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Dear Delegates,  

 

Welcome to VAMUN XXXVII and the Berlin Conference! We sincerely hope that you will 

enjoy your time at the University of Virginia and the committees and delegate events that we 

have all worked so hard to prepare. We are excited that you have chosen this committee and 

eagerly anticipate a weekend full of stimulating debate and exciting crises.  

 

I am your chair, Kate Rutman, from McLean, Virginia. I am a third year studying Foreign 

Affairs and Environmental Science. I have been a part of the Model UN community since middle 

school. I am looking forward to a lively and well-argued debate with relaxed procedure. 

 

I am Carolyn Ours, your Crisis Director! I am a casual history buff who is excited to make 

the Berlin Conference into a unique and interactive committee experience. I am a fourth-year 

from Springfield, Virginia and am studying Economics while working on my Master’s in Public 

Policy. I have been participating in Model U.N. since the seventh grade and most recently served 

as Chair of the Society of Jesus committee at VICS XXII, our collegiate conference.  

 

Hopefully you will find this background guide a useful starting point as you dive into the 

ins and outs of imperialism on the African continent. We provide some resources at the end of 

this document to get you started on research. If you need any help with preparation for the 

conference, please reach out to us at the emails listed below! Understanding your home 

country’s economic and political needs will be a strong foundation for this committee, and 

combines well with quick thinking and cooperative diplomacy. Position papers are required to 

receive an award and are not to exceed one page, single-spaced (Times New Roman, size 12). 

Please turn in a hard copy at the beginning of the first session.  

 

Finally, we would like to note that this committee does deal with important and sensitive 

historical topics, including the slave trade and colonization of the Congo Basin. We trust that all 

delegates will approach these topics with a sensitivity and level of understanding that was not 

present in that historical moment. We urge all delegates to found their debates in matters of 

economics, politics, and national interests and avoid racial, ethnic, or cultural insensitivity. If 

you need clarification as to what that means or looks like, please email us.  

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us or our Under-Secretary-General, Caroline, who can 

answer any general questions about the conference. She can be reached at crisis@vamun.org. 
Happy researching and see you soon!  

 

Best,  

 

Kate Rutman & Carolyn Ours  

cer3ed@virginia.edu || cao5eq@virginia.edu  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:crisis@vamun.org


Committee Overview  

 

This committee will convene beginning November 15, 1884 and the Chair will 

represent  Otto von Bismarck, Chancellor of Germany. While the basis for the committee 

is historical, events that occur may not follow what actually occurred in 1884-85. The 

most  significant difference between the historical Conference and this committee is the 

inclusion of African representatives, which will present a new set of perspectives and 

challenges to the European powers.  

Committee directives will pass by simple majority based on quorum and will 

address the variety of crises that arise in committee. Personal directives will be 

submitted to the crisis staff and leverage the portfolio powers of each position. However, 

the  main goal of the West Africa Conference is to pass an act by the end of the weekend 

that has been signed by all agreeing delegations with approval of their home 

governments.  This goal emphasizes two things: diplomacy and truth to position. 

Drafting  a final act requires cooperation and compromise, and the crisis staff will 

determine  if your home government would logically approve the provisions of the act. 

The  act to be passed at the conclusion of the Conference will be binding to all 

signatories.  While there is no set topic for this committee, debate will largely focus on 

the  three aims of the Berlin Conference: to secure free trade and navigation through 

West Africa, to address the slave trade, and to establish rules for future occupations on 

the  continent.  

Position papers are required for this committee and conference. Please submit no 

more  than one page, single-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman at the beginning of the 
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conference.  While short papers are challenging, we encourage you to focus on concisely 

communicating  your country’s position, goals, and strategy. Make sure to follow the 

VAMUN  Policy Statement and cite all of your sources appropriately.  

While some nations present at the conference had a comparatively small 

presence  in Africa, the committee will allow all delegates to exercise significant 

bargaining  power and influence.  

 

Background 

 

This section will provide context for the events leading up to the West African 

Conference.  It will be helpful to pay close attention to the maps provided. 

 

Looking  Towards Africa  

By the 1880s, three main factors were driving European powers towards Africa. 

The  first and foremost was industrialization. The growing industrial sector generated a 

demand  for a steady stream of raw materials, as well as markets for finished goods. As 

the  slave trade dwindled following British abolition in 1807, Africa’s role in global 

commerce  pivoted, poising the region to provide natural resources and essential travel 

routes  to the East. The tropical climate of the continent is conducive to cultivating cash 

crops, which were shipped directly to manufacturers in Europe. However, African states 

began  to emerge and centralize, gaining control over production, exports, and trade. 

Their  governments were able to drive up prices for in-demand goods. European powers 
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knew that they could drive these prices down by establishing colonies, thus taking 

control of land and resources.   
1

The second southward push came from the political motives of competing 

empires.  Britain, Germany, France, Belgium, Italy, Spain, and Portugal had long been 

competing  for power and influence around the world. By acquiring territories and 

amassing  economic resources, they could demonstrate dominance over competing 

powers. Increased nationalism on the European continent lead nations to seek new 

lands to expand their influences. Colonies also allowed for naval expansion and 

demonstration  of military might.  

The third driving factor was the availability of technology and information that 

allowed for African exploration. Throughout the 1850s and 1860s, expeditions into the 

continent charted the topography and natural richness of the African continent. 

Findings from these expeditions could be easily communicated by telegraph, and 

information  transfer became a valuable asset for responding to intercontinental 

situations  quickly. Steamboats increased the mobility of naval forces and military 

developments--including  the machine gun--further solidifying the military advantage of 

European  powers over African powers. A breakthrough in medicine also allowed 

Europeans  to explore Africa with the  use of quinine, an antimalarial drug. Now 

European  influence could expand into Asia and Africa without succumbing to malaria, 

removing  yet another existing barrier to colonization.   
2

1  Settles, Joshua Dwayne, “The Impact of Colonialism on African Economic Development,” TRACE (May 

1996), accessed 13 June 2017 

http://trace.tennessee.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1182&context=utk_chanhonoproj  
2  The Saylor Foundation, “Facilitating Imperialism Through Advanced Technologies,” Saylor.org (N.d), 

accessed 13 June 2017. 
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Together, these factors contributed to the rise of New Imperialism, a period that 

lasted from the 1870s until the onset of the first World War. However, it is impossible to 

discuss the period of New Imperialism without acknowledging the religious and social 

justifications given for colonizing the African continent, which propelled colonialism 

forward.  The famed explorer David Livingstone claimed that Africa must be ‘liberated’ 

by the three C’s:  commerce, Christianity, and civilization. His statement was 

representative  of a wider sentiment that European colonists would civilize areas 

occupied by indigenous Africans. Pseudo-scientific theories regarding racial hierarchies 

and the supposed superiority of Europeans were used to justify colonial expansion, 

especially  among the general public.  While these ideas are easily dismissed from a 
3

modern  perspective, it is important to recognize them for what they were: foundations 

for  cultural mindsets that made exploitation and subjugation of indigenous people and 

lands not only permissible, but desirable. While this mindset was widespread across 

European  powers, their personal economic and political interests were far more relevant 

to  the negotiations in Berlin. With that in mind, delegates are to rely on strategic 

interests  rather than false science and racism to advance their policy objectives in 

committee.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.saylor.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/HIST103-5.3.1-TechnologyandImperialism-F

INAL.pdf  
3  David, Saul, “Slavery and the ‘Scramble for Africa’”, BBC, 17 February 2011, accessed 17 July 2017. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/abolition/scramble_for_africa_article_01.shtml  
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Early Explorations

 

 

Portugal had been the most 

omnipresent  force in the region at the 

beginning of the century, controlling 

relatively  vast amounts of land, but 

exercising  little influence. The 

Portuguese  laid claim to several areas 

along  the west coast (modern-day 

Angola),  including both sides of the 

mouth  of the Congo river, and a few 

major  ports on the southeast coast. 

Most Portuguese territories had no 

military or political presence, which 

weakened their regional authority.  

These claims were already beginning to face competition in the mid-1800s. Dutch 

and French manufacturers constructed factories that bordered Portugal’s holdings, and 

Great Britain began to question the legitimacy of Portuguese claims in Angola. 

Meanwhile,  Pierre Savorgnan de Brazza gained notoriety for his explorations southward 

into  Africa and the Congo Basin. While de Brazza managed to skirt around Portuguese 

holdings in his river expeditions, French encroachment became evident. He established 
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the  settlement of Brazzaville in 1880, with the local Bateke leader signing a treaty that 

exchanged protection of the lands in exchange for subjugation to the French Empire.   
4

 

Belgium Enters the Congo Basin  

Belgium was simultaneously beginning to establish and institutionalize control in 

Africa.  Their first action was establishing the International African Society in 1876. 

Spear-headed  by King Leopold II of Belgium, the society included global explorers, 

geographers,  and even philanthropists. The purpose of the society was to “civilize” the 

local population of Central Africa.  King Leopold 
5

had imagined that each national would be 

represented in the Society at a headquarters 

located in Brussels. The plan was never fully 

realized however.  In 1877, Henry Morton 

Stanley, a Welsh-American journalist and 

explorer, mapped the path of the Congo River to 

the sea, solidifying its importance as a trade and 

transportation route of interest. King Leopold 

shifted  his attention away from the society, leading to its eventual abandonment.  

 

4  DeLeon, Daniel, “The Conference at Berlin on the West-African Question,” Political Science Quarterly 1, 

no. 1 (1886): accessed 20 July 2017, http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/2139304 
5  The Editors of Encyclopædia Britannica. "Association Internationale Africaine." Encyclopædia 

Britannica. February 20, 2015. Accessed September 01, 2017. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Association-Internationale-Africaine. 
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Leopold followed the discovery of new path with the creation of the Committee 

for  Studies of the Upper Congo in 1878.  A group of international bankers provided the 
6

funding  for the group. The group rebranded as the International Association of the 

Congo  (alternatively, the International Congo Society). This group was far more 

economically  minded than the International African Society and hoped to open the 

Congo  area to trade. They pursued this goal by opening trading and administrative 

stations along the Congo river and by negotiating individual trade agreements and 

treaties  with local chiefs. By 1884, as many as 450 chiefs had signed over their tribal 

lands to the Society, and by extension, Leopold II. Stanley gained the acquiescence of 

these  chiefs with a combination of firepower, bartering of inexpensive European goods, 

and outright deceit. They often signed documents they could not read, and in one 

instance  signed over territorial rights for one piece of cloth per month.   
7

The Society regarded these areas as a combined independent state, called the 

Congo  Free State, which was first recognized by the United States in April of 1884.  
8

Leopold  and the Society launched an impressive campaign to gain recognition for the 

Congo  Free State across Europe. The Society pledged to support France in their quest 

for  ownership of the north bank of the Congo, promised Britain they would eliminate 

the  slave trade in the Congo basin, and claimed that as a humanitarian body, the Society 

6  The Editors of Encyclopædia Britannica. "Association Internationale du Congo." Encyclopædia 

Britannica. February 20, 2015. Accessed September 01, 2017. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Association-Internationale-du-Congo.  
7  Ankomah, Baffour, “The Butcher of Congo,” IC Publications Limited (October 1999), accessed 

September 01, 2017, http://www.hartford-hwp.com/archives/35/181.html.  
8   The Editors of Encyclopædia Britannica. "Association Internationale du Congo." 
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would return the region to local control as soon as regional authorities were prepared to 

assume  it.   
9

 

Increasing Competition  

With the emergence of Belgian and French powers, Portugal began to doubt the 

stability of its holdings in Angola. Earlier, in the 1870s, Portugal had entered 

negotiations  with Great Britain that would result in a bilateral treaty. Great Britain 

would recognize Portuguese claims to the Angola region, and in exchange, Portugal 

would open up all colonial holdings to free trade and navigation. The negotiations 

stalled in 1881 because of popular anti-English sentiment in Portugal, but recommenced 

after  the establishment of Brazzaville and the Free Congo State. The Anglo-Portuguese 

treaty  was signed in February of 1884, but never ratified, and was regarded as 

undesirable  by both parties. The treaty opened navigation of the Congo and Zambezi 

Rivers to all countries and limited Portuguese ability to impose tariffs beyond what was 

immediately  necessary for maintaining transportation routes.  
10

France had already secured full possession of Algeria in 1847, hoping to quell 

piracy along the Barbary coast. At the end of the 1860s, the recently-bankrupt Tunisian 

province  generated interest from France, Britain, and Italy. France and Britain 

negotiated  an agreement, allowing a French sphere of influence in Tunisia in exchange 

for  recognizing British claims to Cyprus. In 1881, France claimed that Tunisians had 

9  Reeves, Jesse Sidall, “The International Beginnings of the Congo Free State,” (Baltimore: John Hopkins 

Press, 1894), 55-57.  
10  DeLeon, Daniel, “The Conference at Berlin on the West-African Question,” Political Science Quarterly 

1, no. 1 (1886): accessed 20 July 2017, http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/2139304 
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invaded  their colony in Algeria and sent armed forces across the borders. They 

negotiated  the Treaty of Bardo, which guaranteed that the local leader, the bey, would 

stay  in power under French protection, but will only have internal authority. Tunisia 

effectively  became a French colony and establishing French influence in the north.  
11

Since the 1860s, Egypt had been an independent tributary state of the Ottoman 

Empire,  called the Khedivate of Egypt. Sudan was also governed by Egypt at the time. 

However,  in 1879 a nationalist uprising occurred, fueled by corruption, debt, and 

economic  turmoil. Egyptian army officers, led by Ahmed ‘Urabi, aimed to depose the 

Khedive and lessen French and British influence in the country. Once violence erupted, 

the  House of Commons voted to intervene, essentially making Egypt a British colony. 

While the revolt was the immediate catalyst for action, historians agree that growing 

French  influence undoubtedly contributed to intervention. This gave the British control 

of  the Suez Canal, an essential trading route and passageway to the Far East.   
12

 

Germany Intervenes  

German Chancellor Otto von Bismarck addressed the Reichstag, the German 

legislative  body, in the mid-1880s with a clear goal: to establish entrepôts across the 

world as markets for German manufactured goods, backed by the transportation 

infrastructure  to make commerce successful. While his requests met opposition at 

home,  Bismarck was undeterred from entering the fray in Africa. Germany had only 

11 Gascoigne, Bamber, “History of Tunisia,” HistoryWorld (2001), accessed 13 June 2017, 

http://historyworld.net/wrldhis/PlainTextHistoriesResponsive.asp?historyid=ac93.  
12 “Egypt, 1882,” The National Archives, n.d., accessed September 1, 2017, 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/battles/egypt/  
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recently  unified in 1871, and was therefore had a late start in colonization. However, 

Bismarck approached the British cabinet, fearing that Portugal would control trade 

along  the Congo River. Thus, he laid the foundations for establishing a universally 

accepted trade and colonization policy in Africa. He envisioned a policy of free 

trade--that is, without tariffs or other restrictions imposed by colonial powers.  
13

  

Immediate Lead-Up to the Conference  

Between April and October of 1884, Chancellor Bismarck was in contact with the 

French  foreign minister, Jules Ferry, regarding the possibility of an informal alliance 

against  British expansionism in Africa. Both powers were concerned with the previously 

mentioned  Portuguese control of the Congo River and the growing strength of the 

International  Association of the Congo.  Together, Bismarck and Ferry conceived a 

conference  to address three issues: free commerce in the Congo basin, the application of 

the  principles of the Congress of Vienna (free navigation of rivers and condemnation of 

the  slave trade) to the Congo and Niger regions, and regulations for establishing 

occupations in Africa.  

Three sets of invitations were issued: the first to Britain, Spain, Portugal, 

Belgium, Holland, and the U.S.; the second to Russia, Austria, Italy, Denmark, and 

Sweden; and the last to Turkey. Bismarck wrote that inviting a vast number of powers 

tangentially  involved in Africa would “give the greatest validity possible to the 

resolutions  of the conference”. Great Britain required that all resulting acts of the 

13  Shih-Tsung, Wang, “The Conference of Berlin and British ‘New’ Imperialism,” (2008), 191, 

http://140.112.142.79/publish/pdfs/22/22_08.pdf  
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Conference  be binding to all signatories, and to the wider international community not 

present.   
14

 

Analysis  

The Slave Trade  

In 1807, Great Britain passed the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act, which not only 

outlawed  slave trading in the British Empire but also encouraged Britain to act as a 

catalyst for abolishing the slave trade in other European nations. The Act brought about 

the  gradual abolition of both the slave trade and the practice of slavery over the next 

eighty  years. The majority of plenipotentiaries to the Berlin Conference had already 

abolished slavery by 1884. However, they saw total suppression of the slave trade 

throughout  the continent as a crucial step in the “civilization” of Africa. This placed the 

blame on Arab slave traders, who were still operating on the East coast of Africa to fulfill 

demand  for slave labor in Asia (often called the Oriental, Eastern, or Arab slave trade). 

Portugal  also played a major role in the slave trade, despite having long abolished the 

practice. Slavery was still legal in Brazil, so the economic success of the Portuguese 

colony  (and by extension Portugal) was still dependent on enslaved labor. Portuguese 

holdings in Africa (Guinea, Angola, and Mozambique) had become almost entirely 

economically  dependent on the slave trade by the time of its demise in 1878. Portugal 

did little to actively combat the slave trade, and many authorities in her colonies secured 

huge  profits by allying with slave traders and accepting bribes.  The Spanish colony in 
15

14  Shih-Tsung, Wang, “The Conference of Berlin and British ‘New’ Imperialism,” 2008.  
15  Jones, Jim, “The Portuguese in Africa in the 19th Century,” West Chester University, 2005, accessed 

September 1, 2017, http://courses.wcupa.edu/jones/his312/lectures/portugal.htm.  
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Cuba was also continuing to use slave labor to grow tobacco on the island, a practice 

Spain had allowed to continue for centuries.  
16

Otto von Bismarck made the slave trade a prominent part of his agenda for the 

Berlin Conference, hoping to unite European powers to eradicate the practice 

altogether.  This emphasis was further supported by David Livingstone’s reports on the 
17

Eastern  slave markets in Zanzibar, where enslaved Africans endured the brutalities of 

capture and transportation to the East.  However, despite this ‘civilizing’ front, securing 
18

trade markets and laying claim to colonial territories were far more important to all 

individual attendees of the Conference.  

 

Free Trade in Africa  

All of the imperial powers seek to establish the best conditions to traffic their 

goods.  Free trade would require that no provincial government would impose any 

tariffs,  quotas, subsidies or prohibitions for trade on the continent. Encouraging free 

trade in Africa would help promote the economy and may spur increased growth rates 

by removing typical trade barriers that would occur between different states. Free trade 

also  allows each region to focus on producing the best good for their respective region. 

David  Ricardo had published a book in 1817 detailing a new theory of comparative 

advantage in The Principles of Political Economy and Taxation which pushed many 

governments  to construct policies with the theory in mind. 

16  “Today in History: Slavery Abolished in Cuba,” People’s World, 2013, accessed September 1, 2017, 

http://www.peoplesworld.org/article/today-in-latino-history-slavery-abolished-in-cuba/.  
17  David, Saul, “Slavery and the ‘Scramble for Africa’”, 2011.  
18  O’Neill, Susi, “The Blood of a Nation of Slaves in a Stone Town,” Globe Trekker, n.d., accessed 

September 1, 2017, http://www.pilotguides.com/articles/the-blood-of-a-nation-of-slaves-in-stone-town/.  
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http://www.sahistory.org.za/archive/general-act-berlin-conference-west-africa-26-febr

uary-1885 

http://www.investopedia.com/terms/f/free-trade.asp  

 

Implications Regarding Indigenous Africans  

European powers took to colonizing Africa with little regard for the indigenous 

people  who inhabited the continent. Four empires are included in this committee--the 

Buganda,  Bemba, Bunyoro, and Upper Congo Empire of Tippu Tip--but many more 

existed at the time. Many of these empires were kingdoms, with networks of chiefs 

operating  below a central ruler. Individual chiefs had some level of autonomy over their 

immediate  communities, a fact that sometimes caused friction within kingdoms. 

Economically,  the early arrival of European manufactured goods into the African 

economy  relegated economic activity to the trade of raw materials. Another source of 

economic  activity was the slave trade, although by the onset of the Berlin Conference, 

this activity was restricted and diminishing in influence. Large African states, like the 

Buganda  Kingdom, were cultivating cash crops and fully engaged in commerce with 

traders from the north and east.  

African indigenous leaders have resisted European influence in their politics and 

ways of life. These intervention has so far come largely in the form of European 

missionaries who attempt to “grease the wheels” for colonization by converting 

indigenous people to Christianity. Leaders of the Buganda, Bunyoro, and Bemba 

Kingdoms  have largely resisted these advances and advocated for the sovereignty of 
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their people. Due to previously-mentioned trade connections, these large African 

empires  are well-equipped with firearms and have sizeable military apparatuses.  They 

have frequently battled with one another and have complicated political relationships. 

While it remains to be seen whether or not the threat of conquest will unite them, it 

would be unwise to write off the concerns of these powerful local leaders.   
19

 

Balance of Power in Europe 

The Congress of Vienna in 1814 essentially created a “balance of power” that 

would prevent serious territorial disputes in Europe. This set a precedent that European 

powers would more or less divide unclaimed land in a fair manner between powers. 

However,  the imperial nations found other ways to compete--primarily through 

acquisition of territories, protectorates, and spheres of influence. By seizing land in 

Africa,  European powers were attempting to outdo one another with regard to economic 

production and success. Controlling rivers and other avenues of transport was key to 

their strategy of domination. Nationalist sentiments boiling over in many imperial 

countries  worsened the state of affairs--calls for “wars of conquest” existed in the 

minority,  but threatened to derail the relatively-stable existence of the previous 

half-century.  Bismarck remains convinced that a conference is the only way to maintain 

balance of power in Europe by proactively eliminating territorial disputes. 

Less-powerful countries, however, are eager to let the imperial powers bicker over 

19  Settles, Joshua Dwayne, “The Impact of Colonialism on African Economic Development,” 1996.  
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Africa,  as it keeps their aspirations in check and far away from their European 

neighbors.   
20

 

The Future of Colonization  

Imperial powers could acquire territory through one of three recognized ways: 

conquest,  cession, or occupation. Occupation was the most contentious mode of 

colonization,  as even raising a flag would result in technical occupation, despite the lack 

of  structure or more formal claim to a region. Even cession by indigenous African tribes 

was complicated in practice, as treaties were often incomprehensive and/or coercive in 

securing land rights. There is significant disparity among delegations to the Berlin 

Conference  as to whether or not the consent of indigenous Africans is a necessary 

principle of territorial occupation and annexation. There is also debate over the level of 

administration a country must exercise in its colonized territories, known as “effective 

occupation”.  The more colonies a country has the larger the militaries will be which in 
21

turn  makes a nation more powerful. As countries extract more wealth from their 

colonies  they can use the extra revenue to build more weapons and field more soldiers. 

To  build this strength future territory acquisition rules should be established.  

 

Questions to Consider:  

 

1. What natural resources, trade access, or strategic partnerships are economically 

desirable for your country? (e.g. water access, mineral resources, land area)  

2. What other countries might be competing for similar access? What are your 

relationships (commercial and political) with other powers in the committee? 

3. What standards would you like to establish for colonizing the African continent, 

keeping in mind that your country will have to abide by these standards?  

20  DeLeon, Daniel, “The Conference at Berlin on the West-African Question,” 1886.  
21   Shih-Tsung, Wang, “The Conference of Berlin and British ‘New’ Imperialism,” 2008.   
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4. What should be done to address the remnants of the slave trade?  

5. How can your country stand to benefit from free trade in the African continent? 

Could your country benefit more from other arrangements?  

6. What is required to ensure a lasting peace among imperial powers?  

7. What competing factions exist in your country? How can you balance the political 

interests of these groups? What are their opinions of Africa?  

8. How can boundaries provide stability in Africa by keeping ethnic/religious 

groups intact?  

 

Recommended Resources:  

 

● The Age of Imperialism - An accessible and concise summary of the leadup to 

Berlin.  

● Final Act of the Berlin Conference - While we do not anticipate following history 

exactly, it may be useful to know the initial ending point from the conference.  

● This website was created by a teacher for a classroom activity but has excellent 

maps for reference (as well as some general MUN information).  

● This website has a free posting of a Political Science Quarterly article written on 

the conference in 1886. It is a long and somewhat challenging read, but you may 

be able to find specific information pertaining to your position (CTRL + F your 

country/position name).  

● This is another long article that lays out some background, as well as some good 

information regarding how colonies were claimed. The first ten pages are a good 

place to skim.  

● Gale World History in Context’s summary of the Conference provides good 

background, as well as recommended further readings. This database are also 

useful for finding country-specific information.  

● If you need assistance accessing academic resources that are behind a paywall 

(for example JSTOR), please reach out to the chair or CD and we will see if we 

can send a copy.  
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