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Asser 

Asser is a widely-respected monk and one of King Alfred’s closest advisers. Originally 

from a minor kingdom in Wales, he arrived in England after King Alfred personally recruited 

him. Asser brings to King Alfred’s Court a fluency in written and spoken Latin as well as Welsh 

and English, and a comprehensive knowledge of Christian theology and church history. Asser 

maintains relationships with many prominent Church leaders throughout the British Isles as 

well as in Continental Europe.  

 

Grimbald 

Grimbald is a monk from Normandy. King Alfred invited him to England because of his 

talent in reading and translating Latin. He can read and write Latin, Norman French, and 

English, and has previous experience translating some works from Latin into Norman French 

for local nobles. His reputation as a pious scholar extends throughout the Frankish kingdoms, as 

well as into Rome.  

 

John  the Old Saxon 

John the Old Saxon hails from the Duchy of Saxony in East Francia, called Old Saxony in 

England to differentiate it from the Anglo-Saxon identity of the English. He comes to King 

Alfred’s Court as a monk, but has a warrior’s background, having been a fighting man in his 

home village before entering the Church. Although well-versed in religious matters, John the 

Old Saxon may prove equally valuable to Alfred for his experience with battling pagan tribes.  

 

Flann Sinna 

Flann Sinna is the newly-crowned High King of Ireland. He has just consolidated power 

through a series of military victories over the other kingdoms of Ireland and has continued his 

predecessor’s project of constructing monumental high crosses throughout Ireland, to show that 

his reign is mandated by God. His goal in coming to Alfred’s Court is to secure aid in driving the 

Vikings out of the British Isles, and putting an end to Viking raids of coastal cities. The largest 

city in Ireland, Áth Cliath,  is entirely Viking-controlled, and Flann Sinna wishes to drive them 
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out to secure his power on the island. As a High King, he is Alfred’s equal, though as the only 

Irishman in Alfred’s Court he does not have direct lordship over anyone else. 

 

Plegmund 

Plegmund is a Mercian scholar with a humble background. He lived as a hermit for a 

number of years in Mercia before entering the Church and learning Latin. He translated Latin 

texts for several years before his scholarship attracted King Alfred’s attention. Plegmund entered 

the Church later in his life, and therefore has more knowledge of the everyday lives of the 

Mercian people than many monks, and his time living as a hermit has left him with a strong 

sense of independence and self-sufficiency.  

 

1  Today known as Dublin.  



Wærferth 

Wærferth is the Bishop of Worcester, called to the Court by Alfred for his skill in 

translating Latin, for which he is known throughout the Christian lands of the British Isles. He 

was raised in the borderlands between Mercia and Wessex, and is fluent in both dialects of 

English.  

 

Æthelred,  Lord of the Mercians 

Æthelred is the ruler over the western half of Mercia (with the eastern half being part of 

the Viking-controlled Danelaw). He came to the throne following the death of King Ceowulf of 

Mercia, who had been installed as king by the Vikings. He recognized the strength of Alfred’s 

military and political influence over England, and ceded to Alfred lordship over Mercia, 

effectively making his kingdom a vassal of Alfred’s Kingdom of Wessex. He arrived at Alfred’s 

Court to help bring Mercia closer to Wessex, but his own authority in Mercia may be threatened 

by many Mercians’ desire to become a fully independent kingdom once again.  

 

Æthelflæd,  Lady of the Mercians 

Æthelflæd is Alfred the Great’s eldest daughter and Æthelred’s wife. She and Æthelred 

rule over Mercia, under Alfred’s lordship, as equals. She is widely respected in both Mercia and 

Wessex, with a reputation as a pious Christian woman as well as a fair arbiter of justice. She is 

proud of her family’s history of victories over the Vikings, and is responsible for a large project 

of fortifying towns along the Mercian border with the Danelaw.  

 

Anarawd ap Rhodri 

Anarawd ap Rhodri is the ruler of the Welsh Kingdom of Gwynedd, the most powerful of 

the Welsh kingdoms. He arrived at Alfred’s Court to collaborate with the English in the interest 

of mutual defence against Viking raids. Although willing to cooperate with the other members of 

Alfred’s Court to help defend against recent Viking raids upon his kingdom, he feels great 

animosity towards the Mercians, as it was a Mercian invasion of Gwynedd that killed his father 

in 878.  

 

Elias  III of Jerusalem 

Elias III is the Patriarch of Jerusalem. He has been regularly corresponding and 

exchanging gifts with King Alfred, including a medical text to attempt to help Alfred with his 

ailments. He collected funds from many rulers across Europe to restore churches in Jerusalem, 

and has arrived in England to offer advice on how Alfred may undertake a similar large-scale 

restoration project of churches and monasteries. He is well-connected with many European 

rulers, but he must communicate in Latin as there are no other speakers of Aramaic in the 

Court.  

 

Ohthere of Hålogaland 

Ohthere is a Norwegian seafarer who wrote extensively of his travels after arriving in 

Wessex. His reasons for coming to Wessex are unclear, but King Alfred was fascinated by his 



stories of travelling throughout the Norse world, and helped him translate his writings into 

English. Ohthere brings to King Alfred’s Court valuable knowledge of Viking culture and military 

customs, as well as the general knowledge and skills of a seafarer that are valuable as Alfred 

attempts to build a navy. He does not know Latin, but speaks fluent English and Norse.  

 

Wulfstan  of Hedeby 

Wulfstan is a seafarer and trader from a village on the border between East Francia and 

Denmark. He was summoned by King Alfred after settling in England to give accounts of his 

extensive travels across the North and Baltic Seas. He knows a great deal about the trade 

relations of the Viking kingdoms and their cultural practices. Like Ohthere, he does not know 

Latin, but is fluent in German, English, and Norse.  

 

Eardulf of Lindisfarne 

Eardulf is the long-serving Bishop of Lindisfarne who has a particular interest in doing 

whatever it takes to defend English lands against Viking incursions. Eardulf is very 

well-connected with other Church leaders in England and in the Celtic world. He is committed 

to King Alfred’s plan to protect England by strengthening Christianity among the English, but 

also advocates for a stronger military defense against the Vikings.  

 

Wulfhere  of York 

Wulfhere is the Archbishop of York, whom Alfred invited to his Court due to his high 

rank in the Church as well as his experience in dealing diplomatically with the Vikings. However, 

Wulfhere collaborated with Vikings during their invasion of Northumbria in 867, and was exiled 

from to Mercia after a successful Northumbrian revolt against the Vikings in 872. He eventually 

returned to his seat as Archbishop of York in Northumbria, but is disliked and distrusted by 

many Northumbrians.  

 

Eadberht of Lichfield 

Eadberht has served as a bishop in several different dioceses throughout his career, and 

has seen the disorder and lack of a unified structure among the different dioceses that 

contributes to the organizational problems facing the Church in England. His criticisms of the 

way the Church has been run in England puts him at odds with many of the other English 

churchmen at Alfred’s Court.  

 

Cynemund of Hereford 

Cynemund is the Bishop of Hereford, a Mercian village close to the border with the 

Welsh kingdoms. He has close relationships with several rulers in Wales and other parts of the 

Celtic world, which along with his criticisms of some English church practices make him 

somewhat distrusted among other English members of Alfred’s Court.  

 

Denewulf  of Winchester 



Denewulf was simply a swineherd in Wessex until a chance encounter with King Alfred, 

whom he sheltered during a retreat from a battle with the Vikings. So impressed with 

Denewulf’s intelligence and character, Alfred sponsored his education, teaching him to read and 

write in both English and Latin. Alfred eventually elevated Denewulf to Bishop of Winchester, 

and called him to his Court to share his insights as to what the Church may do to strengthen the 

piety of the common people in England. He is intensely loyal to Alfred and to Wessex.  

 

Guthheard of Selsey 

Guthheard is the Bishop of Selsey, a town on the southern coast of Wessex. As it is 

vulnerable to Viking raids from the sea, Guthheard is at Alfred’s Court to advocate strongly for 

the establishment of a fleet of ships to defend England’s coast. He cares less about church 

reforms and more about the successful elimination of the Viking threat to England.  

 

Swithwulf of Rochester 

Swithwulf is the Bishop of Rochester, which is located on the coast of Kent. Rochester is 

one of the dioceses particularly vulnerable to Viking attack due to its location on the coast as 

well as its proximity to the Danelaw. Swithwulf is a strong advocate for a powerful English 

military and for the fortification of English towns, especially coastal towns.  

 

Heahstan  of London 

Heahstan is the Bishop of London, another city vulnerable both to invasion by Viking 

ships, due to its location on the River Thames, as well as land invasion due to its proximity to the 

Danelaw. Heahstan willingly submitted to Alfred’s lordship when the Kingdom of Wessex 

absorbed it, due to Alfred’s reputation as a strong military leader and the perceived ability of 

Wessex to defend all the English peoples from Viking attacks.  

 

Æthelred  of Canterbury 

Æthelred is the Archbishop of Canterbury, hand-picked for his position by Pope Adrian 

II. He had clashed with Alfred over religious matters prior to arriving at his Court, and was likely 

invited to the Court by Alfred as a show of deference to the pope. Æthelred is a strong critic of 

the Church’s English customs, such as its priests wearing the same style of clothing as the 

commoners, as opposed to the more ornate tunics worn by priests in continental Europe. His 

relationship with Alfred and many other English churchmen is strained by his condemnation of 

the unorthodox practices of the English Church, but he commands respect for his close 

relationship with the pope.  

 

Romanus of Ravenna 

Romanus is the Bishop of Ravenna, a diocese in northeastern Italy. He was summoned to 

Alfred’s Court by Æthelred of Canterbury. Although he has no experience in dealing with 

Vikings, Æthelred expects him to have valuable insight in rooting out and crushing heresy 

within the Church, due to Ravenna’s rule by the Lombards, a group of Germanic Arian 

Christians, from the mid-6th century until 814.  



Burgheard of Lindsey 

Burgheard is the Bishop of Lindsey, a village that was formerly located in Northumbria 

but now a part of the Danelaw. He fled his bishopric when the Vikings invaded, and has been 

unable to return due to Alfred’s agreement with the Vikings delineating the border between 

English lands and the Danelaw. He is at Alfred’s Court to advocate for an attack against the 

Danelaw to drive out the Vikings, and has aligned himself with Alfred due to his respect for 

Alfred’s military abilities. However, his loyalty ultimately lies with Northumbria, which he 

wishes to see liberated from the Vikings by whatever means necessary.  

 

Adalbold  

Adalbold is the Bishop of Utrecht, although he does not reside in Utrecht due to the 

constant threat of Viking raids. Alfred summoned Adalbold to his Court because of his 

reputation as a fair arbiter of disputes across the lower Saxony region of East Francia. Alfred 

hopes that Adalbold’s wisdom and sense of justice will help with reforms of the English judicial 

system. Adalbold himself hopes to return to East Francia with knowledge gained in England of 

how to defend against the Viking threat.  

 

Wulfsige  of Sherborne 

Wulfsige is the Bishop of Sherborne, a village in Wessex. He is less concerned about the 

imminent threat of Viking attack than the bishops of coastal dioceses, due to Sherborne’s 

location inland and deep within Wessex, away from the Danelaw. He cares more about 

strengthening Christianity in England than strengthening the English military.  

 

Desmond of Elmham 

Desmond was the Bishop of Elmham, a village in East Anglia, until the diocese became 

part of the Danelaw along with the rest of East Anglia. He is one of the fiercest advocates for the 

reconquest of the Danelaw and the expulsion of Vikings from England. 

 

Giric mac Dúngail 

Giric is the King of Alba, ruling over most of Scotland. He is famous in England for 

driving Pictish influence out of the Church in Scotland, and for an attempted invasion of Ireland.  
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