fame and money he surely received in 

Europe, Doncic knew that the next step to be among the greats of the game was to join 

the NBA. Now imagine if there was a young female player similar to Doncic. If is able to 

make a larger fortune remaining in Europe closer to home, why would she drop 

everything to go to the WNBA. From both a comfort and financial perspective, it would 

make no sense to leave.  

 
Questions to Consider: 

1. How should we restructure salaries in the WNBA? 

2. Where will we generate money to afford new salaries? 

3. Do we need to regulate NBA salaries? If so, how? 



4. How do we ensure young women across the globe want to come play for the 

WNBA? 

5. How do we compete with international women’s clubs that are willing to offer 

much more money? 

6. How do we protect player’s health to ensure the longest, healthiest careers 

possible 

 

 

Topic 2: Popularity 

Right now, if you were to walk down the street and randomly ask a few people, 

male or female, to name a few NBA players, current or retired, do you think they would 

be able to? LeBron James, Michael Jordan, Kobe Bryant, most people have probably at 

least heard these names in passing. Now imagine asking the same person to name a few 

WNBA players. Unfortunately, the average sports fan knows very little about WNBA 

players and teams in comparison to the NBA. Top NBA athletes are seen as global icons, 

with fans across the globe wearing their jerseys and shoes in the street. NBA players also 

receive massive endorsement deals with shoe companies, athletic brands, clothing 

brandings, and even acting roles. WNBA players, on the other hand, rarely appear in the 

market in comparison. Aside from at or near a game, I can probably seen one or two 

people wearing a WNBA player’s jersey on the street. The fan experience simply comes 

down to excitement and marketability. LeBron James is probably the most marketable 

NBA athlete out of the active players and it is due to his impact on and off the court. On 



the court, he is a freak of nature, with a 6 ft 8, 250 lb frame capable of dunking on 

anyone at any point in time. In addition to his physical dominance, James is known to 

have one of the highest basketball IQ’s in the league and is capable of making 

breathtaking passes. Off the court, James has a lifetime endorsement with Nike, is 

known for his charitable work, business ventures, and TV appearances. So the question 

is, why don’t WNBA games and top-tier players, generate the same buzz as their male 

counterparts? The two most common reasons include athleticism differences, and a 

disparity in the money dedicated to marketing the two leagues.  

Although the WNBA and NBA follow almost identical set of rules and regulations, 

there are several notable differences in gameplay. The official Spalding basketball used 

in WNBA games is 28.5 inches in circumference, in comparison to the 29.5 inch 

Spalding ball used by the NBA. This makes the women’s ball slightly lighter, but more 

importantly easier to grasp, which makes sense given the average differences in hand 

size between genders. Many NBA players are capable of palming a basketball, which 

allows for increased control on one-handed passes and dunks. A smaller ball allows a 

higher percentage of WNBA players to palm the ball for the same increased control. 

Furthermore, the shot clock in the WNBA is 30 seconds as opposed to 24 seconds in the 

NBA, which has been established to to speed up play, while still allowing teams to set-up 

and run their respective offenses. Even the 3 point line is closer in the WNBA, as it is 22 

feet 1 ¾ inches away from the hoop, in comparison to 23 feet 9 inches in the NBA . The 

biggest similarity thus far, and also most controversial proposed rule change going 

forward, is altering the identical hoop height. 



There have been 11 dunks in the WNBA since 2014. To put in in comparison, 

there were 50 players in the NBA who had over 50 dunks last season, with Rockets 

center Clint Capela leading the way with 213 dunks. The difference in dunking simply 

comes down to the physical nature of men and women that we cannot change. The 

average height of an NBA player is 6 ft 7 inches while the average height of a WNBA 

player is 6 ft. Furthermore, with stronger body builds, men on average tend to be able to 

jump higher than women. If the hoop were lowered for the WNBA, there would be a lot 

more dunks and the entertainment value of the league as a whole could increase 

dramatically. 

Another possible reason for the lack of WNBA popularity is simply a matter of 

fanbases. There are a mere 12 teams in the WNBA, in comparison to 30 in the NBA. 

Growing up in Northern Virginia, I was aware that there was a team based in D.C 

(Mystics), and naturally I was inclined to support the local team. Overtime, this initial 

support grew into a greater awareness for the league and I would find myself 

occasionally checking records, stats, and current events in the WNBA. For a majority of 

sports fans across the country, there is not a local WNBA team present, which eliminates 

the possibility of introducing millions of new fans to the sport by motivating them to 

root for the hometown team. Additional teams would also increase the season to do an 

increased in the number of games, possibly extending the season, and increasing 

revenue (both from fan attendance and TV revenue).  

 

Questions to Consider: 



1. How do we increase WNBA revenue (Compare WNBA vs NBA revenue) 

2. How do we increase viewership of WNBA games? 

3. How do we increase attendance at games? 

4. What rule changes need to be made in the WNBA, if any? 

5. Does the female basketball youth system need to altered/grown? 

6. How can we expand the WNBA to appeal to a larger audience? 

7. What cities should add an WNBA team? Where will we generate the funds 

required? 

8. How can we use the dedicated NBA audience to increase WNBA popularity? 

 
Where to Begin (Research Resources): 
Current Opinions on Lowering Rims 

● http://www.espn.com/espnw/voices/article/15090920/fagan-why-lower-rims-w
omen-basketball-flawed 

● http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/basketball/ct-elena-delle-donne-diana-t
aurasi-wnba-lower-rim-20160330-story.html 

 
Wage Differences 

● http://theconversation.com/the-case-for-boosting-wnba-player-salaries-100805 
● https://www.forbes.com/sites/plamonier/2018/07/02/the-business-of-being-a-

wnba-player/#15c426285af1 
 
WNBA Players Overseas 

● https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2018/may/19/theres-no-break-overseas-
double-duty-is-an-offer-many-wnba-stars-cant-refuse 

● http://www.espn.com/wnba/story/_/id/18544588/for-wnba-stars-play-oversea
s-positives-outweigh-negatives 
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