


People`s Democratic Republic of Algeria, President Abdelaziz Bouteflika  
Since its independence from France in 1962, Algeria's economy has been dominated by the state. 
Algeria’s reliance on hydrocarbon revenues to fund the government has recently come under 
stress due to declining oil prices. Algeria is the 6th largest gas exporter in the world and has the 
10th largest reserve of natural gas. Additionally, there is growing tension about fulfilling the 
increased subsidies to the populus following the Arab Spring in 2011. In the fall of 2017, 
President Bouteflika made an announcement that he wanted to commit to the development 
“non-conventional” energy resources. Non-hydrocarbon exports have not increased and 
hydrocarbon exports have actually decrease because of increased domestic demand and field 
depletion. 
 
Republic of Angola, President João Lourenço 
Angola has used its large oil reserves to rapidly rebuild since the end of its 27-year civil war in 
2002. The oil sector accounts for more than 90% of the country’s exports while diamonds make 
up an additional 5%. Today, the country struggles with a vast array of socio-economic problems. 
40% of Angolans live below the poverty line and unemployment is a huge issue, especially 
among the young adult population. About 45% of the country is under the age of 15 and the 
population is likely to stay young as there is a fertility rate of more than 5 children per women. 
82% of the male population is literate, but only 61% of the female population is literate. The 
main livelihood of Angolans is based in subsistence agriculture, but the country also imports 
about half of its food. 
 
Republic of Benin, President Mr Patrice Talon 
French Dahomey gained independence in 1960, but only changed its name to Benin 15 years 
later. The country was the first African nation to transfer from a dictatorship to a democracy. 
There is very limited potable water in the country and they also struggle with water pollution. 
Poaching and deforestation are a concern for native wildlife. Poverty, unemployment, increased 
living costs, and dwindling resources have caused mass emigration from the country and today 
more than 40% of Beninese live abroad in places such as Nigeria and Cote d’Ivoire. Many 
children are sent to work as domestic servants, miners, or farm hands in neighboring areas. 
Piracy and electricity generation are large roadblocks for the country’s economy. The country is 
currently in discussions with Togo for funding a hydroelectric border on the Mona River.  
 
Republic of Botswana, President Mokgweetsi Masisi 
Botswana gained its independence from Britain in 1966 and has benefited from more than 50 
years of uninterrupted civilian leadership under the ruling Botswana Democratic Party, 
progressive social policies, and noteworthy capital investment. Today the country enjoys one of 
the most stable economies in Africa. Mineral extraction, mostly diamond mining, makes up 
most of the economy, but the country has been recently profiting from the growing tourism 
sector based on intense and strict conservation practices for its nature preserves. 
 
Republic of Cameroon, President Paul Biya 
Cameroon has enjoyed relative stability and the country has seen flourishing of the agriculture, 



roads, railway, and petroleum industries since its transition from a French colony to a unitary 
state. There is a slow movement to a more democratic government, but President Biya holds 
considerable power. The country is tacking the problems of wildlife poaching, overfishing, and 
overhunting within its borders. The country has poor school and health care infrastructure and 
constantly faces issue with providing its population clean water and sanitation. Mismanagement 
of public finances and lack of investment in social safety are partly responsible for its high 
poverty rates. The economy is market-based and relies heavily on hydrocarbons, timber, mining, 
service and agriculture but has a poor climate for business. The current government provides 
heavy subsidies for basic necessities such as electricity, food, and fuel while neglecting education 
and healthcare. 
 
Republic of Cote d'Ivoire, President Alassane Dramane Ouattara 
The “Ivory Coast” is known for its cocoa; it’s the world’s largest producer today, and previously 
strong post-colonial ties with France which made it attractive for foreign investors. At the end of 
1990, a military coup overthrew the government and the country has seen a lot of political 
turmoil since then. Unrest has continually closed down schools for months disrupting the 
education of the very youthful population. This is particularly disastrous for the women of the 
country, of which only 33% are literate. The country exports a lot of coffee and palm oil and 
mines for gold. They are looking into efficiently exporting electricity to neighboring countries as 
a way to increase revenue. 
 
Republic of the Congo, President Denis Sassou-Nguesso 
The former French region of the Middle Congo declared independence in 1960.The Republic of 
the Congo is one of Africa's largest petroleum producers, but the country needs to explore its 
new offshore oil finds to combat declining production. New mining projects, with a focus in iron 
ore which started production in 2013, could potentially add as much as $1 billion to annual 
government revenue. The government has struggled in recent years to pay civil servant salaries 
resulting in many strikes by various groups such as doctors, nurses, and teachers. This year the 
country’s external debt level is expected to approach 120% of GDP. 
 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, President Joseph Kabila 
The country has huge reserves of copper and other natural resources. It is also one of the hardest 
countries to navigate and do business with because of issues with security, transparency and 
infrastructure. Thus, the economy performs poorly regardless of its vast natural resource wealth. 
Systemic corruption has plagued the government since the country’s independence from 
Belgium in 1960. Countrywide instability and intermittent conflict that began in the early-90s 
has decreased the national output, and government revenue all while increasing external debt. 
The country has an uncertain legal framework and a lack of transparency in government policy 
which create issues for investors for the large mining sector and the rest of the economy. In 
unlicense mines within the country, some Congolese adults are subjected to forced labor. 
Children are also forced to work in agriculture, mining, mineral smuggling, vending, portering, 
and begging operations around the country.  
 



Republic of Djibouti, President Ismail Omar Guelleh 
Formally known as the French Territory of the Afars and the Issas, the Djibouti state came into 
existence in 1977. The country still has strong ties to France and today boasts a strong 
relationship with the United States. The country host military bases for both countries as well as 
a Chinese base. Djibouti is strategically at the intersection of the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden so 
it sees a lot of port traffic from goods going around the east African highlands and 
transshipments between Europe, the Middle East, and Asia. Djibouti acts as a refueling center 
and place of transit with a large focus on re-exporting Ethiopia’s coffee. The country is mostly 
urban and poor with issues of unemployment, illiteracy, and childhood malnutrition. The 
country is natural resource poor and imports 80% of its food. Youth unemployment is at a 
staggering 80%. The Doraleh Port and Djibouti-Addis Ababa Railway were recently completed 
with support from China so that the country can better capitalize on its strategic location. 
 
Arab Republic of Egypt, President Abdel Fatah el-Sisi 
Egypt was one of the greatest civilization our world has ever seen due to the predictability of the 
annual Nile River flood. Today, the rapidly growing population, the largest in the Arab world, 
faces challenges with limited arable land. Egypt’s current government is looking to invest 
significant capital into communications and physical infrastructure. Limited freshwater 
resources are even further strained under the immense population. 95% of the population 
occupies 5% of the country’s territory. Education rates are lower and labor force participation 
rates are higher for Egyptian women compared to their male counterparts. There is also a 
disturbingly high prevalence of violence against women in the country. Egypt enjoys a relatively 
diverse economy based on agriculture, hydrocarbons, and tourism. 
 
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, President Mulatu Teshome 
Besides a brief stint with an Italian occupation from 1936 to 1941, the ancient Ethiopian 
monarchy maintained its freedom from colonial rule. A socialist state was established in 1974, 
until rebel forces toppled the regime in 1991. Today the one-party state has a planned economy. 
While Ethiopia has Africa’s second highest population, 80% of the people live in rural areas. 
Land pressures and environmental destruction are the two key issues facing today’s 
government. There is very little income-inequality, one of the lowest in the world, but the 
country is also one of the poorest. Coffee is one of the country’s most important exports. China 
has a lot of direct foreign investment in the country focusing on infrastructure projects, 
agriculture, and leather products. 
 
Republic of Ghana, President Nana Akufo-Addo 
Ghana was the first sub-Saharan colony to gain its independence in 1957 from the United 
Kingdom when it combined the two areas of the Gold Coast and Togoland. Recurring drought in 
the northern part of the country has hurt agricultural activities. Wildlife in the country is 
threatened due to poaching and the destruction of their habitat. Ghana has one of the highest 
rates of elderly people in sub-Saharan Africa due to better health care, nutrition, and hygiene. 
For the past 30 years, Ghana has experience a drain of healthcare and educational professors 
leaving for the United States and United Kingdom. Ghana’s market-economy has few barriers 



put in place so it is prime to become an excellent trading partner when compared to other 
countries in the region. Gold, oil, and cocoa exports, as well as individual remittances bring in 
foreign cash to the country. Ghana faces issues with access to affordable electricity, limited 
resources for domestic revenue, and the state high debt. Its government is looking into new oil 
and gas production combined with better monetary management to improve the effectiveness of 
government spending. 
 
Republic of Kenya, President Uhuru Muigai Kenyatta 
Following a two month period of violence in 2007 brought about by charges of rigged voting, 
Kenya adopted a new constitution in 2010 in a national referendum. It created addition checks 
and balances for the government as well as creating 47 new counties. Some Kenyans seek higher 
education in the United Kingdom due to its colonial connections, but immigration rules are 
becoming increasingly stricter. Lots of Kenyans emigrant from the country, but they also are a 
host country for refugees. Illegal poaching is an issue that the country continues to face. Nairobi 
has recently borrowed a lot of money from China to improve its infrastructure such as building 
the The Mombasa–Nairobi Standard Gauge Railway. Much of the population is involved in the 
agriculture sector and works on small plots of land. About 40% of the population is considered 
to be under or unemployed. 
 
Republic of Liberia, President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf 
Liberia was settled by the former freed slaves the of the United States. Together, with the 
inhabitants of the interior, the country tried to promote foreign investment. There was a military 
coup in 1980, and the country has been struggling since then. The nation fought a civil war for 
14 years and was hit hard by the Ebola epidemic in 2014-2015. Liberia has access to water, 
mineral wealth, timber, and good land for agriculture, but still relies on outside assistance for 
inward cash flow. The country is looking to increasing its gold mining capacities.  
 
Libya, President Mohammed El-Megaref 
The Ottoman Turks occupied the area when Italy took over control it in 1911 until their defeat in 
World War II. The area was under UN administration until independence in 1951. A civil war in 
2011 ended the ruling of the old Gaddafi regime and today the country is looking at how to 
complete national political reconciliation. More than 90% of the country is a desert or 
semi-desert with very limited access to freshwater. The country is a hub for transiting migrants 
who abuse the country political instability and weak border as a jumping point to get to Europe. 
The country is dependent of hydrocarbon exports, but also struggles with continuous and 
frequent power outages. Living conditions within the country suffer due to the political unrest 
and lack of security. 
 
Republic of Mozambique, President Filipe Nyusi 
The country is sparsely populated and extremely poor. Mozambique was under Portuguese rule 
for nearly 500 years before independence in 1975. A massive emigration and economic 
dependence on South Africa combined with a severe drought, and lengthy civil war really 
delayed the country’s development until around 1995. The country had abandoned Marxism as 



its leading ideology and by 1990 there were multiparty elections and a free market economy. 
Two major oil players, American companies ExxonMobil and Anadarko, are seeking government 
approval to develop massive natural gas deposits off the coast. If approved this project would be 
the largest infrastructure project in Africa. The government would then see an influx of billions 
of dollars in revenue potential starting in 2022.  
 
Republic of Madagascar, H. E. Mr Hery Martial Rakotoarimanana 
Rajaonarimampianina 
Madagascar gained its independence from the French in 1960. The country has a very youthful 
population and a high birth rate will ensure a rapidly growing population. In general, the 
population lives in rural areas and is very poor. Many young Malagasy girls are withdrawn from 
school so that they can marry early and begin having a lot of children. These child marriages are 
illegal, but difficult to enforce in rural areas. Eighteen main ethnic groups all speak the same 
language, but the islands past filled with different settlers and domestic slavery still leave a 
legacy of a caste system. Today’s slave descendants may have difficulty with finding a job or 
getting a good education regardless of Madagascar’s constitutional guarantee of free compulsory 
primary education. The economy is mostly unregulated and focuses on agriculture. Slash and 
burn agricultural techniques have left the island an environmental disaster. Madagascar's most 
important commodity is vanilla and Madagascar’s production makes up around 80% of the 
world’s supply.  
 
Republic of Mauritius, President Ameenah Gurib-Fakim 
The French took control of the island in the 18th century and then the British captured the 
island at the beginning of the 19th century during the Napoleonic Wars. The island became 
independent in 1968 and has since been a stable democracy with a lot of foreign investment and 
enjoys one of the highest per capita incomes in Africa. Following World War II, there was a huge 
push in the education sector and still today many young men and women recieve an education. 
The island is relatively small with limited resources so it is key that the government focuses on 
sustainability. There was no indigenous population so the island has an ethnic mix of 
Europeans, Africans and Indians. Mauritius has transformed its economy from a low-income, 
agriculturally-based economy to a diversified, upper middle-income economy. Its most 
important sectors today are industrial, financial, and tourism. This has resulted in better 
infrastructure, longer life expectancy, equitable income distribution, and lower infant mortality 
rates. Sugarcane is grown on about 90% of the cultivated land area and dominates the island 
landscape, but sugar makes up only around 3-4% of national GDP. The current government is 
looking to expanded its “ocean” economy as a way to grow. 
 
Republic of Malawi, President Peter Muharika 
The British protectorate of Nyasaland gained its independence to become Malawi in 1964. 
Today, the country struggles with population growth, increasing pressure on agricultural lands, 
and government corruption. Malawi’s high population density puts high pressure in managing 
its land, water, and forest resources. This is poses a significant issues dealing with the 
sustainability of the agriculturally based economy and could even worsen food shortages the 



country currently faces. Approximately 80% of the population is employed in agriculture and 
relies heavily on tobacco production. Recent droughts have been devastating to the country. 
 
Republic of Mali, President Ibrahim Boubakar Keita 
The former Sudanese Republic became Mali after independence from France after 1960. The 
country was a dictatorship until 1991 when a democratic regime was put in place. Rising ethnic 
tensions resulted the the overthrowing of the government in 2012 by a rebel fraction. Today, 
there is tentative peace, but terrorist organisations still conduct operations threatening the 
country. Mali is the 13th poorest country in the world. The country is landlocked and depends 
on gold mining and agriculture production, along with foreign aid. Corruption and political 
turmoil currently hinders any bright economic forecast. 
 
Kingdom of Morocco, King Mohammed VI 
Morocco withdrew from the African Union in 1982 after a territorial conflict with the newly 
admitted Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic, but rejoined the AU in January 2017. Algeria, 
along with several other member states, strongly opposed Morocco’s return because they believe 
that the sovereignty infringement of the SADR violates the AU principles. The region of the 
Western Sahara has been mostly under Morocco de facto administrative, but the UN does not 
recognized its administration control of the region. Morocco struggled against France for 
independence until 1956. The current monarch's grandfather instituted a new state under a 
constitutional monarchy and in 1957 assumed the title of king. Better health care, nutrition, 
hygiene, and vaccination coverage have greatly benefited the nation compared to other African 
nations. Many young adults in Morocco are currently unemployed due the lack of job creation as 
many Moraceans are living longer which increases its working-age population. Morocco benefits 
from its proximity to Europe and relatively low labor costs that have created a relatively diverse, 
open, market-oriented economy. Important aspects of the economy include agriculture, tourism, 
aerospace, automotive, phosphates, textiles, apparel, and subcomponents. Morocco has 
increased investment in its port, transportation, and industrial infrastructure as it wants to 
situate itself as a hub for business throughout Africa and a connection to the entire world. 
Morocco has started to focus on increasing its renewable energy capacity. The education system 
and judiciary institutions are the most pressing issues for the country today. 
 
Federal Republic of Nigeria, President Muhammadu Buhari 
Nigeria has the largest population of any African nation. Overpopulation has put serious stress 
on the environment. It became independent from Britain in 1960. Their country was mostly 
under military rule until 1999 when a new constitution solidified a civilian government. Today’s 
government has had issues with corruption and mismanagement of the country which has a 
mostly petroleum-based economy. President Buhari has made some efforts to increase 
government transparency while also working on public-private partnerships for roads, 
agriculture, and power. 
 
 
 



Republic of Rwanda, President Paul Kagame 
The Hutus, the majority ethnic group in Rwanda overthrew the ruling king who was from the 
Tutsi group in 1959. Three years later they declared independence from Belgium. Thousands of 
Tutsis were killed or exiled to neighboring countries and then a civil war started in 1990. A 
genocide in 1994 left 75% of the Tutsi population dead. Many girls within the country are 
receiving an education as well which has decreased the county’s birthrate. Rwanda is densely 
populated and the government struggles with the reduction of poverty and reducing 
environmental stress. Deforestation for fuel is a major concern. Rwanda is based on a rural and 
agricultural economy, but they constantly face food shortages. 
 
Republic of South Africa, President Cyril Ramaphosa 
In 1948, the Afrikaner-dominated National Party was voted into power and instituted a policy of 
apartheid, separate development of the races. The first multiracial elections in 1994 following 
the end of apartheid ushered in majority rule under an African National Congress-led 
government. The new President Ramaphosa has pledged to crack down on corruption and 
support state-owned enterprises. South Africa lacks arterial rivers or lakes so they must work on 
extensive water conservation and control measures as the growth in water usage exceeds the 
supply. South Africa enjoys an abundant supply of natural resources, and well-developed 
financial, legal, communications, energy, and transport sectors. The country suffers from a high 
level of inequality.  
 
United Republic of Tanzania, President John Magufuli 
Tanzania comprises of the merger of Tanganyika and Zanzibar after achieving independence 
from Britain in the beginning of the 1960s. The population of Tanzania is very young as about 
65% of the population is under the age of 25. Tanzania’s market economy benefits from its 
natural resources and tourism. The government has some influence in the telecommunications, 
banking, energy, and mining sectors. Tanzania is very depended on its agriculture sector which 
is one-fourth of GDP, but employs two-thirds of the workforce. All land is lease from the 
government. The newly elected government wants to focus on creating a better business 
environment through improved infrastructure, access to financing, and education progress. 
However, the government has failed to work out how the budget will accommodate these 
projects. Foreign investors in Tanzania are worried about the recent action of President 
Magufuli as he tries to protect local industries.  
 
Togolese Republic, President Faure Gnassingbé 
In 1960, Togo became independent from France. The same family previously ruled for 50 years, 
but today is said to have generally free and fair elections. Very little of their rainforests remain 
and much of the country has seen slash and burn agriculture destroy the environment. 
Following a 2008 reform, Togo eliminated the enrollment fees for primary schools so education 
enrollment skyrocketed. This put a strain on resources such as teachers, school space and 
materials. The main concern now is promoting female education and further expanding students 
in secondary and tertiary schools. The country has recently upgraded its infrastructure with a 
new airport, roads, and seaport. 



 
Republic of Zambia, President Edgar Lungu  
Zambia is a major copper producer, but the incidence of poverty, about 60%, has remained 
virtually unchanged during 2000–10, despite a doubling of economic output in this period. 
Formally the territory of Northern Rhodesia, the country was renamed after independence in 
1964. There are approximately 70 different ethnicities of mostly Bantu-speaking people 
represented in the country. Zambia has one of the highest fertility rates in the world of 6 
children per woman. This is attributed to lack of access to family planning services, education 
for girls, and limited employment options for women. Zambia also exhibits wide fertility 
disparities based on rural or urban location, education, and income. Zambia suffers a “brain 
drain” of a small amount well educated people emigrating. This has a monumental effect on the 
rest of Zambian population because there is limited human capital and lack of educational 
infrastructure for developing skilled professionals in key fields. There are very few educational 
institutions that can train medical professions and in general very little compared to other 
African nations is spent on education. The rampant poaching in the country seriously threatens 
rhinoceros, elephant, antelope, and large cat populations which is compounded by the rapid 
deforestation in the country. 
 
Republic of Zimbabwe, President Emmerson Dambudzo Mnangagwa 
In 1923, the United Kingdom took over power from the British South Africa Company. By 1961, 
a new constitution was put in place that favored the white population. Zimbabwe declared 
independence in in 1980. Zimbabwe is notable for its land redistribution campaign which 
mostly occurred after 2000 that drove white farmers to emigrate from the country, and 
destroyed the economy, thus limiting the access to basic goods and services. Zimbabwe was once 
home to the largest black rhinoceros herd, but the country now struggles with intense poaching. 
Some areas around the country are experiencing toxic waste and heavy metal pollution due to 
poor mining practices and regulation enforcement. The mining and agriculture sectors make up 
most of the economy. The government printed money to balance the budget deficit up until 
2009 which caused hyperinflation and the use of mostly US currency today. 
 
Source: 
"World Factbook." Central Intelligence Agency. April 01, 2016. Accessed September 03, 2018. 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/. 
 




