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Letter From the Chair and Crisis Director 

Dear Delegates, 

First and foremost, welcome to the Wilson Global Systems Simulation at VAMUN 

XXXVIII! WGSS is an exciting and fast-paced joint crisis committee that is comprised of six 

individual interactive committees. Nikhil and I are excited to be leading the German Empire as 

Crisis Director and Chair, respectively. Our goal is for you to get as much out of VAMUN as 

possible, and as such, we have plenty in store for you this November. 

To introduce myself, my name is Sean Reihani, and I am a second year from Chapel Hill, 

NC (though as far as you’re concerned, I’m Kaiser Wilhelm II). I’m currently a computer 

engineering student also interested in degrees in business, economics, or biomedical 

engineering. My Model UN journey began in my junior year of high school, and ever since I’ve 

arrived at Mr. Jefferson’s University I’ve served as a crisis staffer at Vamun XXXVII, assistanct 

crisis director at VICS XXIII, and have competed several times with the UVA travel team. 

Outside of Model UN and the classroom, you can find me on a hike, gaming, reading, or trying 

to get swole. 

And I am Nikhil Rao, your Crisis Director. I am from Great Falls, VA studying Economics 

with a pre-med track. I have been doing MUN since middle school and I had come to VAMUN 

twice in High School and thoroughly enjoyed my time. Those two conferences were two of my 

favorite in the many I’ve attended and it is my hope to make your experience this year similar to 

mine. Outside of school and helping out with VAMUN, I play saxophone in the Cavalier 

Marching Band and volunteer with Madison House. I am very excited to meet all of you in 

November and to see what plans you have to make the committee exciting and engaging. 

We hope that you find this background guide helpful in your research leading up to the 

conference. Our committee staff urges you, however, to delve deeper into the topic and 

 



 

your interests. When everyone comes prepared, committees run smoothly and 

efficiently--something that is necessary for WGSS. Naturally, it will help our empire 

“win.” Above all, however, the staff of WGSS is here to make sure you all have a 

great time at VAMUN XXXVIII. I wish you all the best of luck and hope you leave this 

conference with many new friends and memories! 

 

Please feel more than welcome to email me or Nikhil with any questions about Model 

U.N., our committee, UVA, or even college life in general! 

 

Best, 

Sean Reihani 
Chair of the German Empire, WGSS 
sr9gv@virginia.edu 
 
Nikhil Rao 
Crisis Director of the German Empire, WGSS 
nr9yf@virginia.edu 
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Committee Overview 

As mentioned above, WGSS is a six-way crisis simulation, meaning there are six 

committees all working in the same time frame, focused on the same crises. While each 

committee is held in separate rooms and can act autonomously, crisis updates, information, and 

communication constantly flows between the committees. This committee is the German 

Empire, with the other five being the Austria-Hungarian, British, French, Ottoman, and Russian 

Empires. Each committee will have different and at times opposing agendas and goals, while 

still needing to cooperate with each other at some point. WGSS makes for an interesting and 

exciting opportunity to showcase a delegate's communication, negotiation, and interpersonal 

skills. Delegates who come well prepared for debate in this fast-paced environment will excel in 

the committee room and in crisis. As such an involved simulation, knowledge and prior research 

on other countries will be beneficial, and we look favorably upon delegates who have researched 

well enough beforehand to engage in all debates.  

As a government institution, we expect and require respectful and civil debate between 

delegates. Disrespectful or otherwise offensive behavior will not be tolerated. Simple 

disagreements and conflicting opinions are always encouraged, though. For the purposes of a 

smoothly running and efficient crisis, however, we hope to see decisions and directives passed 

quickly. While we understand that some of you may often try to be the “villain” in crisis 

committees, we will smile upon those who instead try to enforce the greater good of the 

committee, even if it is through nefarious means. Also, we’re well aware of the historical context 

of this committee, but none of you are allowed to commit any form of genocide, be it through 

crisis or directive. Just don’t go there. 

As a crisis committee, delegates have the opportunity to communicate to crisis staff 

directly through notes or arranged meetings. This year, we will be using a double notepad 

 



 

system, meaning that each delegate will be given two notepads at the beginning of the 

conference that they will be expected to keep and use for the entirety of VAMUN weekend. 

Delegates may send one of their notepads to crisis, but at any given moment must have at least 

one of them on their desk in the committee room. Delegates also have the option to send 

committee-wide directives to crisis, which will be approved with a simple majority. Keep in 

mind your own portfolio powers in both situations, as crisis will only grant your request if it is 

within your powers. We encourage you to get creative with your powers and seek to expand 

them. 

Additionally, each delegate is required to submit a position paper at the beginning of the 

first session. These papers are meant to focus your research and develop a position respective to 

your character. They are short and will be easy to write once you have researched the topic and 

your position. We will review the papers throughout the weekend and return them at the end of 

the conference. We take the quality of position papers into consideration when deciding awards. 

Good and effective delegates will be active in the committee room as well as through 

crisis notes. They will behave respectfully and cooperate with other committee members. They 

will come prepared with research on the topic and will have written a quality position paper. All 

of these combined allows these delegates to bring the committee together to pass many 

substantive directives. Last, they will effectively manage both their personal interests and the 

interests of the committee as a whole. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Background 

Origins 

Although the German Empire did not form until the nineteenth century, the German 

people have existed as a loose confederation of states for millenia. German tribes would come 

into conflict with Iranians, Celts, and Baltic tribes amongst many. But perhaps most famously, 

Germanic tribes would wage war against the Romans; under the leadership of Augustus Caesar, 

Rome began the invasion of Germania, a region extending from the Rhine to the Ural 

Mountains. Conflicts between the Germanic peoples and Rome would span centuries to come 

over across a plethora of different military conflicts, despite simultaneous attempts at 

coexistence between these two peoples.   1

Despite the legendary might of the Roman Empire, it too was doomed to failure. After 

the Sack of Rome in 410 AD, several Germanic successor states would bring an effective end to 

the Western Roman Empire. Hunn invasions had forced too many Germanic groups into the 

frontier too quickly for the Empire to handle, leading to the Empire more-often-than-not 

peacefully but reluctantly granting them land. As Rome continued to weaken, the Germanic 

peoples often ended up providing protection for the locals. Germanic peoples would eventually 

become greatly influenced by the Roman peoples they governed. Roman aristocrats allowed 

Germanic kings to increase taxation and expand their legal powers. The end result was a variety 

of successor states that were a fusion of Germanic military might and Roman aristocratic 

1  Fulbrook, Mary (1991). A Concise History of Germany. Cambridge University Press. ISBN  978-0-521-36836-0, 
pp. 9–13. 
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administrative prowess. This cultural fusion was completed when Germanic warriors and 

Roman provincial elites quickly intermarried, establishing a new aristocracy that would 

influence medieval Europe for centuries to come.  2

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Germany After Napoleon 

The beginnings of a unified German state could be observed under Napoleonic rule. The 

end of the Holy Roman Empire of the German nation was marked in 1806, in the battles in Jena 

and Auerstedt. At these battles, the German state Prussia was defeated by the forces of Napoleon 

2 Duggan, Lawrence G., and Peter John Heather et al. “Germany.” Encyclopædia Britannica, Encyclopædia 
Britannica, Inc., 22 Aug. 2018, www.britannica.com/place/Germany/The-migration-period. 

 



 

Bonaparte. Following his conquests, Napoleon reorganized Germany into 39 states, and 

established The Confederation of the Rhine, a league of (initially) 16 German states. Napoleon’s 

goal was to create a united German state with a centralized government akin to France. 

While Napoleon was ultimately 

defeated at Waterloo in 1815, his effect on 

the Germans was lasting. The Germans 

realized that being small and disunited 

made them weak and vulnerable to 

aggressors, and that common defense 

between the states was a matter of 

preservation.  

Many of Napoleon’s non-French 

subjects were angered at their high tax 

rates (especially compared to that of the 

French) and were tired of being used as 

pawns against the British. The result was 

growing feelings of nationalism across 

Europe. German princes stirred up 

nationalistic sentiments amongst their people (French ransacking also helped their cause), using 

them to drive Napoleon’s forces from Germany. A successful political and military alliance 

between German states contributed to  Napoleon’s first defeat at Leipzig in 1813. Nationalism 

would continue to be festered throughout Germany by way of nationalistic societies in German 

universities. 

 



 

The power demonstrated by Napoleon’s empire would inspire political reforms in 

Prussia. These reforms were aimed to one day lead Prussia to the same dominance once held by 

France. One such reform was the abolishment of serfdom. This allowed for some newfound 

social mobility. Restrictive social classes imposed on birth (“estates”) were lifted. This meant 

that nobles could now engage in middle class professions, and that peasants and burghers could 

now (in theory) buy noble lands. Prussian society transformed from status-based to class-based. 

This development served as a precondition for later capitalist economic development. Other 

reforms include the equality of Jews within society, educational reform (e.g. compulsory basic 

education, the spreading of technically oriented secondary institutions), the formation of a 

militia, a conscription, and municipal self-government for towns (but not rural 

self-government). 

Lastly, not only did Napoleonic rule over the Germans lead to a rise in nationalism and a 

series of both liberal and conservative reforms, but it also gave rise to Romanticism. As the 

French Empire was centered on the principles of Rationalism (an ideology based on 

Enlightenment ideals), German resentment towards the French resulted in an almost 

completely opposite ideology. While the specific ideals of Romanticism may not be relevant to 

this committee, it is important to note that, as a part of German Romanticism, the philosopher 

J.G. Fichte argued that there was a special German “spirit,” and that this spirit was better than 

that of other nations. For that reason, it needed special protection from foreign interference.    3 4 5

 6

3 “Higher History - Growth of Nationalism in Germany, 1815-1850 - Revision 2.” BBC News , BBC, 
www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zqyrcdm/revision/2. 
4 Schwabe, Fabio. “Napoleon’s Supremacy.” The German History, 
en.geschichte-abitur.de/restoration-and-vormarz/napoleons-supremacy#. 
5 “Napoleonic Europe (1799-1815).” SparkNotes , SparkNotes, 
www.sparknotes.com/history/european/napoleonic/section7/. 
6 Mary Fulbrook, A Concise History of Germany (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991), pp. 98- 100. 

 



 

 

The German Confederation 

Post-Napoleonic Europe was planned by European leaders at the Congress of Vienna 

from September 1814 to June 1815. The diplomats in attendance included  Francis I (the former 

Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire), the 

prince von Metternich of Austria, Frederick 

William III and the prince von Hardenberg of 

Prussia, Alexander I of Russia, Viscount 

Castlereagh of England, and Talleyrand of 

France, as well as diplomats from secondary 

states. These men feared the liberal principles 

of the French Revolution (such as democratic 

government and self determination) and 

wished to maintain the status quo. However, 

they also recognized that Europe could not 

simply be restored to its earlier self, 

and thus the Holy Roman Empire 

was not restored. Regardless, the 

Confederation of the Rhine was dismantled. In its stead, an association of 39 German states 

dubbed “The German Confederation” was established.  7

7 Sheehan, James J., and Patrick J. Geary et al. “Results of the Congress of Vienna.” Encyclopædia Britannica, 
Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc., 22 Aug. 2018, 
www.britannica.com/place/Germany/Results-of-the-Congress-of-Vienna. 

 



 

The German Confederation was little more than a mutual defense treaty. Major decisions 

required a two thirds vote from the member states, but delegates were often bound to their 

monarchs’ decisions. Metternich’s strong reactionary influence, backed by Prussia, dominated 

the confederation.  While the bourgeoisie demanded a united, liberal German national state, 8

this could not come to fruition after the fall of Napoleon. The German Confederation was 

established in order to preserve the absolute power of the German monarchs. This system would 

persist until liberal reforms swept Germany in 1848.  9

 

The German Revolution of 1848-49 

Like in many other western nations at the time, industrialization was picking up steam in 

the German states. This led to a drastic demographic change in Germany. Population density 

increased, and with it so did urbanisation, as more and more people migrated to towns in order 

to work in new industries. Newly developed railways greatly improved trade between the states 

and greatly expanded inter-state trade. However, economic growth was hampered due to trade 

tariffs and different laws and currencies between the different states. This led to a frustrated 

middle class that wanted an end to this economic stagnation. 

The push for economic reform was largely led by Prussia. Prussian businesses were 

losing profits to taxes that had to be paid when transporting goods between the two Prussian 

territories. In 1818 Prussia abolished trade tariffs within its territories and lowered import rates. 

Other German states followed suit throughout the 1820’s and 1830’s. By 1836, 25 of the 39 

8 "German Confederation." The Columbia Electronic Encyclopedia. © 1994, 2000-2006 on Infoplease. 
© 2000-2017 Sandbox Networks, Inc., publishing as Infoplease. 
28 Aug. 2018 
https://www.infoplease.com/encyclopedia/history/modern-europe/german-history/german-confederation/ 
9 Schwabe, Fabio. “Congress of Vienna.” The German History, 
en.geschichte-abitur.de/restoration-and-vormarz/congress-of-vienna. 

 



 

German states had joined this economic alliance, called the Zollverein. The Zollverein was 

another important step towards unification; as the historian William Carr described it, the 

Zollverein was “the mighty lever of German unification.”  10

Despite the best efforts of various German monarchs, liberal reform was still much 

desired in Germany. Many German states in the south (where Western European influence had 

been strongest) even began writing their own constitutions. But the princes of the German 

Confederation managed to keep their grip on power for many more years. 

In the late 1840’s, economic turmoil was plaguing the German Confederation. The 

discontent from the poor economy and yearnings for a united Germany led to a full scale 

revolution. While most of the revolutions across the German Confederation were somewhat 

mild, they were effective to the point that the old conservative government was forced to step 

down. Elections were held, and the Frankfurt National Assembly was established. The liberals of 

Germany could now realize their dream of uniting their peoples. 

However, this emerging governing body was divided on a number of subjects and 

ultimately not stable. The liberal faction split into two, one moderate and one radical. Different 

parties had conflicting views on the role of Austria in the new government; on one hand it 

essentially led the Holy Roman Empire, but on the other it had too many Slavig, Magyar, and 

Italien inhabitants to effectively pursue German interest. Business interests wanted to use their 

new political powers to strengthen free enterprise and improve the economy, while the poor 

wanted protection against automation and rural impoverishment. 

The national assembly decided on a form of government that included a democratically 

elected legislature and an emperor with limited powers. The crown was offered to Frederick 

William IV, the king of Prussia. Not wanting to accept a position with such limited power whose 

10 “Growth of Nationalism in Germany, 1815-1850.” BBC News , BBC, 
www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zqyrcdm/revision/4. 
 



 

source he hated, he declined the crown. This rejection of political consolidation marked the end 

of the liberals’ hope of unification.  11

 

Unification 

Austria, not wanting to be subjected to the rule of Prussia, was the greatest opposition to 

German unification. It is thus that the decline of Austria paved the way for a united German 

state. 

Austria would see itself descend into isolation over the years. Austria refused to aid 

Russia in the Crimean War, costing Austria its alliance with Russia. Austria would go on to wage 

a war against France and Piedmont. This made Austria appear untrustworthy and weak. As a 

result, Austria would not receive any foreign aid in any conflicts with the German states.  

Economically, Austria could not compete with its rival, Prussia. Germany had 

experienced an economic and industrial boom in the 1850’s. In addition, the Austrian economy 

could not compete with the Zollverein, of which it was excluded. Compared to Austria, Prussia 

had double the length of railway lines, and its production of coal and iron was five times greater. 

Prussian Prime Minister Otto Theodor von Manteuffel also passed a series of reforms to help the 

lower class, including lowering taxes, government assistance for taking out loans, less regulation 

in the coal and iron industries, and better working conditions. Austria was also geographically 

disadvantaged, as it was in a less central position and because southern Europe was overall less 

industrialized.  The poor performance of Austria in its wars in 1859 demonstrated to the rest of 

11 Strauss, Gerald, and Henry Ashby Turner et al. “Germany.” Encyclopædia Britannica, Encyclopædia Britannica, 
Inc., 29 Aug. 2018, www.britannica.com/place/Germany/The-revolutions-of-1848-49. 

 



 

the world how backwards its industry and economy were. The economic and diplomatic decline 

of Austria paved the way for Prussian dominance.   12 13

Unification was ultimately led by the “Iron Chancellor” Otto von Bismarck. In 1861, 

Wilhelm I became king of Prussia, and he appointed Bismarck as his chief minister. Although 

officially reporting to Wilhelm , it was Bismarck who led Prussia, as the latter would regularly 

manipulate the former. Bismarck was a famous advocate of realpolitik, a political ideology 

concerned with getting results rather than any moral or ideological considerations. Bismarck 

would often use royal decrees in order to get things done without elected officials.  

Bismarck was fixated on establishing Prussian dominance in Europe, and he did not 

hesitate to use violence. Bismarck led Germany into a war against Denmark in 1864 in order to 

annex the German speaking territories of Schleswig-Holstein. Two years later Bismarck 

provoked Austrian Emperor Franz Josef I into starting the Austro-Prussian War. The war ended 

with Prussia swiftly defeating the already weakened Austrian Empire. Bismarck, however, did 

not levy a war indemnity against Austria. 

Having dealt with Austria, Bismarck set his sights west to Germany’s historic rival, 

France. Not only did Bismarck see an opportunity to weaken an enemy of Prussia, he saw an 

opportunity to unite the German states against a foreign enemy. Eager to get a war started, 

Bismarck began to stir tensions between the two nations. Bismarck even doctored a telegram 

from Wilhelm I that would leave both countries feeling insulted. France, feeling that its national 

honor had been attacked, declared war in 1870. But by 1871, Prussia and its German allies won a 

decisive victory over France, just as Bismarck had predicted. Prussia annexed the French border 

territories of Alsace and Lorraine, and levied a war indemnity against the French. Finally, as a 

12 “Higher History - Why Unification Was Achieved in Germany .” BBC News, BBC, 
www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zqp3b9q/revision/2.  
13 “Higher History - Why Unification Was Achieved in Germany.” BBC News, BBC, 
www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zqp3b9q/revision/3. 
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grave insult to the French, Wilhelm I was crowned Kaiser (emperor) of a united Germany in the 

Hall of Mirrors at Versailles. The years-long dream of a united Germany had finally been 

realized in the form of the Second Reich.  14

 

 

 

The German Empire and Wilhelm II’s Reign 

After the King of Prussia and Kaiser Frederick III passed away in 1888, his son Wilhelm 

II ascended to the throne at the age of 29. An intelligent man, Wilhelm was also prone to 

emotional outbursts that would often lead to questionable decisions and remarks. After a 

14 History.com Staff. “Otto Von Bismarck.” History.com, A&E Television Networks, 2009, 
www.history.com/topics/otto-von-bismarck. 
 



 

dispute regarding domestic concerns, Wilhelm II dismissed Otto von Bismarck shortly after 

taking power. 

 

Economy and Demographics 

Germany had arisen to become an industrial powerhouse. By 1907 over a million 

Germans were involved in machine building; by 1910 only 40% of Germans lived in rural areas. 

By 1893 Germany produced more steel than the British Empire, and would go on to produce 

twice as much by 1914. By 1913 63% of Germany’s exports were finished goods. The only major 

continental market that Germany could not overcome was that of France.  

Two million Germans remained in traditional artisanal markets despite the widespread 

industrialization. Although Germany’s factories were superior to those of France and Great 

Britain, it’s pre-industrial sector was lagging behind. Germany was a nation of small workshops, 

and also “dwarf-sized farms,” as 60% of farmers owned less than five acres of land. Those who 

worked traditional occupations would often turn to anti-semitism in times of economic 

depression, an ideology that was portrayed “as both patriotic and anticapitalist.”  15

 

Foreign Policy 

In 1891, Wilhelm II decided to do away with Bismarck’s Realpolitik and instead 

established Weltpolitik, or “world policy.” The aim of this policy was to convert Germany into a 

formidable world power through aggressive diplomacy, a strong navy, and the acquisition of 

overseas colonies. This policy began to rise to prominence following an 1897 Reichstag debate in 

which German Foreign Secretary Bernhard von Bülow remarked that “We wish to throw no one 

into the shade, but we demand our own place in the sun.” Germany was late to the race, as the 

15 Hamerow, Theodore S., and Charles Calvert Bayley. “Germany.” Encyclopædia Britannica, Encyclopædia 
Britannica, Inc., 29 Aug. 2018, www.britannica.com/place/Germany/The-economy-1890-1914. 

 



 

“Scramble for Africa” and colonies in the pacific had largely concluded. Germany was able to 

colonize the leftover territory in Africa and the Pacific and create the largest colonial empire 

behind Great Britain and France.  However, the economic value of these colonies was limited, 16

and it became difficult to justify the huge costs expended on securing them. 

 

 

 

Meanwhile, Wilhelm and his naval adviser Alfred von Tirpitz  followed through with 

Weltpolitik and invested significant resources into making Germany into a formidable naval 

power. The new German battleships were not only able to defend the fatherland’s coastline, but 

could also challenge the navies of the other naval powers. As Germany already had the world’s 

most powerful army at this point, Britain became concerned with Germany’s rise as a naval 

power. In 1907, Britain and Russia put aside their differences and allied with one another, as the 

latter had fallen out with Germany following Bismarck’s departure. France, still reeling from its 

16 Boundless. “Boundless World History.” Lumen , Open SUNY Textbooks, 
courses.lumenlearning.com/boundless-worldhistory/chapter/german-imperalism/. 
 



 

defeat in 1871, wanted revenge. These three nations rallied to each other’s side, forming the 

Triple Entente.  

This put Germany in a very precarious position, with three major powers allied against it. 

Germany would try and break up the alliance, but would not succeed. Italy was an unreliable 

ally, and thus Germany’s only reliable ally was the dual monarchy of Austria-Hungary. At this 

point, the Germans felt that time was not on their side, and hoped that should war break out, it 

would be soon, with a quick, localized conflict between Austria-Hungary and Serbia (with a 

victory for the former). If Tsarist Russia were to aid its Slavic brother Serbia, the German people 

could be rallied against the hostile empire. This was also seen as acceptable because the 

Germans doubted the long-term strength of their alliance with Austria-Hungary. 

On top of all of this, governing back home became more and more difficult with a 

democratically elected Reichstag and a Prussian parliament that represented a conservative 

plutocracy.  17

 

Politics and Government 

With Prussia as the dominant entity within the German Empire, there were disparities 

between political representation among the various regional assemblies and national 

assemblies. The minister president of Prussia was also the Chancellor, as the Chancellor was an 

unelected leader appointed by the Kaiser. Due to this elitist lean and the fact that Prussia was 

dominated by conservative parties, the emergence of the Centre party and the Social Democratic 

Party (SPD) went against the Germany that Otto envisioned when he drafted his constitution 

that supported a rural and conservative ideology. The emergence of non-conservative parties 

17 Strauss, Gerald, and Patrick J. Geary et al. “Germany.” Encyclopædia Britannica, 
Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc., 29 Aug. 2018, 
www.britannica.com/place/Germany/Foreign-policy-1890-1914. 
 



 

and Catholics, who had meaningful support, led Otto to start his Kulturkampf against 

Catholicism to tamper with their political freedom. The culture war was a failure, largely due to 

Catholics realizing that they needed a political party as a defense against the persecution that 

Otto had waged upon them. A similar undertaking was waged against the SPD, in which 

socialists felt threatened and many fled the nation. 1890 marked a turning point in German 

elections as the anti-conservative parties made large gains in the Reichstag. Even though there 

was large support for left leaning parties, the Junker class was still a powerful force in German 

politics. 

Leo von Caprivi, Bismarck's successor, went against the established political norms by 

working with Bismarck's opposition. As Bismarck was a part of the Junker class of elite, land 

owning families, he was a friend of the wealthy upper class. Caprivi, though, was from a military 

background and saw his policies of lifting the grain tariff and creating new trade deals as good 

for Germany. Even though those policies were successful in boosting the economy, Caprivi fell 

casual to the power that the landed elite still played in German politics. Even though the Junker 

class made their voices known, Federal Elections demonstrated a different majority. The SPD 

party gained in popularity from 1890 into the 20th century and received more votes than any 

other party in all elections after 1890. However, they were not the largest party in the Reichstag, 

due to constituencies favoring the rural population and rejecting the urbanization of German 

cities. Apart from the growth of the SPD and the Centre, single issue parties such as the Navy 

League and Farmers League grew in popularity with foreign policy aims. Such single issue 

parties had large followings that came from wealthy or middle class supporters, who were able 

to effectively vocalize their platform and create change through such platform. 1912 was the last 

German election in the Empire, and the SPD entered the Reichstag as the largest party 

catapulting a leftist agenda to the mainstream. The SPD sweep was magnified through down 

 



 

ballot wins that marked a transition towards a representative democracy in some states. The 

political system of Bismarck was a traditional, conservative framework that sought to maintain 

conservatives, but his resignation prompted a new wave of progressive action that could reshape 

an empire.   18

 

The Powder Keg: Europe in 1913 

As the political landscape of Germany transformed after Bismark, Theobald Bethmann 

Hollweg and his cabinet came to the realization that Germany’s foreign policy goal of becoming 

a global power had failed. Germany was seen as an agitator in world affairs and, thus, sought to 

break up alliances that were forming against the Empire. Even with concessions made in its 

efforts to limit the power of France, the UK, or Russia, their alliance remained firm. Germany 

refocused its ambition into the Balkans and Eastern Europe, as that was seen as the most likely 

place to see centralized German power. Through this policy Germany assured Austria-Hungary 

of loyalty in the face of war. Underlying racial and ethnic tensions undermined the strength of 

Austria Hungary and the alliance system that was built up throughout the 20th century was on 

the verge of springing into action. Peace is in the balance and one wrong move can cause the 

conflicts of Europe to boil over into a veritable storm of swords.  19

 

 

 

 

 

18 Bayley, Charles Calvert, and Peter John Heather et al. “Germany.” Encyclopædia Britannica, Encyclopædia 
Britannica, Inc., 29 Aug. 2018, www.britannica.com/place/Germany/Politics-1890-1914. 
19 See footnote 17 

 



 

Questions to Consider: 

● With which nations should Germany ally? 

● Should Germany attempt to maintain the peace, or is war in the Empire’s 

best interests? On that note, how would Germany go about maintaining 

peace or starting a war? 

● To what extent should Germany commit itself to treaties with other 

nations? If war were to breakout, should Germany join the fray? 

● Germany is in a precarious geographic position. How would Germany 

survive and win a two-front war? 

● What form will German foreign policy take? 

● Germany is a rich nation. How can it best make use of its resources? 

● What kind of role will Germany play in Europe? 

● Germany is an industrial powerhouse. How can technology be used to the 

Empire’s advantage? Furthermore, at what point has technological 

advancement gone too far? 

● How will Germany interact with non-European players? 

● How can domestic discontent be dealt with? 

● How should Germany deal with its colonial possessions moving forward? 

Should Germany seek new colonies? 

● Is the current German leadership adequate? 
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